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CHAAPTER 2

DEMOGRAFAIC AND CULTURAL CHARACTERISTICS

5.1 POPULATION COMPOSITION
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The population compos

ot

the Brahmaputra valley is quite different from that of the

[ Y

middle plain and the
wnalmingly dominated by the immigrant Muslims, the latter
two areas are under Tthe dominance of indigenous Assamese
non-tribals and indigenous Assamese tribals respectively.
The population composition in the chars under study is

discussed below.

oothills., While the formsr is over-

The Bhanganmari char had a population of 12,844

in 1991 as recorded by the Block Development Offica,

Barkhetri. More than 90 per cent of the total vpopulation

are immigrant #uslims who are better lsbellad as Nz Asami

Musalmans (411, 1973). A small group of indégenous Assamese

Hindus {00 families) belonging to Kalita caste has also bes

inhsbiting this char ., In addition, three Harijan familie
are found to have setiled in the char, The char was als:
inhabited by a group of Nepali immigrants, all of whom

subgszquently left for some other more conveniasnt areas.



area once occupiad by them is now under the sole occupance

of the Muslims, but it is still known as the Nepali Basti.

Jete
3

The present pattern of human settlement
Bhanganmari is, to a large extent, the result of the great
devastating flood causad by the earthguake of 1950, Many

of the river bank setitlements wer Wlpe'i away Dv flaog

}-Jo

resulting in rearrangement of them in the subsequent per

od,

However, among the Na Asamiva Musalman there ars some new-

comers who immigrated in the racent years owing to various
reasons like channel migration, growing scarcity of land

and poverty in their native land.

The Kalztrchar on the other hand, is solely

inhabited by the Na Asamiya iMusalmans. According to the

estimates of the Block Development Office, Barkhetri in 1991
the population size of this char was 5,373, These people
were given shelter hers after the earthquake of 1950 which
caused large-scale damage to many of the villages on the
north bank of the Brahmaputra. Since then they with their

descendants and some new entrants have been inhabiting thi.

i

arez.

The inhabitants of the Baladmari char in
Goalpara District belong to immigrant Muslim and Hindu

refugee groups. The Muslims here are callasd Bhatias. They
~ From
came to settle in this char about 50 years back the vil

4‘\

}
u
i}
w
1



near Jogighopa. But the Hindu refugees are quite new in
terms of their settlement in the char. They migrated to
the arez only after the communal violence that rocked

Bangladesh during its partition from Pakistan in 1971.The

size of the total population in Baladmari is 7,547 in
1991 as per the reccrds of the Block Development Cffice,

Matia

3

The population compesition in Burha Chapari is
relatively diverse, the major group being the Nepali.fpart
from Nepali, there are scheduled castes (Bihari),Na Asamivs
§@§§;g§ﬂ§(migrating recently from Rupani, Juria of Nagaon}
and Hindu refugees. Nepali graziers have been inhabkiting
the area for more than 100 years. Other groups zrrived at

different times, but with the same goal of getting ketter

livelihoced.,
5.2 AGE-SEX STRUCTURE

The an&lysis of age-sex structure is very impor-
tant for understanding the demographic characteristics of an
area. Table 5.1 shows the distrikution of populsticn in

various age groups in the Bhangnamari char.

Cf the total ©9 perscas (13.5C pex cent) in the
age-group of 0-5 years, the number of males is 35 and
females is 34. The number of males in the age-group of 2-1C

years is 43 (17.37 per cent, while the number of females is



Table 5.1: Age-Groupwise size of population,
(Nalbari District), 1992

Age Group No. of Males No.cf females

Ny o~} ~
iotal persons

) 34 (13.55])
) 31 (12.35)
10 - 15 29

15 - 20 2

o

5.79) 35 (13,94)
% - 20 20 ( 7.72) 30 (11.95)
30 - 35 17 ( 6.56) 21 { 3.37)
40 - 45 20 { 7,72) 10 ( 3.9
40 - 45 g ( 2.09; 11 { 4.38)
45 - 50 12 (4,03 3( 1,20
50 - 55 3 ( 1.lc) 6 (2.39)
5% - &0 4 ( 1.854) 5 ( 1.99)
o0 - 65 9 ( 3.47) 2 ( 0.80;
5 « 70 2 L77)
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31 (12.35 per cent). In the age groups belcw 15 years,males
constitute 43.24 per cent and females constitute 33.09 per
cent, while the number of males and females in the age grour

of 15-20 years is the same. But the number of females isg

1y
g
[
7

found to be hicher than the males in the age gr

9]

ups ¢
25-30 and 30-35 years (Table 5.1). Males constitute 43,2%

er cent of the total male population in the age groups
P PCT de ¢ j&

between 15 and 60 years while in the same age range females
constitute 58.33 per cent of total female populatien. The

nunber of males in the 60 + years age group is 22 accounting

for 3,50 per cent of total males, while it is only & { 3.1

per cent) in the case of the females.

L«
The sex ratic 1.e., number of femzles per

thousand of males, for Bhanganmari char is calculated to be

1,028,

: 2w
The index of fertility , which indicates the

nature of population growth, is the ratic between number of

children under 12 years and number of females in tha ace

grcup of 15-45 years. It is expressed in teims ¢f per thou-

fete
[

sand of females. The index cf fertilitiy for Bhangarmazri char

: - . Number of males

x 1,000
Number of femalec

2%% Index of fertility =

Number of children under 15

Number of Women between 12245

s . .
- Technigues in Human

fomt

(Toyue, Peter & Newby, Peter,T., 197
Geography)




stands at 1,529.

~

Table 5.2 shows the distribution of pepulaiion in

varicus age groups in Kalarchar. The total number of

perscns in the age group of O-5 vears is 48 (13.c4 per cent
lation), of which 25 (14.29 per cent) are

a4

of the total popu
males and 23 (12.99 per cent) are females. In the age group
below 15 vears, males constitute 42.30 per cent of the total
male population, while females constitute 37.29 per cent of

the total females., The number of females and males in other

age groups up to 60 years is almost same, except for the

&)
D

age group of 20-22 years in which the number of females is
(13.08 per cent) and of males is only 18 (10.29 pex cent;. In
between 15 and ©0Q years of age the percentage of males o
total males is 43.57 per cent and for the females in the
corresponding age group it is 55.83 per ceni. Above 20 years
of age males constitute 3.57 per cent, while females

constitute ©.73 per cent.

The sex ratio for Kalarchar is 938 femalas per

thousand of males acainst a sex ratio of 937 for the whola of
Nalbari District in 1991 (Statistical dand Book,Assam, 1931;.

o
e

ex of fertilid

' ~ b - Tyt '
y for Kalaxchar is calculated
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The size of population within the age ¢roup of 0-5
years in the Baladmari char is 94 (15.51 per cent of fotal)
of which 54 (17.32 per cent of male population arz males
and 40 {13.20 per cent of feuale population) ars femazles.
The number of males and females in the age group of 5 - 10
years is 45 (14.35 per cent) and 52 (17.15 per cent; respec-
tively. 44,55 per cent of the total male population is below
15 years of age, while it is 39.00 per cent in the case of
female population. Number of females in the age group of
20-35 years is higher than the males. On the whols 20,17

per cent of the total male population and 30.17 pe:

L1
[y
o
ct
8]
Fdy

the total female populatior fall within the age range of

15-00 years. In the age group of above ©0 years, males

constitute 5.23 per cent of the total male population, whils

ity

+
e 0O

3]

b

the females constitute 4.29 per ce the total female

population.

The sex-ratio for the

e . = ! ;s o -
females per tousand of males against the sex-ratio of 250
o,

for the Goalpara District as a whole in 1991 (Statistical

Hand Book, Assam, 1991).

The index of fertility for the Baladmari chsr

is 1,593.




(A

The table 5.4 shows the distribution of pepulatisn

in various age groups in Burha Chapari.

Table 5.4: Age Groupwise size of population, Surha Chapari

( Nagaon-Sonitpur District), 1992

Age group No.of males No.,of females Total

0 -5 27 {11,02) 23 (1l1.02} 50 (11.29)

5~ 10 37 (15,10) 22 (11.11) 59 (13,32
10 - 15 40 (10.33) 21 (10.01} ¢l {13.77)
15 - 20 23 (11.43) 13 ( 9.09) 4 (10.337
20 - 25 23 { 92.39) 24 (12.12) 47 {(10.01;
2% - 30 20 ( 8.1o) 18 { 9.09) 38 ( 3.%3)
30 - 3 9 { 3.35) 19 ( 9.00) 23 { ©.32)
35 - 40 9 { 3.35) 19 ( 9.60;} 25 1 9,32)
40 - 45 12 ( 4,50) & ( 3.03) 18 { 4,00)
45 ~ 50 13 { 5.31) o ( 3,03} 19 ( 4,29
50 - 55 3 { 3.27) 4 ( 2,02) 202,70
55 ~ 60 2 ( 0.82) 5 { 2.53) 7 { 1.38)
50 - 65 4 ( 1.03) 4 { 2.02) 3 ( 1,21)
05 - 70 4 ( 1.03} o { 3.03} 0 { 2.2
70 - 75 5 ( 2,04) 2 { 1.01) 7 { 1.33
75 - 30 3 { 1.22} - 3 { 0.23)
30 -~ 85 1 ( 0.41 1 ( 0.31) z 0,45
Totsl 245 198 443

Source: Fiald Work
i

rj

Note gures within bracket iddicate percentace of total.
g P g



Males and females numbering 27 (11.02 per cent
of total malesj znd 23 {_11.62 per cent of total females)
respectively in the age group of 5-1C yeesrs together

B

constitute 11.29 per cent of the total population.iIn the

oy h |

next age group, i.e., ©-1C years, the number of male

da

female is 37 (15.1C per cen
respectively. 1In Burha chapari, the percentages of males
and females below 1% years of age to their resgective

total are 42.45 and 33.33. The percentage share of male
and female population in the age range of 15-00 years 1isg
50.cl per cent end ©2,1% per cent respectively. In the
age group of above 6C years, males constitute 0.94 per zent
of the total male population and females constitute ¢,%

per cent of the total femzle population.

The sex-ratio calculated for EBurha Chapari is
1,237 against the sex-ratio of 911 and 934 respectively in

o
1991 for Sonitpurkﬁagaon districtis.

The index of fertility for Burha Chapari i

[(}]

estimated to be 1,545,

2,2,1 Age-Sex Pyramid:

tion

Joosed
Y}

The basic characteristics of popu

8]
M
C
t"iv
C

]
h

may be illustrzted with the help of population pyremid or
age~sex pyramid. The shape of the age-sex pyramig
describes tie structure of population ir a visual manner.

Ir the develecping or underdeveloped countries, the age-cex
P : s



pyramid is characterised by a fettened base and a ste

[
T

e
el

o
ng

taprering appex which means the presence of more yot

[»

population. But ir the case of the developed <ccuntries,

the age-sex pyramid is characterised by lesser number of

(=

iks

younger and aged population, which form a shape

"bezhive" (Clarke, 19%9).

char, Kalarchar, Bals

=Y gl 3 +
g.c}. The zge-sex pyramids do not gresent a

o

prepared (F

uniform shape like that of a typical pyramid applicable in

an instability in the structure of the population of the
chars. The shape in the case of the chars, to some extent,
correspords to an "anbvil shape"” (Clexrke, 19¢9), wnich
reflects a large proportion of rather young children. But

. .

the situation in the chars is found to somewhat deviate from

L.

this. In the chars, each family has at least 4 to © child-
ren below 15 years of age. The deviation in the shape of
the sge-cex pyramids from an envil shape may be atiribuzed
to the illiteracy and superstition of the char-dwellers
which hinders the success of the family planning preocess, It

ie found that the percentage of populaticn in the ase group

of 0-% vyears is lcwer than that of 2-10 years in almost all
the cases of chers under study (TebleB.1.2, 3, 4), Thie is
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hecauvee of the fact that a considerzble number of child dis

ther due o mzlrutri-

[

before they attain 5 years =-{ age e

tion or lack of proper medical facility.

5.2.2. Dependency Ratic:

. 3 . .
The dependency ratio expresses the gize ¢

dent population on the working force. The dependency

ratio is a value obtained from the sum of the populatien
below 14 years and the population above ©Q vyears of age

divided by the population between 15 and 59 vears multiplied

by a constant, I0C.

Wnile going to discuss the dependency ratio irn the

context of the chars under study it is important to note that

a male child arcund 14 years of age considerazbly participates
in various activities associated with agriculture, lLiost of

years of age as dependents the dependency ratic for the
respective chars has been calculated. The dependency ratic

ie being calculated on the basis of the data cbtained from the

Po-14"  Foos
3. Dependency Ratio = - ~— x K
1559
where - Fy ;. is the populaiicn in the ace group of 0-14 vears
P15-59 is the populaticn in the age grcup of15-5% vears
P is the population in the age .roupg of ol+ vyears




the houschold survey (Table £.3).

Table 5.%: Dependency Ratic of certain chars,

™
[

|.._.l
s}
O
)

Name of the char Populaticn Derenden
0-14 yrs 15.59 yre 60+ yrs oy Ratic
Bhanganmari char 208 372 30 53,08
Kalarchar 141 1s4 27 §1.30
Baladmari char 255 322 28 33, 20
Burha chapari 1’7o 253 30 79.05
The dependency ratio calculated for the Bhanganmari
char is ©3.93, wnile it is as high as 91,30 in the case of

-~

alarchar. The dependency ratio

Burha chapari is 38.20 and 79.03 respeciively.

Another measure having concern with the dependency

asvect is the child dependency ratio . It is

T

betwzen population within O-14 years of age to young &aduit

i

population that, is population in the age range of 13-39

years.

Tabkle 5.0: Child Dependency and Aged Dependency Ratic of
Chars, 1992

Name of the char ~ Dependency ratins  Dependsncy zatio

oI ghiid of aged .

Bhanganmari char 55,91 8,05

Kzglarchar 7o .03 14,57

Baladmari char 79.19 9.00

durha chapari ©7,.19 11.c4
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Aged dependency ratio on the

ratio betwecn population of ©

working population .

~
e

oy

il
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rh

dependency ratio for respecti

Tabhle 5.0.

=

on the ons hand, =~ and a

the other,

(i
(i
[u

[14]

¥

o
P
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-

Name of chars iale litera
Bhanganmari char 47 .4
Kalar char 4,30
Baladmari char 26 .04
Burha chapari 54,09
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36,20 per cent of the total population, whils mals and
female literacy account for 47.49 per cent and 24,59

2
per cent respectively. 30.03 per cent of total popula-

@

tion in Kalarchar are found to be literate . lials and

femals literacy rates in Kalarchar arz c¢a

}_c
o
-
.

40,30 per cent and 14.069 per cent of respective

In Baladmari char, 29.04 per cent of the total
male population and 38.91 per cent of the totel famals
population are found to be literate . The overall

bty

literacy rate of Baladmari is 13,93 per cent,

chzpari. Here 43,93 per cent of the totel population are
literate - and 54,069 per zent of males and 41,9

of females are literate . This has be2n possitle pecause

plain.

The char-dwellers are now giving impertance on

educating their children inspite of economic hardship,lnev
3 % 10, - ey

now understand that it is education wnich would enable
them to get assimilated with the main strszam ¢f Assam and
to have a better livelihood. As a result ¢f this femals

literacy level is alsc gaining importance,

to other c¢hars is mainly due to econecmic constraints, 4&s

w



aed

the arez is situated just near the Coalpara town, the

, + P . -~ P S I
inhabitants have a tendency to engage tnemsslves az dally

Zurha chapari literacy level is comparativelv hign meinlv

by

Nepali immigrants, Nepalis are more in fouch with <the
1

indegenous . people than tne immigrant suslime oz refugee

Hindu Bengalis.
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levels of education in spect of age groups of raspeciive
chars is attempted. In fact, this type of analvsis is
mezningful because many students have to lsave their

schools at different stages mainly due to economic cons-

(1]
79
o
3
(D

traints and pre from family members to perform varisu
h . E"’

housenold and agricultural activities., Table 3.3 shows th

distribution of persons in various educational levels in
respect of their age in Bhanganmari cnar., A closs obssrva
tion of the table shows that there is a tendency to sducat
the new generation. At the higher level still fths number

insignificant, Similarly, at the higner age group, t

number of educatsd persons is nil. Onlv a few people among
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 Table 5.12: Occupational Fattern, :=han

Gaeupation

. Cultivators
Daily wage labourer
. Teacher

(i) L. 7P

{
Rice/K.0il hawker

FRNIRY .. | .
ii) Hizh School

(=3

Petty Fan shopkeeper

Fat (jute) Bepari

~
0
-
0
¢
A
Iy
3
0]
M

Fair price/Grocery

Zollector and ssller

Bamboo craftsaan

¥y
fat
0
s 4
ot
o]
«
]
)]
ot
3
o
e
V)
4

Sycle mechanic
Tubewsz 1l mechanic

Milk seller

Bpatman

(]

o

[

o

%]

(S 1

|5

Zroken material (iron,stecl,aliuriniun;

(@3]

)

N



Pt

(@3}

Source : Field work.

ccupation of perscns encagad
19. Leather seller i
. 20, Social worker{including President/
member of Gaon Panchayat) 7
21. Persons having more than one
occupation ol
 Females in different occupation other
_ than housenold activiiies:

1, Anganbgadi 3
2. Health guide 1
3. Gram Sevika 1
4, L.F., Teacher 2




%1

8]

17. Radis repairing
13. Sead seller

19. Tea stall keaper
Grocery shopkeszper
21. Egg seller

22, Social worker (including president/
member of Cacn rancha

By o N

~ N

Table 5.13: Occupational Pattern, Kalarchar, 19¢
Occupation No.of persons quég;;’_ﬁt
1. Cultivators 56
' Daily wage labourer 24
”f Teacher 5
(i) L.F 3
(i1) M.E 1
{iii) High School 1
Rice/K.oil hawker 1
Microphone lender 1
Braken material collector and seller o)
Unbrella repairing 1
Jwellery (at weekly markets) 1
Rajmistri 1
, Feon 1
11. Petty pan shopkeeper 2
12. Fharmacist 1
13, 4ilk seller 1
4. Tailor ’l
15. Flour miller i
16. Cloth seller {at weskly markets)



~ Table 5,14. Occupational Fattern, Ezledmari char

, 199z
= - . ,
 Gccupation No.of persons engaged
Sultivetor 57
Labourer &
(i) Daily wage labourer 23
{ii) Labourer in bambco transportation 4
(111) Labourers ir vehicles ic
}iv) rdelper of Rajmietri i
v}  Labourer in saw mills 11
{vi}] Helper of carpentex 4
(vii) Rajmistri ) 4
 Swents seller 1
. Cow/buffellow etc., seller Z
fice/ K.0il etc. hawker 5
Fish seller Pia
Bamboo seller 4
Grocexry shopkeeper O
Fanshopkzeper 5
Tlﬂlﬁicksaw/Thela puller g
11.Automobile mechanic 1
12, Chowkider/pecn 0
13. warrying 1
';14, Teacher 3
15. Service (clark) 1
1. Immam (priest of mosgue) 2
17. Social worker (including president/member
of Gaon Panchayat .
16. Fersons with moze tnan cne occupatic 35

Sourcs: Field wozk
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Table 5.1%: Occupational pattern

. .

Ocoupation

Zultivator
Lzbourer
Figh seller

;yegetable se .l

er

ot

Fat (jute] Bepari
Cow/bufellow seller
k ?ire wood w seller
Fan Shopkeeper

vurocery shopkeeper

7allow cart puller

Driver

B LR
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India in its entirity is not fcund to be applicable in the
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Agricultural land (net sown area} forme tne melor

compeonzgnt of land-use in the chars althouch there is

nis mzy be considerecd as land put to neon-agriculiural uss

In sem: parts of the chars,fellew land including current

porulaticn pressure on the available land. Land cateycricss
desicnated as forest and miscellaneous tree crons ana
groves rarely exist 1in the char areas. The follewing Is
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a.BHANGANMAR| CHAR

b. KALAR CHAR

LAND -USE 1992

¢ BALADMARI CHAR

BASTI LAND

NET SOWN AREAS
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of land, The yield of Bagp per ha is 1,533 kg and of Sali

rice is 952 kg.

Ly’

e

Table 6.5: Area under different kharif crops and thei
Xfari P

yield in Bhangammari char, 1992

Crops Area{in ha) P.C.of NSA Production Yield
(in kg) {in kg/ha
Ahu rice 49,48 69.1 51,060 1,032
Jute 10,07 22.44 13, 700 1,107
Bag rice 0.20 0.3 apd 1,538
Sali rice 1.39 2.%4 1,800 952

Socurce : Field wozk

Among the rabi c¢rops produced in bhangammari, the
moet important one is wheat., It is being cullivated in
17.24 ha (24.07 per cent of NSA) with an average vyield of

1,253 kg/ha (Table 6,5 and Fig. 8a, 9a).

Apart from wheat, cropping of sesamum (locally

known as Til), coriander, rapseed, black gram (Mati kalai

M N - A PP
Table ©,9, shows

and lentil (Masur) is widely practised

-

the area under these crops and their yield in thne

Bhanganmari char. The hnectarsage strength of black gram
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ACRICULTURAL LAND-USE

1992

CHAR

C. BALADMAR]

a.BHANGANMAR! CHAR

d.BURHA CHAPAR]

b.KALAR CHAR
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Tabls ©0,5: Area under different rabi crops in Bhanganmari

~

Char, 1992

Crops Area P.C.to Froduc- Yield
(in ha) NSA tion {in kg’/ha
{in kg)

Wheat 17.24 24,97 21,900 1,253
Coriander 5.70 3,04 1,51z 203
Ses amum 1.5% 2.19 255 162
Rapseed 3.98 5,50 1,010 405
Mustard 1.90 2,55 720 379
Black Gram 7.22 11.00 3, 405 4358
Lentil 3.95 5,22 1,000 420
Khechari Kalai 3.25 4,34 1,72 0 329

{Lathyrus sativa)

Vegetables

Brinjal 0,07 0.94 2,100 3224
Mesta 0.% 0.30 625 1736
Onion 0.26 0.3 530 2231
Garlic 0.39 0.54 1,155 2962
(Haldhi) 0.07 0.10 80 1143
(Kaljira) 0.20 0.28 70 350
Sone 0.13 0.18 230 2154
Sugar cane 0.10 0.14 700(Nos) -
Thatch 0.72 1.00 4500(Nos ) -




coriander, lentil and sesamum is 7.92 ha, 5.7 ha, 3,32 ha
and 1.52 ha respectively, The per hectare vyieid of black
gram, coriander, lentil and sesamum is 433 kg, 203 kg, 420
kg and 192 kg. respectively. The cultivation of ¢hilli,

1

et

3]

onisn, ga c, ginger and various rabi vegetables also

T
P
ch

ay a vital role in the agricultural economy of the char,
Tablz ©,o0 gives an idea of area and production of thess

rCcps.

5,2.2 Kalarchar:

‘. 4
©
o
@
L
0
¥
I

The dominant Khazrif c¢rops raised in Kal

Ahy rice and Jute. OQut of 43,10 ha of NSA, Ahu rice is

cultivated in 30.97 ha which accounts for 71,36 per cent
of the NSA. The per hectare yield of Ahu ric¢e stands at

Table ©.7 and Fig. 3b,9b}. Ahu rice is followed

Table ©,7: Arca under different kharif crops and their
yields in Kalarchar, 1992
Crops . Ares F.C, to  Froductiion Yield
(in ha) NSA (in kg) {in kg/ha)
ahu_rice 30,97 71.%0 32,320 1,020
Jute 10,94 25,33 12, 350 1,130
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Table €.9:

Area under diifferent kharif crops and their
vields in Baladmari char, 18972
Crops Aree F.C. to Frocductiorn Yielc
(in ha) NSA in kg) (in kg/na)
Ahu ricze 23 .04 52,43 24,7C0 832
S5ali rice 4,94 T2 0,920 1410
Jute 14,02 20, 2 13,020 ¢31
Scurce : Field werk.

Among the rszbi crops cultivated in the Baladmar
char wheat occupies 12,¢0 ha (23,89 per cent of NSA] witl
an average yield of 1908 kg per ha (Table ©,10 and
fic., 8¢j. It is followed by coriander with an area
Table €,1C: Area under different rabl crops and their vi

in balzdmari char, 1992

Crops Aresa F.C.to Frocduction Yield

{in ha) NSA {in kgl (in ko/nal
Wheat 12,00 23.09 20, 30 l.008
Coriander 3.42 ©.40 2,395 720
Green pea 2,41 4,51 1,050 432
Lentil 1.29 et 530 307
Bleck gram 1,11 2,08 B4C 480
Khechari 2.t0 4,27 2,000 792
Thatc 1.11 2.05 12,500{(Nos;
Vegetables 1.138 2,21
Source: Field work.



77

3.42 ha (0,40 per cent of NSA)., The average vield of cori-

Apart from wheat and coriander, green pea, lentil, black

gram, khesari, etc. are also cultivated (Takle &.1C),

9.%.4 Burhachapari:

In Burhacaapari, the cultivstion of jute playe =z
dominant rcle. It occupies as hich as ©7.79 zer cent of
NSA with an average yield of 1,176 kg ver ha {Table 0,11,
f

g. 8d, 9d). The area under Ahu rice is ¢,38 hz (23,77

—

et

per cent of NSA) with an average yield of 1,104 kg per ha.

Tanle ©.11: Area under different kharif crops =and <Iheir

vields in Burha chaspari, 1992
Crops Area P.C.to Production  Yield

. e~ n v 5 /o N 7

(in ha} NSA {in kg tin kg/ha)
Ahu rice 9,23 23,7 10,920 1,164
jute 22,1 07,79 26,000 1,170
Spurce: Field work

Among the xsbi crops, mustard and whaast are the
important ones. ‘wheat is cultivatea in 1

N3A, while for mustard

[N
&8
},J L]
léa]
(oY)
(&
°
¢
l.- of

Ko
D
+
L]
[
s
o
#
41
oF
[
T
[
Y
Rt

Fig. 3d}. The average yield of wheat and mustard is



. are other zabl crops

pea, garlic, onicon, lentil, etc zabi cu
tiveted in this area., Green pea is cultivated in 1,18 h
(3.02 per cent of NSA) with an average yield of ©33 kyg.T!
per La vield of garlic, onion and lentil is 2292 kg, 1?67
kg and 350 kg respectively.
Table ©,12: Area under aifferent rgbi creops and their
yields in Burhachaparil, 1992
Crops Area P.C.teo Froducticn Yield
(in ha) NSA (in kg) {in kg/ha}
Aneat 5,73 17.38 7,800 1,31
Mustard 9.33 30.31 4,340 458
Green pea 1.18 3.2 770 o2 3
Carlic 0.43 1.47 1,1C0 2,292
Onion .00 0.18 100 1,007
Lentil 0.c7 2.05 240 35
Source 3 Field work.
From the aove discussion it has been seen
that the crop land-use and productivity scenario of the
chars are overwhelmingly domirated by the cultivation of

Seazor,

Aou rice in the khagii‘&and by wheat and a variety of




them

b

fore, compelled to rzise as many as xXabi crops as they

can during the season. It is intexresting fTo noie tThat some

- 3 g =

of the xrabi crcps like mustard , lentil, coriasnder, etc.are

raised through the practice of interculture,
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CHAPTER 7

ADAPTATION OF CROPPING PRACTICE TG

THE LCCAL ECCOLOCY

The chars of the Bralmaputra with their phnysical

H
0]

-
4
H
9]
b

¥

vulnerzbility and social homeogeneity present a gec

mental set-up, cuite distinct from the rest of the Erahmapu-

tra Valley. The char.dwellers, therefore, do prazcticse a
pa

cropping ttern suitable to the peculiar envircnment

I'<s
<
[ 5
,\a
5
o

»

chars. Their cropping practice may be seen from the pers-
pectives of "ecofarming". Ecofarming is a faming practice
¥

specizlly adapted to suit the lccal ecological conditicne.lt

advocates in favour of the practice of autachthoncus land-uce

wn

ystems and is based on ecclegical cycling process. It holds

Il

hat plant biomass, weeds, animal dung and rainwater must be
censtantly integrated inteo the famming process., If ensures
preservaiicn of long term natural soil fertility and a stable

of ecclogical balance (Bhagabati, 1992).

6]

stat
The faming system in the cherg is characterised
by multiple cropping method and intercropping. These metnods

are adopted in accordance with a crop-calend

1]
B
£2.
i)
o
i ]
4]
‘ "
o]
]
1]
o)
k3
£

the farmers tc suit their local environment., Flood, which is

the mein constraint, is however, perceived by the char-dwellers

LRV
wa

in z different Awhile deciding the cropping pattern. A timely



Pt

)

flood ¢f low magnitude is not a hazard, but an expected
phencmenon which makes soil fertile by depesiting humus
carried by the river during flood. They select the
periods of sewing and harvesting of crops in such a way
that the flood damage becomes minimum as most of the char
areas get inundated during flood. The peak period of
flood from July to early October is almost an agricultura-

lly lean period (Fig.l0) in the chars when major part o

=y

the valley remains under intensive cultivation of sali
rice., Just after the recession of flcod, the char-dwellers

prepare their agricultural land for cultivation of xab

]

crops like lentils,blackgram, mustard, rapsee

.-
COnTinuLs

, etc. The

0.

cultivetion of these cropsﬁfrum late October to late
November and early December. From November to March is ihe
main season of rabl cropping. Wheat is sown in November and
harvested in March, When wheat attains some heicght ,green

pea is sown as an intercrop. Rapi crops, especially

vegetables, sesamum, dhania etc. are cultivated during the

L

period from November to early February. The cultivation ¢f
Ahu zice which is a major crop, starts in March. It is
harvested in the month of June. Jute takes the pericd from
April to early August during which washing and drying of

tne firbres is also completed.

It ie¢ interesting to note that the char-dwellers

do not generally grow the same crop in a plot for years
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together. A suitable system of crop rotation is often
followed . The plot of land put to Ahu rice this vyear
is naver put to it next year. After cultivéting abi
crops in the successive years, Ahu is again cultivated

in that plot of land. Rabi crops like, sone, dhumsz,

s s

by

hecnari etc. having specizl ability to fix encugh of

- E———

nitrogen in the soil are also culiivated wnich,considersbly

enhance  the vield of the subsequent kharif crops.

The farmers of the chars use mostly traditionszl

variety of seed, which is cheap and easily availzble. The

o

adootion of new technology in the chars may have two

importanrt dislocative effects for farmers - (i) replace-

h

ment of traditional farming practices and incorperation
of primary producers into a wider network of relations, and
(1ii) dependency on outside agencies {Covi. orcanisaticns)
These may create a situation of uncertainity with untimely
or inadeguate supply or poor quality. The tradifional

practice has relevance to the skill of the pezcants their

-

life, their enviromment and their mode of produciion and

is horizontally integrated with their total way of life

(Rao, C.R. Prasad and Verghese, S., 1989), In fact, the
nigh yielding varieties of crops have a higher vulnerabi-

lity to insects and diseases, Moreover, they are more
sensitive and cannot withstand stress conditions. They

cznnot be adopted independently, but must be incorporated



[&¥
(1)

with complementary inguts and agronomic practices which

{3

multiply the cost of producticn. Traditional wmode of
adaptation of crops to the local physical condition gets
disturbed when HAYV crops are cultivated hapnszzrdly.
Aijong rice, for instance, is now being cultivated in
almost all sorts of land of the Brahmmaputra velley
irrespective of their capability,and consequently its

vield has been below expectation in many areas.

Durincg the field observation in the chars, it
has been found that an insignificent quantity of chemical
fertilisers, pesticides and insecticides are usec by the

fammers., It is improper to say that they have no

interest in using chemicsl fertilizer

o

insecticides, But their poverty stands as an obstzacle

in the use of these mecdern inputs. However, they can be
said to be fortunate enough because they are vet To be
affected by the perils of the use of chemicel fertilisers

*

pesticides and insecticides.,

The agricultural tools and implemenic used oy
the farmers of the chars in the process of farming has

great si

i
o
44}
o]
e}

nificance, although they seem to b Ve Ty

(.!_1

- -

simple. Hidgha, for instance, a very simpls fool made of

»

a pizce of wood/bamboo, is used to remove weeds, etc, frow

the jute and paddy fields which help incresase the cutput
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Practice of ecofarming in a more s

rational manner will no doubt enhance the

Q
w0
e
(1)
]
€l
Fouad
'
[
Foon

productivity of char areas. The inverse relation betwsen
the prices of farm products and farm inputs is the  most
discouraging factor to adopt the modern measures. The
relevant and long-temnn alternative way left for the npoor
small farmers of chars may be a scientifically prescribved
ecofarming practice favourably on a co-operative basis, the
prospect of which is relatively bright in char arzas of tne

valley,
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CHAPTER 3

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSI
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ecological and human characteristics of the char arsas that

are probably almost unknown so far to the academicians and
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Assam has as many as 1,200 important chars. lost of these,
alihough get submerged during flood, form seats of settlement
particularly for the immigrants. The chars thu

physica-human situation quite distinct from other arsas of

the Branmaputra Valley

In order to understand the pecu

-

chars, the present study is being undertaken and carrisd cut

witn&gpecial emphasis on certain ecological and human aspects
of some selacted chars.

The char-dwelilers of the vallsy are mostily frem The
former Zast Bengal {(present Bangladesh) and Mepasl. Seing



forced by some political and economic factors they cams fo

the valley with the aim of having a better livelihood.
Thersfore, their own cultural heritage, economic experience
and skill are bound to get reflected in the nature of tTheir

settlament and activities.
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immigrant iluslims, t
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pal

as, the Bengali Aindu
refusees, the Siharies and the indegencus AsSamsese. Among
thesz, while the immi gran_ rmuslims are overwhelmingly

, tne indfgenous Assamese are numerically

almost insignificant. On the other hand, the Sengali

1]
b

refugees, although smaller in number than th

)

fourd to settle in the ¢

4

¥ - 3 F -+ *
13T areas of the lower and the centra!

[63]

[

Brahmaputra valley distrists (mainly Goalpara and Barpeta).
The Nepalies are mostly concentrated in the chars of the
Sonitpur district., The Biharies are, however, numerica

verv small and are rarzly found to settles in the chars.

Generally, the structure of the immigrant popula-
tion assumes a character distinct from the indfgenous popula-
tion. In the initial stage of immigration, the population is
normally dominated by elderly males. And in course of time,
side by side, the female and child popuiation zlso increases.
The age-sex pyramids drawn for the chars under study, by and

large, suggest that the population make-up has yet to attain



a smooth pyramidial shape like that of the indfuencus
population of Assam. However, all the pyramids indicate
that the majority of the populstion is under 20 vears of
age. This indirectly suggesis that the process of

immigration to the chars has a considersbly desp temporal

dimension.
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S0 far the literacy rate and levels of educa-

ti

(]
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n
t
®

n are concerned, the char areas are lagging for behind.
The facilities for primary schooling, not to speak of
higher education, are still a far cry for the char-

dwellers. Amonc the chars surveyed, the char Anchalik

o
.

in
o

chool (recently recognised by the State Covt.) is
found to be the most well-omaintained,and that too mainly
by the fund generated from the local inhabitants.However,

the literacy rates (30.20 per cent for Bhanganmari, 30.68

per cent for Kalarchar, 13.98 per cent for Baladmari sand

45,93 per cent for Burhachapari) clearly indicate that
there is a growing tendency among the char-dwsllers fox

acquiring formal education, The Nepaiies are particularly
interested in education and inspite of all the barriers
to educate thelr children. The literacy level of

H b

Burhachapari is relatively high, primarily because of the
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P of a large number of Nepali immigrants. Tne
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level , on the other hand, is extrsmely poor in
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educationa

all the chars.
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of their economic pursuits. The main occupation o

t
fots
{1}

Yuslime is cultivation, while i dairy farming for the
Nepalies, The Bengali refugees are engaged in famming,

fishing and petty business while the Biharies are,bv and
p ’ :

[

arce, farmers, But during the recent years, thers has
beern a perceptible occupational shift particulariy among
the Muslims. Many of them are now engaged in ricksaw/thela
puliing and daily wage earning in the urban arzas. They
usually come home once a week and thus maintain their

families.

The nature and degree of interaction over spacs
vetween the immigrants and the indigenous peopulation and
more particularly among the immigrants of different places

al
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found to vary from group to group. The very simple bu

mezningful study of the marriage fislds in respect of all
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arz still very much concs
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marriage fields.

The study of land-use , cropping pattern, crop
productivity and the adaptation of cropping practice fto the

local ecological conditions presents some interes
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in the char areas. As a matter of fact, the char areas
would not have been chosen for habitation had thers Deen
some other suitable alternatives left to the land hungry
immigrants., There is severe scarcity of highland for
building up settlements. Thersiore, the land use. s
settlement accounts for a wvery small proportion.The lands
under the possession of the immigrants are used for
~cultivation and grazing and thus the proportion of net

sown arsa to the total land held is found to b
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areas are chronically affected by
several waves of flood during the summer, the peasanis ars
compalled to raise as much crops as possible during the
winter. This naturally raises the proportion of area sown
moxre than once. In all the chars, the percentace of area
sown more than once is more than 70 . The productivity of

the rabi crops, such as wheat, pulses and ¢reen vegetab

is welatively high in the char areas. The most important

LRrREY

traditional in nature, this type of famming is found Lo be
the best possible practice in the context of the char zrsas
They overwhélmingly degend on
in accordance with the rythm of nature, and by applying

biclogical manure and utmost human care.



“Whatever may be the physical znd socic-cultural
variation, the chars are indeed an intecgral part of +the
Brammaputra Valley. Their present state of spatial and

cultural existence
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evolutionery process. ‘oreover, the future of ithe
agricultural economy of the wvalley is greatly associated
with the prosperity of the char areas. Conssquently,
irspite of very many political and social faciors and

barriers, it is undeniable that the spatio-culturzl =rsl
ti

onn pf between the chars and the ind&genous peop

et
®
jal)
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spaces is getting widely spread and strengthensd., Prope
guidance and rationalisation of this relation in Ih

context of the regional realities, and in a way beneficizi

Fm:’

[ bt

to the people and culture of Acsam, is now the immediate

call of the time.
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