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THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT, -~ ~ 
-~ 

II 

! 
· ~ ; 

i 
··~ 

i 

GAUHATI- '1 ; 
12th September, 1972 

I am exceedingly happy to learn about the celebra­
tions of the Golden Jubilee in the profession of Shri 
Tapeswar Sharma, Shri Suklal GJ10se and' Shri Pur.nananda 

I ' 
RaJkhowr, three esteemed Members of the Marigalda i 
B'ar Association This is, as it should oe. By honouring 
them', tl~e Association is honouring itself and is estahli ­
shirig that it is not a mere Association of professionals but 
is endowed with refinement mid grace· worthyof inte!lec­

t\;la.ls, as they an are. 
I jo'in with the Bar in wishing Shri 

Ghose an'd Shri Rajkhowit goo'd helth an'd 

Sharri1a, Shri 
long I ife, and 

hope that they will even now keep in touch with the 
affairrs of the Bar to guide the Assbciatio11 with their 

hoary wisdom, which- will not go in vain by mere 

passage of time. 

,(( 
t ' 

( P. K. Goswami ) 

CHIEF JUSTICE. 

.~ 
~ 

~ -
~~~ 
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Dear Shri Gosw,tml, 

KURUKSHETRA UNIVERSITY 
KURUKSHETRA (HARYANA) 

January 22, 1972. 

I am very glad to know that the Mangaldai Bar 

Association has decided to celebrate the Golden Jubilee 
of three lawyers who have completed fifty years of 

continuous legal practice. . I take this opportunity of 

joining in the felicitations to them. I wish them long 

life and prosperity. 
The law,·er.s of the old generation built up the 

legal profession of our country which contributed in 

various ways to our national advancement. We feel 
proud of this honourable profession. Lately, however, a 
feeling is growing that the Bar is losing its 'leadership, 

and it is a matter of deep concern for all of us . I 
hope that, a Jubilee of the kind that you are holding, 
will be an occasion for rededication. The Bar, whichis 
an organisation of highly educated and trained persons 
must not only work for the proper administration of 

justice but als~ give the lead for all-round progres~ of 

our country. 
~ With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
· ~ 
VA~ 
~ 

~' . ~ 
~ 
f;;'~ 
~ 
~ 
~· lt~ 
~ 
~" ·WI!: ;<!.''" """'' -.,."'' ~~ '"!!!" ·~·~· .-,~· ··,u"~ 1.1$~ ·~~~ <:~\<~ '~ l~~·"<<r.: ~a\i:l.l~:~i'/l ., 
""" ..... .;~~~-...... - ~~- ~~ 

( S. K. DUTTA) 

Vice-Chancellor . 

& 
former Chief Justice, 

Assam &}Nagaland High Court. 

\' 
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SRI MARES BARUA ~4~ 
. " ~. 

General Secretary, All Assam Lawyers' ~ 

L\Wl 
rn:\1 
(/1~ 

~~ 
~ 

I The Secret ary, I 
,!~ 

Association, Jorhat, 
30th August, 

~ 
ifNi B A . . d . 
~Wfl a.r- ssol:Iatton, Mangal ot, !Wj 

Golden · Jubilee Celebration Committee, 

~ 
~~·. 
W;\:1 
fiN~ 

~'if), 
· w;~ 
~ 

?I~ 
~Vf..A 
~ 

?.~~ 
t.'\UA 
~ 

~, 

tW1 
~~ 
~ 
VA~ 
~l~ 

·~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

Dear Sir, 
I · send herewith my hearty greetings and felicitation 

to Sri Tapeswar Sarma, Sri Sukhlal Ghose and Sri 
Purna,nanda R?jkhowa, .the le.ading and veteran members 
of your Association ori this occasion ·of Golde~ Jubilee 
~elebration of their 50 years of service to the noble 
profession . . 

Profound and for-reaching changes are overcoming the 
Country in every direction and with it the law must' 
change and is changing to meet the new ' ~equirements 
of social j~stice, increasing enormously tlier~ with the 
functions and responsibilities of the memb~rs · of the 
profession. 

I need not repent here the distinguished and manifold 
activities and achievements of the venerable ·trio of your 
Association on this auspicious occassion. To my mind, 
the Bar Association of Mangaldoi by celebrating such. 
occass,ion, is just emphasising the increasing responsi 
bilities of the members of the Bar. 

I once again pay my regard to Sri Tapeswar Sarma, 
Sri Sukhlal Ghose and Sri Purnananda Rajkhowa and 
wish your function a grand success. 

Yours sincerely 

~ 
~ 
fi.\:J.S l-w; 
~ 
~ 
~~ 

·~ 
~ · 
f.'YA 
lWI 

~ 
'i\'ljl .~.;. 1 
~ itw 
5! 

~ 
1.\~~ 
~WJ 

Vhi\l 
t-'111$ 
~j 

~ 
t..Yll, 
~~ 

~ 
~ 
fft'i' 
Vft.\~ 
fl. WI 
ltfil 
~i\j 

~VIA 

~~ .• ~o,..olll'"""~~ ... ~ ~a;"'S,...M'~-~ ~~~~~3[~~~ ~l~i@.li;.ll,l~~~ ~ ' ·<llt ;...!~.UV.;;.tlli":''IIW,IW.:d~ '-~'~~~· ~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~r ~"'~~ •• ~"" :!'>..~~· '"it'S"' "~ &ii]}~-·~ ~(~~~~;"lii~/ : ·I~~~~~Y:,~~i .,,. I· ~ ~~~,.o~li'l;...,~:l(fli .. J_ ~~...:~~. ... 2 

MORES BARUA 

.,t1 
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Shri TapPSlfJUJ• Sharma 

Shri Tapeswar Sharma. was born 
in village Byashpara in the year 
1893. Shri Sharma who had an uni­
formally brilliant academic career, 
passed his Matriculation Ex:imination 
securing a cempetitive Government 
Scholarship in the year 1912. He then 
joined the Cotton College and took his 

B.A Degree in the year 1916. During 
his student career Shri Sharma 
actively participated in all student 
movements and other welfare acti­
vities of his time. Along with many 
of his friends, Shri Tapes war Sharma, 
played no negligible role in the 

agitation for establishment of a High 
School at North Gauhati. Imme­
diately after joining the Bar at 

· Mangaldoi in July, 1920, Shri Shar­
ma joined the Indian National Con­
gress, gave up Practice and actively 
joined the Non-cooperation move­
ment of 1921. He suffered impri­
sonment for one year awarded by 
the British Rulers for participating 
in the Non-cooperation Movement 
end resumed his legal practice after 
coming out from Jail on December, 5, 
1922. Within a short time, Shri 
Sharma established himself in the 
Bar and commanded a lucrative 

( Practice both in Civil and Crimi­
nal Sides. 

'.< 
Shri Tapeswar Sharma gave his 

devoted attention with the welfare 
::tctivities of the towP. He had to 
credit to serve as Chairman of 

a·~ 

Mangaldoi Town Committee, for a 
period of long 8 years without 
break. During his tenure of Chair­
manship, Mangaldoi was declared a· 
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Shri Tapeswar Sharma 

Municipality, and it was through 
his untiring efforts the municipality 
secured a grant-in-aid for supply 
of pipe water in the Municipal area. 
Shri Sharma was also a Congress 
Member of the then Mangaldoi Local 
Board. He was intimately connected 
with the establishment of I\1angaldoi 
Natya Mandir. His contribution in 
the field of Assamese literature 
was not smalL "Sonar 

· Padum", · ~'Chilarai', "Bapujir Biyogat" 
"Mahatma Gandhi", "Ha~arat Moham­
mad", ~ · surar ~uja ( poetry ) were 
-some of his writings which created 
a land mark in the Ass::~mese Lite­
rary treasure. shri Sharma's many 
valuable article on different subjects 
adorned the pages of various maga­
zines and journals of Assam. Shri 
Tapeswar Sharma was the Chairman, 

Reception Committee of Asom Sahi­
tya Sabha which held its session at 
Mangaldoi in 1935. He was a foun­
der member of the Governing Body 
of Mangaldoi College. 

Shri Sharma was also a Drama­
tist and an Actor of repute. He 
appeared in different Roles in the 
dramatic performances of ·~narish· 
chandra'', ''Gadadhar · Singha'', 
''RanjiC' efc. and received great 
appreciation from ~.he audiance. 

He is· still in the great hobby 
of reading book of different tastes 
philosophy, law, literature etc.- upto 
the dead of night. He .has becoa1e 
leader · of the people - without con­
sidering any caste and religion and 
political "issue~'. 

Let God grant him a long and 
healthy life to serve the people. 

\ 
J 0 
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Rai Saheb SulKlal Ghose 

Born in the year I8C9 in village 
Uzirpur in the District of Jessore 
of undivided Bengal. Shri Suk!al 
Ghose passed I. A, Examination from 
Narail Victoria College and Law 
Examin~ tion from Rep on College, 
Calcutta. Shri G hose joined Manga l­
dai Bar on October 23, 1916 and 
within a short time be commanded 
an extensive practice both in Civi l · 
and Criminal Courts. Besides · his 
legal practice, Shri Ghose took keen 
interest in public activities. By dint 

of his merit and popularity, Shri 
S. L. Ghosel was unanimously elected 
Chairman of Mangaldai Tow'n Con-;.­
mittee continuously for twelve years 
and achieved great success. Shri 
Ghose is the Founder Cbainran of 
the present Mangaidai Town Govern­
ment Aided Girl's High 'School. 
He was a member of the workin g 
Commit tee of Darrang Coll~ge, and 
was a. member of the Governing 
Body of Mangaldai College for about 
ten years. He served as an elected 
member of the then M:1ngaldai Local 
Board for two terms. In 1946, the 
then British Government conferred 
on him t he title of " Rai Saheb'' as 
a recognition of his service to the 
Gowrnment and Public. Shri Gbose 
is a distant descendant of Raja 
Kes hab Chandra who flourished in · 
the District of Jessore in the latter 

.)'part of 16th Century. In the year 
i> ' 
1-970, the A 1! Assam Lawyers Con-
ference falicited Mr. Ghose for his 
deep devotion in the legal professior. 
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Shri Pu~nan.an.da R.ajkho~a 

Born in Sakabda 1813, in a middle 
c1ass family in village Rajkho'-'·apara 
under Sarabari Mauza. Shri Purna­
nanda Rajkhowa had his early edu­
cation in the v:lllage schoo.l, and then 
passed his Matriculation Examination 
from the then Mangaldai Govern­
ment High S<;hool in the year 1912. 
Shri Rajkhowa studied in ·rhe Cotton 
College and obtained . his B. A. 
Deuee in 1917, and thereafter grad­
uated in law from the Earle Law 
College, Gauhati in the year 1920. 
While studying law, Shri Rajkhowa 
served as a par t time . teacher in 
Man galcai G overnment Aided High 
School, Sona Ram H igh School, 

Gauhati and North Gauhati l i. E . 
Schools .with credit. Shri Rajkhowa 
was c·alled to the Bar fn 1920 and 
commanaed an extensive Practice 

' 
with re:putation . Besides pr<tctice, 
Shri Raj,khowa devoted the best part 

I 

of his life in public activities. He 
was elected Chairman of the Mangal­
dai Local Board for full twu terms 
with success. During the Second 
World War, Shri Rajkhowa was ele-

' . 

vated to' the Bench~-temp·orarily for 
four years as a Magistrate, F irst 
Cl.ass; During that period, he served 
the Government and the people most 
efficient]y whil~ he was posted at 
Nowgong and Sibsagar courts. In 
1947, Sbri Rajkhowa again . resumed 
h:'s legal Practrice in Mangaldai Bar 
in which he is continuing till now. 
Shri Rajkhowu. has a hobby of farm­
ing and &trdening, and even at his 
age he takes keen interest in these. 
He is great cqnneseur of Histrio.11ic 
Art, and during his young days Shri 
Rajkhowa . played many important 
1ra~e and fem ttle roJes in various 
D1a:natic performances. 

I 

I 

I 
. ) 
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Honourable President, Chief Guest, 
Colleagues, Friends and our much 
e:>teemed Shri Shukla! Ghose, Shri 
Tapeswar Sharma and Shri Purna­
nanda Rajkhowa. 

On the completion of the fiftieth 
year of practice in the honourable 
profession of Jaw by the revered 
gentlemen n.amed above, the members 
of the Mangaldoi Bar Association 
have taken this occasion to express 

. their sincere love and esteein towards 
them for earnest devotion to Ia w and 
their sincere service to the people 

· of Mangaldoi in various spheres, 
legal, social, moral and political. 

It was a herculean task for them 
to work for the advancement of the 
people of the Sub- Division at that 

'time under unfavourable circumsta-

.C 

By- Shri Rameswar ·-Sharma 
Pr.esident 

Golden Jubilee Celebration Committee, 
Bar Associadon, Mangaldoi. 

nces, when facilities were meagre, 
communication was poor, and above 
all, sympathy from the Ruling Power, 
the British Raj was far from enco­
uraging. At such a time they began 
their career at Mangaldoi and have 
pursued it diligently, successfully 
and honourably. All of them are 
ideal Lawyers devoted to the cause 
~f the service of humanity in various 
fields . 

·-$hri Shuklai Ghose, a Veteran 
Lawyer; who was Chairman of the 
Mangaldoi Town Committee for a 
considerable period, spared no pains 
to improve the town in all possible 

ways. It was through, his zeal and 

endeavour, that the Girls' High 

School at Mangaldoi came into ex-

I 
\ 
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istence and passed through the period 
of adolescence. 

Shri Tapeswar Sharma, a noted 
Civil lawyer and an erudite Scholar 
was also a Chairman of the Man­
galdoi Municipality for several 
years. It must be said to his ere- ­
dit that the present Mangaldoi 
Municipality came into being by his 
sincere efforts. He is also J. Freedom 
Fighter and a true - follower of 
Mahatma Gandhi. He jumped into 
. the national movement in 1921 and 
courted imprisonment for one year. 
He moved ·through every nook and 
corner of the entire Sub-Division 
with late K. Bora, Shri Prafuila 
Barua, late Bhabendra Nath Das and 
many other young nationalists, and 
roused the peole to fight for free-

-dom. He is also a Iiterateur of 
eminence. He has many literary 
works in prose and verse to his 
credit. 

Shri Purnanananda Rajkhowa, in 
addition to his legal activities ser­
ved the Sub-Division as a Chairman 

_ of the Mangaldoi · Local Board for 
a considerably long period. It was 
during his Chairmanship that Man­
galdoi was covered with a net work 
of roads with bridges whereever 
necessary making communication 
easier and more comfortable than 

· before. 
Thus some of the actiYities of 

' I 

Souvenir 

these three revered gentlemen have 
been briefly narr::~.ted within the small 
space of this address. I beg to be 
excused for any omission made 
unwillingly. 

Most revered gentlemen, I must 
be grateful to the inembers of this 
Association for granting _ me this 
privilege of prrsenting this address 
of welcome on this happy occasion 
of the celebration of the Golden 
Jubilee of the three honourable 
members of the Bar named adove . 

In this connection I feel that I 
shall be fai ling in my duty if I do 
not state a few words about . this 
Sub-Division. As you all know, t~is 
Sub-Division with a popu lation of 
8,33617 persons with an area of Ii86 
Sq. miles is 'known as Mangaldoi 
with the Bhutan Hills on the North, 
the Panchnoiri ver on the East and 
the Barnadi on the West and the 
mighty Brahmaputra on the South, 
this vast sheet of fertile land saw 
much better days in the past. Eco­
nomically and culturally this place 
ranked as one of the 
prominent places in Ancient Assam 
then known as Kamrup. The Head-

. quarter station of this Sub-Divisio.n 
is called Mangaldoi. It is named 

, after Mangala Devi, the daughter ~f 
Raja Parikhit · Narayan, one of the 
ancient Koch Rajas of Darran.g. 
History points out that ·Mangaldoi 
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Address of Welcome 

was the Headquarter station of the 
entire District ofDarrang during the 
early part of the British Admini­
stration in Assam. As the Mighty 
river Brahmaputra receded from the 
vicinity of the Town of Mangaldoi 
there arose difficulties in communi­
cation and this place fell ·a prey to 
Malaria, Kalaazar and some other 
diseases. Then after a few years the 
Headquarter st.ation of the district 
was shifted to Tezpur. Thus the 
place began to lo~e its importance. 
It could not make any headway 
towards progress during the pre-

. Independence period. 
During the post . Independence 

period also the place has not secured 
proper facilities to · raise it' to a 
status of eqt'la lity with the neigh­
bouring pro:;perous Sub-Divisions of 
the state. 

In the legal side although arra-
. ngement has been inade •· to try 
Sessions cases and hear appeals, 
ci vii and criminal ·at Mangaldoi m 
circuit courts yet for the . want of 

DJ.t-~-15.9 72 

3 

a regular office at Mangaldoi for 
the registration of suits and appeals 
and for dealing with swearing of 
affidavits and other interim Meas­
ures the li1igant public have to 
suffer much. The earnest prayer 
for posting an Assistant District 
Judge at Mangaldoi permanently for 
removing many long felt grievances 
has been turne-d down at last. We 
are however still hoping that the 
authorities will reconsider the matter 
and give the necessary relief to the 
people of Mangaldoi. 

In fine, I wish a long happy and 
prosperous . life to these three revered 
gentlemen Shri S. L. Ghose, · Shri 
T. Sharma and Shri P. Rajkhowa on 
behalf uf the members of the Man­
galdoi Bar Assoc:ation. 

Now with permission of the Pre­
·sident and Gentlemen ·present, I beg 
to :conclude my address hoping to 
be excused ·for any errors of · omi-

. ssion and commission ma:le 
unwHlingly. 

1 
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Conet itution ofth~ Mangaldoi Bar 
Association. 

( Came into force from 12th November 1925 J 

1. NAME-Bar Association , Mangaldai. 
2. OBJECTS of the Association are:­

(a) To encourage fellow feeling 
and co-operation among the mem­
bers in professional life. 
(b) To enforce members not t0 
encroach upon each others in­
terest in .legal business. 
(c) To protect the general interest 
of the litigant public. 

3. Every pleader, Muktear or Reve­
nue agent who will ordinarily 
practice in Mangaldai Courts will 

payment of an admission fee of 
Rs. s·oo (amendment Rs . IO·Oo, 
Rs- 50·0o Rs . IOo·oo respectively). 

5. Every member of the Association 
shall have to contribute a monthly 
subscript!ion of rupee one (amend­
ment Rs. 2·00) to the fund of the 
Association. 

be eligible for me~nbership of 
this Association . 

4. Any per~on desiring to be a mem­
ber of the Association may file 
an application to the Secretary. 
The application shall be discussed 
and cosidered by the Association 
in a mee:ing held for the pu:cpose, 
and if the appEcation is granted, 
the applicant will be admitted as 
a member of the Association on 

6. Any member may at any time 
resign his membership by fi:'ing 
an application to · that ·effect tn 
the Secretary. But his appJication 
wm not be accepted if he is in 
any way liable to the Association. 

7. Every member shall i. be Iiab:le 
/ 

for the subscription of the month 
in which he desires to resign his 
membership, if his application 
for J)esignation is filed after the 
first Wf'ek of that manth. 

8. The Sec;:tetary shall be elected 
from amongst the members of 
the Association, who will hold 
office for one year from the date 
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. ~ _ -of -his election .. The Secretary is to 
, . manage all affairs of the Asso­

cation and to keep regular acco­
!Jn~s . . 

.9. ; A retiring ·• Secretary shall be eligi­
ble .for re-election. Either · Secret­
ary ro : any other office -bearer of 
the Assochtion shall not hold 
any · office continuously for more 
than five year. 

10. Subject to rules already fram­
e::! the Secretary is authorised to 
convene meetings. Every matter 
brought and discussed in meeting 
shall be' decided by majority' of . 
votes. . . 

11. Every member of the Association 
shall have on·ly ·one vote. No 
proxy is allowed. 

12. All proceedings' of meetings shall 
• . j .. 

be ordinarily' . written and signed 
by the Secy; Tl~e Secret~ry shall 
be incharge an(l. . responsible f~r 
a\1 . the record,sr . and properties 
of the Associati.on. 

13. Every member is bound to serve 
the Association whenever called 
upon provided his health ~nd 
circumstances permit. 

14, All members are equally entitll­
ed tq enjoy the rights and pri­
villages of the Association and 
must contribute equally towards 
any loss or damages sustain by 
Association. 

5 

·Is, Every member ofthe Association 
is bourid to :use • printed vokatat 
namas and other forms .ptescribed 
and supplied by th~ Association. 

16. The A~sociatiori may canGet the 
memb~rship of any member :--:-

(a ) if he does not pay his l;110nthly 
_subscription: continuously for 
six months. 

( b ) if he. without any suffcient 
reason. does not attend six me­
etings of the Association at a 
stretch. 

· · (c) if ·"he -- intentionillly commits 
any breach of the rules of the 
As~ociation; 

( d ) if he intentionally deceives or 
defrauds or ! endeavour to dec­
eive 'or defrand the Associa­
tion in a~y way 

· ( e) if he ·directly or indirectly m­
j ures the credit or lowers the 
character or reputation of the 
Association. 

( f) if he is convicted of any crime 
1· affecting his moral character 

17. Ever.y member whose membership 
is cancelled must clear his liabilit­
ies to the Associatio.n within seven 
days from the date of cancellat­
ion of his membership . 

18. If any member has any grievance 
or complain in connection with 
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lega~ _busin~s$ll.e_ may ,file .an appjii.· 
cation . to _.t,h,e · .S .ecr~t~r:y ·. t~· .. that 
eff~ct ... Ttt.e .m·at.ten .. then. shall. I be. 
discus_se4 a.nd decide~ by , :tl).e . Ass­
ociation in a meeting to , l?.e .. held 
promptly. · · 

s ·ouvenit 

(: to ~he .Secretary. The matter shall 
be c0.nsidered.and : decided by the 

- · Association~ . , ancl .the . t1lem ber 
complained against is bound to 

19. Any · ciie.nt · having )egitilll-ate 
• . ~ . - • , • I ! 1 

gnevanoe or compla~n agamst any 

. · abide· by_ the .. decision of.the Associa· 
tion. . If ~he,. accusation . is 
proyed !. to be false or gro:undless, 
the members of this Association 
~hall not have any·conection with 
that comphiinapt. 

member-of · the1 Association may 
file an application stating the rea­
sons ·.ef his -griev,ance or ' c~thpt~in 

' . 

"The. ·profession is.·· not a mere vocation for earning their 
liveHhood by , advoca:tes and plea;ders . . 'It ·· has· a . higher 
significance, . . and:. an · impdr.t4nt plac~ jn . the . ~oeial apd 
political structure ' of . our society" 

• I , 1 , , 

''It, is .. for the Iawyen , to be ever .vigilant..so t that . legislation 
consistent, ~ith our ;.natio~al objectives may be initiated and 
moved in the Legislature. and that t.M tem;1o of progress:> f the 
society m.ay not be -slac%ene\d on account of political 'inertia, 

. . 
for . the true role of the lawyers is heside espousing the 

· caus~ · of, the . litigant. to be a leader ·of men, to ·be champion 
of the p_o.Qr.. aqd· the, downtrodden, ·and to be the. custodian 
of the direction · .in whi~h ; ur so~iety · devel?p&. '' 

· Mr. Justice J .. c,. Shah . .. 
Judg~ •. Supreme .Court. of India. 

I < 

OKDISCD



A. FJi~~v i·~t/i~WI ilfl ~IJ.fTI 
ANB 

. l'i~S'~Ii flf ji.AieA,~IIlifJ 

The Mangaldai · Sub-Division 
covers an area of 1272.3 suquare 
miles with a population of 582, 624 
persons as revealed from the ,census · 
report of 1961. But · the present· 
strength of population is 833610 
persons · approxi mate1y. · In this sub:. · 
division there are . two towns viz. 
Kharupetia and Tangla. which are · 
administered through their respec­
tive Town Commitees, and :the Sub- · 
Divisional Town M:angaldai ' is ad'- · 
ministered by ·a · Municipal• Board. 
The Mangaldai Town· having a popu­
lation of, 8.547 persons, the density .. ·. 
of population is 4, 475 persons per 
square mile. It .was first treated as 

Gobinda Ram ·Baruah ' 
M.A. LL.B. 

pbpulation was only 1,023.'' (Page' 
10.*) The Kharupetia Town is 1.91 
square miles with a, population of · 
6;906 persoQs and the density of · 
population 's 7,589 persons . per 
square mile. The Tangla Town 
covers' 1.23 miles in area having a · 
pbpulation · of4319 ·persons and the 
density of population per square 
mile is 3~511 persons. (•) 

'tThe density of population of the 
Mangaldai ·Sub-Division as a whole 
is . 458 · Persons per square mile 
whereas it is 338 persons · in the 
Tezpur Sub-Division, It is inte­
resting to note . that the density 

. of population within the jurisdiction 
of Kalaigaon Police Station · is the 
highest in the district of Darning 

a town in the year of 1921 as it 
runs ''Mangaldai was first classified 
as a Town .· in 1921 when its total · which · recorded· a figtlre of 568 pe·r-
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sons per square mile. (*) 

The Sub-Division contains only 
4.0 square miles of urban area and 
1268. 3 squrae miles of rural area 
and as many as 562 · 852 persons are 
living i~ rural. _areas a.s against 19.772 
persons in urban areas. There are 
altoge-ther.. -1241 ··- villages in the 

Mangaldai Sub-Division, out of these 
· villages J176 are uninhabited villages 

and 65 villagese are uninhabited 
villages. So the total persons living 
in those villages are 562,852 persons. 
The Mang0ld~i :S.ub-Division like 
other parts of _Assam is a hotchpo­
tch of various faiths, and if the 
total population is .divided on reli­
gion-wise basis we . shall . get the 
following equation ; .the Hindus 
387510 .; "the Muslims 165816; the 
~hr!stians 28174 ; the Jains 578; 
the Buddhists . 362 ; .the Shikhs 
149 ; and 26 persons are of other 
religions and 8 persons whose reli~ . 
gion is not .stated to be determined. 

There are as many ·as six police 
stations in . the Mangaldai Sub­
Division . and , the biggest police 

_station is _ the Mangaldai with an 
area of 372.0 square miles. · In this 
Sub-Division there is. one ·c-ollege one 

O.overnment ,Higher Second~ry School, 
',Qne A.id~d . ,Higher Secondary and 
Multipurpo-se School, as many ·14 
Government Aided and Recognised 
Hi_gh Schools, more than 3 Unaided 

Souvenir 

but Recongised and Unaided and 
Unrecognided High Schools and about 
8 or 9 Venture High Schools. (*) 

But now Mangaldai is able to 
have nursed as many as three 
Colleges and a good number of 
venture . High Schools are being 
established. The sub-division is 
touched by as many as six Railway 
Stations and a Steamer Ghat ( now 
unused ) . Besides this, there is every 
day regular Motor transport sevice 
communication linking Gauhati and 
Shillong. There are six Anchalik 
Panchayats and the Dalgaon-Sialmari 
Anchalik Panchayat is the biggest 
one in the Sub~Divis'iqn which 
C~)Vers a p_opulation of 83, 774 
persons. There is one Jail, a Sub­
Treasury Office, and banking facili­
ties having the branches ·of the 
State Bank of India and the Assam 
Co-opfrative Apex Bank: 1be cor.- · 
tr_ibution of i·evenue by the Sub­
Division in different heads is a large 
amount. A . s'ection of people of 
Mangaldai is demanding a new Sub­
Division :either at Udalguri or at 
T<;tngla. :a We think, now it is right 
. t. 

time .Jor our popul~r · Government 
to-, )ook into . the matter for the 
benefit of its inhabitants.· 

' ' 
. At present . Mangalc'aj IS the 

Sub-Divisional Tov, n en d 1t rs also 
the name of the Sub-division itself. 
The origin of the wor ' Mangaldai' 

. \ 
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IS the . assessed by a good many 

writers in different ways. The famo­
us scholar Dr. B. K. Kakati in his 
thesis ASSAMESE ITS FORMA­
TION AND DEVELOPMENT at page 
55 and 56 while discussing the ~·Bodo 
Place-names'' it has been ascertained 
that the word 'Mangaldai has come 
to use by adding the word "dai'' 
which means water after the word 
'Mangal~ e.g Mangal-dai. so also 
Bhog-dai. According to Shri . Dine­
swar Sarmah the writer of "Mangal­
dai'', the word Mangaldai was named 
after "Mangala Devi' a daughter of 
a Darrang King. The Census of 
Ind:ia 1961~ Assam (District Census, 
Handboo~, Darrang) also supported 
the contention of Shri Sarmah with 
a slight modification and at p·age 
447 of the said book it runs thus 
"It is said that this place was 
renamed after the death of 'Man­
gala Devi' the daughter of a Darrang 
King.'' 

Although the word Mangaldai 
has its significant and meaningful 
historical origin still we are not 
divertej our attention herein this 
s:n1ll artic le regardin:s the etymolo­
gical proposition of the origin and 
development of the word Mangaldai. 
H:owever, in the existence of some 
r~Iigious sacred places. like Bhairab- . 
kunda of Barsi lu.jl1ar I\!Iauza, Muku-

Souvenir· 

teswari Mondir of Ambagaon Mauza, 
U mandarthan of Chinakona Mauza, 
Muradeor Mondir of Kalaigaon Ma­
uza and Kamakharthan in village La­
khimpur of Kalaigaon Silpata Mauza 
of this Sub-division. we can not deny 
it that the origin of these places 
related to the ancient H indu cul­
ture and civilisation of prehistoric 

age. 
FormPrly the present Mangaldai · 

Sub-Division with an additiorial area 
was known as Darrang. The boun­
dary of Darrang is very clearly 
described by Suryyakhari Daibajna 
in his Darrang Raj Vamsabali ( A 
chronicle of the Koch Kings ) com­
posed in the Sixteenth century. 
According to the said chronicJe, on 
t he north of the Kingdom of Darrang 
there were the Solemun mountains, 
on the . south the han dsom e hi :!Js, 
on east the river Bhairabi a1:d on 
the west the river Kartowa. The 
relevant lines are as follow ~-
"~t <>n f>Tut ~~tf~~ ~ ·~ T5iiVI1~ "1m <!!:[~ 

J'f~~T ,7.'5T ~ ~T. '-'1"1 f<1~~ ; 
,tt<~\!l ?,~"'~ "1~i 9jfif5~'~ ' <l-tC~ i~t 01;;')-

. <lt<J> CJ'f~ "1C<I ~S' ~~ I 

~'Br.~ ~r ~f~ f'i'f r ~ vrf'ff.'C~ 9J~~ f15~ 
~~ 15}fq;rr.~ ~-r;Q', t ~f.-r 1'' 

Shri T. Sarmah, a prominent 
wri ter and a vateran law)er of 
Mangaldai in his book ' '<::;hilar8i'~ 

at pagf;( 22 stated that the ancient 
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arra11g State was ' ·situated by the 
lower part of ·the Bhutan Hills . 

It is also found that during the 
first half of the Seveteenth · century 
(1615) the western boundary of Da­
rrang was Batnadi. ·, ;On the death 
of king Bali Narayan ( the Koch 
King ) the Bornadi which at present 
forms the western boundary of 
Darrang, was fixed as the frontier 
between the Muhammadans and the 
Ahoms.'' ( page 7* ) 

Once the Darrang State wielded 
enough power and King Krishna 
Narayan of Darrang attacked Gau­
rinath Singha the Ahom King while 
the :later was at Gauhati being 
seriously threJ.tened by the Moamo­
ria insurrection in 1792 A.D. But 
he w~s defeated by Captain Welsh 
and .King Krishna Narayan had to 
pay tribute of Rs . l20·oo in a royal 

ceremony of the A horns . . 
The history of Darrang is very 

che:1uerej and till now we are not 
getting a plenary chronological 
history ef the . Darrang Raj F~mily 

or the ancient Darrang Kingdom 
composed on by approaching scien­
ffic.; method. The decendants of the 
Darrang Kings are still living in 
the Mangaldai 'Sub-Division and with 
the advent of . the East India Com­
pany they began to concentrate m 
the present Mohanpur village of 

,, 
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Rangamati Ma'uza. However, they 
have maintained their family tradi­
tion by ·dwelling the members of 
the family within an earth fortifi­
Cation which is commonly known 
as '·Gor".The original Gor or ram­
part is still .in existence in the 
Mohanpur vil:lage with the traces 
of the ponds and plinths of the 
big palaces of the Dafrang Kings. 
The total area of the Goris 65 
big has · 3 kat has and 6 lessas. The 
present dag numbers and the areas 
of the land covered by Gor are 
as follow :- · 

By dag no. 7, 46 B. 4 K. 4 le­
ssas, by dag no. 8, 2 B. 3 K. 8 
lessas, by dag no. 10, 1 B. 2 K. 2 
!essas. by dag no. 4, 12 B 0 K. 14 
leohas' by . d~g no. 5, 1 B. 2 K. 17 
lechas and by · dag no. 9, 1 B. 0 K. 
1 lechas. 

The kjngdom Darrang cam.e under 
the cuntrol of the East India 

Company after the treaty of Yan­
daboos, 24 Feb. of 826. · But the 
decendants of the Darrang kings 
were allowed to enjoy enough lands 
under l} , liberal agreement. ''There .. . . 
is a special class · of · Nisf-KheraJ 
estates in the Mangaldai subdivision , 

of the Darrang district, belonging 
to the . famiJy of the Rajas of pa­
rrang. In 1838, Captain Jenkins 
proposed that these lands .iQJconsi-

'·' 

,\ 
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deration of :the h{story and :status 
of the :family, should be settled 
with the 'Rajas at'halfthe ordinary 

. assessment on ·the cultivated 'areas 
only. This was sanctioned by 'the 
Government ·of BengaL" (The Assam 
Land Revenue Manua1 Vo]. 1 Page 
I xxi ) Bul when the lands were 
.alienated it was ·· assessed at full 
Khiraj rates. latter on it was 
found that the Darrang Raj Fami ly 
held 53, 836. 'bighas of land ·in 19 
estates. But the present ·position 
·o'f the decendan'ts of the Dartang 
·Kings is deteriorated and with the 
.enf.orcement of the Assam ·Fixa!tion 
of .Ceilings bn Land H oldings Act, 
1956, and its ·amendment, th~ situ­
ation is further accelerated from 
bad to worse. 

·Geograph:icaJ.ly the ·origin of the 
present Mangaldai · is very recent 
and the easten1 boundhry of this 
district Darrang . at the beginning 
.of the British regime included the 
present Bish'nath. This Sub-Division 
,took the present shape with the 
present surrounding boundaries just 
after ·it wa·s ·swayed by tl'l.e Britis­
hers3. All the three sides of this 
sub.:divisiofl are less important than 
its. northern boundary. Geographi­
cally as well as pJlitically this Sub­
Division is bounded by the Bhutan 
Hills ·. to the north s1rtce time 
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immemorial in · addition ·to ·a iiegli­
gi ble portion of the present :k 'am eng 
'Frontier . . It should be nofed that 
the extreme northern side of tliis 
Sub~Divisioh is full of jungles 
excepting a few tea gardens ; 'e.rtd 
'the present Khalingduar Forest 
Reserve consting of 26. 80 spuare 
miles covers a ptedorhinant protion 
to ithe north ; beyond which the 
Bhutan Hills ( The fC?o't hills of 
the Himalayan Range. ) Bhutan 
as a neighbouring country sin\ce 
prehistoric period ·there existed some 
sort of commercial 'relationship 
between the people · of 1Manga1dai 
and Bhu~an. 'It is· evident even 
now-a-days fhe . Bhutanise b'usiness­
men . come dow'n to tl1e markets of the 
plains of this Sub· Division during 
the winter seasons with their in·d i­
geno'us prdducts such as wonllen 
clo'ths ( locally known as ''Bhut'ia 
T honga' ), lac, Chillies. Jabrang (a 
kincL19f punient seed ). ~ogs, Dan­
kies,· Sanda'! woods, Kastun ( mus·k J, 
precious stoi1es, various kind of 
medicinal herds etc. Formerly they 
as also brought guld. All these 
products were excl\anged either in 
terms of local coins or · ~iods. 
But with the beginning of the 
Independence: the peopJe of M.angal­
dai are not getting the so taPed 
'Bhutia Thonga' and the same has 
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completely Vdnished from the · local have established· ·some Check-Posts 
m-1.rkets . Perhaps the supply is and adpoted other measures in impor­
diverted to some other direction or tant places. Further with the con­
they can not produce abundantly struction of the present road from 
in order to export. - N.E.F.A. towards this Sub-Division 

Recently, Govern ment of' Bhutan t he ·importance of this region 
established a small township a t becoming more critical from various 
Bhairabkunda about a mile distant directions ( the road not yet com­
from the Indo-B hutan border inside pleted ). 
Bhutan. And another industry is Locally a serious problem is also 

rapidly deve.lo pin~ in Bhutan just ari sing du t>: to t\1;:) reckle:;s encraoch­
about five m:lles away from the Indo- ment of the vacant places of t he nor- I 

Bhuta~ boundary. This industry thern side o:f this Sub-D ivision by th e 
is the coalmine of Bhutan and ·the land- hungry people within and out 
place is known as Kailarkhani side th is Sub-Division . The creation 
( Co1Iiery} T he coal mine also of the Tribal Belts have not served 
fa lls to the north of the Mangaldai 1 he purpose for which it was. 
Sub-Division in Bhutan a nd the introduced rather it adding fuel s 
former is the only out-let to capture to fire in the practical problamatic 
any coal market out side Bhutan. life of many Tribals and Non-

Almost all the rivers of the Triba1s . On the other hand a 
Mang::~ldai Sub-Division conveying good number of unauthorised 
plenty of water from the I-limala- persons are dealing in illicit disti­
yan Mountain · Ranges flow down ll a tion of alchohol taking shelter 
to the south of the Mangaldai to the easy unaccessib le forest areas 

• Sub-Division and . ultimately merge and lack of keen and proper watch 
into the mighty Brahmaputra river ' and action of the a u thori ties co n­
at the extreme south of it. These cerned. The road communication 
river beds during the winter~ a re with in the Sub ·Division o:f 
good passes to proceed upto the Mangaldai is n ot good and the 
remote villages of Bhutan and fur- same is worse in the northern 
tber off. . The northern boundary M angaldai and a vast area inc! uding 
of the 1\lfangaldai Sub-Division be- the Corramoe Tea estate hardly 
come more seriously important with can be reached durin g the rainy 
the Chinese aggression ·of India in se1sons and t he access ibility depends 
1962. The. merging of Tibet with u pon th e mercy of the river 'Bhola ·. 
C hina the strong foreign hold beco- · Thus ')'from various points of view 
ming tn:)re nelfer to our country. the northern border of Mangaldai 
Moreover during the present days of is no more less important for the 
scien tific development the Himalayan security of the contry and it requ­
Ranges are no more an invincible ire<> careful treatment bo th ~from the 
barrier. H owever, our Government political and ad ministrative looko ut. 

* Eigures used here taken from the Census of India 1961 Assam, 
District Census Handbook; Darrang. 

. I 
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Development Of Legal System 
I 

In Vedic Ages In India. 
S. P, Bordoloi, B. A. LL. B. 

Legal system evolved with the m the unverified or unverifiable" in 

Indian people during the vedic ages 

( 1500 B.C. to 500 B.C. ). It ke~ps 

unbreaking continuity from the legal 

institutions of our Aryan forefathers 

till the comlexities of the modern 

society in all aspects. Some legal scien­

tists confuse the real context . of Indian 

legal definitions compiled in different 

Vedas, Vedantas, Dharmasutras etc, as 

religious dogmas. This Article atms 

at analysing in a nutshell Indian legal 

system as secular and unmixed with 

religion. Law is slow-bought achieve­

ment of the Aryan mind through the 

passage of time to cross over the steps · 

of savage ages and lift themselves from 

the wild beasts . The Aryan people 

declared liberation of human mind 

from blind faith, from baseless trust 

the name of religion as it is found 

from the depth of their knowledge. 

''The gods are later than 

The world's production" 

(Nasadia Hyman) 

The Vedic Aryans solved the social 

problems of theirs on the basis of logi­

cal reasons (Naya). The legal term 

"Dharman" is defined as ''the chief 

motive urge was social preservation and 

social continuity and maintenance 

whicl:., the term "Dharman" etymnlo-
t 

gically means. (History of Sanskrit lite-

rature). With the growth of political 

institutions, there developed different 

branches of laws in the spirt of vedic 

Riks . customs and juristic laws. "Dhar­

ma" should not be mis-conceived as 

OKDISCD



14 

only religion, but, Aryans develo­

ped their philosophy of life on 

the basis of Dharmans (Laws), 

which is derived from verb "Dhi'' 

with ''rna~" suffix to mean · to pres'erve, 

bear, seize, duty etc. All Dharma­

sutras, Sanhitas disciplined the beha­

viours of Aryan people and systema­

tised the soCiety. The~e sut'r'as have 

been carrying over the holy spirit of 

vedas and veqantic moral philosophy. 

Souvenir 

taking one from each Asharamas, 

expert in mimamsah, dharmacharyas 

and scholars in Ashasastras. The pari­

shad could reject old la~s· and fram 

new ones. Dharma· is the creation 

of assembly : Dharmaya samaya pro­

manam." The judge also could take 

independent decision for equity and 

justice, which, later on, became laws 

The members of this law-making body 

were appointed by the head of the 

Law is a moral philosophy to systema- state in consult3rtion with the p,am.dita­

tise the human behaviour for the ac- matya. 

hievement of peace and order in the 

society. 

Legal system gerrr1inated in ve­

dic ages to control the irrational desi­

res of "the holy law hath quelled, even 

t~e m:lghty man of war (Rig veda, 

vili. 75.5). The Aryan Rishis unlike 

· the priests of religions were seers and 

formulated Dharmasutras in confor­

mity with the trend of the society-in 

the Sabha and Samity with the Head 

of the state : Prajapat~yduhitorau 

sangvidhane :. The Sabha and Sa­

mity were · the daughters of the Praja­

pati, the leader of ·the people. The 

law parishad was consisted of ten me 

mbe.rs and there were three wise men 

~ig-veda m stokas I/1'2/18, 1/1'64/ 

43-50, 3t11ff, 360/3, S/26/3, 5;53f7 
and 5/72/1, dn'equivocal'ly states D'h'ar­

man with the meaning of laws. 

Vasistha and Gota:ma adopted the 

term of Dharman to mean law. 

Yaska also mearit dl-tarman as Laws 

in his Nirukta. Yanjavalka, one of 

the earli~st law-makers of India, pro­

bably, lived during 500 B.C. to 300 
B.C. mentions twentv expouiH:lers of 
Dharma!~ Laws. The~e had been laws 
of crimes, civil laws, revenue Laws 

' succession laws, laws of Transfer of 
property. Marriage laws_ aud code of 

conduct etc. etc. These laws are scatte ­
red, but scientific. ..l\1ann describes 
18 soverign states of 'Bharata-
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barsha and each state possessed inde­

pendent legal systems according to 

their own suitability. But, laws fra-

med in one state were sometime 

followed by the judges of other states 

also. The king in monarchy or the 

Ganapati like Ugrasena of Jadava 

dynasty were bound to take oath of 

allegiance in Rajasuya ''Ranga aba 

rajasukham, Rajabai . rajaskhe nestra 

bhabati:'' The officers were also bound 

to take oath of alle~iance at the 

altar of Soveregin authority. 

Dandabidhi IS criminal law. It 

gives shelter not only to man but 

the animals also got reasonable shel­

ter under the banyan tree of laws. 

Crime IS sc ~ cial nUisance m rem. 

Intention · to commit crimes has been 
r! 

In Vatsayan's Naya classified as im-

pious (Papatmika) and auspiciOus 

(Subha). T he impous intention leads 

to adharma 1 U11lawful) and auspi­

cious to dharma. Adharma may take 

three forms, na1Tiely, physical, verbal 

and manta! depe .1ding upon the con­

dition of its functioning. Physical 

unlawful expresses itself in three di­

fferent forms as · physical cruelty 

~himsa), theft (ste'ya), sexu~l perver· 
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s1on (Nisidhya Maithuna). Verbal 

unlawful expresses ·itself m three 

different forms as falsehood (Mithya), 

rudeness (Katuki), insinuatian (Sucha­

na) and gossip (Asambadha). Mental 

unlawful expresses itself in three diffe · 

rent forms as illwill (Paradruha), 

covetousness (Paradra byavipsha) and 

irreverence (N astika). (The U panis­

hads by Swami Nikhilanada) · Patan­

jali in his Rajayaga says that dharma 

is applicable to : Sarbatha, sarvada, 

sarbabhutanam anabidroh. 

Dayabhaga is old civil laws. Daya­

bhaga deals in succession inheritance 

occupa'ncy right, right to loss-gained 

property, right in rem right in per­

sonum. Lineage of inheritance, sys­

tem of confistication. arid right to the 

property of deceased person by the 

Gmu or Sishya etc have been clearly 

dealt in Yaksha's Nirukta. 

Barsayani's Bharmasutra and Gota­

ma's Q,harmasutra deal in revenue 
v 

laws. Basistha added the Appendix 
of t>xempted persons. Manu has given 

the new theory of taxation that the 

tax should be as.sessed on the savings 

of the person. He has added a long 

list of different rates of taxes prevai­

led during vedic ages. 
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Rig-veda stated that marnage 

was sacramental institution . Inter­

varna marriage was not unknown. 

Monogamy was the system of family 

life, but, the names of many wives 

were found in vedic literature. Divorce 

was allowed in certain cases for the 

preservation of generation. ''Putrthe 

kriyate bharyah" vasistha has strictly 

prohibited the case of divorce. Even 

he proceeds to say that adultery in 

case of woman is waved after her 

next mense (Ritu). The virgin in her 

marriageable age had right to choose 
her bridegroom. 

Atharva veda in sloka 6J87 /88 and 

in Act IX of Mrichakatika described 

that the Rulers and Officers must 

know the laws and consult the text 

laws. In vedic Age it isstated that the 

king always should take advice from 

the astronomists and Daivagyas for the 

cause of healty autmosphere of the 
State : Rastra. 

The king had no right to rule 
over the kingdom, if he failed to 
safeguard the interest of the people. 
He had no · right to enjoy luxurio~s 
life than that of his officers. 
Excess taxes must not be realised. In 
sloka 9/3, of Sauta-sutra, there is pro­
vision for of deposition the inefficient 
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kings or officers. Kausika Sutra also 

supported the same view. The judges 

issued Ahbayika to the accused on com 

plaints of the party with the words ''Gen­

tly, patiently that the court desires his 

presence'' as found in the dramatic 

scene of Mrichakatika. The Judges 

addressed the accused as noble (Aryan) 

and the party addressed the judges 

as honourable Arayan. 

Interstate laws were prevailant. 

The laws to respect the dignity of 

Rajdoots to honour the War laws war 

prisoners and to help the weak kings 

against the agressors were made by 

the Rishis. Thus, the international 

laws were sprung up there m. In 

Santi parva of Mahabharta, Grand 

father Bhishma cited the laws of in­

ternational relationship to Yudhisthira. 

Laws of ev1dence was more scien­

tific and accurate. The agrieved party 

or his relative was entitled to lodge 

complaints before the justice who iss­

ued su~mons to _ give evidence. Evi­

dence was of three kinds (1) Prata- · 

kshya (2) Anuman (3) Upaman. By 

nature evidence was classified into 

three classes : ( 1) Evidence (2) Bene­

volent evidence (3) False evidence. 

.j 
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Barsayani's Dharmasutra rejects the 

hearsay evidence as not maintainable. 

Evidence was taken on oath and it 

was reducd into black and white. 

The assemblies of Rishies could 

change the old unsuitable laws and 

introduce new ones. The Judges took 

independent decision on the merits of 

some cases, if text l;;tws were not su­

fficient to solve the problems. 

The base of judiciar,y was. Gramani. 
Appeals against the judgemenJ of in-

ferior cour,ts lied in the superior cou.rts. 

Brahmasabha. a body offourjud<?;es with 

the chief jus.tice on th e chair was 

the su.preme court. The death sente­

nce required endorsement from the 

king on Ganapati. Dea tl1 sentence is 
hardl y found in vedic literature. 
Sometin1e dea th sentence was con-. ' ·t 
donned by th e kin.g for the birth of 
heir appaJ;ept, victory, and unf~re 
seen events. Eilxe, re p~nten c c and fine 
were c;ommon punish ment durin,g 

· vedic ages, Instead of death sentence. 
the wiscrn cn and Brahmins were sente­
nced to b:wishment in deepwoods. 

There developed such ~ scientific 
legal system in th.c ages six hu.nJred 
ye J rs befo re the birth of Christ. It 
is attri buted tha t T nrlian k gal system 
was in ter mix P.d wit!1 rdi ,gion. It is 
not the fact. The soverc igns <;>[' Bha-

17 

atbarsha created two distrirct prot­
folios : legal and ecclsiastical. The 
Minister incharge of laws was called 
Panditamatya and the Minister m­
charge of religion the Rajapuruhita 
(] aisowals Hindu polity) Secularism 
of Indian legal system lost its force 
in the medeival age due to massacre 
of iptelligentsia class by the invedars. 
The rise of Bud]:list's philosophy in­
jected bear into the mid to P.urohits 
that Hindu religion might be 
extinguished, and, so they termed all 
laws as religious dogmas and explained 
these to the general people that adhe­
rence to dharma was religious pious­
ness. Some puruhit unqualified-unve­
rsed in Dharmasutras mis-interpreted 
laws and prayachitya system was in­
troduced in the name of religion. 

They mis-coloured laws with religion. 
The veda · became to the later sc­
holastic and ritualistic idea of Indian 
priests and puruhits making them a 
book of mythology and sacrificial cere­
monies whi te European scholars see­
king in it for what was alone to them 
of any rational inter<:st, history, myths 
and popular notions ef a primitive 
f£'eople, have done yet, worse wron 
to the vedas" (Studies in vedic inter­
pretations). The liberal mind of vedic 
ag~ drived into the unspecific ocean 
of blind faith in unverified and un­
wrifiable. Let us lead to light from 
darkness··· ........ 

.~~~-
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Law And ·Legal Profession 

Law is a general nile of ex ternal 
human action, enforced by soverign 
political auth.ority. Law is not exclu. 
sive property ·of lawyers as 'it is found 
in other fields of knowledges, ·such 
as physical science, Ethics, Religion 
etc . Law is of different types, su'ch 
as Public Law, Positive 'law. Natural 
L aw, Customary Law, Law of morali ~y 
etc. Law is something more than 
vigilant watch. I t has certainly a 
higher obj ect in view,· besid'es keeping 
a vigilant watch over the respective 
rights and previleges of the members 
of a society or community. The 
main obj ect of law is to promote th e 
well:-being of the society. · I t helps 
the people to get the highest good 
which is possible. Law · always stands 
against injustice oppression and u nfai­
rness, and having the sanction, and 
being the commend of a soveresgn 
political authority, law is supreme a~d 
over all. The theory that king can 
?o no wrong, is exploded. T he ki ng 
1s under the law, for law makes the 
~ing . L aw is no respect of persons, 
1~ rules the poores t. the weakest, the 
n chest a.nd the m1ghtest alike. It is 

Sri. S. L. Ghosh, 
Advocate, M augaldai. 

with help of law only, the poorest 
can prevail upon the richest an d m i­
ghtest. T he ides of law is insepara­
ble connected with right and justice. 
L aw is not right only or might only, 
but clear combination of the two. 
I t is justice, speaking to n~en, by the 
vmce of the . sovereign political autho­
rity. Law is something intensely prac­
tical. It is created by the State for 
the regulatiou of the conduct of the 
people, towarrl s the State and also 
among themselves and as such, the 
obj ect of law will be defea ted, if it 
be u ncertain and vagus. Hence, the 
Lagislature express th ~~ law in a clea r 
and precise manner, so that there 
may not b e any confusion in particu · 
lar cases. But inspite of the earnest 
attempts a nd effo rts, the law-m akers, 
it is sometimes foun d, carinot achieve 
its p rimary quality of certainty and 
practicability for all time to come. 
T his because,. it is not p ossible to fo re­
see all the consequences, as p :u ticula r 
course of conduct enjoined by t~1e Le­
gislature changes in cou rse of tim e. 
Helice the Court is frequently called 
UP..Qn to interpret the express provisions 
of ~law . Thus in process of interpreta 
tion, it is found in course of time that 
the orgin al law has been modified to 
a great extent. T his is u navoidable 
as human intelligence cannot claim to 
he perfect . But the guiding principle in 
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framing laws,~ sho~ld always be cer­
tainty and practicability as far as 
humanly possibles~ otherwise there 
would be confusion, instability and 
disorder in society. The ultimate 
object of law is to lead and guide 
the citizens in almost all activities 
of their lives, so that primary rights 
of citizens ·and peace in society may 
not be disturbed in any way. Life 
of law is reason. practicability, 
certainty and good will of the· public. 
Vaguenes and uncertainty can have 
no plac~ in law. Law and orders 
are backbone · of society. No society 
or :State can prosper and flourish 
without law and ·order. A society 
or a Stae without law and order will 
collapse very early as a building built 
on sands, and chaos and insecurity 
will' take the reinsof 'rule. Law is 
heart and soul of every nation or 
State or Society. It is therefore 
absolutely necessary that all citizens 
should be law minded and united and 
there by to make the country strong 
and L.happy, peaceful and prosperous. 
The end of law is not to abolish 
or restrain but to preserve and 
enlarge freedom, stability and secu­
rity in society. 

International law governs the 
relations, between independent states, 
inter so, it bears strong resemblance 

with private law. International law 

Souvenir 

Is law nations. It means the rule 
acknowledged by the general body of 
civilised independent states, to be 
binding u pan them, in their mutual 
relations. To m.aintain international 
peace and security, Leage of Nation~ 
was formed. But it soon disappea­
red on account of-Imperialiste out­
look and extreme selfishness of some 
of its members. After the League 
of Nations United Nations organi­
sation has been formed. Let us see 
how it works, and how long it 
exists. Every institution must justify 
its existance by its sincere and 
impartial works. 

Legal profession is run by law-. 
yers whose main duty is to stand 
against injustice, oppression and 

. unfairness. It is known as a noble 
profession, learned profession, . in­
dependent profession and a profession 
for ' establishing peace, trarquility and 
stability in society. Practising lawy­
ers are morally bound, by their 
ho,nest efforts. to raise the· standard 

t 

of this noble and learned profession 
by being efficient and industrious. 
There is a ·section of people on the 
country who holds the openion that 
the standard of legal profession has 
fallen low at least in some parts 
states, by reason of the fact that the 
best meritorious students being led 
by pecuniary interest, join some 
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relations, between independent states, 
inter so, it bears strong resemblance 

with private law. International law 

Souvenir 

'is law nations. It means the rule 
acknowledged by the general body of 
civilised independent states, to be 
binding upon them, in their mutual 
relations. To m.aintain international 
peace and security, Leage of Nations 
was formed. But it soon disappea­
red on acq::>Unt of-Imperialiste out­
look and extreme selfishness of some 
of its members. After the League 
of Nations United Nations organi­
sation has been formed. Let us see 
how it works, and how long it 
exists. Every institution must justify 
its existance by its sincere and 
impartial works. 

Legal profession is run by law­
yers whose main duty is to stand 
against injustice, oppression and 

. unfairness. It is known as a noble 
profession, learned profession, . in­
dependent profession and a profession 
for ' estC:J.blishing peace. trarquility and 
stability in society. Practising lawy­
ers are morally bound, by their 
hqpest efforts. to raise the· standard 
of ' this noble and learned profession 
by being efficient and industrious. 
There is a ·section of people on the 
country who holds the openion that 
the standard of legal profession ha~ 
fallen low at least in some parts 
states, by reason of the fact that the 
best meritorious students being led 
by pecuniary interest, join some 
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other profession. If it is true~ though · 
it appears to -be true' to some extent, 
this tendency on the part of the 
maritorious students, · cannot con­
tinue long, .as· they will soon under­
stand that the income .of an emenent 
lawyyer is generally more lucrative 
and attractive then their income in 
any other profession . To be succ-

. essful in his profession. every Jaw­
. yer, must be honest, straight for­

ward, active, hardworking and quick 
.in thinking and outstanding all 
connected facts and ;)circumstances, 
who is cool, reserve and curiously 
slow in thought a'nd action has no 
bright future. This is a profession 
which requires friei1dly hearty man­
ners, strong will, tenacity of pur­
pose, high courage and sprit and 
effective speaking power. Every law­
yer has his duties towards his cou­
ntry. Court. litigent public; an.d 
duty towards the new corners in 
profession. These duties are highly 
noble and should be discharged 
earp.estly and frankly. Junior prBc­
titioners, for their own interest, 
should get assitance a.nd advice 
from their seniors as it is the seniors 
only who can rightly lead them in 
their process of their progress. 

Laws delay is a difficult problem 
to be solved. Attempts and efforts 
are being made irt the country to 
solve this complicated problem. 

20 

Who is responsible for undesirable 
delay. Nobody can be directly 
blamed for it . But it spould kept 
in mind that hasty steps to decide 
cases may hart?J and prejudice ·. the 
parties. It should also be remern­
berd that speed and quality cannot 
go together. However, something 
substantial, may in done. in this res­
pect by sincere and joint efforts of 
ti1e Court, concerning parties · and 
the lawyers concerned or by suitable 
legislation. 

Success in a case mainly lies in 
legal proof of its relevent 'tacts and 
circumstances, variance between plea 
ding and proof is discrediting and 
fatal. But now a days it is seen 
in the legal field, that too much 
reliance in placed on precedents . . 
The authority of precedents as a 
sorce of law is fully recognis­
ed in America. The · codes of Prusia 
and Austria expressly provide that 
the judgment . shall not have any 
force of law. In some other coun­
tries precedents are regarded as 
instructive but not author~tative: . 
The old attitude-towards precedents 
or judgemade law seems, to have 
undergone some changes in England 
and other countries. Importance of 
j u~ge-made law is taken more cri­
tically in England and America. 
showing thereby that the old un­
questioning acceptan:-e of . the auth-

>--- · 
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ority of.a judge-made law is no 
longer the • rule. · Legislature and . 

. j~dic~ture both are law-making age­
ncies . . But statute law is gre~tly 

·superior to case law. Statute . law 
gives command while case law makes 
interpretations and gives instructions. 

Lagislature make laws while judi­
cature interpret and apply _it and 
there,by can change law in a very 
imperfect and indirect manner. This 
interpretation cannot over ride the 
express proviSIOns of s~atutory law. 
Lawyer is not an instrument in. the 

Souvenir 

hand of his . client. To serve his 

clients, may .be ·his highest duty, but 
·he should not forget his duties as , 
a . man. A lawyer is representative 
of ·his client no ,doubt, but he is not 
his clients; trustee. 

Fundamentally and essentially ,the 
legal profession requires the strong 
.desire to go ahead with the practice 
of law. Hard work, . perseverance, 
deep devotion and self-reliance are 

·main pillars of success. These ideals 
shoutd always be honoured, respect- . 
ed ' and followed. 
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~1~~ ~t~ ~~~t~ 

~~~t~ C~5't~ ~ <tlf'f C'Tt~t~ <Hi ~9t­

';{f~"fi f<r C<liR"li 'T~T cq-~~ ~t~t'.'ft\!5 iJIO~t~ 

fi~:~ ~>m I C<tliT."lt~H '~tr.?Jt"lt1S f-i~<rt'-1~ 

9f~ i ~!>i lltrr f.n;if I ~·<f c~ t~t~ ~~ t'10 

'!lfi"l <.!J ~~"{ ~l\!5 ~t •Tt_~ ~t~ 9ff~;;r~ -;r I 

'tiltC<>t t~N t_<vrt~ -srr~~1Eit~ ~~ <rt~ 9fttr.'f ~ 

c<tltr.~t ~n<{ ~r~'!f.~ ~n~r.~ ~tr.?Jt~,.~ \! r~ 

<!\:<! vrtm ~<tl:~ I f<ii~ ~~ 'f~7f 'f!iiT.~t<1l 

~t ~n~ vr~~f( '~rt~~r.<rtr.~ 'f<Fr.?.Ti C'llillr.\!5 

~~~ 15'.1\ ~t~ ~ 'fT.<vf~ . <1l~t 'f ?f'l'f . C1~1 ~51C~ I 

· c~~t ~m:~ -<.!J~ c~~~ ~9t~t~ '5lt :~ 

~1111 · <r r f~<tl c~N<!t~ ~9f~t~\ <ri Neurotic 

cr iminal 1~ ~r~~~ <1l~<r ?f~ i ~me f 

c~~r;-.,tr.~ ·~p~~~~ <f. f.~ f.l;;:(r~ ( U ncons-: · 

oiaus ) ~;{~ ~~,..~~~ ~~t<i\!5 Pr ~~~<f~ 
9 !<111 ~t\!5 'f t ~<r~ c<r.tr.-.,1 'f~t <~~t~ 0!F~t1'ft"1l~ 

CVI~Ift~ . C~ €5't 

<.!J~, . <.!J, <.!JC'f <.!Ja<f -~ 

· <1lt~r.'"1 ottf~'-1 1 c~~~F.'ftr.1S 'f t 'ft<r~r.~ ~~'1~­

~41~ (Symbolical) ~9~~~~ ~r.~ ·1 ~~" 

.~F.'f<tl ~?!~tH ~tr.~r.~ C\!l~r."ltt<1l ~§{rot 

~0:1~· f<fi<t i ~·{lf~~ <fit~Ht~ 5~~t( <fiR~· 
c~tt'st '5lt..- ~r.~~t<tl C\!l~tr.'ft<fi~ ~?f~t~<( · 

~:; \s.ijfXff (Motive) d;l fol;§'(t "l ~ot\!5 ~H·i~ 

~ftr.1S ~tr.~ §i\i ~~~ <f.~ C\!l~r.~tr.<1l-s f;{r.i!!f . 

fol S?<f ~9f<rt~<f ~~J \5Ci\T11tlr.~ 1J~ O{t?ft~ I 

~Q~t~t~ <if'~<tc?.T ~r.;;; ~t"1~~ llilr.~ 1 l!l<t t~ 
f<tr.~<r '1 <ii~ CDt~t~ \!fC~t~~ ~~ I f~~~~ 

~ft3~ ~w~~ ~Ojr.~ t <fi ~f;l ~~~~-c~r~ 

{"If (lei ) ~ ~:'iii (Ego) ~t_,. g9ft7f-~C'iii 

( S<~per Ego)~ ~~ ~~ ft5tr.<r \a<f ~C<ti · 
'§!~t il · (Conscious) ._t~ · ~'!!~t~ (U nco-

. nscious) · ~.,~ ~'ilt<f 9ft~ 1 <fnif ~~ "flf~1';{ 

~~->t a<f!.'5'f fif~1 , '1\1f~, 'til'~~ ! i ~tfVir;~ 
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PI 9f t~ ~K~ ~~~ ~'ft l'l ) ' I f~ife ~q~ lii~t~ 

~t .G'f c~t~i~ ~'l(j~ -~ ~~"' ~n~n~ c;qfD 
~<r 'l_fr.>T 'l_f~ \5f~:oo~t1 <r~~!> ~f ~ c~~~1 

~"C'>tt~ ~ 1~ Cif~ <llt'l~t~ Vf~~ ~f~<r I ~"C'i'fH 
1'5 1~ 8 ~(I~ '8 1~~ \5f~<l' .!lt1 1jf i<l'f~~ 7~~ ~~ I 
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~9ft~ ~~'i'ft~ ~~lfit~T~~ <i'a<f I ~~~~, ~H~~ 
<rrR3>, IT~ l 'W ~t~ \5fi~ f.h;_Xf([C~ \5ff~~t<t<[) 
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•/ 
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9JHI I ~~ ~t~~"'f ~"i1~ ~~"i1~Qi C<P\!J~<lt"'f 
t 

~~~~ <fit~i1i <rt '!"i1t -8 'Sit?:5f til?:<l tf 15ft"i1"'f 

· \!lil5f~ ~"t<~>t "'f <fi"'fi 11~~ <li~i ~w:~ R~"'f 

\!lil 'i'fC\!Ji ~<t>t"'f ~<fie~ I c~ei1~ J1 <fit"! i11 <rP! i11 
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~fi<!i'!S '1f~~1 9fPlli~lT <!~ <Jfrr ~~~<f <fiT.~ I 
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~l~~ I f;(#Ol't -B <!Hi!i ~<li~t'-1 <tt'!'li '111-, , 

9ft~ ~~ <lt~i ~~~\!3 c~t~ l>t<li<V;.;: ~~ 1f):f 

9ft~ c~·c~c\!3 <.!lTJi ~~ <l~~t~~ ffl~~., 1 c~~~":' . 
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~~ 
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~~ C\!lt;~ ~ <fi ~~ ~tt'! l.!lfS" il~~R "PR' <tt~~ 

9f~i -e~t~ ~tr;~11 

c"!'~flf01i "51t~'if ~ c~ ~ "'<t-< 1501 ~R<rt~ 
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• • 

··The pol~tlcians obv~quslv oftep,go, wr-ong, bnt . t~e 
lawyers and the Jurists in their ivory towers can al~o 
lose touch with realit,y. Therefore, some of. the . greatest 
jucjges have been tho~~ who h~:ve not op.ly inter7 

preted th~ law but adapted it to changing c9.n~itipn~ 
without doing · violence to it." 

- Nehru. 
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.R. Sarma, 
Advocate~ 

In ancient times law was almost ciples .on which his kingdom was 
.inseparabie from reli'gion. ·. Custom to be governed. The great monarch 
which played an 'important part in Asoka ·of ancient I11dia placed the 
the social ,structure . of :human so- . same importance on religion in 
ciety and which in course of time governing his country. The concept 
became a part and parcel of religion of religion in those days, embraced 
was also one uf the ·pvimary sounn~s all .other concepts 'regarding human 
of law. The highest religious hea- · society. The great Epic Mahabha 
ds in. different religions passed religi- Fata enunciated the principles of 
ou.s orders whi:ch dominated over the Ia}V through religion .. 
administrative principle:s of mornar- ·So, one ·of the prim~ry sources 
chs all over the world. The Pope of law, was religion. In ancient 
of Rome, the supreme r.eligious times therefore, Hindu law was no­
head of the Christian world was thing but 'Hindu Dharma'. The laws 
obeyed .with deep . .reverence both , .df Manu, Jagnavalka,and Pani·sara are 
in matters of Iaw ·and religion by instances in point. The pure· · Hindu 
the Christian monarchs of the a· A- .Law . as •enunciated ·by these great 
cient wocrld, The Khalif of ·Bagdad philos.ophers ·and saints govern all 
administered both law and religion, Fhatters amongst Hindus, regarding 
Ramchandra the mosJ pop.ular King inheritance, marriage~ . succession 
of the epic age considered religi- e.tc, unless those are · modified or 
ous teJiets to be the highest prin- altered by modern ~tatutes. 
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Souvenir 

I t is in accordance with the ancient 
Hindu Shastras that the laws 
regarding adoption, guardianship, 
family relations. will, gift and par­
tition amongst Hindus, are . applied 

H indu law, however, .has under­
gone substantial modification, by 
statutes in later years. The existing 
~indu law has been applied to the 
Hindus as authorised under article 
372 of the Constitution of India. 
by statutes of British Parliament 
Hindu law was applied to the 
Hindus during Briti sh Rule, and. 
later on, by virtue of section 392 
of the Government of India Act. 
1935. The caste Disabilitie.; Removal 
A; t, 13 5), th~ HtnJ •1 WLJJ.vs Re­
marriage_ Act, 1856, the Hindu 
Inheritance (Removal of Disabilities) 
Act 1928~ the ~hild marriage Regi­
stration Act. 1929 the Hindu women's 
Right to property Act 1937, the 
Hindu Married women's Right to 
s~p~r..tte Residence Act 1946, the 

23 

H indu Marriage Act 1955, the 
Hindu Succession Act 1956, the 
Hindu Adoption and Maintenance 
Act 1956 and the Hindu Minority 
and Guardianship A,ct 1956 are the 
important statutes that have funda­
mentally modified Hindu law. The 
statutes however, have been passed 
to bring about uniformity in th~ 

application of · Hindu Law. Thus it 
is to be noted that the application 
of Hindu Law, in certain matters 
is guided more by statutes than by 
religion and custom. 

Mahamedan Law also is insep~­

rc..bly connected with Mahomedan · 
reli gion. Regarding Mahomadan 
reli _s ion the Holy Quoran represents 
the will of God communicated 
through the Prophet. The ccntents · 
are tresured up in the memories 
of the faithful and also put in writing; 
on palm leaves and . skin in the . 
original stage. 

~ ~~ ~~~~h'~~--"if"~/]1>~~~~ 
~ Phone-63 i 
~ DHAKESWARI BASTRALAY~. . . I •• 

~ · MANGALDAI, ~ARRANG. . . l ' 

~ · (Assam") . · · · ~ · 
~ Always Available here, At Moderate Rates; Trial Soli0ited. . (~ 
~~~~·~-..:?!-'lJ·~~-~~·~~,IV 

OKDISCD



I I 

Let me at the out-set offer my hearty and 
sincere thanks to all the members of the Man­
galdai Bar Association for giving me this 
opportunity to address you all on this . happy 
occasion of th:;, Golden Jubilee Celebration of 
Legal Practice of the three Prominent mem­
bers, namely Raisahib Sri Shukla! Ghosh, Sri · 
Tapeswar Sarma and Purnananda RaJkhowa, 
of this Bar. It is and uncommon and rare 
comhination of the three member's completion 
of fifty year's legal practices almost simul­
taneously in the same Bar. 

This happy and encouraging "Golden 
Jubilee Celebration" for the successful com­
pletion of fifty year's leg a 1 practice of the 
three prominent members of this .Bar, men,­
tioned above with name, fame and reputa­
tion is to be looked with wonder pleasure. 
This celebration will not end only in enjoy­
ment and merry making. But is has its 
tremendous importance as it frails to the 

' ts that deep devotion, sincerity of purpose, 
, i1 courage and spirit, friendly, hearty 

"' uct and behaviour, honesty, efficiency 
.. nd promptness an: main pillars of success 
i n the field of law Lip deep service to the 
legal Profession will iead lawyers unsuccess­
fulness and failure. 

The profound ea.rnestnefis, all-round plea­
sing and satisfactory conduct, efficiency, 
honesty, sincerity and unfailing perfonnance, 
with which Sri Ghosh, Sri Sarma and Sri 
Rajkhowa have been carrying on their legal 
profession, are remarkable and instructive. 
They will remain as guide, friend and 
philosopher to future generations. 

Mangaldai enjoys historical importance 
of its own, The town is situated on the old 
high bank of the Brahmaputra. Mangaldai 
was formerly the headquarters of the barrang 
District ( Desh-Darrang ) which has been 
shifted to Tezpur by the middle of 19th 
century as the Brahmaputra receded far off · 
to~ards the south, makfng the place unim­
portant for want of proper communications. 
It also flourished in trade and commerce 
for which western part of Mangaldai Town 
is still known as Gudum or Gud~wn, as huge 
quantities of commodities brought from o:ut­
side were stored there for distribution in diffe­
rent parts. History supports that the name 
of Mangaldai is derived · from Mangala 
Devi, the beloved daughter of the then Koch 

' . 

King. Once Mangaldai was famous for its 
acad~mic and· literary advancement in 
Assamese language. The great and widely 
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·khown and reputed po~ts like Ram Sarswati, 
i,'G(i!l~binda. Misra, Pitambar Sidhanta Bagish, 

'•',Sufya Khari Daibagya and several .others 
flourished here and made their valuable con­
tributions to enr ich Assamese language 
Their literary achievements and attainments 
were of high order. 

After the district Headquarter · was shifted 
from here to Tezpur a Subdivisional Admi­
nistrative Centre was establtshed at Mangal­
dai for Revenue, Civi l and Criminar Admi­
nistration. Courts and Offices wer:e establi­
shed for respective purposes. Court lan­
guage was Assamese which was ~ ubsequently 
charged into Ehglish to suit the convenience 
of the English Officials Eng li sh kliowing 
lawyers from outside, one after unother, : 
came and · started practice in Mangaldai 
courts. Names of some pioneers prectiti­
oners are Krishna! Dutta; Sreenath Baner­
jee, Keshab Chandra Sarkar, Nabahash 
Goswami, Hemanga Bose , Chandranath Das, 
Sarunath Nath and others . There was no 
Bar Association, no Bar Library. The 
Lawyers had to accommodate themselves by 
making their own arrangement. Long after 
it appears from records that the legal 
practitioners of Mangaldai courts formed 
the Bar Association · on the happy and 
memorable day of 29th April, 1925 with 
the following members ~-
1. Raisahib Sri Shukla! Ghosh, 
2'. Sri Purnananda Rajkhowa, 
3: Sri Ta'peswar Sarma, 
4'. Late . Kumud Ram Bora 
5. • , Hiralal Bose 
rJ~ , Ratneswar t;)asgupta 

and others . 

Pleader, 
B. L. 

" 
" Vakil, 

Vakil, 

Raisahib Sri Shukla! Ghosh was elected 
founder Secretary of the Bar Association 
There was no President of the Assodation 
recently, Mr. Ghosh has been elected Pre- · 
sident of the Mangaldai Bar Association 
and is continuing as such at present 

The Bar Association about four years 
after its formation, got its Library Building 
constructed with the help of Late Jagabandhu 
Das, P. W. D. Contructor of Mangaldai Town 
who bore all the construction c;ost at first 
which was paid up hy the;; Association after-

wards. The Library Building with its newly 
but it beautiful conference ha 11 has become 
convenient and valuable assets of the Asso­
ciation . 

The Associations' Library, though not 
well equipped, contains large number of 
important law books of great writers and 
authorities on law of the country. The 
Association is subscriber of All India Reporter 
Assam Law R~port, Criminal law Journals 
and other local news journals etc. for 
enlightenment of its members. 

It is, of course; worth-mentioning here 
that the most of. the prominent members of 
the Bar, did not confine their activities to 
their practice only, but many of us have 
been in close contact with important public 
works, such as safeguarding of rights of the 
general, public, freedom fighting, Nation 
Building and other national causes. 

Shri Tapeswar Sarma of whose Golden Ju­
bilee is going to be celebrated and late Kumud 
Ram Bora gave their practice and joined 
the non -cooperation movement jn 1921 and 
both of them suffered imprisonment for one 
year each. In 1935, the members of this 
Bar jointly in a meeting, protested against 
the proposed trrnsfer of Mauza Orang from 
Mangaldai Sub-Division to Sadar Tezpur 
Sub- Division and they became successful. 
As since, then the members of this Associ­
ation, considering the geographical~ social, 

I economical, and political situation of this 
Sub-Division, have been rais ing voice against 
any such attempt of bi-furcation of it and 
trying to upgrade the Mangaldai Sub-Divi­
sion to a full fledged District. In 1939-4 
Sri Bipin Chandra Medhi joined the revo­
lution under the leadership of Mahatma 

I Gandhi and suffered imprisonment for 9 
months. After independence alsd some 
members of this Bar have. been fighting for 
the cause of people, as in 1950, Sri Sandhi 
Saharia and Sri Mukti Goswami organised ' 
a Satya&raha movement with the local land­
less people on the waste and excess land, of 
Ranthali Tea Estate and Sri Saharia was 
arrested bv the Government and sent to 
police custody for a long period. 

,'J· 
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Souvenir 

Sri purandar Sarma, Sri Bfpin Medhi, Late 

Badaruddin Ahmed and Lal·e Sasadhar Ghosh 

were e lected members of the Assam Legisla­

tive Assem':>ly for severa l terms. 

From this Bar, 'sri P. Rajkhowa, Late Nabin 

Sarma, late Abbas Uddin Ahmed, Sri Govinda 

Barua. Sri Saiful Haque wer e appointed as 

Magisl·rates but a ll except Sri Saiful Haque 

and L. Abbasuddin Ahmed resigned from their 

services and rejoinad this )or. 

During the Chinese aggression, the mem­

bers of this Bar forming th e Mongaldoi Eva­

cue Ralief Committee, devoted to humanly ser­

vices to the distressed evacue peop le hailing 

from NEFA Region and contributed a conside­

rab le amount to the Nal·ional Defence Fund. 

Sr i Furnananda Raj khowa, Sri Pu ronda r 

Sarma, and Late Badaruddin Ahmed were e lec­

ted Chairman of the Mangaldai Local Board 

for severa l terms. Sri Shukhlal Gh osh , L. Bada­

ruddin Ahmed, L. Ratneswar . Dasgupia and 

tate Kumud R':lm Bora were honoured with 

the position of Chairmanship of Mongaldai 

Town Committee ..yhi le Sri Tapeswor Sarma, 

Sri Bipin Medhi were e lected chairman of the 

Mangaldai Municipal Board. Sri Bhogram pat­

wari, L. Kartik Barua, Sri Mukti Goswami, L. 

Naranath Rajkhowa, Sri Ambik~ Barua were 

elected M•;nicipal Com11issione:·s of lhe Mon­

galdai Municipal Board. 

Not last but least, the members of this 

Bar have alw;:~ys bE) en at the caus·e of p~o­

phs' S<;!rvice. They pla)ed an actl've part in 

Oil Refinery movement in 1969 and Sri M•;kti 

Goswami, Sri Saifuddin Ahmed, Sri Naziruddin 

Ahm ed , Sri Siba Rcjkho wa , Sri Mali Sa ikia; 

Sri Sashi · sarm~, Sri Jyol i Ghosh, Sri Giasu ­

ddin Ahmed, Sri Chandra Kan\·a Barua, Sri Satya 

nath B::~rua and Srj Abdul Wahed cour\'ed ar - · 

rest wh E) n offered Satyagraha . . 

Th,ere are innumerable insran<;:e that · the 

membets of this Bar jumped at any prob lems 

the peop le of Mangaldaj face and extended 

social services · to them as at the time of ear· 

thquake. floo <;l. etc. 

The Mangaldai Bar Association can be 

we ll designated as the guardian of legal righi·s. 

The members of i·his Bar Ass.ociation, without 

any expectation of gain, fougl,t against the 

police 'at-rocities and they were successful to 

estab lish the fact for with the persons invo l: 

vep in the atroci:·ies have been pul under trio.l. 

Aga jn they took up 1·he cause of death of Sri 

Deobara Ball·u Kachari Within the police statjon 

cus:ody and the said case is still panding in 

the courl'. 

There are some other ins.tances for se­

feguardjng the lege! righ;·s . of the honourable 

cjtizens of ours which are not mentioned for fear 

of being lengthy in my note. , 

.The Mangaldai ~or Associal·ion, has been 

from the very begjnhing enrol led as the unit of 

the All Assam Lawyers' Conference" and duly 

represented a ll the sessions of i·h e "All Assa m 

Lay '" rs' Conference". 

'f Since 1925, the following persons were 

enrol led as l,he ~embers of !·his Bar AssociatiOI)• 

Some of them have left the world for ev.er and · 

some aie in different jobs. 
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]. ) Late Badaruddin Ahmed, 
2) ' ,, · Sasbadhar Ghos}i, 
3) "· Kartik · Ch Bania, · 
4) ,, Abbast1ddin Ahmed, 
5) " Narnath Rajkhowa, 

6) " Nilakanta Choudhury, 
7) " Kalipada ·Nandi, 
8) " N abil). Ch. Sarma. 

9) 
,, · Bashab Ch. Barua, 

10) ,, Duleswar Changkakoti, 

Souvenir 

11) " Gunanm· Deka, 

12) Sri Saiful Haq1,1e, 
(now AD-:\1, Jorhat), 

B) '' Khabiruddin , Ahmed, 
(Mam:adar) 

14) " paramesh Dasgupta, 

(Advocate, Gauhati), 

· 15) · " Mobarak Ali 

16) '' Hem Chandra Sa~ma, 

' . 
Nnme of the Office. Bearers of the Mangakiai Bar Association ~-

Period of Office with their designation g:ven below with dates ·g 

' 1. Sri Shuklal Ghosh, Elected Secy. 
. . . 
From 29.4.25 to U.5.28 

2. Sri . Tapeswar Sarma, do 

Erom 11.5.28 to 29.8.31 

3. Late K,artik .Ch. Barua, do 
' From 29.8 .31 to 11.1.33 

. 4. -Late Basab Ch. Barua, do 

1 L 1.33- to 5.8.42 

·.s. Sri Purmi.nanda Rajkhowa, 
., 
GO 

From 5.8.42 to 7-10-44 

6. Sfi Rameswat Sarma, bo 

7-10-44 to 23-12-,47 

7. Late Bashab Ch. Baruq., do 

From 23-12A7 to 20-8-60 

8. Sri Ambika Ch. Barua, · . do 

From 20-8-60 to 9-11-67 

9, Sri Mukti Goswami, Jt. Secy. · 

From 9-ll-67 to 13-2-70 

·Sri Saifudclin Ahmed, do 

·rf , 

From 9-11-67 to 13-2-70 

Sri Sibaprsad Ra jkl+owa ." Librarian 

From 9-11-67 to 13-2-70 . 

Sri Matiram .~aikia, '' Asst .· Libr 

From 9-1-67 to 13-2-70 

10. Sri Shuklal .Ghosh, 
on 13-2-70 onwards .. 

, Sri M ukti Goswa1'ni, . 

· on 13-2-70 

" Sashi Nath Sarma, 

·on' 13 -2-70 

" President 

c . ' .__ecy. · 

" Asst- " 

Sri M ukti Goswami, Elected Libr. · 

'' Sibaprasad Rajkho~a, 

on 13-2-70 

" · Matiram Saiki~, " ' A sst- Libr~ ' 
From 20-8..,60 to 9-11-67 
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Souvenir 

M embers of the Pi'esent M angaldai Bar Association g 

1. Sri T- Sarma, B, A, B,L, Pleader-
2. P. R aj khowa, ' ' " 
3. B, C, M edhi " 

, 

4. " S, Ahmed, M, A, LL, B, " 
5· " S. Saharia, B, Com, B, L, Advocat 
6. R. Sarma, B, A, B, L, '' 

(Chairman, G,S, Commt.) 
7. s.· D assupta, 
8. A. C. Barua, 

, 
" , 

9. " B. K . Ghosh, M, A, LL, B, " 
10. ·'' B. Patwari " , 
11. '' M. Goswami , 

(Secretary) 
,, 

12. " N Ahmed 
13. '' s: Ali B 'A , , , 
14. " J. Ghosh, B, A, L L, B, 
IS. " S. Gosh , 

, 
, 
,, 
, 

16. " P. Sar1na, M , A, B, L , " 
f7. " S. Rajkhowa, M, A, LL, B, " 

(Librarian) 
18. " A. Wahed, B, A, LL, B, 
19. " M. Saikia, M , A, LL, B, 

(Asst, Librarian) 
20. " G , Ahmed, B, A, LL, B, 

21. " S, Sarma, B, A, LL, B, 

(A sst, Secretary) · 
22. " G, ·Barua, M, A, LL, B, 
23. '' R, N, Deb~ B, A' LL, B, 

" , 

, 
, 

, 
,. 

24. " C, K , Barua, B, Sc, B, T, B, L, " 
25. 
26, 
27. 

( President) 28. " S. Kanpond, B, A, LL, B, '' 

M embers of tbe Goiden Jt bHee Celebration Committee 

'' S. Barua, B, .~" • B, L, " 
" H . R ahman, M, A, LL, B, " 
" 0. R ahman, M, A , L L , B, " 

1, Sri ·R, Sarma, Advoca te President 
2, " S, Dasgupta, " Member, 
3 '' S, Ali, '' " 
4, · " S, Rajkhowa, " " 

I feel proud to state that this 
Far As~o :: a tion has a good reputa­
tion as an honest Bar and it is ador­
ned with prominent legal practitio­
ners with brilliance and adherence to 
loyalty. It is fact of gladitory that 
there are members having different 
political ideologies, different religious 
sects, different language speaking per­
sons, but all we are legal practitio­
ners, custodians of laws, all are we 
the leaves and branches of social ba­
nyan tree with great unity and co-

5, " S, Sarma, 

6, " P, Sarma, 

" 

" 

,, 

" 
7, " M, Goswami, , 

Secy, Bar, 

operation at all times. 

Let us have the' blessings 

Lead us from untruth to truthfulness. 
Lead us from darkness to light. 
Lead us from mortality to immortality. 

l\tlukti Goswami, 
Secretary, 

Bar Association, 
Mangaldai (Darrang) 

Assam. 
:t. m •Y! :t 

-·>f<·~ - §!£·>l;..l<--
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1956 
Fro m L. to R. Sit t ing:- -

$: L. Ghose, K. C. Barua , B. Das, ( then SDO ) Ch ief Justise Mr. Sarajoo Prasad, B. C. Barua, (then Secy. Bar) 
B. Ahmed, N. C. Sarma, T. Sarma, R. Barua, ( then magt.) P. A to C. J. 

Sta oc3mg :---
M. Gaswom i, N. Ahmed, N. Choudhury. B. Pa towari, S. Dasgupta, S. Saharia, S. Haque (Now ·A D.M. Jorhat) 
N. Rajkhowa. J . Bhuyan ( ~hen Muns iff ) K Barua (then magt. ) M. Taimur (then Sr. EAC.) R5 .m ma, P. Rajkho~a. 

~-
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1972 
From L to R ( Sitting ) Advoca tes :-

5. Saharia, B. Patowari, R. Sharma, P. Rajkhowa, S. L. Ghose, T. Sarma, P. Sarma. C. K. Barua, S. Barua. 
Standing Advocates:--- Km. R. N- Deb. G, Ghose, S. Ahm~d. H. Rahman, A. C. Barua, G. R. Baruah S. Dasgupta, 
M. Gaswami, A. Wahed,O. Rahman, S. Sarma. S. Ali, B. K. Ghos·e, N . Ahmed. 

Sitting in front ( Mana ls ) ;--- Thaneiwar, Hema, Dhiren Sarma. 
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