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INTRODUCTION

The study of Demography is assuming greater and
increasing significance not only in India but all over the world.
According to Hauser and Duncan ( 1959 ), Demography is described
a8 the study of size, territorial distribution and composition of
population, changes therein and the coﬁéonents of such chenges
which may be identified as natelity, mortslity, territorial

movement ( migration ) and social mobility ( chenges of atatus ).

It is known to all that the population of India
is increasing very rapidly. Wiik a population of 844 Million &s
per 1991 Census, India's share in the world populatior has increased
to 16% from 15.2 per cent in 1981, Premd, in his book ''Indie's
populeation heading towards A Billion'', rightly stated that, with
a population of 844 Million, every sixth person in the world is now
an Indian. The demographic figures of 1991 Census shows that, in
the four decades of planning era, Indis has added to her demographic
dimension not only another Indis, but elong with it stil11l two more
countries of the size of Pakistan and Bangladesh ( The Assam Tribune,
4th April 1994 ).

As such, the study of Demograpby is assuming greater
and increasing significance. The mein reason for this is that an
ever growing population in any country especially the developing
and under developing countries straine or hampers the social,

economic and even the politicel systems of the nations. Thus,
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1t is evident that Indla has to check her explosive growth of members

if she wants to leap forward in socio-economic dsvelopment.

Hence it becomes very neceéssary to study the growth
rate of the Indian population very closely snd carefully and to find
out why the population of Indla is growing so rapidly and also to

find out measures of checking it.

Fertility and mortality are the two major aspects in
any demographic study as they play an important role in determining
the populéetion structure. Then again, it is known that demographic
varigbles like fertility, mortelity etc. are the fundamernial events
of natural selection, which bring about changes in year frequencies
in a population. Knowledge of fertility and infant and childhood
mortality asmong different social and cul tura) groups and their
determinants are essential for effective planning and implementation
of many developmental programmes in any country ( Mahadevan 1985 ).
In every sociely it is very essential {0 find ocut ths birtk and
death rates end the factors which influence these. Birth and death
of a child in a family eifects and influences the whole family
siructure on the one hand and of the society as a whole on the
other ( Hans Raj 1988 ). In fact mortality rate, has, in recent
years been recognised as an excellent summary index of the level
of living and socio-economic development of a country ( Jain and
Visaria 1988 ). "his recognition haes inspired interpational
organisations as well as national govermments to intensify their
efforts %o lower infant mortality and raise the level of child
survival,



(-3-)

Thus, we can see that the importance of fertility and
infant and child mortality studies are being understood these days
and on large number of stndies on these two aspects of Demography
are being made from different view points and with different
objectives, There has been considerable develcpment in the field
of Demographic studies and researches in India in the last two
decades. Turming to the North Eastern part of the couniry, it has
been seen that literature on demographic aspects are very limited
where hundreds of primitive groups reside from time immemorial.
Some literuture mostly from other parts of the country and a few
from the North Eastern Parts have been brisfly reviewed below :

Fertility levels of Tndian tribals historically

F¥LA A

featured tha hlghest gi indiams population. Such fertility differentisls

i

were typically ascribed to distinctive tribsal marriage patterns.
Davis ( 1951 ) held higher frequency of widow remarriage and lower
age at marrisge responsible for high child woman ratios among the
tribals. Nag ( 1976 ) added the potential mechenism of a high
divorce rate combined with a high frequency of remarrisge for

divorce/separated females,

According to Davis and Blake ( 1956 ) lack of adequate
contraceptive technology has been suggesied as an explanation for
high fertility in pre-industrial societies (Internstional Encyclopedia
of Social Sciences). It has been proved in a few studlies (WHO, 1976 ;
Mahadevan 1979 ) that infant and childhood mortality has a very
strong assoclation with fertility levels and with the acceptance
of contracepiion. The mortality level in a reglon indicates the

extent of socioc-economic advancement., It is assumed that lower the
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socio-economic development the higher is the infant and childhood
mortality ( Mahadevan 1985 ). According to Kingsley Davis ( 1945 ),
the relationship between infant mortality and fertility has been
subject of debate amongst population analysts. The prevailing
assmmption is that high fertility is a biocloegical respomnse {0 high
mortality ( Goyal 1990 ).

In his study, Gubhajn { 1986 ) confirmed that the
higher risk of infant death to firsi born children is mainly due to
the higher proporticns of younger women having first order births
per se. This result is supported by various other studies. Teonaged
mothers have showég an increased risk of infant deaths compared 1o
mo thers aged 20 -ﬁ29 and 30 years and over ( Gubhain 1986 ), Moreover,
as mentioned earlier, Davis ( 1951 ) in his s*udy attribuied low age
a1 marriage and higher freguency of widow remarriage for high fertility
in trival societies. Thus, it can be seen that age at marriasge is
an important factor controlling fertility and infant snd childhood
mortality.

Maternal education is also importsnt ( Nan, Ebersteis
and Terrie 1988 ; Cochrane, Leslie and O'Hara 1982 ; Palloni, 1981 ;
Caldwell 1979 ) since it provides the mother with the necessary skills
for child care. In addition, education changes the traditional balance
of femilial relationships with prolonged effects on a child ( Caldwell,
1979 ) and determines changes in sccial attitudes as well as readiness
to saccept new ideas ( c.f. Ahmad 1991 ). It has Dbeen found that
maternal education has both positive and negative influences on child
survival, While educated mothers are in a better position of taking
care of their children and are aware of the attitudes to health,
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housing and health services, they are more likely to abandon traditional
behaviour and prolonged breast-feeding which has hazardous effects on

the child ( aAhmad 1991 ).

Region of residence is also seem to have an influence
on fertility snd infant mortality. According to Ahmad (1991), risk of
child death is lower for urban than for rural areas. Exposure o
Media, nutrition, family size, prenatal and post natali care, finaneial
condltion and occupational status agﬁ seem to influence the fertility

and infant mortality of any area ( Das Gupta 1990 ).

Demographic studies in North East India are {ragmentary.
Seme occasionel works were carried ocut by different investigators on
neaouche and nesopause ( Rakshit, 1960 ; Das and Das 1967 ) and on
fertility and mortality ( Das and Devi 1975 ; Das and Das 1973 etc. ).

Das ( 1992 ) studied the pregnancy wastage among nine
populatién groups of Assam. Tt magy be mentioned here that the above
short review of literature is far from exhausited. The main purpose
here is to highlight the results of the previous studies and %o focus
the need for thorough investigation on different aspects of Demography
in North Bastern India particularly among the Mishings, where the
anthropological data are very limited.

Barua ( 1980 ) studied the fertility of Khasi women.
He made a comparison between the educated and non-educated among them
end the christian and non-christian Khspsig., He found that fertility
was higher azmong the non-educated, non-chrigtizn rural women. Bhowmik

also made a demographic study of the Khasis.
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Demography of the Dimasa, a tribe of Forth Cachar Hills,
Assam, has been studied by FPhookan ( 1984 ) considering the factors
like composition of family, age at marriascge and education of the
population. 3Borah { 1969 ) studied complications of IUCD in relation
to age ;;%;éégizi in Dibrugarh area, Assam. Another study conducted
by the centre in Cachar district of Assam found that the near age of
the male acceptors ( Vasectomy ) was hirher than the female
( Laparsscopy ) and majority of the acceptors have two surviving

sons ( Evaluation Reports, 1985-86, 1988 - 89 ).

Eeeping in mind the importance of Demographic studies and
its variables like fertiliiy and infant and c¢hild mortality the

Present study has been undertsaken.

In this study, the following issues have been examined -

1, The Demographic compesition of the lMishings residing in
Hajuli.

e Their fertility and infant mortality patteras.

LR The results have then been examined againsit various socio-

cul tural factors like education, economic condition, age at
marriace, family size, occupation and acceptance of family
Pplanning etce.

4, An attempt has also been made to see if the family planning
programmes adopied by the Government have any impaft on the
Mishings.

For the present study, the NMishing population has been

chosen primasrily because they are the second largest group of (Plain)
scheduled tribes of Assam ( Bardoloi et al 1987 ) anéd very litile
research work has been done on them., In fact no work has so far

been done on the Mishings residing in Majuli. Ther again the
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Mishinss were criginally a hill tribe. According to Mipuf_( 1963 )
the Mishings formerly lived along with the Adis in the Si%éng valley
of Arunachal Pradesh, On the basis of the legends of the iribe, they
moved to the plains of Assam around the 13th century A.D., in quest of
of more peaceful and better economic life., 4after their migration
to the plains they settled on the banks of the rivers Brahmagputra,
Subansiri, Dishang, Dihing and their triéutaries. The distribution
of the Mishing villages on the banks of these rivers in itself is
evidence of their immigration. After their migration to the plains,
the Mishings wnderwent the process of adaptation in order to adjust
to the plain life which was new {to them. Hence, the present gstudy
has been undertaken on this tribe with the intention 10 see what has
been tkhe +trend of the demographic variables like fertility and infant

mortality in a iribe in the process of adapitation.

Tucked away in the Brahmaputra, in the North of Jorhst
in Assam, is Majuli, the world's largest river isliland. For the
present study, Majuli has been selected mainly because it is an
isolated pocket and is cut off from the modern facilities of commumi-
cation. Hence, the population can be understood in its original
cul tural ecology i.ein their life in the riverine areas. LlNoreover,
Majuli is a flood prone area. The ravages of annual flcod has
broken the economic backbone of the people residing there. No
attempt has s0 far been made to see how these people adjust to the
flo0d prone area snd 1f their ecology bas any effect on their
fertility and infant mortaliiy rates.

It is hoped that India would be in a point of
entering the fourth stage of demographic transition by about 2020
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if not earlier, It is hoped that there would be a faster decline
in the birth rate than in the death rate in the next couple of
decades in India ( Prenui 1993 ). Following the alop Ata Declaration
of 1978 to ensure ''Health for all'' by 2000 4D, the government of
India has adopted the National goal of haulirg the prevailing level
of infant mortality ( from about 120 ) to 60 by 2000 aD. The sixth
and the seventh Five Year Flans of India have aimed at nation wide
progress to realise this goal. The present study has been undertaken
with the objective to verify the above e;pectations in an area almosi
comple tely c¢ut off from the modern gﬁéﬁi:i;s. It is believed that
birth rate should be kept as low as g;ssible and this can be done by
gffective family planning programme. Family Planning is an essential
component for any bPO&d based development strategy that seceks to
improve the «quality of 1life for both individuals and communities.
The Government of India has adepted family planning as an official
programme with the purpose of controlling the country'’s high fertility
and lowering the growth rate of its population. But no information
is available whether the Mishings of the proposed area are aware of

these programmes and whether it is acceptable to them or not.

Hence, the present study has been underteken on the

¥ishings residing in Majuli.

AREA OF THE STUDY :

W vaA s

Majuli is an enchanting land 658, set amld a region
rich in scenic splendour and despite large scale denudation, is
unbelievably green the whole year through. Mainli occupies an area
of about 1200 sq.EKm. and accommodates no less than 1.70 lakh inhabitants.

I+t is 2 flood prone area and the main source of ipcome of the people
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is agricul ture, mainly gﬁzgy crop besides taming of cattle like cows,
buffaloes and pigsvf The ravages of annual flood has broken the economic
backbone of the pebple. These people are completely aloof from the
urban facilities. kajuli being a flecod prone ares, the waters of the
Brahmaputra inundate the plains every year. DBhattacharjee has rightly
stated in Frontline, September 24, 1993 Issue that Majuli may well lose
its distinction and, in fact, venish altogether - if erosion which is
devouring large parts of it, continues at the current alsrming rate.
Improved communication has not, however, brought economic progress to

the inhabitants in 1ts wake.

The present report is based on the study of four
villages. Keeping in view the requirements of the study, the fonr
Mishing villages, i.e. Borpanuia, Botiemari, Alangi Sapori and Dapskzacn
have been selected. All the fonr wvillages are situated in Majul#f
sub-division of Jorhat district. A4ll the four are located in isolated

pockets cut¥ off from modern facilities of communication.,

The Village Borpanua is under Jengrai Gaon Panchayat.
Borpenua is about 30 kms. from Wamalabari, a small but important town
of Majuli. The village is situated on the bank of the river Khersuti,
which makes the boundary beiween Lgkhimpur and Sibsagar districis.
Jengraimukh is a marketing centre of Majuli and is situated at a
distance of 1 Xii. from the village. The village is connected with the
marketing centre by a river embankment. Barpanua is well connected
with other parts of Majunli throughout the year exceptinnghmmersa The
other three villages, i.e. Botiamari, Alangi Sapori and';apakgaon
are at a distance of about 2 Ems. from Kamalabari. Even though it

is a known fact that Majull is a flood prone area =nd the ravages

of flood have broken the economic backbone of the pecple residing there,
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in Barpanua, after the construction of the embankment, the ravages

of flood are no longer as severe as it used to be before. On the

other hand, villages Botigmori, Alangi Sapori and Dapakgaon in
Kamalabari are still being affected by flood inspite of the consiruction
of the erbankment. Botiamari had been affected by flood last monsoon
when parts of the embankment had been ercded by the waterg of the
nighty Brahmapnutra,

Hence, the economy of the people living in Borpanna
and of the people living irn the other three villages was expecied to
be quite different. As such, very arbitrarily, T have divided the
agrea into two ecological zones ( i.e. the Built up i4rea and the Flood
Flair Arez ) in order to see the effect of ecology on their biology
which will be reflected in their demography. Villsge Borpanua
represents the Built up area and the other three villages represent

the Flood Flain Ares,

A total of 345 households have been surveved of which 230
households are from Barpanna and 115 households are from the other three
villages. The sample size of the three villages in Kamalabari area is
smaller as compared to that of Borpanua as these villages are smaller

and the population here is less when compared to that of Borpanua,

EKETHOD OF DATA CCLIECTICON

Interviews were conducted with the head of the households,
married men and women, widowed, divorced or separated women. However,

helps from other members of the households were also sought for

collecting some data. Data on family planning were collected only from
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the married men and women. The respondents were very coornerative

end helpful. They geve all information to the best of their knowledge.
4s the Nishing langusge was not known to me and the villagers could
speak or wnderstand only broken Assamese, most of the womenfolk
especially the elderly ladies could not speak or understand Assamese

at all, Hence, I had to take help of an interpretor in carryingz out

the survey succ¢essfully,

Most of the respondents could clearly communicate the
age, educational status, age at marriase etc., The women could also
tell the age at menarche, age at remarriage and age at first birih
etc. Some of the very old persons could not tell their present age.
In such cases, help was taken from their children. Some political
events such as the year of independence, nagtural disaster like the
earthquake of Assam of 1950, religious festivals of Hindus alsc helped
in reconstiructing the correct age of the individusls. No difficulty
was faced in ceollecting the data on family planning. Most of the women
t0ld without any hesitation about the use of contraception. In case
of non-adapters, they also hold the reasons why they were against

fapily planning.

METHODOLOGY

For the present study, data were collected with the help
of suitable schedules. Three exclusive schedules were prepared for
collecting the required information. The first schedule was designed
to collect information on demographic composition. This includes
name, age, Sex, relationship with the head of the bouseholds, marital
status, age a% marriage, age at remarriage, type of marriage,

educational status, occupetion, income of the family etc.
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The second schedule was prepared to obtain information
on fertility performance. I% has itwo parts. The first part was
designed to obtain information on age at which Decame widew, age
at the time of sepsration or divorce, age ai mensgrche, age at first
conception etc. The second part of the schedule was prepared to
obtain information on all vital events that occuﬁéd from the date
of marriage including number of conceptions, abortions - indunced or
spontaneons, still births, live births - their present age and sex,

if any child is dead, then the age, sex and cause of death eic.

The schedule for family planning has two parts. COne
for accentors and the other for non-acceptors. The part for
non-acceptors was prepared 1o obtain data on attitudes towards
family plaenning, knowledge gbout the devices, future plan about
accertance of family planning and name of the device planned to
accent, ideal family size norm and desired family size, cauvse of
not accepting any device where family size is egual or larger than
desired fapmily size. Only women were considered for collecting these
informations. The part for acceptors was prepared to obtain
information about the use of family planning device(s), duration
of use, age at the time of wuse, use of stopper or spacer, cause
of uniting family size and decision maker about the accentance of
family planning device. Besides the data on the above schedwnles,

gome case studies were also collecied.

Description of the Misghings

ko

The M¥ishines, otherwisge known as the Miris form & major
section of the indigenous tribal population of Assam, a homeland of

a large number of populationms, beth tribal and non-tribal, of
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different ethmic origins, linguistic affiliations and having wvaried
socio-cultural traditions since long past. The lishings are the

gecond major section of the scheduled tribes of Assam.

The Mishings are an Indo-longoloid tribe settled in
the plains of Assam. Originally, they were hill dwellers and lived
along with the A4dis in the Siyang valley of Arurachal Fradesh. Om
the basis of the legends of the iribe, they moved o the plains of
hgsam around the 15th century A.D, in quest of more peaceful and

better economic life ( lipua 1993 ).

The predominant scheduled tribes of Assam are the

Boro - Borokacharis ( 610, 459 ) followed by the Miris ( Hishinzs )

( 259, 551 ). They are mainly concentrated in the riverine areas of
Lakhimpur, Dibrugarh, Sibsagar, Jorkat and Sonitpur districts of Assam.
45 per 1971 Census, the major concentration of the Mishingsis found

ir three districts namely Lakhimpur, Sibsagar and Darrang with a total
population of 155,0%8, 84,752 and 14,048 resnectively. The proiected
ropulation of the Mishings in Assam as on March 1987 was 416,493 ( the

tribe-wise figures of 1991 census is not available till date ).

They belong to the Tibeto Burman family of the
¥ongoloid group. They are mediumm statured people with appealinz
features, characterstic of the llongoloid type of people ( Bordoloci et.
al. 1987 ). The menfolk cultivaie Ahu paddy ir mafshy, low lying paddy
fields putting much strenuous labour. During summer they have a hard
time when their villases are submerged by flood water and both male and

female ply boats to catch fish, cocllect firewood and cother food items.

The Mishing villages are situated along the river

courses cf Upper Assam. The distribuiion of the wvillages along the
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courses of the river Brahmaputra, Subansiri, Dishang, Dhing and their
tributaries indicate the immigration of the Mishing ( Mipun 1993 ).

The ¥ishing villages are founded in a haphazard manner without proper
planning., The front side of the houses generally faces the river. The
houses of the Mishings are on piles, about 4 - 5 feet above the ground.
On the stilts, they form the floor with thick bamboo splits. The roof
is thatched and the walls and doors are made of bamboos. Generally the

looms zre placed mnder the platform of the house,

The Mishings are peace loving people and both men and
women are hard workers. The women are comparatively more hard working

than nmen.

Their main occupation is agricul ture but they are also
asspciated with hunting and fishing., The Mishing women ac¢tively
participates ir the agricultural activities. Besides this, the Mishing
wonen devotes time in RIESENG which is a separate and individual means
of agricul tural preduction of black prlses, mustard oil seeds, paddy
etcs wWhich is managed entirety by her care. The mouey that is obiained
by selling the products of RIKSLING is kert aside by the owner. Every
Mishing women is a symbol of handloom weaving and art of spinning.
icst of the domestic requirements of cloth are met from the family
looms. They rear cow, buffalces, goat etc, Besides these, they alse

rear pigs and poultry, the earnings of which go to the women,

Rice is the staple food of the Mishings and they
reiish the Ahu rice which is produced locally. Along with the rice,
they take locally produced vegetable, creepers and edible roots. Least
and fish are taken when available. Tea is not very popular among the
Mishings and the 'Apong' ( locally brewed rice beer ) serves as a drink

for everybody.
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The Mishing religion is based on the belief on
supernaturalism and animism. The Uishing religious rites are
perforned by priests called 'Mibu’ who is believed to possess super -

natural powers. Now, the Mishings prefer to introduce themselves as
Hindus and they are the followers of the 'Bhakatia' cult - a doctrim=e
having Mishing and Baisnavism cum Tantricism mingled together. The
'Bhakatas' of their cult are generally old persons of both sexes who
owe ullegiance to the 'Satras' i.e. Baisnava monastry ( Bordoloi et

at 1987 ).

The Mishings burvy the dead irrespective of age, sex and
nature of death, Every villasge has a common burial ground, They
observe various fesitivals during a year according 1o their traditional
pattern.'Ali - AL - Eigang ' is their most important festivual held
gvery year on the first Wednesday ( Ligesng Lange ) of the month of

'Girnur Polo’ lionth of Fagim ( Bordoloi et al 1087 ).

The Liishings mostly have jcint family svstem. Two or
more primary families live peacefully together in a single plziform
house. All the members abide by the orders of the headman of the
family.

Two types of marriages are prevzlent amongst the Mishings
nanely arranged marriage and marriage by elopement, The arranged marrisge
is an expensive affair and beyond the resch of the poor. Harriage by
elopment is grnite common amcongst them., Sepsration amd remarriasge are

galso found ( Kipua 1997 ).

A loock at the distribution of the lishing villages in

the plains of issam reveal their distribution on the banks of the

rivers Brahmaputra, Subansiri, Dishang, Dihing and their tributaries.

 iccording to Nipna ( 1993 ), the distribution of the Mishing villages
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on the banks of these rivers in itself is evidence of their immigration.
Living in thimriverine areas, thev are constanily exposed to floeds
which in té?é affect their economy and progress from all spheres of
life., Hence, a guestion arises that inspite of facing so much of
difficulties why does this tribe still live in the riverine areas.

0n being questioned on this issue, some of the villagers were of the

following opinions.

A teacher from Borpanua was of the opinion that the
Mishing people live in the riverine areas because they love to eat
fish, get plenty of water and firewocod, The land is fertile and it
is essier to water the plants. Moreover, it is easier to travel in
water., He was of the opinion that even if the flood waters spoil or

destroy their crops, the land becomes very fertile for the next season.

Another villager was of the opinion that Jhum
cultivation was done by the Adi group of people in Arumschal Pradesh.
This cultivation could be done only once a year. Moreover, the
land was less fertile there. So, they migrated to the plains and
settled on the banks of the rivers where the land was very fertile.
He was of the opinion that the economy of the Mishings is not stable
and the land are prone to erosion, Inspite of apprehending the
disadvantages, the Mishings still prefer to live in the riverine areas.
The main reason according to him is the availability of fish and
drinking water. They are ignorant about wells etc. They zet plenty
of firewcod and water provides a good means of transport for them.
Now, living on the banks of the rivers have become a sort of culture

for the Mishings. They simply cannot do without it,
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RESULTS

DENOGRAFHIC COVPOSITION

hiof ™ = £ 3 B - s ¥ - = sy,
In Demgoorathy, data and information sbout different

. o s g s e e
aspecte ©f 2 poprlation is collectead. This tvpe of Information is 'mo
R sy - EA
- - e T Pl e 4 T et = ) - - - I - -
g ‘denozrarhic evenis' e,z. fatel death, still birtn, child deszth, live
-. i P Y » Ty . e >y 2 -
hirth, childhood, adulthood, m#rri=ge, vidowhood, divorce, nefopanse

t
etc., etc. It i3 assential that these svents zust be proverly mdersicod
and followesd, Ffor prorer situdy of Demogravhy, «without thelr proper

understanding. there can be some misundersitandings and diffi
anglysis ( Raj Hans ). 4 situdy of popuwlation compesiticn relates to

the distribution of the attributes like aze, sex, race, nationgiity,

religion, language, rarita)l status, household and familvy compesit
educztion, employment, incone eic. An analysis of these atitribuates

helps in an elsborate study of any populsiion and thus makes compariscons

possible.

In the present study, I have znalysed za total populstion

-

of 2%85 ilishing individuals residing in four villages of Mzjoli wvisz.

(48]

Borpanfta, Botiamari, alongi Sapori and Dapaltzaon. The data are
mr broad headings 1.e. (i) Demogzgraphic Compogitions,

o
(i1} Fertility, (1ii) Infant and Childhood Jorislity and (iv) Tanily

- - e—'«*_”:“,-'.‘ i T D] P I - 4 - - Fnl 5
composition, zaritsl siatuzs, educsziional sitatus snd

2 - £ -
occupétional status.
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respectively., 4 closer excmination reveals th=t the hizhest psrce
of the population is in the age group 10 - 14 years and thereafter

there is a successive decline in the proportion of the population to

the higher age groups in the builit up area. In the flood plain ares,

on the other hand, the highest percentage of the population ( 14, 86 % )
is found in the age groups O - 4 and 5 -~ 9, There is « successive
decline in the proportion of the population from age group 5 - 9 to

the hisher age groups.

It is to be mentioned that whereas in the built up
region there is a decline of the proportion of population for 10 - 14
years to O - 4 years, in the flood plain region no such decrease is

observed in the lower age groups.

The dependency ratioc is a measure to find out the number
of dependents per 100 workers., This is computed on the basis of three
broad age groups i.e. below 15 or young dependents, between 15 - 64 or

working population and 65 and above or old dependentis.
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TABLE : 1.1(a)

TOTAL POFULATION IN VARIOUS AGE GROUES

PRESENT
AGE
GROUPS NUMBER PBRCENTAGE
0 - 4 322 13,92
5- 9 336 14,09
10 - % 354 14,00
15 ~ 19 259 10,86
20 - 24 232 3.73
25 = 29 189 7.92
50 - 3% 168 7.04
25 - 29 121 D9
40 - 44 98 4.1
45 - 49 84 3452
50 - 54 49 2.05
55 - 59 47 1.97
60 - o4 5% 2,20
65 - 69 %7 1,20
70 - 74 30 1,06
75 - 79 5 0, 971
ga - 84 5 0.71
TOTAL 2285 99.98
DLreNDEHCY RaTIO : 82.06

CHILY DobLlBDoHCY KalIO : 0.76 = 76,48
OLD DiPu¥DiRCY RaTIO : 0.05 = 5,58
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TaBL : 1,1(b)

POTAL FOPULATIUN IN VARIOUS ace GROULS
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Young deperndency ratio is calculated by dividing the
number of people under 15 years of age by the number of people between
15 - 64 years of age and multiplying the guotient by 100. Cld
dependency ratio is calculated by dividing the number of people aged
65 years and above DY the number ¢f pecple aged 15 -~ €4 years of ace
and multiplying the quotient by 100. The total dependency ratic is the

sum of the young dependency ratic and ¢ld deperdency ratio. Tt can

otherwise be caleuleted by adding the number of people under 15 years
of age and these aged 65 years and above =ud by dividing the sum by the
number of people between 15 - 64 years of age. The guotient is then

multiplied by 100.

In the present study the total devendency ratio of the
population studied is found to be 382.06. The child dependency raiio
is fouond 1o be 76.48 and the old dependency ratioc 1is found to be 5.58.
The totel dependency ratio of the built up area is foumd to be 80.97.
The child dependency ratic is found to be 75.26 and the 0ld dependsncy
ratio is 5.71 in this region. In the flood plairn areas on the other
hand, the total dependency ratio is found to be 84,89 whereas the child

and 0ld dependency ratio is found to be 79.67 and 5,22 respectively.

The sex ratio ( number of women per 1000 males } of the
population studied has been found to be 942, The sex ratio of the built
up area is found to be 963 and that of the flood plain area to be 890

respectively.

Distribution of the population by sex is shown in table
1,7(c). TFrom this table, it can be seen that cut of a total popnlation

of 2385, 1228 are males and 1157 are females. The percentage of male
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TABLE 1-1(e)
POPAL PCFULATION BY SEX

MaLE FEMALL TUL AL
KUMBER 1228 1157 2385

PERCENTAGE 51.49 48.51 100.00
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TABLE 1.1¢)

TOTAL POPULATION BY SkX

e Mg Tis Foliads TUTAL
NUMBTR  FRRCwNTAGH  NUMBLE  FBERCaNTAGs sULBER FRaCinTabu
JI L] Bm ""UP
AREA 872 50.94 &40 49.06 12 100 .00
2, FLOCD
PLAIN
AREA 356 52.90 317 47.1¢0 67% 100,00
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in the population is 51.49% and that of females is 48.51 %, Thus, it
can be seen that the percentage of male is more than that of females

in the present study.

Table 1.1(d) shows the distributicn of the population by
sex in the built up and floocd plain areas. From the table, it is
evident that ihe percentage of male is higher thar that of the femsle
in both the arecas. The percentaze of msle irn the built up arez and the

flood plain area is 50.94 % and 52.90 % respectively and that of females

ig 49,06 % and 47,10 % respectively.

Distribution of the pornulation by age and sex is shown
in Table 1.1(2). This table reflects thet the hishest percentaze of
male is found in the age group 5 - & ( 14,01 % } and the highest
percentage of female ( 15.04 % ) is found in the ase grouvs 10 - 4.
There 1s a successive decline in the percentaze of the male poruletion
from age grenr 15 - 19 4o the higher age groups excepiing the ase
groups 45 - 49 and €0 - &4 chere the percentage is slighitly hizher than

the previous age grovps. In case of Temales, the pesrcentase zradually

P i o T ! ey #1 & oy - - s % . 1 -
dgcresses Irowm the zze group 15 = 10 40 the higher z27e grovps excentin

B

s . ~ oh ’ L3 - ' - 5 $ el Y WS ool o
age group 60 -~ &4 shere the percentage ig slightly higher than the

o

o e o s e o e . s . _
wp avea ( 13.65 % ) end in the flood plain area it is ( “4.39 % 3.

i) —~ = . = i = - M e .

he percentare of fewale ( 15,95 % ) ie the nizhest in the sze ~Toun

4 A/ Ay o ) 37+ - 3 3 1 ] 1
10 = M dn the boiltd un ares vheress in the flood plein sves 1% iz the
Ml aat fn oy, o £ n [med £ i - . N

17 Ry B B N W b
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DISTRIBUTION OF FOFULATION BY AGE AND SEX
( SMALLER AGLE GROUPS )

o uALE o
GROUES No 7o o o
o - 4 171 13.92 161 13.91
5 - g 172 14.01 164 14,17

10 -~ 14 160 13.03 174 15.04

15 -~ 19 132 10.75 127 10.98

20 - 24 115 9,36 117 10,11

25 - 20 98 7.98 91 7«86

30 - 34 91 744 77 6.65

35 -~ 39 68 5.54 o3 5.44

40 - 44 46 3.74 52 4.49

45 - 49 87 5.8 37 5.20

50 - 54 26 2.12 2% 1.99

55 -~ 59 26 2.12 21 1.81

60 -~ o4 31 2.52 22 1.60

65 - 69 oy 1.7 12 1,04

70 - 74 20 1.63 10 0.86

7S =72 2 0.1¢ 3 0.26

8¢ - &4 2 0.1¢ 3 C.26

TOTAL 1228 99.99 1157 99.97
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DISTRIBUTIOR OF POPULATICN BY AGR 48D SEX
( Smaller Age Groups )

BUILT UP AHka FLOOD FLAIN AREA
GRY No % No % No % o

0-4 117 13.42 15 13.96 54  45.17 46 14,51
5-9 119 13.65 417 13.93 53  14.80 47  A4.83
10 A& 110 12.61 134 15.95 50  14.08 40 12.62

15 =19 87 9.98 89  10.50 45 12.64 38  11.99
20 ~24 5 9,75 8% 10,00 30 8,43 33 10,41
25 =29 70  &,03 59 8.21 28  7.86 22 5.94
30 -4 67 7.68  S6 6.66 24  G.74 21 6.62
35 -39 49 5.62 39 4.64 19 5,34 24 7.57
40 -44 21 3.55 37 4440 15 4.21 15 4,7%
45 =49 33 3.7 26 3.5% i 3.93 9 2. o4
50 - 54 22  2.52 17 2,02 4 1.12 & 1,89
55 =29 23 2,64 17 2.02 3 C.84 4 1.26
60 -B4 25 2.87 18 2.4 6  1.68 4 1,26
65 -69 15 1.72 9 1,07 &  1.68 3 0.95
90 -7 16  1.84 8 0.95 4 1,32 2 0.63
75 =79 1 0.1 1 0.12 1 0.28 2 0.5%
80 -t 1 C.23 2 0,24 1 0,34

OTAL, §72 100.00 840  99.96 356  99.97 317  99.99
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ared, povudistion i1s seen o decline gradually
from the zza zrown 5 = @ 4o the nisher ase zrouns excepting the zse
groups 45 -~ 42, emd €0 - ©4. In case of females Ixgr avea,
the declining trend in the percentaczes of the porsnlaticon is obssrred
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is fomd to e siizhtly higher than that of the previcus age gronps.

Table 1.1{(h) shors the

-
L

with an interval of 14 w=

From this

in

Flain irea resmectively,

seen that the

age group O 14 in both the areas. Tn thae

£
EN

females is found to be higher

the age groups 0 - 14, 15

Fad

percentage of females is found

highest percentaze of the peopulsation belongs

than that of
Un the other

than that of

nopulati
Loild up

=
B
y

table i

e

zale

male

on

TZ:I

Built wp ares, the

s in

hagnd., the

g in the



cae

TaBLe 1-4(3)
DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION BY 4G AND SEX

( Broad age - group )

AGE Masd FeMaLE TOTAL

GROUPS Ko 7 No % No %

0 - 14 503 40.96 499 43 ,1% 1002 42.01
15 - 29 345 28.09 335 28.95 680 28.51
30 - 44 205 16.69 192 16.59 297 16.64
45 - 59 99 8.06 &1 7.00 180 7-55
60 - 74 72 5.86 44 3.80 116 4.8
75 - 89 4 0.22 46 c.52 10 .42

POLAL 1228 99,98 1157 99.99 2585 99.99
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TARLE 2. 1@

DISTRIBUTION OF ICIULATION BY A% AND G X
( BRCAD AGE GROUIS )

AGE MA Ll FEMALL TOTAL  MALE PR TOTAL

GROUES Ho % No % Ho % Mo s s e ™ 7

0 -1 315 39.68 366 43.57 712 21,53 157 4410 133 41.35 220 13,09
15 - 29 212 29.95 282 28.8% 484 28.27 103 28,93 93 29.3% 436 29.12
30 - 4% 187 16.86 132 15.71 279 16,30 58 16.73 60 18,93 118 17,53
45 - 59 78 B.04% 62 7.38 140 B.18 21  5.90 19 5.09 10 5.9%
60 - 74 56 6,42 35 4,17 91 5.31 16 4,42 9 284 0% %71

N

95 ~ 89 0.3 3 0.36 6 0,35 41 0.28 3 0,95 A 0.59

TOTAL 872 99.99 830 100 1712 100 256 99.92 217 100 673 93,98
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TABLE 2 &)
CLASSIFICATION OF HOUSEHOLDS

PERSONS

PER NUMBER OF
HOUSEHOLD (SIZE) HOUSLHOLDS PEHCENTAGH
SMALT %9 11.30

( 1 - 3 Members )}

MEDI UM 15% 44.%5
( 4 = 6 Members )

BIG 101 29.27
( 7 - O Members )

VERY BIG 52 15.07
(10 and above members )

TOTaL 345 99.99
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TABLE |'2(&)

CLASSIFICATION OF HOUSKHOLDS

BUILT UFP AREA FLOOD  PLAIK  ARKA

PERSCNS PER HUWBER CF FERCuu TaGH NUMBER OF FERCeNTAGE
HOUSEHOLD HOUSEEOLDS HUUSEHOLDS
( SIZk )
Swall _ 18 7.83 21 18, 26
(1- 5 mepbers J
Kedium 101 43%.81 52 45,22
(4 - 6 members )
Big (7 - O members ) &3 27.39 38 55.04
Very Big 48 2C.57 4 5 i3
( 1 and above

nebers )

T0Tatks 230 100,00 115 100,00




- 0w
i st [14]
QO [N o] ¢
H o 1= ., - ]
3 . O w1 ~ ) ) o
w e o w ) | =
: [ o ] rt e 1 hiks 4 .
£1 .0 Lo Lo W «ooou
™) = i | (4 (e ik 2 - (SN &
1 ] . wooo - * e g
v T g m v , SR a
s « o [ 5 s & T apd -+ T
4 1 s B @ £ moxd = £ 4 o
W P 43 o3 TR o B P iy o L
. I I woow = 5 W
D = o 1 I el Gl & U fir
wd el o g [ T I & £ 4 L
M H L o ) W oy +2
I e S = B w5 e o~ H M
Y 0 oa oo 0 ) w
il p— T} n (i3] e . h £ e}
e b4 b= L% i [T} e +3 R
wh ol @ wow < e
1) 0 o] f1 0o O L & O
[ SR 0 o W O el My L §4 +r e
- T~ B S RS . . £ W + 4
© =3 M e S KE: L B A o0 o5 3
| [ B A B O U S TN EAN LN e 4
P 3 s} £ oF £ £ -
Uy H o 0 Gy 1M L s 0 " .t
o SR B | © M o ) U ")
o g o o L) I Y W oH
o T LA R o m @
w ft E » SRS . Lo ,Fn =l o ()
o apd [} E K 1 o} ] e R K
,..m.“ mﬂ a: £ £ P w fury © - o gt 4 +
ot S S o @ 0 S w
& n L [} £ ot W 1 o L o1
~~ N (3] + 1] cl 43 ; 3 pe 4] O O
| -~ 0 R T S T = S = @ i S SR -
n Ty 4 o i o o ) =l ] P u fy n
Q—\ gl 5 45 - - o ¢y 2y U 0 b G4 L&, o
a ﬁh [)] 2ped 1) 0 .ﬂ.w u [ iy * + (@] o i) ~+3
0 a9y ] +2 = [ J— “ (28] TH O W W (AN -+ 0
) w 4 por o 0] o5 U +2 O = 73] S | v 5+
- @ R B B B i O = R S u
. TR B @ e . e e O LA B
0 Ul £ £ Gg el £} o Wt m L — G w ] o1
P N & o« a e w0 £ © g2 It ©
g d (o] © o 9y © o 4 N + W 3
O o ] i s} b £ V] B Wl 1w ] Ly (T4 w4
I - S R = B o ® &4 W + s o1 £ el b £
Lo B~ wo+ £ O +* ] L I S I o 1 - o
— [ o M e w . oA O L of £ O £ i ]
D = T v B | o © W . A o o b e R (S
£ o g 0 O o g YRR 5] FEE 0 @A g o
3 o O ; © =t i o @ Lo FEIE ¥ s
o B B et R d 5 o oo o H £
) T &l -t 0 U b W i T B €
= 4 & e = ow & W et L2 o u | VI N
20 48 nm I ¢ B R R = QG -+ £ .
e wo o i 0 = [0 el @ O L I ¥
TR W o ¢ W O B 0 ob _ - fmt W e g 6
o = X R— © P i Ca S S S S = PG B
AR = B ~ L W W g 4 Ly S A TS S i
0 el wt t 0 © ol VIS I ul . g £
W Q@ © = R (S S ¥ o N S Lz | - L o el L S T R .
4 & R Y I S T < B ] < P e o 1L O S AL
e o} ] G s 1)) « i §1 S| — Q) o = G e [ B
m .eﬂ_a m“ o mm .nm £ ()] .1“ h...“ =t o 0 -l g . o
1 : T W : ¥ -t L o 4 23 £
I > B SR~ B« S m Gy w o o) o % £ o m ) W mi Mﬂ -
Gt © =] -1 [5] Qe o o fid 0 Gy £y £ A Y £ =F b o i




C3y-)
TABLE [-=(c)
. FAMILY TYPE AND COMPOSITION OF HOUSEHOLDS

FaMILY TYPE AND NUMBER OF

COMPOSITION HOUSEHOLDS
1. NUCIE&R
(&) HUSBAND AND WIFE ' 1
(b) HUSBAND WIFE AND
UNMARRIED CHILDREN 205
(c) HUSBAND WIFE AND UNMARRIED
CHILDR&N WITH 1 - 2 DEPENDANTS 16
TOTal NUMBER OF NUCLEAR FAMILIES 222  { 6%.35 )
2. JOINT
(a) PARENTS WITH MARRIED SONS
AND UNMARRI&D CHILDRmN 54

(b) EITHER OF THE PARENTS WILH
MaRRIKD SONS aND UNMARRIED

CHILDREN 41
(c) MARRTED BROTHERS AND

THEIR FaMILIES 5
TOTAL NUMBER OF JOINT FAMILIES 100  ( 28.98 )
3. BROKEN
(a) EITHER OF THE PARKNTS WTITH

UNMARRTED CHILDREN 22
(b) SINGLE UNDIVIDED 1
(e¢) UNMARRIED BROTHERS AND SISTERS 0

TOTAL NUMBER OF BROKEN FANMILI&S 23 { 6.67)
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TABLE (- 2(at)

PAMILY TYPE atD COMPOSITICH OF HOUSEHOLDS

BUILE UF AREA FLOOB PLAIN 4REa
FawILY TTFL aND COMFOSITTONW No. of Housebolds 0. Of Households

1. NUCLtaR

8, HUSBauD alll wIFn 8] 1
b, HUSBaND wIfs AND
Marno ey CHILUIgN 123 &z

c. HUsBaliDd alfs AND
UVKHaRRIED CHILDEwN
JiTE 1 OR 2 DefiiDallTs

WO
~J

10P4L NUMBER CF NUCLoaR
Falliles 122 (57.29) S0(78.26)

2, JOIRT

a., FPaRENTS «ITY LILRRIED 3CHS
AFD UNNARETED CHILDHRsN &7 7

b, ZITEER OF 1Hi PADINTS WITH
KARRIED SOHS AND UNMARRIED
CH ILDKEN 30 g

¢. MARRTpD BROTHERS AND THuIR
FALTLIES 5

©

T0Tal NUMBER OF JOIWT FaAMILIES 84 (36.52) 16({13.91)

3, BROKMN

a, LoiTHEE OF THE PaleiDo

wiTH UbwmalRsTey CHILDmEN 14 5
b. =InGie UNSIVIDLD O 1
¢, UllhaHRILD BROUH=RS 4ND oLounds O

TOT4L NULBER OF BROKEN FalTLIES 14 (6,09) 3(7.83)
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TABLE | (o)

MARITAT, STATUS OF THE FPOPULATION

MARITAL MALE FERALR T0TAL
STATUS No. % No. % No. %
UNMARRIED 795  64.74% 705 60.93 1500 62,89
MARRIED 409 33,31 406 35.09 815 34, 17
SEPERATED - - 5 0.43 5 0.21
WIDOWER ou 1.95 - - 24 1.0
WIDOW - - 44 3,54 41 1,72

TO TAL 1228 100.00 1157 99.99 2385 106.00
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TABLp

MARITAL STATUS OF THE FOXULATION

BUILT UFP AREA FLOOD ELAIN AREA
ARITAL 1A Ly FrraLE POLalL LALY PR Tl g
STATUS Yo % No. S5 Ko % o % Mo po

UNMARRILD 5%1 63.19 516 61,43 1067 62.%2 244 68.54 189 59,62 4755 5

SEPARATRD - - 1 0.12 1 0.06 - . T W 7
WIDOWER 18 2.05 - - 18 1.05 6 1.68 - - 6
WIDOW - 26 3,09 26 1,52 - 15 4,94 15

BARRIED 303 34.75 297 35,36 600 35.05 106 29,77 10¢ 54,48 15 31.95

N

N
Ny
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snd the flood plain ares heove been shown in tedle 7.Z0b). It canm
he seer that out of a total of 872 males in the bullii up sres, 554

A

O LN mem Dy Ty ZMz fERM FIELY e e
(6%.19 ) are unnazxried, 203 (54,7550 are

ol I P T T S | 2 oDr i ) - T . S A LLES e
widowers. UF s total of 240 femmles irom this arez, 57¢ (67.45%) are

> i) il e F A" - - oY - o b o -
snmarried, 297 ( 35.3655 § are married., 1 (0.420) are ssuargted and
S .| = I o e ol S ool
26 (3.09%) are widows. n e flood plain awesz, out 28 & iotal of

P oo B - > ot L3 o = R R S - - o~ n
& (1.68%) =2re widowers, Ancng the Temales of this wrez, 50,820 wore
bR - . M feld - g i~ PR

Tound %9 e unmarrisd, 34,38% were married, 1,280 vwere sepzrited and

1 T o g

4,7% ere widows.
3 PO I W T <+ L L . - -+ . -
Distributlon of the populziion =mccordinT o 2&ge. =ex

2 R £ > 1 e 2 Fle 1 2 AP o - A S ER N L
and marital status is shown in Table 1,3 ~2). mom this table, i1 cin

1 Ty oy
he szen that

age group 30 - 34 is very low

abcve the aze zroup 45 - 40 z@nd not a gingle vnmarvied women above

the ace

et

ug

K
+
o
I
o
_Ew-.

The highest percentaze of married male i

Qly

TO

fourd ir the aze group 30-34 (17,71%) and the highest percentage of
nmarried females is found to be in the age group 25-20 (16.75%). In
the present study not a single separated male is fouwnd., The percentaze
of separated females is found to be the highest in the age groups
30=-34% and 40-44 where the percentage is found to be 40.00. The
percentage of widows outnumber the percentage of widewers. The

highest percentage of widowers in the present study is found in the

age group 60 - 64 where the percentaze is found to be 25.00. The
highest percentase of widows is found in the age grouvp 60 - &4

(26.82%). The total number of widows in the present siuvdy is 47 as

compared 1¢ the number of widowers which

LA

s 24,
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TaBLb @ 1.3(L)
SUCBoR AND PRACLUT G OF GQLbi TII VAPLOUS AGL GHUTES
ACCORDING TC waRITAL GTATUS
: | g MARITAL STATUS ; o
AGE g A TLD § P D % SRR LU : e % 1
GROUES d To % o :5% Mo - %ro ;%ﬁ
] R |

0 5 161 100.00 - - - - - - 161
5 -9 164 100.00 = - - 3 - - 160
10 14 174 100.090 - - - - = - 174
15 - 19 105  82.68 22 17.32 - o A - 4z
20 - 24 55 47,01 61 52,14 1 0.85 - - 119
25 ~ 29 21 23.08 68 7u.72 - - 2 2.20 91
30 - 34 15 19.48 60 77.92 2 2.60 - - 77
35 ~ 59 g9 14,28 5% B4.13 - ~ 11058 6%
4O - L4 1 1.92 42 80,77 2 3.85 7 15,46 52
45 - 49 - - 34 91,89 g - 3 8,11 37
50 - 54 - - 2% 100.00 - ~ - - 27
55 = 59 - - 17 80,95 - - 4 19.05 271
60 - o4 - - 11 50.00 - - 11 50,00 22
€5 - 69 - - 7 58.33 - - 5 41.67 12
70 - 74 - - & 60,00 - - 4 40,00 10
75 =79 - - 1 33.33 - - 2 66.67 P
80 - 84 ~ - 1 33.3% - - 2 65,67 3
TOTAL 705 406 5 4 157




Cus~y
TABLE 1-3(g)
BUILT UF AREA

NUMB&R AND PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN IFE VARIOUS AGEK GROUES ACCORDING
TC MARITAL STATUS

: MARITAL STATUS ;' '
AGE ;= USIARRIED | MARRIED | SEFERATED f TIDO :: TCTLL
GROUERS i o % : o ;l No T '; Mo i '

H ; . : '
0~ 4 M5 100.00 - - - - - i} 115
5- 9 117 100.00 - - - . _ . 117
10 - 14 13 100,00 - - - - - - 130
15 - 19 7 86.52 42 15,48 - - - . g
20 - 24 40 47.62 44 52,38 - 3 ~ - )
25 - 22 14 20.29 55 /9.7 - - T - &9
30 - 34 11 19.64 &4 98,57 1 1.78 L - 55
35 - 39 7 .95 > 9.9 - = 1 ”.56 24
8O - 44 12,70 32 86.49 — - 5 10.81 37
45 ~ 49 - - 27 96.43 - - g 3.57 28
20 - 54 - ~ 17 100.00 = - - - ' 17
5% = 59 - ~ 14 82,35 - - 3 17.65 1y
60 - G4 - - 9 50.00 - - 9 50.00 18
55 - 69 - - 6 66.67 - - 3 53,37 9
70 - 4 . . nooRD. 0N - - " Sy, 00
" =79 -~ - 1.100.00 - - - - 2
80 - 84 -~ ~ 150,00 - - 159,00 >
TOTAL 516 297 1 26 40




1 Y

TARLE | %R\

FLOOD PLAIN AREA

NUMBER AND FERCENTAGs OF WOMEN IN VARTOUS AGr GROUPS ACCORDING TCO MARITAL STATUS

MARITAL STATUS

:' s :

AGE § UNMARRIED i ¥ARRIED ;' SEFERATED i IDOW 'i TOTAL

GROUP E Yo % ': No % =' Yo % E Wo % |:

0- 4 46 100.00 - - - - - - 46
5- 47 100.00 - - - - -~ - 37
10 - 4 40 100,00 - - - - - - 50
15 - 19 28 7% .68 10 26.31 - - o - 28
20 - 24 15 45.45 17 57151 1 3.0% - - 23
% ~ 29 7 31.82 13 59.09 - - 2 95.09 22
30 ~ 34 4 19.05 16 76.19 1 4,76 3 - 21
35 = 29 e 8.33 22 91.67 - - - - o
4y — 44 - - 10 66.67 2 13,33 3z 20,00 15
45 - 49 - - 7 77.78 - -~ 2 22.22 9
50 — 54 - - 6 100.00 - - - - 6
55 - 99 - - 3 75.00 - - 1 25.00 4
60 - 64 - - 2 50.00 - - 2  50.00 4
65 - 69 - - 1 33.33 - - 2 66.67 3
90 - P4 - - 2 50.00 - - ~ - 2
75 - 79 - - 3 = - - 2 100.00 2
80 ~ 84 - - 3 - - - g 1

1C0.00

TORAL 189 109 4 15
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TABLE |4 (=

LITERACY LEVELS OF THE POPULATION

SBEX ITLITERATE LITERATE 70 TAL
No. % No. %

MaLE 452 36,81 776 6%.19 1228

FEMALE 581 50,22 576 49,78 1157

70 T4AL KO

AND PER-

CENTAGE 1033 43,21 1352 56.69 2385




aderueoa9g

pue *OoN
€49 wB'8S 96 9L°Ly Ll Sl w8 ss 956 9Ltk 21 TV IOT
LLe  9¢*9¢  WhL  Sh°Es TAN Ong 6L 'Y 2et LS8t 80+ STV
96¢  HW9'¢9 242 WEetL¢ H01 AR 184G w24 L6664 23714 IV
% ON % ON % ON % ON
TVLOL  AIVEEIIT TLYIILITIT TVLOL FLYEILIT SLYITLITIL Xas

YEIY NIVId dOO1E YRgyY dn §II0d

o mne - e -
Lae o o o)

NOTIVINGOd THE 40 STHANT Z0VUALIT

(hy 1 TTEYE



& s0m)

TABLE |- 44(c )
DISYRIBUTION OF FOPULATION ACCORDING TO :DUCATIONAL STATUS

EDUCATIONAL MALYE FEMALE TOTAL

STATUS No. % No. % No. %
ILLITERATE 452  36.81 581 50.22 1033 43%.31
FPRIMARY
STANDARD 222 18,08 210 18,15 432 18411
MIDDLE
STANDARD 167  13.60 116 10.02 283 11.86
HIGE SCHOOL
STARDARD 195 15,88 139 12.01 334 14,00
MAYRIC
ARD ARQOVE 168 13,68 109 9.42 2779 11.61
DEGREE
STANDARD 20 1.63 4 0.00 1 0.88

POST GRADUATE
STANDARD 4 0.32 1 C.09

W

C.2%

TOTAL 1228 100.00 1157  100.00 2385 99.98
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DISTRIBUTION COF

T 52-)

TABLE

POFULATION ACCORDING TO EDUCATIONAL STATUS

upP

AREA

' BUTLT i FLOOD PLAIN AREZ
1 1
EDUCATIONAL! '
BTATUS | MALR FEMALE T0TAL | Mask FLIALE TOTAL
i fio %  TNo % No % 1No % No % No %
ILLITERATE 348 39.91 408 48.57 756 44,16 104 29,21 193 54,57 279 41,16
FRIMARY 117 13.42 134 15,95 251 14,66 105 29.49 /6 25,97 181 26.29
STANDARD '
MIDDLE
STANDARD 112 42.84% 88 10.48 200 11.68 55 15.45 28 8,83 83 12.33
HIGHSCHOOL
STANDARD 140 16.05 110 13.09 250 14.60 55 15.45 29  9.15 84 12.48
MATRIC AND
ABOVE 137 15.91 98 11.66 2735 13.73 31 g./1 1 5,49 42 6.24
DEGREE
STANDARD 16 1.8% 1 0.12 17 0.99 4 1.12 - - 4 0.59
FOST GRADU-
ALE
STANDARD 2 0.2 1 012 3 0,47 2 0.56 - - 2 0.30
TOTAL 872 99.99 840 99.99 1712 99.99 356 99.99 317 99.939 573 9%.99¢
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percentage of z { 42.87% 3 are te belong to the 2 8
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higher in the flicod plain zres, kil
3 3 e 1y + far T 2 P e ok e s A
t1literates was found ¢ De higher in &1l the aze groups in

the fleood plaiz area excentiin: the aze groups 5-0

where the percentage of female illiterates is lower in the f
area when compared to the built up area. In the primary standargd,

the highest percentage of males and femsalesg are found in the age growyp
5=9 in both the areas. In the middle standard, the highest percentage

of males {(75.00%) is found to belong to the age group 50-54 in the

The highest percentage of femalez in the niddle standzrd is found

to belong to the age group 10-14 in both the sreas. The highest
percentage of males and femeles in the high school stardard was found
in the age grovp 15-10 in both the areas. In the Iin0d plain ares

e} ]

[E

he highest percentage of males in the matric snd above category is
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Pound in the age grouv 20-24 whereas in the built up area, it is found
in the age group 35-~39. In the flood pkein arez, the hizhest percentzge

of females in the matric zn? :bove category is found in the ezge group

0-24 and in the built up area, it is found in the age group 25-29,
percentzge of mele graduates is highest in the age group 25-29 in the

flood plain aresz whereas it is highest in the age group 45-49 in the

uilt up area. No female graduates were found in the flood plain area

shereas only one female graduate is found in the built up area. fermentage
ipost graduates is tze highest in the age group 50-34 in the Ilood
lain are:z =nd in the built up area it is the nighest in the age group

4o-44. Only one female post graduate was found in the huilt up ares

wshereas there isno femzle post sraduate in the flood plzin ures.

Tn Indis from 1961 census onwsrds children below the a2ge of
5 years were treated as illiterate since it was cousidered that no child
¢ould be literate before that age. Therefore, the children belcw 5 years
of age Wwere excluded from the mmmerator for the purpose of cslculation
of 1iteracy rate. However, the denominstor contained the entire
population. Most of the countries of the world exclude O-4, G=5 or
0-6 year children (dependin~ on the age of compulsion for entry into
the school system) from the numerator as well ass the denominaior

{Fremi, 1991),

In the present area of study majority of the children are
found to start their schooling at the sge of 5 years. 4 calcunlation
of literacy rate in the srea excluding ithe children below 5 yesrs from
poth the numerstor and denominztor will give a different picture. <+t
is found that with that calculation the literacy rate of the iisnings

comes to 64.15% (71.52% for male and 56.33% for femsle). In the built




Cultivator

Dey Lazbourer
Skirled worker
Lower Frofessionsal

Middle Professional

f, Businessman
g, Hon-workers

p area the total literacy (62.97%) ic slichtly lower than that of the
smmnity as a whole. The mele literzcy (67.81%) is zlso lower but the
aale loteracy (57.93%) is slightly opigher in the built up region thadk
nat of ke toval population., The fiood plain rezion, however, shows
gher literacy (67.19%) thas the bullt up rezion and the total poulailon
that re.ion mele literacy (8.79%) is wuch higher but the femecle
seracy (52.02%) is lower than the buiid up region.

while data on occupatlon are considered, the housewives and
ghechildrenare considered as non-workdrs. People engazed in different

pccupations are classified in various categories in the foilowing war

Fersons working on daily wages

- Carpentier, electrician, tailor

reon, Chowkidar, angarwadi worker,
Angarwadi heiper, road dMoharar,

- Clerk, “chool Teacher, Viliage level

worker.

~ Zhookeeper snd other smail businessm
- Household worker and students .

Distribution of the population =zaccording to working and non-

#orking status in various age groups is shown in table 1. (a). There

is a total of 594 workders snd 1791 non-workers. Cut or 594 workdrs,

537 are males and 57 are femaites. Out of the 1791 non-workers, 1100

are females and 691 are males. Vuly two mzles are seen to he enzaged

in work in the age group 5-9. The number of non-worker males 1s seen

t0 decrease with increasing sge. Hot a single non-worker is found

beiwecn ‘he ages 35-64. Above this age, = BW non-worker males zTe iound

in the present study. The number of non-workder femzles is seen to be

higher than the worker females.

Tables 1.5 (b) and (¢) show the distribution of the population

according to working and non-working status in the var~ious sZe groups
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TABLE 15 (o]

DISTRIBUTIUN OF POPULATION ACCORDING TO WORKING aND
NON-WORKING STATUS IN VARIOUS AGhk GROUPS

NON  WORKER WORKER GRAND
AGE TOTAL
GROUP ¥ F TOTAL N F TOTAL
0 - &4 191 161 332 - . - 225
5 - 9 170 164 234 2 - 2 326
10 - 4 42 191 313% 18 3 21 334
15 - 19 103 12% 226 29 4 %3 259
20 - 24 61 109 170 S 8 62 232
25 - 29 27 83 110 74 8 79 189
30 - 34 12 09 £1 79 8 8Y 168
35 - 39 - 59 59 &8 4 72 151
40 - 44 - 47 47 45 > o1 o8
45 - 49 - 31 31 a7 © 53 84
50 - 54 - 21 21 26 2 26 4G
55 = 59 - 16 16 2% 5 34 47
60 - 64 - 20 20 31 2 33 53
65 - 69 2 10 12 20 2 22 33
70 - 74 1 10 11 19 - 19 30
75 - 79 - 3 L - L 5
g0 - 84 2 3 5 - - - 5

10 TaL 691 1100 1791 239 57 294 2585
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TABLE {5
DISTRIBUTION OF POFULATION ACCORDING T WORZING AND HON-YORKING
STATUS IN VARIOUS AGE GROUPS
BUILT UP AREA

AGE NON  wORKER WOREKER GRAND
GROUP M F TO'L AL M ¥ TOLAL TOTAL
0 - 4 117 115 232 - - - =232
5= 9 118 117 235 1 - 1 236

10 - 14 97 133 230 13 1 14 244

15 =~ 19 68 86 154 19 3 o2 176
20 - 24 46 80 126 39 4 45 169

25 - 29 22 62 84 48 7 55 4139
30 - 34 10 49 59 57 7 64 123

35 - 39 - 56 36 49 3 52 €8

40 - 44 - 34 34 21 3 34 68

45 - 49 - 25 25 33 3 36 61
50 - 54 - 16 16 22 1 23 39
55 = 59 - 14 14 23 3 26 40

60 - 64 - 16 16 25 2 27 43

65 - 69 - 8 8 15 1 16 24

70 - 74 - 8 8 16 - 16 24

75 - 79 - 1 1 1 - 1

80 - 84 2 2 4 - - - i

TOTAL 480 802 1282 392 38 430 1712




Ceyo
Tames: 1S

DISTRIBUTION OF POFULATION ACCORDING TO WORKING AND NON-¥%ORKING
STATUS IN VARIOUS ACE GROUPS

FLOOD FLAIN AREA

NON
AGE WORKER WORKER )
GROUP M P Total i F Total ot i
0 - 4 54 065 100 - - - 100
5 - 9 52 47 99 1 - 1 100
10 - 14 15 38 83 5 ? v 90
15 - 19 35 39 72 10 1 11 83
20 - 24 15 2y 44 15 4 19 63
25 - 29 5 21 26 23 1 24 50
30 - 34 2 2 22 22 1 23 45
35 -39 - 23 23 19 1 20 43z
40 - 44 - 13 13 15 2 17 20
45 - 49 - 6 6 14 3 17 23
50 - 54 - 5 5 4 1 5 10
55 = 59 - 2 2 3 2 5 7
60 - 54 - 4 4 & - & 10
65 ~ 69 2 2 4 4 1 5 9
70 -~ 74 1 2 3 3 - 3 &
7% =79 - 2 2 1 - 1 2
80 - g4 ~ 1 i - - _ .

TOTAL 211 298 489 145 19 to4 673




—Lh

the two areas separately. 4 ¢lose examination of the two taoles

reveals that the numberof non-workder males is less than the non~-workes
,’_kfemales in both the areas. Of all the femsles in the built up region,
only %8 are engaged in different occupations whereas 80Z are non-workers.
In the flood plain area, the totzal number of women engaged in 4ifferent

“Yniy

sorks is only 19 whereas the number of non-workder females is 292.
'wo males, one from the flood plsin area and the other from the built.

up area belonzing to the age group 5-9 is found in the present study.

Of the number of workers in the present study, the number
:and vercentage of male and female encaz d in different occupations
is shown in Table 1.5 (d). From this table it is seen thst majority
ar- people are engaged in azriculture. The percent:ze of male cultivators
i maximim (52.51%) as compared to the other types of occupstions.
Hence, it is obvious that cultivation 1s the major occupation amonz the
palesy after cultivation, it is scen that next hizher percentage of
Smales are engaged in middle professional jobs. osuilied workers form
B.9%4% of the msle workders whereas the percentaze ol males -ngaged in

.business znd day laboueer is the same (7.45%).

lost of the females in the present dtudy are nor-workers
or housewives. & very small percentzge ( )} of the females are
seen to be engaged in different occupations. “Yut of this, number of
females engaged in different occupations, the highest percentaze are
found to be eultivators (52.63%). Wext to that are the females enczaged
in middle professio: (31.58%). Fercentzges of women workin: as day

jzbourers, is found {to be only 15.79% in thepresent study.
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Tables 1.5(e) and (f) show the number and percentage of
1 nales and females in different occupations in the built up area and
the £lood plain area respectively. A comparison of the two tsebles
reveal that the percentage of male cultivators is the highest in both
the areas as compared to the percentages of the males engaged in
different occupations. In the built up area, it is seen that the
second highest percentage of males are found to be engaged in middle
profession whereas in the flood plain area the second highest
percentage of the working male population are found to be day labourers.
Percentage of male skilled workers in the flood plain area is higher
(20.69%) than that of the built up area (4.59%). Males in lower
professional works and business are also found to be higher in the
flcod plain area. Though the percentage of male cultivators is the
highest as compared to all other occupations, the percentage of
cultivators in the built up area is still higher (62.24%) as compared
to the flood plain area. In case of female workers also the highest
percentage are found to be cultivators followed by day labourers in
the case of flood plain area and middle professionals in the case of

the built up aresz,

It is interesting to note that though culiivator constitute
the highest percentage of the working population in both the areas,
in the built up region only 37.76% of the males are engasged in
profession other than cultivation. In the flood plain region, on the
other hand, 73.79% of the male wcrking pooulation are engaged in other

rrofessions.

FERTILITY
Human fertility consiitutes an esseniial aspect of the

studies in any demographic studies. TFertility 15 one of the nain

L%
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factors responsibhle for chence in *he size and o sove cowtent. he
structure of & population . thorough wdsrsianding of the differsatial
end thae deterningnis of fertilids 1s nacegssny T econowmic Jdevelonment
snd for ipitistin~n fertility conmtrel vroogramnes, . larze nuvmber of
fachtors are mrown to sffect the feriility raite eliner directly or
indirectly. Tence, in the present study, the fertilidy ol e lshing
residing in the four villages. il.e. Berpanva, Sotliamari, alangl

education and fertility and family trpe and fertility.

Por studring the factors Like age at nenarche,
age at neaopzuse, sge at marriage, all the 452 women consistiing merried,
widow and sepasrated are taken into consideration in the present study.

For the purpose of fertility, mortality and family planning, the

widows and separated women are excluded.

AGE AT MENARCHE :

KHenarche is the first menstruval period a giri
experiences. From the time of menarche, menstiruation occurs in a
cyclical pattern until a woman reaches her neaopause. 4 women is

capable of reproduction after the attainment of menarche.

Table 2.1(a) shows the distribution of the age at
menarche of the 452 Mishing women in various age groups. The
menarcheal age ranges from 10 - 16 years of age. The highest
percentage of women (41.15%) shoed their menarched age as 12 years
of age followed by 14 years of age (18.58%). The least percentsage
of women (2.88%) were seem to attain menopause 8t 10 years of age.

The near age at menarche of the women is found to be 12.85S + 0.06.



Siie

TABLE 2,1(a)

DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN ACCCRDING TO AGE AT MENARCHE

AGE AT MENARCHL
}R;%inT - I
AUl

GROVES 9 10 11 12 17 " 15 15
15 - 19 - - 1 16 % o - -
20 - 24 - 1 5 26 1 8 N 7
25 - 29 - 5 3 32 11 o r 5
30 - 34 - 2 5 21 16 12 ) 1
55 = 29 - 1 4 22 6 12 e 1
40 - 44 - ~ 1 17 10 14 2 2
45 - 49 - 1 ' 4t 2 s n -
50 - 54 - 1 2 7 g 5 2 Z
55 ~ 59 - 2 1 7 ~ o - -
60 —- 64 - ~ 1 11 E & o g
55 - 69 - - 2 7 ] “ . i
70 - 74 - ~ ~ 5 1 ! -

75 = 79 ~ ~ - 1 1 - , -
20 - &4 - - - - ] § 1

POTAL - 15 70 106 € o For

= (2.88) (G UHITS) (Vo) (Teanry e etk

-
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Tables Z2.1(b) ard (¢) show the distribution of the women in various
age groups according to the age at menarche in the built up ares and
the flood plain area respectively. 4 cqmpariéon 0f the two tables
show that the hichest percentage of women attairned menarche at 12
years of age in both the areas respectively. The second highest
percentage of women are found to attain menarche (18.52%) at the a-ge
of M years in the built up area and at the age of 13 years in the
flood plain area. The near gge at menarche in the built vp area is
found to be 12.83 + 0.08 and 12.9 + 0.11 in the flood plain are=a.

The difference in age at menarche between the women of the two areas

is not statistically siguificant ( t = 0.5147 £

AGE AT MENOPAUSE .

Out of a total of 452 women (including widows and
separated femeles) 99 of them have attained mencpanse in the present
study. The distribution of thé women &ccording to the aze at menopause
is shown in +table 2.2(a). From this table it can be seen that the
highest percentage of women (28.28%) attain mencpause at the age of
49 years in the present study. The second highest percentage of women
(15.15%) are found to attain menopause at 45 years of age. The nsar

age at menopeuse of the women in the present study is 47.83 + 0.32,

Tables 2.2(b) and 2.2(c) show the distribution of the
women according to the aze at mendpause in the tTwe areas separately
i.e, the built up are¢a and the flood plain area. In the built up rezion
the highest percentage of the women are found itc attain menopause at
the age of 49 years (25.33%) followed by 45 years of age (17.33%), The
near azZe at menbpause in the bullt up ares is found to be 48,01 + 0.36.

In the flood plain area, on the other hand, the hichest percentaze of

a

e ol B i g - 1 P : - o &= v T s 7
romen (37.5:) are seen f¢ atiain menopause at 42 years of ase followed

P
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TABIE 22.4(b)

DISTRIBUTICN OF WOMEN ACCORDING TO AGHw AT MBNARCHE
BUILT UF AREA

Present AGE AT MENARCHHE

age

groups 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Total
10 - 14 - - - - - - - - -
15 - 19 - - - 10 1 1 - - - 12
20 - 24 - 1 5 20 10 = 1 2 44
25 - 29 - > 1 2y B 4 4 > 25
30 - 34 - el 4 14 14 g 1 1 45
35 - 29 - 1 2 11 3 7 7 1 32
40 - 44 - - - 12 6 12 4 2 %6
45 - 49 - 1 5 10 1 7 5 y, 28
50 - 5% - - 2 4 ‘I 5 g g 1y
55 - 59 - 2 L 5 7 2 - - 17
60 - &4 - - d 11 1 2 2 i 18
65 - 69 - - 2 5 1 g - - 4
70 - 4 - a - 4 1 5 - - &
75 =79 - - - 1 - - - - 1
80 - 84 - - = - 1 1 - - 2
IOTAL - 12 19 137 56 e0 23 17 324

(3.70) (5.86) (42,28) (17.28) (18.52) (7.10) (5.25)
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by women who attained menopause at 47 years of age (20.83%). The
near age at menopause of the women in the flood plain area is 47.33
+ 0,63, Fo statistically significent difference of the age at mendpause
between the women of the two areas is observed ( t = 1.0749, d.f. =
YP .

AGE AT MARRIAGE

Distribution of the Yishing women zcecording to aze at
marriage is shown in table 2.3(a). From this table it can be seen
that the highest percentage of women (13.94%) marry at the age of
20 years followed by {11.06%) those m=2rvrying at the age of 19 years.
The near aze at nmarriaze of the ilisninz women 23 a whole in the present

study has been found to be 20.76 + 0.18.

Tables 2.3(b) and (¢) show the dietribution of the women
according to sge at marriage in the bullt up and the flood plain areas
gseparately. The highest percentage of women are seen to marry at an
age of 20 whereas in the flood plain area, it is 17 years of age. The
near age at marriage of the built up“area is found to be 20.87 + 0.20
ir the present siudy and that of the flcod plalin arca to be 15.4 + 0.20.
It is seen that the age at marriage is higher in the built up area
than that in the flood plain area. The differente between the two
areas in respect of age at rmarriage iz statistically significant

(t-=4.6889, d,f= , P

Age at marriage of 433 Mishing nale is presented in
Table 2.3(d). From this table it can be seen that the highest
percentage of males (11.55%) are found to marry at the age of 22 years
followed by 24 years of age. %The age at marriase for the Mishing
males in the present study is seen to range from 15 1o 40 years of =ze

though the percentage of those married at these two exirems years of
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average number ¢f live births of wouen of z particular aze zroup. Dhe

gze sperific fertility of the 407 llishing women of varicus age groons
is shown in table 2.4(a). The total number of live births of these
401 weomen is €34 which gives the average n'mber as 4,07. The nsgor
fertility value is seen t¢ move upwards with the increase in aze, bui
there is & sudden fall irn the sge zrouvps 70~-74, 7V5-Y2 and 80-84. The
highest number of live births (14) is found in the mothers belongins 1o
60-64 and 65-69 years of age.

Tables 2.4(b) and 2.4(c) show the agze snecific Tertility
of the women living in the built wp zrea and the flood plain area

respectively. In the built up region, a total of 295 women a3T¢ seéen

to have 1172 live births which gives an average number of 2,97, The
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near fertility value is seen to rise with the increase in age but fail
after the age of 70-74% onwards. The highest number of live births (14)
are seen in women belonging to age groups 65-68 end 70-74. In the fload
plain area the total number of women &re found to be 106 who have a total
of 462 live births, The average number of live births in this region
thus becomes 4.36, The near fertility wvalue in this asrea is seen 1o
increase with increasing age but fall suddenly in the age group 50-54

and then rise again.

INTERVAL BETWEEN MENOPAUSE aND LAST BIRTH :

The interval between menopause and last birth is shown
in table 2.5(a). The interval rancges from 1 to 18 years. The highest
percentage of women (15.94%) show three years interval beitween menopause
and last birth followed by (14.49%) as 7 years beiween menopause and
last birth. The near intervael beiween menopause and 1last birith has been
found to be 7.7 + 0.49., Tabies 2.5(b) and 2,5(c) show the distribution
of women according to interval between menbpause and last birith in the
two regions separately. Table 2.5(b)} shows that the highest percentuge
of women (18.52%) have three years interval between mendpause &nd last
birth in the bulilt up region. The second highest percentaze of women

(16.67%) showed 7 years as the interval between menopavnse and last
birth, the near interval in this region being 7.3 + 0.55. In the [lood

-

plain area, 13%.3%% of women in eazch show 6, 8

~ -4 sl ES k) - i iy 4 - -
region is found 4o be 9.13 + 1,07, Thongh the inweIvel betresn meononause
o % Fad h F b PP o 2 N - S em i
snd lust birth of the women in the built oo perion is lover fThan that
- - P -
in the flood nigin rezion, the difference betwesn T0e twe aress 15 not
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vives and cultivater husbands in the bvilt up region., The average number

ng is lowest (3.72) amomust couples where husband are engazed
in lower professions und wives arve non~workers., Similarly, in the flood
plain area also, the average number of live births is highest among
non-worker covples (6.5) followed by couples where wives are non-workers
and husbands are cultivators. In this region the avVerage number of
live births is found to be the least (2,1) amongsSt Don-worker wives and

husbands engaged in middle professions.

EDUCATION AND FERTILITY

Educational status of cowples and averaze number of live

births is shown in table 2.7(a)

average number of live births is seen to be the highest
(5.11) where wives are illiterate and husbands with category II education

fellowed by couples where both husbands and wives are illiterate. The
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averzge number of live births is least (1.0) where wives is in the post

graduaste category and husband in the category IV education.

Tables 2.7(b) and (¢) show the averaze number of live
tirths of couples according to educational status in the built up and
fiom& plain areas respectively. 4 compariscn of the two tables reveal
that the average number ¢f live birth is the highest amongst illiterate
couples in both the regions. Least number of live birth (1.0) is found
amongst couples where wife is in matric and above standard and husband
in category IV education in the built up area whereas in the flood plain
area, the averaze number of live births is the least (1.0) amongst couples
where both husbands and wives are in the matric and above category of

education.

FAMILY TYPE AND FaRTILITY .

The average number of live births in different age gronups
of women in joint and nuclear families is shown in Teble 2.8{a). In the
present study, the average number of live births in joint familics (3.97)
is found to be less than that of the nuclear families (4.16). The average
nunber of live births is seen 1o be higher in all age groups of women
in the nuclear families excepiing age groups 50=54, 65-69., 70-74, 75-75

and 80-84 where the number of live borms are higher in the joint f-smilies,

Teble 2.8(b) shows the average number of live births in
both nuclear and joint families in the two zreas. A comparison of the
two aress show that the number of live births is higher in the nuclear

families in the two sreas.

INFANT AND CHILD NORTALITY

lortality is knom to affect and influence beth fertility

as well as birth rate. In the present study, +4he mortality 5f infants
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2.8(a)
AVERAGLE NUVBER OF LIVE BIRTH IN DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS OF WOREKR OF NUCLEAR AND JOINT FAVILIES

TABLE

CoLiwaR FAVILILS

I

ZINTHS

|

OF LIVL

KC.

AVG,

OF LIVE BIATHS

70.

)
4

AVG,

-
]

HOVEX

F

pRy

—

RULBER C

2.567

¢

QJ

11 (1.1 )

A
|

26
24

51 ( 1.54 )
99 ( 2.91 )
156 ( 4.30 )
17% ( 4.55 )
1219 ( 5.04 )

164 ( 6,31 )

33
34

51

24

25 - 29
20— B4
35 - 39

é}lOlj)

~~

.
QY]
~s

P

A

e7 (

20
15
17

A8

24
26
11

N
QJ
O

A

50

g
12
10
10

45 - 49

65 ( 6.27)
56 (8, © )

50 - 54

5

75 (7.
&

2)

2.
55 ( 9.17)

QY]

1M (11, ©)

S

& (&8, G)

7 ( 6.75)

B
<

48

70 - 74
75 - 79
80 - a4

~ ~

L -
o~ Wl
N RN

o~ W

185 735 ( 3.97)

£29 ( 4,16)

- 216

TOT x’i.L
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TABLE 3,1(a)

PERCENTILE DISTRIBUTION OF MORTATLITY OF LIVL BORN

AT VaRTIOUS aAGES

AGE AT
DEATH

HUMBLR OF LIVE BOiw DILD

FLLHCIHHT Al

BELOW ONk YEAR 61 52,97

1 23 12.43

2 20 10.81

3 27 14, 50

4 15 8,11

5 9 4.85

6 9 4,86

. & 3, 24

8 5 2. 70

9 2 1.08

10 ] 1.62
11 - -~

12 2 1.08

13 3 1.62
14 - -

TOT &L 185 99. a7




Gios
PaBdue 2 =8

ConTaGh DISTRIBUTICN OF HORTALITY OF LIVa BORN AT VARIOUS AGES.

BUILT UP aiba FiQUD PLaT aRba
AGE AT Ho. of 4 Ho. of live
DEAYH live born Y% born died %
(YhARS) died
FROL BIRTH
TC BELCW
CMe YE&®R 28 20 .47 23 36.57
1 13 13.68 40 11 .11
2 9 9«47 1 12.22
5 17 17.89 10 11 .41
iy 5 5.51 9 10.00
5 5 5.26 4 s
6 5 5.26 4 444
7 4 4.2 2 2422
8 3 5.16 2 2.22
9 2 2.10 - -
10 2 2,10 4 111
11 ~ - - -
12 - - 2 2.22
1% 4 1.05 2 2. 22
14 - - - -
TOTAL 95 $9.96 G0 9g.28
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TABLE 3. 2(a)

PERCENTILE DISTRIBUTION OF INFANT MORTALITY AT VARIOUS AGES

AGE AT NUMBER OF INFANT DIiD PERCLNTAGE

DEATH

SAME DAY OF BIRTH 6 ST

2 - 7 DAYS 1% 21. 31

8 -28 DAYS - -

1 - % HONTHS 29 47, 54

4 -12 HONTHS 1% 21. 31
TOT AL 61 100. 00

FRRCENTILE DISTRIBUTION OF
CHILD MORTALITY AT VARIOUS AGES

AGE AT
DEATH TULBER OF CHILD DIED PERCENTAGE
1 23 18455
2 20 16.1%
> 27 21,77
4 15 12,10
5 9 7.26
6 9 7.26
7 5 4,84
8 5 .03
2 2 1,61
10 3 2,42
11 -~ -
2 2 1.6
15 3 2,42
124 - -

124 100 .00
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TABLE 2 A&

PERCLU T asy DISTRIBUTION OF 1ntanl
HMORTALITY AT VargIOUs alis

. _
! BUILT UFP Afks FRAOD rFiall Allivig
1

aGl AT} Nunmber of dumber of

DraTH i infunt died Fercentage infant dicd tercenta
!
i

Saul DAY

o

OF BIRTH 3 10,71 3 .09
2- 7 Days 7 25.00 6 16,18
8-28 Days - - - -

1-3 lonths 12 B3 086 14 ER Y
412 ¥onths 6 21.43 7 21,21
TOTAL 28 100.00 33 92.99

PRRCLNT AGs DISTRIBULICH CF
CHILD LORTALITY At VARLOUS

AGIS
3 BUILT UP AR&A FLOOD FLAIN AREa
AGE AT ! Number of TmEer aT it
DEATH } child died Fercentage child died iercentarke
1 13 19,40 10 17, 54
i p 12.42 i 1oL 0
5 17 2557 10 17,54
N R 8.95 9 5.0
2 5 TS 4 000
6. 5 TS 4 2,02
/ N 5.9 2 5.5
8 5 4.48 o 7.5
9 2 2.98 - }
10 e 2.98 1 1,75
11 - _ ~ _
e - - 2 %, 051
13 1 (TS 5 o
qn - i j )

67 99.97 57 100,00
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TaBld : 3.3(0)

SREWISE DISPRIBULICH OF INFAHT DeaTil Al ValliCls asss

ALl AL IRSHERY PR RSN EURSBR FRATDHTAGE 1ol e Lo
Daaad Ui DLt 01D 1L

Al B Et b
SAME DAY ]
OF BIRTH 5 5 R{%. 5% ‘i 10, 00
2 - 7 DAYS 13 9 €O, 27 " 50,77
8 -~ 2B DAYS - - ~
7 — 3 MOUTHS 29 16 55,17 17, TRBRTE

4ho— 12 TUOHTHS 13 7 5%, 25 & AE, 15

TOTAL 61

M
~3

650, 65 24 5.5

ShIFISE DISTRIBUTICN OF CHILD HORTALITY AT VARIOUS AGRS

AGh al TCTaAL NUKMBLER NUmBoR PLRCLPaGhk  HUMBLR FhriQriTaGon
Dhalid OF DrATH DInD DIiD
MALL Frladlb

G65.22 8 A, T

no
(@]
-

60.00

o=

40,00

N
~1
JiN

44, 44 1

R =
D260

\J1

40.00

(8

&0, G0

56.67

~1 A\
wel

b

*

b

i

22. 22
50.00

£ W o N

= W
o)

o

2

=

it

80,00

20,00

[V R« RN R Yo B

0,00

O WO M~ O M F W o 2

Y ny

100,00

LS .

o
I
f
1

11 - - - -

12 2 - - 2 0, 1)
13 3 3 10000 - -

TOT AL, 124 ) S0. 81 5% 49,19

AN
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TARLE 3.3(b)

BEXWISE DISTRIBUTION OF INFANT DEATH AT VARIOUS AGES

1
BUILT jus ARV & P1LO0OD PLATN AREA
AGE
LT Total ¥o. Died ©Percent~ No.Pied Per-§ Total No.Dled Perc- No. Per-
DeAlH No. of Mol are Female coen-§ No.of Wale entage Died cen-
Deuth e age § Douth Female tage
Sallk DAY
OUF BIKTH 3 2 66.67 1 33.33 100.00 - -
2= 7 Days 7 5 7143 2 28.57 6 & 66.67 2 53.33%
8 - 28 Duys - -
1 -3% Months 12 g 75.00 3 25.00 17 7 41,18 10 58.82
4-12 Months 6 50.00 3 50.00 7 4 57.14 3 42,86
TOTAL 28 19 67.86 9 32,14 33 18 54,54 15 45.45
SBEXWISE DISTRIBUTION OF CHILD MORTALITY AT VARIOUS AGES
—1
BUILT (65 ARE A FLOOD PLAIN ARKAR
AGE
AT Totel No.Died No.Dled % Total Ne.Died No.
DEATH Ho.of ' Femsle No.of Died
Deom th Vale % Deatn Male % Fomnle %

1 13 B8 61.54 5 38,46 10 ? 70.00 3 30,00

2 9 4 Ak 44 5 55.55 11 8 72.73 3 27.27

3 17 9 52.94 8 47,06 10 3 30, 00 ? 720.00

& 6 3 50.00 - 20.00 9 3 33.33 6 66.67

4] 5 3 60.00 2 40,00 4 3 75.00 1 25.00

© b) 1 20.00 4 80.00 4 1 25.00 3 75.00

7 4 1 25,00 3 75.00 2 2 100.00 - -

b 3 2 66.67 1 33.33 2 2 100.00 - -

g 2 - - 2 100.00 - - - - -
10 2 - -~ 2 100.00 1 - - 1 100,00
7 - - - - - - - - -
12 - - - - - 2 - - 2 100,00
13 1 1 100.00 - - 2 2 100.00 - -
14 - - - - - - - -

&7 32 47.76 35 S2.24 57 31 54,38 26 45,61
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deaths (47.76:). Iv the case of the flood plain area it is seen that
the reversszs holds zood where the percentage of male deaths outnumber

the fomale deaths,

infant a2nd child zortzlity acecording to birth orders is
shown in table #,4{a). From this tesblec it can be seen thot morialiidy

is the hichest (21.62%) ir the iirst order follﬁW&ﬁ by (18,3877, Yhe

percentage of mortaiity decreases sraduglly with the increase of birth
cerderg, However, there 1Is a 2light increase of mortality in the elmnib

birth order snd then arair graduzlly decreases upte the (welveth oirdh
ordor. Tebles Z.4(h) and 3.4(2) show the mort2lity of infanits and
ehildren according to birth eordsr in the two areas spearstely. o the
vullt up ares, it is seen that the percentaze is ihe highest in the
first birth ovrers. This decreases gradually with the increase of birth
orders. In the seventu birith ouder, in the bulld ur sres, the perountage
incroases slightiy snd dben decreasces vwith the increzse of Lirvrih ovder.
Tanle $.4{c¢)

i th

s st R ome B e b 3 amt A - g ’ = £ Yy * %
ghows dufanv and codlld zorislidy according o birth opier

4
£lacd

if:

‘izin area. Tus aighest porcentage Ls found in the first
birth order followed by ithe second, third, fourth and Tilth Lixth

ordsro. The percentaze ircreasss iu the sixth birvth orfor 2ad zizhth

hirth: orders.

The nomber and percentage of infants and children that
ied in varicus cocupatiorel cazitezories of varentz is shown in
Teblze 3,5(a). It iz scen that the percentaze of infsnt and child death

iz the highest {74,75%) in eszse of courles where husbsnd iz a

labour ené wife ¢ non-~worker. It is followed by the percentare of

decth in couplesz vhers the husband is a lower professional and wife

a non-worker. This pervcentaze is found to be 30.77:,

of infant snd child death is the leasi amongst ¢ouples

is a vusinerspan and wifes & cultivator.
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Table 3%,5(b) and (¢} shew the perceniage of in
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Jorhot district

(rrovisioneal’.

Cf the toisl pouvulation of 7385, 1712 is from the beilt wp
area and 573 is from the flood plain area. The percentase of mole in
the b»ilt vp ares is found to be 50.%94% and that of female to be
49,06%. In the flood plain area, 52,904 comprise of male and 47.70%
of female, The sex ratic (number of women per 1200 males) in the built
up aved is 963 end that of the flood plain area 890, Thus, it can be
seen that the se¢x ratio of the whole population studied in the four
dighinzg villages in Majuli is in conformity with the sex retio of Jorhat

ai

P
n

trict, Then again the sex ratio of the buwilt up ares is fouwné io
be higher than that of flood plain area which indicates that in the
built up area, number of female is wuch higher in relation to males
than in the flcod plain region. A possible explanation covld be g

higher high sex ratioc at birth.

Disiribution of the population in the present sitndy reveals
that males outnumber females in all age groups excepling &ge groups
Q-14 and 15-2¢ nhere the madles are outnumbered by femzles. Thern again
in the age group 75-89, the percentage of females is found to be more
than that of flales. A4 possible explanation of the low percentase of
males in the lower age groups could be because ¢f the higher perceniage

of male infapt and child death as has been found in the present study.
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The slightly higher percentaze of females in the age group 75-83 revsals

that the female longivity is more than that of males.

Jo the built up region, the percentage of malez is found
to be lesserin the aze groups 0-14, 15-29 and 75-89, & similar explana-
tion as has been stated sbove can be given in this case. In the flood
plain area, on the osther hand, it is seen that the percentage of males
outhunber that of females in the age group O0-14% and &0-~-74. & possible
reason for the higher percentasze of males in the lower age group could
be because ¢f a low sex ratio at birth. The percentage of fthe females
in the higher age groups is found to be more than that of males in this
region. 4 poSsible explanation ¢ould be on higher death rate acong the
males.,

Fipon (1993%) in his study of the three ¥isghing villazes,

i

(¥

iy
1=
{3
fost
L)
7]

viz. Ilchnors, Dvhutimvkh and Borpanwua also found the nuzber o

more than that of femasles,

The population pyramid or ageé-sex siructure, {Fig. 7.1}

0f the tctal popviation shows fh=2t from age zroup

i a s gl . . b s N ) N

8 typical pyramid structure with a broad base at this asze zroun and the
: 2 i X e y b U, " 7 S - . 2 £

sides tavering tovards fthe peak, This sitrveture indicat
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study of the threg Lishing villgges also found majority of the zouseholds
tc be medium sized i.e. having 4=0 members in them. Tn the built up

area and the f{lo«d plain areas, the medium sized families appeared to

be pre-dominant. In the built up area they constituited 43.97%%6 of the
total number of households and in the fleood plairn area they constituted
£5,22%, & closer look a2t the family type and composition of households
reveal that nuclear families are the maximum (64.35%) followed by Joint
families (28.98%) in the present study. A comparision of the family

tvpe in the two zreas reveal that the percentage of nuclear families

ig the maximun in both the areas, but the percentaze of nuclear families
is more (78.26%) as compared o the built up region (57,%20%), The
pvercentage of Joint families on the other hand is more in the build

s g S e - P <y by 3, £ [ d ST B I3 . ooy LT
area (36.52¢) &3 compared to the flood plain arez (73,9150, 4 nossible
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The study reveals that the menarcheal ages of the iishing
Fomen ranges from 10-16 years and maximum percentage of women show their
menarcheal age as 12 years. The near age at menarche for the presenti
tudy is 12.86 + 0.06., The near age at menarche of the present study is
in conformity with that of the assamese girls of different castes, which

ranges from 12.53 + 0.08 to 12.8% + 0.12 (Das, 1975).

The highesi percentase of women showed their menarcheal age
at 12 years oth the brilt up and flood plain avea. In the bullt up

area, the near age =% memarchae is 12,83 + 0,08 and in the [Mood plaid

area it is found +to be 12,97 + 0,11, From this it can be seen that ther
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women in the flood plaln ares conuld be beczuse of the betler economic
condition in the arez as conpared ito the flocd plein zres. However,
the difference irn the age a2t menopause beiween women of the two areas

is not statistically significant.

Regarding the age at marriage of women in the present
study, the rance has been found to be from 13-3% years. The highest
percentage of women are found to marry at the age of 20, The near ace
at marriage of women is found teo be 20,53 + ©.17. ‘this findinc supporis
that of Mipun { 1993 ) who stated that the mzrriageable age is betwesen
18-25 years for Mishing boys and between 15-20 years for girls. Then
again in Kerszls, the near age at marriage is reported ioc be 20.6

( Mahadevan aud Sumangals, 1987 ).

In the built up area, the highest percentage of women
are found marry at the age of 20 whereas in the flooé plain arvea, highest

percentege of women sre found to marry at the age of 17 years. The near
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present study showed that the averaze number of live bDirihs is more inp
nuclear families than in the joint families. The present atudy goes ino
conformity with that of Driver (1963)and Naz (1965} which reported
vniformly higher fertility in nuclezr families than in joint families.
In the present study, the fertility in the nuclear families is found %o
be higher than thst of the joint families possibly because ol the reason
that a typical Wishing house has no partitions { Pegu, 1981 ). 4as suck,
the privacy for the couples is lesser in the joint families, On the
cther hand, in thke nuclear families, the couples have more privacy which

leads *to higher fertility in such fanily types.

INFANT AND CHILD HORTALITY

In the present situdy, mortality of live boern at various
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azes reveals thgt the hishesi percentage of mortaliiy o

observed within one year of birith., a similar trend is cbserved in botk
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(142)
to the bulilt up area. On the other nand, female Litserscy are

fourd to bs higher in the built wp arez tran that in the I

The number of non-workers in the present study has been found

to be mere than thset of workers. Uajority of the workers in beih th

o

regions are engaged in cultivation. The percentages of men engaged in

occupations other *han cultivation is found to be higher in the flood

plain arez.
Tertility :

[
=
(9]
o

The nesr age 81 menarche of the iMishing women as &
has beer found to be 12.86 + 0,06, The near aze at menarche in the built
np area is found to be 17.8% + 0.08 and in the flood plain area 4 is
fornd to be 12,9 + 0.11., The two areas do not show any significaznt

difference ‘n resuect of the age at menzrche of the girlis.

The aze at menoparse ranges between 38-55 years ol the

W

Liishing women as & whole in the near age at menopause being 47.83 +

0.%2. In the builit up area, the near age a1t mencpause is found to be

45.01 + 0.3 and that of the flood plain area to be 47.33 + 0.03.

The sze a8t marriaze of women in the present study, range
from 13-%2% years. The highest percentaze of women are fouwnd o marry at
the age of 20. The near age at marriasge is found %o be 20.52 + C.17. Ir
the bnilt up region, the highest percepntaze of females are found o marry

at 20 years of age whereas in the flood plain area it 13 found to be 17

e w by - 2 .. T 2 Fom v T S - o -~ S
7earz. The near zre at marriage of women in the bullt up area is 20.57
. g R S e 3] » 3 T ~ R
+ 0320 and that of the flood plain sresz +o be 10,7 + 0,33,
—— = N .
o . - P -~ e L. S o - & -
age 3% marriaze for men in the present study ranres Iro
S [ g - - e ERE T i 0 m o = - -
Leild wesrs ol are. CThe highest percéentare of men 2Te io to 2%
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