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v

Nalbari District since Independence" a reserch proiect under taken
3
by Sri Debendra Kumar Bezbarua M.A. a Ra/ib Gandhi Scholar of the
Institute of Social Change and Development, Guwahati. This is an
"\
original work based on field investigation in a copact area of six
~
villages in Khetri-Dharmapur Mauza of Nalbari District- Conducted
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by the writfer following a two point survey based on stratified

random sampling Technique.
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in any Iorm , but the author has reserved the right to use any
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—PBEFACE

‘Scheduled castes uﬁ-oomuto term coined particularly
after incependence of the country ,In the constitution nrm is
Specifically made to 1t to include a large numbers of castes and comm-
unities socially neglected economaclly down—trodden and reli-
glously m.t-ento « So after Aindependence a large number of constitu-
tional and administrative =i measures have been ddopted and implemented

to up-1ift their conditions in all respects.Certain voluntary organisati-
onsare also striving haxd to do away the social inhibitions , economic
backwardness and religlious alcofness , For all these, the soclia-economic
condition,have under gone & great change in then after ihe indepence.

So the Government, the Covt, sponsered institution: and
organisationj social scientists and woziors, have Leen taken & keen
interest in the social transformetion of the Scheduled caste people of
the country , The institéien of social change and Development of Guwaha-
t4 have shown great interest in the pxoblem as so it has introduced a
Junior shortterm Ebideshés Tollowship programme fuundesd funded by the
Rajiv Gandhi Foundation/ %355,

I as a resedrch scholer of thé Gusshati University,have
alse an LARsEEbst Feeling to make an incdepth study on the Socisi econo-
ic dondition of the S5,C.peorle of the State, So I applied for the Felle-

ip and the institute has very kindly granted me the Rajib Gandhi awax
%Mmu to make au indepth study in a compest area *u—:uy inhabited
" by the schedulad castes, So at the very outset ,in presenting the proje-
ect report I'like to express my hesrtfelthratitude to the {nstitute,
to the Director (Ex) Dr.A.C.Bhgabati,the present vice-chancellor of
Arunachal University ) the present Director Dr. Atul Goswami and other
Office-bearers of the institute for their encouragement, guide and finan-
cial assistance , without which the present study could have, con=-
ducted ai all, But here I like to make a point of concern~in making
this study and presésiting the report, A sixth months ¢ tmbigt the
mmm of such a pnjoot in nn respects is not vﬁfa’ and so I
erpEets iy deutiinsiesenting the copfous data sollected in the two

points survey in a very lucid, sclentific and analytical manner .So,
for the lapses 1 beg my-exguse. L5 Ao Lromsrd

Conte « w = =



Hizre inf I take this oppertunity to express my deep sense of
gratitude to my guide Dr, K.Sarma ,Head of thel Dept. of Economics
of Na College and §Guide,G,U. for his guidgpce, encouragement
and pa ing supezvision and keen interest shown in all the phases
of the study, I also express my gratitude to Br.(Late) P.C.Goswani
mw-w;mmmum;;mmqm.
Here again I mey fail my duty If I donot express my gratitude to all
my friends and well wishexrs who have helped mo in many different ways
in the process of completion of the project, I am also grateful to my
respected teachers, Principal Ramcharan Bharsal!,Dimoria Cellege, A.Ch,
Deka, U.K.College, and P.Chaldzavartti, Nalbari College,for their moral
support and help in my studisé J(Lily o cles

~may/-lapse in this regard—tv oxpress my sincere pranam

to my parents, without whose mw;’%MMa »I would not have
been able to e work,

At the end, I hopcthe repext will shed a beacon light
for the uplift of the scheduled caste pegple in the leocality and help
in eradicating the seoclal aid economic inequality from which the 8.C.
people are still suffering.

Sri Debendra Kumar Sezbaruah,M.A,
Rajiv Gandhi Scholar.



PART ONE
_BACKGROUND INFORMATIONS
CHAPTER-1
AN OUTLINE OP’ﬁﬁHE-DIFFERENT SCHEDULED CASTE (S.C)
PEOPLE OF THE COMPACT AREA IN THE
NALBART DISTRICT



CHAPTER - I

An outline of the different Scheduled Caste (S.C.)
People of the Compact area in the Nalbari District .

INTRODUCTION :-
"-f_‘#?g;-scheduled Castes of Assam are composed of Sixteen distinct'Jatis'
or exogi&ous groupsl,These groups are 1. Namasudra ,2. Kasivartéa ,3.Hira
4., Jalkeot 5, Jhalo-Male ,6. Patni , 7. Sutradhar ,8. Mehtor;Bhangi;Balmi-
ki, Harijans , 9. Muchi or Rishi; Munchi,Bishi , 10.,Dugla & Dholi , 11,
Dhubi or Dhupi ,12., Bansphore ,13, Bhuimali , Mali , 14. Brittial Bania ,
Eania, 15. Lalbegi and 16. Mahara . But in the Nalbari District we have
only fourteen Sub-Castes of Scheduled Castes othep in;p lalbegi and Nahara.
And in our compact area of six villages under surveay there are
theee Sub-Castes, pamely Namasudra , Kaivartta and Hira., Each of Qhem
have their own distinct social status in terms of self-conceived purity
and separate historical backgrounaf‘»

vepencingen the—feet<Sncing ,

We shall explain the social -economic characteristics of each Sub-
Caste of the compact area with separate historical background#in this
chanter .

Namasudra :What we now call ] 'amasucra haa—been-aLmosi—a-sea%ary
aga.,known}gs cﬁgﬁnél or charal in the State of Assam . Even in thBse
days also)the word charal is very common to the people themselves or oth-
ers ., If we go back to the history of the caste following E.A.Gait Ris-
ley and Anderson - we find that they were the original aborigines of the
region and had been said to be the descenddnts of a pair of Erahmin wife
and sudra husband . According’ to Mr. Risley they were thought to be Trdbals
But®the people themselves felt more downtrodden to call them chandal which
“has been deformed to Charalqu‘course one opinion 14 pyeva&é&ﬂg that they
w-ere beipg in the Char ¢ of the Erahmaputra . So they, are called Charal .
Anmcd—so A-movement aﬁ%h?sd and it ragﬁed Dartlcularljvﬁgﬁuhe Surma valley

(Now Barak Vellgy) and the socially @nlightendd off them tried to redress
this feeling in a legal wily ,applying to the Districﬁ)ﬁgggﬁs&ioéﬁ?nd Chief
Commissioner through memorendum by replacdmg the word, by Namasudra and J

before the t¥rn of the century they had been successful to @all themselvs
Namasudra .

It is learnbf thatSub-Caste Chandal had been the original inhabit-
dnts of present Uttar Pradesh)wherefrom they migrated to Bihar , Bengal

(and Bangladesh) and then to Assam particularly tg Gealpara and Cachar :
districts . From these fwo districts , they bewe migrated to other

districts of the State . i
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Another opinion is alse thdre ., These peaple we;ahgxiginalﬂg_gf

Austrik origin and inhﬁ?ited.p%imar¥i7~%a the eastern part of Bengal.
From that part they ha#e migrated to Assam j It may be said that some
of these people be&ng subjected tof soc1al tarﬁture in the Hindu soci-
ety*ané~bs%ﬁg - : s had embracad Islams
ssm .

But in the concerned compact area of ours in the six villages we
could not find any such distinct characteristics . Thgyare/been to be
almost similar to the other Caste People residing in the villages. May
be hundreds of years of co-habitation in the locality has forced them
to have the same charateristic features.

As is observid now how 5 tggtiﬁ%éﬁ%?¥?~£§? unfouchability is almost abset

ever in them , They havewbeen educated particularly after #he indepen-
-tu_fru.hqf
dence and,illitaracy is mow not so g%ﬁ&bnt Gccur atlonal diversification
d and fishing is aow not UHIUGISQLFQS was béfore s in-
dependence . The following table will speak of it .
Table No.1. 1

Distribu?iig—of Namasudra households according to occupations and

hos

L
landholdings;\COmpact area of six villages .

LandholCingl Occupational classes
- L} 1 1
categories rciching ' Cultivation Agricultural: Others , All P.C.
Landless 1 460 i T 38 v 24 , 539(91405)
1
1 1
Marginal , 10 ' g ' 1 o 26 (4.39)
] 1
| ; . . 1
Small 1 A 9 ' = 1 ' 1% (1.86)
y : 1 ! '
Big ' - 13 y - ' 3 s a2
1 - == ]
]
. am1 ' 47 39 1e 86 ' 592(100)
(79.56) , (7.94) ' (6.59) (5.91) ' (100)
1 1
1 5 e = |

(Notes— Figures in the brackets are percentage to the totdl)
Source:- First point survey of the Recearch shholar.

From the Table No. 1.1. we see that about four - fifth of the
households of the Namasudra Community are engaged in fishing , about
7.94% are engaged in cultivation , 6.59% are engaged f@'aggicultural
labour and the rest 5.91% are engaged in other occupations including §
services ,weaving and other professions e&=. Ie

As most Q5 E &pe people of t@gé?a\were at one time migratory, follow
wing their pIDf!SSi&;SYflshlng s they used to have little landed pro-

perty and stigi “this Characteristics of landlessness is seen in most
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of them . About 91.05% of them are said to be landless ,4,39% are marg-
inal , 1.86% are small and only 2.7% are big landholders. As some of
the families are becoming cultivators ,réﬁevarge among them has—bseen
seen to acquire more cultivable land .

Kaivartta: -

"The dictéonary meaning of the word Kaivartta is to live from the
products of water as kol means gn water and Brit meanst%ubsist or livgkl
The Kaivartta community of Assam was originally known as Dom and was
primarily attached to the fishing profession . As they were fishgrmpn o
by fxshax profession so eften they wereaggﬁled f1sh§%man or Jaliya aL&&
As fishermén ,they had to live on the banks of the rivers where they usaﬂ»
to fish.,Ehey weréﬁ?ﬁiled Nadials . In our society the wgrd'Dom' has ¥
been at one time used in a dercgatory sen¢se, therefore the people of
the community felt ashamed of being called "Dom™ and so a sccial move-
ment started in the erstwhile Kamrup district to name them as Nadials
or Kaivarttas . And now they are better known as Kaivarttas or Nadials
and not as "Doms" . But in the commom parlance the werd "Dom"™ is still
pr@valent .

If we go back to their hdéstorical background , we feel very much
confused . But it is sure that this class of people has a very long h&
ritage . Evep\VedaByasa was said to be the son of a fishgrman . But why
they are called "Dom" and from what period .4 is not known to anybody-

on belonging to the dynasty of Bheawma Kings of Orissa (after the
rise of Gopala) wﬂere called Bhuama , during§ 8th century AD.-and then
SPom” . I iia , whezre-Persons living on the inco-
me of Qfgaiing human corpses wjfere called Dom or Domrajals%:égzgcggggéirb
%w%m%wmw
them«werevnicknamed 'as Dom . Even—tually Kaibartta and Nadials of Assam
and other immigramts s involved in fishing activity were consi-
dered as performing inferior activity-and-sc the inferier or lew caste,

v\ ultimately they were mgied out—with all posible contempl and nicknamed
as Dom%inggg53_3ficgggidgiiggifﬁggiixggg3Tnééézﬁgg§ﬂ¥§;€ they were Bhu-
ddhists and at the instance of Nahapurfush Sankardeva they were brought
to the Hindufold . But their initiation being very slow they were call-
ed Dom . According to Manu Samhita the Kaivartta community was boragf
a Nisada from an Ayogava woman who used to live on 332?53@ boats., Accor-
ding Bo Brahma Kaivartta Purana};he Kaivartta was born of a Kshatriya
father and Vaishya mobher . peoplt Ay Py ot St

"The word 'Dom' c es o a rgg?gigt of Assam a low fishing Caste |
ficcording to Bimal J.Dev and Dilip K. Lahlﬁéigjﬁhy51cally clean and #
well developed with plently of vitality and Jj—compteie freecdom from any
false sense of modesty " <3
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The DomgGaste &6 widely cistributidf in different parts of India .

th@% é;gggfhe found in Bihar , Orissa ,Bengaggnd Assam and S%s origin Was =

R

buried in censiderablte obscurity and the general ppinion according to
B,A.Allen seems to be that they were survivors of old aboriginal races
of India * . Though in Bihar and parts of Eengal)the Doms have been en-
gaged in scé“Venglng @? filths and deadbodies , in Assam they are not
in any way engaged s Uanrl for which they are free from the
general stigma of hatred and untouchobility . In Assam they are engaged

in fishing ,net making ,marketing ﬁb’fishaa and agriculture. Seo occupa-

tional diver=sification igéfﬁﬁsﬁﬁﬁii;nLngﬁiﬁzeﬁ—i&mehpast bet Such
e . ‘%*éf"{a;’@|
diver—sification is becoming more since Indepen-

dence .

A s I ttrem 3 igher
heirarchy as was mentioned—in The copper platgtﬁ?nﬁg;géta Satra when they
were placedlﬁﬁgt below the Keot , Their social behaviour is continucgusly
changing in the changed social circumstances , bet—eves ilecn thoy are

;i — corjscious of self reliance—and economic develop-
wert-. They are K -3Ag and t&&i_’te\na;crry early . They
are s%¢$$.r£§: constious about family planning and so, roﬁth rate of p
population among them 1§~ﬁ§gh e Ihe&3h_ungunhah1l41¥—&e—faﬁioly

e

ggégEé;;z;e=&£i%i*presenikin_aﬁé—afeuﬁéft+eqﬂEconomic conditions

of the commuaity in the compact ared, ;
c_':'__-___—___

In the cpmpact area of our study there are altogether 20 households
Ao Cnfe—aps Wﬁ» Sy »
with s . Litepacy among them is repidly improving
but ill1u¢£%fy is still comy aratlvely high among them,6f-eeurse , THaey
Py

are‘cultural ' | e Dhulia Sanskriti depending
os—thes . o

Landholdings:~ In the compact area all the 20 households cf Kaivar-
tta community are found landless . They havéafw{tie agrinultuxal or hor-
ticultuzal land fog—themselves . ﬁ;E&gg3£Q%hEY“have~are~e;i¥lland_c£_ihe
- ' e o lumm—

WFGMU Gf the 20 households of the community living
in thetéompact area ,8 or 40% of them gre livimg on fishing , 1 or 5%
on agriculture 10 or 50% diagriculatural labour and 1 or 5% EﬁﬁBfﬁj?fhghA
occupations Wz overnment service .

&2k have statedﬁ?g; literacy rate in the compact area is not
cempartively high . But as the area has been bestowed with a large num-
ber of educational Anstitutions established after théflndependencejedu—
cation has spread very repidly among tnem In 1971 , the literacy perc-
entage 6?‘the community in the State ﬁagrBEER-only 30. 38?.J§ﬂbin the
compact area,. cellectec—from—the household survey ris 53%~4¥ex¥:nan§—

igderable 4rewsse. i feind Td bl

Occupational
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The $ools and equipments used by the Kawarttas in the area are varied
and almost similar to thos%Lsed by the other people of the locality jthese
are Barja#l, Saiigiq%;é%>3£'Ponglijé}l sTa@c Jal ,Hatjal ,Asrajal and vgii_
ous tjgig of Jéi:£n3$f%used tof catch fish by placing them in the water
fieldbjufki or Gulka +Chepa ,Palo ,Jata ,Potti etc.

{he Kaivarttas ate at present becoming economically much advanced ,
but yet their spendthrift nature and lack of saving habits are still in-
hbbiting their social and ecomomic progress . The special privileges to be
enjoyed by them under the constitution .also are not beceming availagble to
them . The willages—resided by them coulestill be identified easily.

Hira:-@&, b PRYSET S

Hira is S B ﬂcommunity generally regarded as 1nfer10r to the Potters
i
(Kumars), though both of them make earthen pots of vgrlous Types.®f course
the raw material and the Techique usedby ggfﬁ'communities are d&fferent .

The Hira ﬁseg‘leamatl (a special Type of cley(f exlble at gfon but
hard after making ) and they®do not uﬁgﬂ:rzel~1 s . Such
clays are found only in certain e&si%nca-areasllke Digheli beel near K
Agyiathuri hills and 21°{fgbec of the State . This is a kind of min-

ara%ﬁ which e;@ not prq;s&ved by the Government . The womgh falk only esT
L make the pots with théir hands for which the productivity is stit] kest
very low . They also es€f—%6 produce 'Sikar'out of'Sikarmati' available

in different parts of the area they reside . This Sikar is csed—%e consumed
by tyé Pregnent womgn as a tonik and medicine . The process of making Hirar
Bachan (Pots of Hiramati) and sikar is a lomg one andlggﬁes several phases

for which income eargﬁ%&—_s not d@iﬁ%%ﬁﬁ§2%iﬁ§'. So their ecomomic condition

is not good as—=2L .Hi h 'wuwgare regarded Séaﬁgaéﬁd are generally used

¢ religious Scastont . Tt is a very rich tradit{gnal handicraft of Assam

which is now chaﬂéaged Qé‘modern aluminium and stainless steel utensils.
There is a leuvngﬁhow the Hira Community is born . It is said that a

Brahmin came to Kamakbyc £ rom Crissa ith his faml‘; but unfortunately tgéhm

r3Aile wore AR A  Rfhon fime R § e /—hmﬁw"-’-ﬂ’
the Brahmin died ja-their Stay oa the hirls ard

Bt U oty o

sons apd the mother Hira Devi- hag] no o*her alternatlve tg—iivezen . Cngﬁay
ghe went to the foothilds of the Nllachal hills where she aquired a peculiar
shining clay Ver;q?lex1ble but unb;&ken .She took it and moulded it into
various pots of differents sizes . She used %o burnfthemwith the help of
her sons . She took them to sell and she could easily sell them as the

L W r&%@ :
pats aze hard and not easily breakable uﬁ ceeking feod . They u U SUIYES
sgrv1veden th@ business . But igr«wbzﬁh the Brahxin&uf the area did not

tidecs WAL e AT

allow the twe sons to the sec%@g threa kf For this they became the
originator of a separate community known as Hira named after their mother
Hira Devi . Then they migratedvaa#%o}é?to Bahati of Goalpara district from

" ) Uk e, vy
which their progenies spread thrgughout the ytate . As they useé—%é;iaka*a



enpstos « This shows Leet ocuupa

made them an untouchable e¥ess and they are in-a-wey rem-—

a&aing:ns—untouchablqs. -
jt\.ﬂ./ff'-&—’ [ S

In the compact area of %gf survey we—have altegether 53 house-
holds living in two villages Kaihati and Kheluwa . Fiese 53 house-

holds are eikker Suvexneerixiamd landless . Their homesteads are
either Government land in V.G.R.. ame Some are on land kept under
6 column . Oecupaiiocnally %y tradition they are potbers:The woman
fo0lk wsed—to make them?S the menfolk wused—%e sell the pots ei-
ther in the weekly or biweekly markets or by—f.:rymagrhouse to ho-
use . As they have little land for cultivation -~ they are not gen-
erally engaged in cultivation . In our compact area efcourse,ihere
are 11 households ;e 20.75% of them 1n this occunation . In fishing

6
T profession of a Kuma37se-%he—soeia%—hﬁgfﬁfﬁtzﬁheaéed~b¥_ihe Brahmins

iny one household 1s engaged S i$ are engagﬂd iﬁéhgri-
cultural lsbour . IB~ﬁBiief?~a4SO—a_simllﬁz_Qgggﬁﬂi_lJE 30.19% are

Pt —
engaQEG;IRﬁﬁ£§9$~ﬂﬂh9%fé%g$§ 9 households or 16.98% are engaged v W

onal diversification. ks—mert—intensive—than
afier 5.2, Communities .

The Hira Community of the compact area specially of Kaihati
village is also rich in cultural persuits,Dhulia Namparty ,Api-oja
Jatra Bhoana and Putuli B§ya are very closely associated with the
community .

Literacy rate among them is not very high,lh 1971 , this rate
was &Ei? 27.40% in the State and in the compact area it has begen w?o?
only 41% .

It has been observed that in the compact area both Hira and

b

Kaivartta women play an active role in their economic life ., For
example the male members of the Hiras do not make pots , only wo-
menfokk make the pots with their own hands . The articiles so pro-
dused are sold by bothhman and wom&n either in the markets or in
the villages . Likewise the Kaivartta woman known as"Poharis™ sell

fishes ,cought by men,in markets or by vending .

’
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PART TWO
METHODOLOGY OF THE SURVEY
CHAFTER -II

SCOPE OF RESEARCH AND DESIGN OF THE STUDY .

1,Titke of theProject :-

" The socio-Etonomic change of the Scheduled Caste people of a
compact area of Nalbari District since independence ™ ,

2.STATENENT OF THE PROBLEN:-

The ;éggggis of Bhbeduled Castes and Scheduled Trihes éﬁg‘ég;ﬁ;d
by the founding fathers o¢f our condtitution to mean and include those
Castes and Tribes of-—the couniry who are socially weak , depressed "
sometime oppressed and who are therefoxe econemically and &lucationally
backward and culturally unexplored and therefore gdfes are in need of
constitutional dafegurds.a ——

The number of Castesincluded in the' Scheduled Cﬁtes list in Assam
is 16 & and in Malbari District we have only fourteen such @nlisted
Castes ., Total populaticn, aCCOrding to 1991 Census , of this fourteen
S.C. people i 89,194 or about 8.78 # of the total populaticn of the
District . Nost of thése people s at one time were regarded as socially
untouchables,; But untouuhabilityhin the §tate and therefore in Nabari
District was S3¥"d%e acute as it wsF found in the rest of the country .
But as*ynyﬁaﬂe s Ssome form of social untouchability is prevalentsin.
the—Castes heirarchy of the Uindy seefety in the district . Ffhough &
individual untguchabilily is becoming quite unknown , Ancther important
feature that we can ghsesve g1

y in between the Castes

there is social stratification according to social status -2ver “”““ﬁﬁug°“
' A But a—uea%~ﬁea_s£-changes-gﬁg?heen takéﬁ&fplece since independence

among the s.c. people a2s among the rest efike—sseicty . Eé¢cati?n has

spread . w&+h—g;a$ef—&ataneaty . eConOUiC diversification is ééggéiga e

n@re—weie-me , socizl suppsstl ions a2 almost gone, with them , age-old
sustoms and traditions hala;%eeﬁ weakened  cnens—kEse Ca¥es, botavep
iéﬁg?i_ cannot be sdid that economic development and cultural uplifise,
ept have touched the core of their society . I+ &= : - .

W~ rate of change ia—ssifeeEL%he differsat Cs =L, ' *fgdféwk
nitude nor even amonn the same Castes i dif ;

ages?, The educationally rich and economically well-to-do people have
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been able to exploit the different constitutional safeguadds and pro-
motional opportunities mcre than‘rest of t;é$§h533$3§ﬁa?re aedng ,
Social cutlook ~interaction uitthmlﬁr castespeople , habit of fueds
entions among the women folk have undergone & changes Fut—saet—with
equal intensity smongg all lhe Seheduled—Lastes . Tlliteracy , homoge-
neous occupational structure , social immobility particularly in betw-

anc

een different sociasl groups , maintethance of their individual identity
even in urbanised society , low level of skill formation and therefore
low level of productivity , non use of mormdern technicques of product-
ions , low level of standard of living’all indicate a social system
of mediaeval character .

Sp we see a social dichotomy amengst—tire Seheduled Castes paocls
of ite-distriet . Under the circumdtances we have to reason sut why
the uneven fedualistic characteristics are igziham . Why the constitu-
tional safeguards and promeotdcnal opportunities have touched only &~
frings of the Scheduled Castes ségég%¥2? Why inter-Castes disharmony
ameng—them still prevaiis?ﬁn-ihenLexeﬁ4t7mﬁﬂ~ée§;i¥a%%on 2+ All these
and many octhers guestions are toc be resolved znd therefore we need an
intensive investigation asmeag—the -Sekedule

wiih other CastetinduTFeople .

For this puppose we have to mske a survey of an intensive nature
to findout both socio-economic and cultural charateristics of the peo-
ple . With this in ¥wx view we aze—intending %o survéﬁf% compact area
of six vildages , namely A (i) Barhelasha ,(ii) Dahudi , (iii) Ghilajari,
(Sodmara) , (iv) Lokhapur (v) Kheluwa émd (vi) Kaihati in the Khetiri
Dharmgpur Mouza of Faschim Nalbari development Block and circle of ¥
Nalbari district . It covers an area of 19934 Bighas and its totdl po-
pulations , accoxding to 1991 Census is 10091 . Cf these people about

4011 are s.c. people . As far as our knowledge goes , there are three
S.C. groups of which Namasudta , Kaivartta, and Hira are most domin
The areaar4n-4%f++%ﬁn}e}me~4ﬁye%@f3£?' PL””*“MJhgdm471th'3353372%n=l
Institutions , market places , development offices and Public-Health
centresﬁf'“ui even then the people are seen to be si§$¥?“%o their pat-
ernal occupations . Hence we have xie selected the area where Changes
are significant with s%endstillsess &n—3ihe core of tha peonle .,
SHM}Z:V'\ Ow‘hw M"‘“G«‘-S"M-M
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J. AIMS&ND OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY :~ The aims and objectives of the
study ére the fellowing :-
1. To find out the changes in the lives of +the Feople in their
econcmic , educaticnal , social, cultural and religious fields;
1i.To find out as far as practicable the causes of the changes and

the factors of inhibitions for their standetillnesc gf—asamn:t..s.,

iii.To findout theis Cchanges of their iental » Social s Teligious
outlooks ; :

iv. To»make—eaé—indtgggg;%ion how fthe éonstitutional and legal pro-
visions are responsible is—any-way fOor Lhés cthange ;

Ve To analyse whether the promotional measures and their implemen-

tations are sdusake Edequate and #fficient enough XsEy to emulgte

the potentialgﬂgﬁ@zha ceople for change and development

vi. To show , if Ger—the differeﬂ%?éis iz between the different Y
Cemmunities feopte -

vii.To suggest measures for the uplifteemt of theie socio -economic
conditicns and

viii,Lastly hereb Wwe shall h
ssion to the Inst

e to preparef a thesis €or submi-

ocial change and DevelopmentNand for
use in my thesis for P te be submitted to the .U, in subse~-

quent period .

4e SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROBLEM:— Inspite of thes @entral and $tate Govtlls
~attempt to uplift the §.€ People of-the—tate and the Conirsy - o
and S.T. commissiopds. endeavour to raise the socie~economic status of
the S.C.people in the Country , ye¥ it is a fact that 5.C., people ars
still underdevelgped and“%%%ioveconomic status is below the mark » S0

we have h=d—to ascertain the reasons of their backwardness , OF course
the economic and socgial positions of the S.C. people ‘is net as bad as

in the rest of the country g Yet the causative factors of there back-
wardeess have to the detected ox¢ and here lies its importante of mak-
ing xmd an intensive investigation .

4.1 Theorétical importance of the study :-.EEE¥}indings that we haveo
had , oSTF be used in verifying the thesritical fremework of economies—
partcularly in the fidlds of class Conflici, manguckisn consumption
hypothesis and development strategies ;

Qontd o i
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4.2 Precticle importance of the study :- %;;’findings and Hee Con-
clusions mede there fres can be of much help to the social scientists,
econemic planners , and policy makers in prescribing measures for @meli-
orating the plights of the éeOfle X

besp—tested . The hyyothesés that have been tested and verified are the
following .

.1.The sccio economic changes of the S.C. people particularly in the
compact area since independence are very extemsive ~ but not unidiorm
among the different s.c. communities .

«2 Different S.C. pecple are not economically ,, educationally and soci-

ally equals ;

«3 Social negligence , educational backwardness) , stickiness to thei r
traditional occupations , absence of ownership of Droducfive resour-—
ces,uneconomic indebtedness and poor partieipption in the Secondary

and Tertlary saciigu sir are the primary causes of their present plight;

+4 Though sonstitutional and legal provisions are responsible to a gre-
at extent for the changes of the S5.C., people since independence,p
yet they are not found'adequate and the implementation of khkees these

provisions is characterised by indifferente and delay ;

.5 Promotional and Protective safeguards provided to them in educational

and training indtitutions and the fulfilment of job reservation quota
are only effectively implemented in rTecent times than din the Sast, and
so they have shortened tThe period of unemployment ;

.6 There is a vast change in attitude of the s.c. people in respect of
their marriag%éﬁin_case—ef age,inter-Caste marrdage ,parentzl impo-
sition OF chodcs of marrdages, divorce and dowries ;

.7. The fédling of inferiority complex in the minds of the s.c. neople
as a result of century old social relations is still prevalent and
i% is g%s%fgﬁitegQain treatments meted out to them by g%ﬁ%&*ﬁigher
Castes.

+8.The educational , ecconomic , liiterasy §& culturzl achivements made
some of theulzztzﬁgéég*g?eating 2 neq;iPcial fobility Fs—hsm and

3 -ms_u..\uqti
as a result ithey have besn al1enat&#§f@he1r owh Baste pecple .
.9. The problem of untouchability is seen @lmost absent is—betwsan—the

.» wWhat remeniscenses are

ikeRx there is only obssured amecng the old social guaxrds .
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6., Coverage:—
i, Universe of study :— The compact area of six villages ir Paschim
M Nzlbari circle namely , (a2) Barhelasha ,(b)

Dahudi ,(c) Ghilajari, (Solmara) amé- , (d)
Lokhapur ,(e) Kheluwa and Kaihati .,

il. Units of study :- The three communities of S5,.C. households res-
iding in theee six villages mentildéned above ,

iii.Location of study:- These villages are located in the Khetri Dhar-
mapur Mouza a2nd Paschim Nalbari Development
circle/Block of Nalbari District . Geographi-
cally it is at about 93.3" East of longitude
and 27.,38" Noxrth of latitude ., It is situated
at a distance of about 18-20 kms. from the
district head gquarter Towniof Nalbari .But—%he
ares—et sbtusy—3sabeut 30 kme. Frox the resi-
denee—of the=azckex.researcher .,

iv., It is to be a two pointﬁgurvey :— First continuous village survey
2nd peoint - sampling stratified systemdtic
house hold survey .

7. Approahh @& and Methodology of tle survey :-—

i. Intmoduction:- An amalysis of "the socio-econcmic changs of

Scheduled Caste people of a compact area of Nalbari district
since independence " has tqZﬁased more on primary information
than secondary ones derived from Governement publicationms ,
Papars,relévent bocks and journals , Government records ,news
papers , Reports of the verious fommittees and mmissions,
theses of Research scholars,the €ensus gg;orts and other pub-
licatiemns of specialised institutions of the State and of the
country etc, These relevant books and journals helped me vy
in understanding the problems of the Scheduled caste people
in general wj i

Primary 1nformation£ have been collected through perso-
nal survey of the compact area of six villages of Nalbari
District . Field investigation in the name and stiyle of "The
socio —-economic change of the S.C.people of a compact area
of Nalbari District has-Hach started on 15th October 1993,
and b Sho%er on 15th December,1992,It has'T8Z a two po-
ints survey . In the first point we covered the compact area
of six villages - selectea out of the S.C.Villages of the dist
rict for stratification and identification and in the second
point the households- selected ocut of the households of the

: Cont———==6




$1X selected villages, on the basis of landholding cstesesies and
soclial sub-sirata,

2. Selection of the Compact area:— As per the 1991 fensus Repo-
rt there are as many as 396 S.C.Villages of which 271 Villages are in
99 clusters and 125,5,C.Villages in scattiers way., For an individual
ITesearch worker extensive study on a larg

e scale 18 not possible,for
the constraints

cf time and m@&ans., Hence a sample survey of these 55
Chustering has to be made . So we selected o=t only one of them. This
is in Faschim Nalbazri circ;e and development Block in the Khetri Dhar-
mapur Mouza.In this altogether we have six S.C.Villages adsjacent to

each other . These villages are 1, Lokhapur ,2.Kheluwa » 3. Barhelasha
4. Ghilajari (Solmara) 5. Kaihati and 6. Dahudi

because I:eh::lzit:ib:o?paCt 4t of‘six villages has been identified
- : nised look having 58 educational institutions
one degree college one H.S.School ) » 74 cultural & other social
institutions 8 41 econdémic overheads including primary Health centre,
one office of the SRlmara Forest beat office , social forestry Sodmara
Nalbari , one ocffice of kmak the supeigiggj}endenﬁ?ﬁandloom and Textiles;
Handloom production centreﬁéolmara,one M.N.C. Khadi production sub-centre
ok Assam Khadi Gramodug Board , golmara, No. 23 paschim Khetri Dharmapur
Gaon Panchayat office , Solmara farming corporation , two Sub-post office§
one P.G. Bank , one irriéation the water supply ,3a9—17¥. one Tarjd ind-
ustry . G
The area is well-connected w;¥ﬂ motorable roads and public and
S.T. Bus services . The area is not inhabitell¥ by S.C. people alonégﬁﬁf°“£
othexsﬁincfiggng Caste Hindus and MNuslims . But S.C. people belongihg
to three-Sub-Castes i.e. Namasudra, Kaivartia and Hira are still sticking
to their original occupations having almost noc occupaticnal diversifica-
tions . The villages are seen nucleated hawving concentrafled setitlement
areas ‘with distintt agriculidural plots . So we have s+48Ts characteris-

tic feature of the S.C, People of thestste_. The other compact areas may

. i-’&m-{ = =TS
have some of the characteristics b b&%-ﬂéiiaiiii£2227. This very charac-

a
teristté will give us a conitrsting idea of macro development with micro-
backwardfiess of the locality primarily amongst the s.c. people<therein .

Soc we have been tampbéd to select the area ,

Contd. T
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The table No. 2.1.'shows#g the clustering of the S.C. villages
accoxding to thelr location and number of villages included there is
will give us a picture of the district .

Table Mo, 2.1:- Clustering of S.C. villages in clustexring

strata : circle-wise in Nalbarji district .

Cizrcle's Ne of clustering WNo. of villa- Clusterind ggggga S ,
name in each circle ges in the 3-5 | 6=8 More than 8
clusters e

1. Baska 12 50 " G 2 =
2. Tamulpur 13 76 8 3 2
3. Shograpar 3 16 1 2 -
4.Nalbari 6 28 4 2 .
5. Barama 3 16 1 2 g -
6. Tihu 5 28 2 1 1
7.Pas.Nalbari 6 25 5 @ 3
8Kamarkuchi 2 13 1 - 1
9,Barkhetri 2 19 3 - -

Total ' 55 271 38 33~ N 4

N.B. The figure rounded shown in Paschim Nalkari circle has

been the wvillage cluster selected for our sexveps as a
six village compact area ,

3, Survey prodedure: Approach ip:- .

First peoint survey:- The approache made %;r%he first point
survey Is sks=r=—as follows : we have-gene personallfﬁ%gklhe compact
area of sixe villages , collected four major items of informations
viz' ; the names of household’s heads ,sexiaddy+hen their sub-Caste ,
octcupations and,b landholding size)which were systematically shown #

against their names as in the village scheduled which is sppended

herewith . The village Scheduled:-

Name of villages:-—

S1.No. Name of the head of Sub-Caste Occupation  Landholding
each household

- w N

N
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The 2nd point survey :-— T1he approach made gg—the 2nd point survey
has—bgﬁh shown as follows ; The household data collected in the first
point survey is stratified according to their Sub-Cas$es viz; Namasudra
(N) , Kaivartta (Ka) and Hira (H) and to them hesisbn put the first
stratified numbers . Then each of the strata has been classified into
four different landholding categories viz; LL(Landless} those who have
less then 3 bighas or 1 acres of land ) , ML (Marginal landholdérs -
tHose having land between 3 to 7 bighas or 1 acres to 3 acres'of 1land),
SL(small landholders those having land between 7 to 15 bighas i.e.
3 acres to ® acres of land ) , and BL(Big lafidhgldexrs —those having
land above 15 bighas or 5 acres or mcreland ), Then each of the land-
Holding class is selected ewt and a stratified numbers is put fo them .
Mow we have four different stratified householdsof each Sub-Caste ,
then each cf the stratified class has Been classified further inte five
occupational groups viz; 1. fisherman (F) 8¢ Cultivater (Cl) , 3. Agri-
culturel labour (AL) , 4. Potter (P)s; &nd 5 .« Cthers (C)Tincluding
serviceholders , and busingss and proféesional .

From the data of the first point survey we kave identified
the different landholders tgrdifferent cccupational groups and so <he
deing we h%$g4;ut the figal stratified number to each of them . These
final sitratified househol@;éngzhén sampl%%ut according to the systenm-
atic stratified sampling metho@ . We have sampledeuvt 20% of the strati-
fied hougeholds i.e. one from each five-at a stretch . ‘Hence the
method practieally applied is)say for instance,we have the 1st cate-
gory i.e. kfk L1 (3.e) landless fisherman ) and from this we started
Lf5 , -Lf 10 § Lf15..9.. 50 on and them next from NMf , we started Wwith
Mf1,Mf6 gnd so en ;3 for the nest wategory Sf,we sampledui out none as
the total number of the househodd in thés category is only one . Next
tategory BEf,we have no household and no sample . And the same approch
has been made in other categecrges . Thus we have sau;ledkut the diffe-
rent households for different categories for the survey ,

In table No . 2.2 and 2.3 we have 'shown the numbers of house=-
hold selected out from the total number of the households recorded
and stratified . |

Contd, ©
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Thus wee see that of the 133 sampled hcocusehclds of the area there
o< UPEE #x4¥8 118 Namasudra households of which landless number§ 108
marginal landholders 5, small landRolders 2 & big Rendhclders are
three. Of the 108 landless Namasudra households , 92 or 82,18 %
are fishermen, 3 or 2.7% are cultivatozrs, 7 or 6.48% are agricul-
_tural labouffand 6 or 5.5% are others, So of the 11 landless Hira
family , cultivator ,agricultural labour and Pottfrs are three in
each category, while two aé%fgiwgggzggﬁggg . Total Kaibortta land-
less householderétgﬁly four, of which Two are fishermen and the other
Two agricultural labouT: In the compact area there are only 5 mar-
ginal landholders , all of whom axe belongiang to Namasudra Community.
@f these five families , two are fishermen tﬁo are cultivators and
last one is %ﬁgmgther occupas&gsi There are only two households of
Sub-Caste~ which belong to the cultivator category.0f the three big
landholders all are Namasudra and Two of them are cultivators an=d
one is service holder (othiii?x a£ie:_samalln,_aui_ihs—heueehe%és.
sq, we have gone to ihem te canvass, the questlonnalre—ﬁgneﬁlally pre—
pared for the 2nd point survei}.The questionnaire has:%een appended
in appendig No. 1. The canvé%ing has—Eeer carried out according to
the seriality of he sample. But scmetimes, we could not finqbut the
respondent of the samnled household-even after two or three t&%ggﬁé?
¥isid, Because the peoplewere mo much pre-occupiec with their deily
work that neither in the morning nor in the afiernoon ,they were
available.So @ither the Interviews were conducted whemeever the indi-
viduals were_ f2ﬁEléfﬁlheas,s_ar.;;__;e¢n or we bﬁf@ to select =%
the'nearestﬁ; {he sample households in the category concerned, Often
a person had to be visited more than once to comnlete an interview,
because , most of them were unable to spare encngh time in one sitii-
. Some of them were reluctant to provide details for certain gques-
ons wresec-by Apparently some of them felt that the stu“y was
purely acacdemic and it was neither going to helpn th
nor to harm them even indirectly .So most of the re

onded to one questions ,k

time , Apart from the schedule , some information was e€licited through
informal conversations and dicussions. Thus we have conducted the
s8rvey and completed the work in between the period of 15 ,Detember

1993, eineea%heﬂperéedfbﬁiﬁﬁen 28——September- 28 march/1994 i.e.

only six months has been taken as Lhe refeBente netun&ﬁ

f study.
Cont- = - 12 4
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PART THREE

FINDINGS OF THE SURVEYS

CHAPTERS :
i 5 ?N ANALYSIS OF THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC FEATURES OF

THE SANMPLE COMPACT AREA OF SIX VILLAGES IN THE
NALBARI DISTRICT,
IV. ECONCMIC CONDITICNS OF THE SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS,
V. SOCIAL NMILIEU OF THE S5.C. HOUSEHOLDS,
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CHAPTER - TIII
AN ANALYSIS OF THE SOCIO-ECCONCMIC FEATURE OF THE SANPLE COMFACT AREA
OF THE SIX VILLAGES IN THE NALBARI DISTRICT .

«1. INTRODUCTIONs

In this chapter we qre to discuss the v%}inns Bocial and Eeonomic
features of the compgct area of six villages and of the S.C. people
residing in these villages . Here the main sections will deal with
the Geographical profife of the compact area including of the vill-
ages, then demographic profiteof the S.C. people of the area ,Commun—
ity and villabes wise and then with Socio Economic overheads that

we find in the locality fer ths people .
«2, Geographical Profi]g-l_" Location:—

The sample compact area of six villages viz: 1) Lokhopur ,II)

Kheluwa ,iii) Barhelasha ,iv) Ghilajhari, v)Kaihati and vi)Dahudi
which is~uaéefheafhfie%é+saf¥9§?€% located in the Khetri Dharmapur
Mouza and Paschim Nalbari Development circle /Block of Nalbari Dis-
trict . Geographically it is at about 91-3' East of longitulle and
27.38' North of latitude . It is situated a$ a distance of about
18-20 kms from the district head Quarter Town of Malbari . Panchayat
wise it is in the three gaon Panchayats namely i) 23 Paschim Khetri
Dharmapur Gaon Panchayat , which contains four villages ; Kheluwa ,
Barhelasa , Ghilajhariand Kaihati ,ii)21 Uttar Khetri Dharmapur G.P.
under which Kheluwa villageg falls and iii) 22 Dakhin Khetri Dharma-
put G,P. in which the village Dahudi falls .

2. Area, location code and chupa:

The compact area has a land area of 19,9 34 B .1k. 10.1 which
comprises only 1.18% of the total geographical area of the district.
The location codes of the sig villages of the compact area according
to the 1971 census report are given with the areas and chupas of the
villages in the table No.3.1 belaw-
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Table No.3.1.

:Lokhopur'Kheluwa'Barhelasha' Ghilajarir'KalhatitDahudi Compact

1 y g ) area

*. GeogratB 5316 ,3172 t 3854 , 2440 l1760 3329 |1993A
phical , ) _

area , k- 4y 1 - ' 4 1 L 1 o ' !

I- 12 8 RN ) 7 4 - 10

1 1 T ! ]
1 1

4 T 1 |
2.Location2/8/158 ,2/8/180'2/8/161  2/8/162 2/8/214 g/a/21?
code ;

L]
1 1 1 ' '
3.Name of,1.Lokho ) 1.Patkafa Barbeela 'Bhathimur Barkaiha' Papara
Chupas T , (s.C) 1 (S.C¥n aitl . 1 (3.6

'Z.Uakhoa'2. Napara Dalepara'Majkuchi Saru KaivBhathi-
r  HEPE) - (S.C)? ' fS.C} hati mur.

orabori Mandalp parall janmur v 1Barsplla

1 1 - (5 C'\ - .
fo T obart—
-ha ! Kheluwa sha Chupa T ' '
; l (S'C) ! 1 A ; 1
%.Chatri-, ' , Kalita . - '
¢ Pavd. ! chupa '
]
T 2 o= ! 1
' ‘ ' t chupa .

1 T

The villages have altogether 25 chupas which have some disting-

WWM
The villages ha% at one time infested by regular floodsof the

Brahmaputra and were surrounded by a large pumber of beels . In the

uishing features of their own .

1897 earth quake , the area bad suffered very seriously and at that
time large number of people migrated to other better places . But
due to the embankment of the river Brahmaputra , the annual suffer-

cence from flood hﬂﬁ-%ﬁgﬁf:el%eved—eﬁ-and fdow flood in the area is # vwow

only & rar& cccasien . The beels which were at one time the occupa-
itional resort of the S.C. People of the area ,are now almost é&ing
out . Now there are Two refiistered beels in this area viz: Barbeela
beel and Moneri beel . Near this compact area Sukekuchi Minmzhal is
also under the ownership of the Governeent ,
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As the area had bkeen infested by annual floods p» so the area is
new)alluvial an¢ fertile , sandy area is also not uncecmmon . But wat-
ering of the areqﬁs only dependent on rainfall and irrigation is hot "

as-yet S : theughaan~i£figa%icn—p:ojec%—hadﬁ—been—&ﬂstalled .

3. LAND Qﬁﬁunz SYSTEM IN THE AREA :

In the table No. 3.2 we pave presented-the nature of the land
Tahura of the six villages eompact area ,

Table No. 3.2 : Natuee of the land T&nure of six villages compact
area .,

Pattern of' Dahudi'Ghilajari' Kaihati'Barhelasa Kheluua:Lokhapur:Compact

land hold-r . 1 . ,area .
ings A ; y :
=5 1 = . -
Total land: B-3389,2440 11760 3854 8172 5316 19934
area in |, K- 4 4 X 1 - = 1 ' 4 L
- 1
Bigha L2y IR W i fdd gt g R g
~ : — ! 1
T T
Settlementr B-2999,1732 11624 3257 2769 4225 éceog
' F31%
area U= okl Lol L B 4 £ 3 ¢ 4
 §
T b Bt i b 18 0.3 8 . v 14
— : i ' P SO
Khasland ' B- 39Q 708 135 . 59 1402 1091 3324
' . . ! 16.67%
K= 3! —_ 1 ' 3 2 - 1 1 1
1
S Y e ' 9 P16 - : 4 116
L 1 1 . g
Khirajland' B- 2645 1458 . 594 . 2260 2661 3664 13284
1 of
of pereodit , 11 ’ ' 4 - 4 t . 6;64m_
patta . : el - Sy | ;
PR Y B 6¥Z ¢ - 16 . 118
e— b T L]
Khirajland, B-114 97 - ' 410 {178
1 of
of annual | / 3 ! 3.9%
1
patta . K- 1 2 | i . = = ey v 4
L— 10 ' 14 L r 19 5 T 115
: ' L]
Nisf.Khiraj B- 215 151 1085 ' 548 = s Lid008
: i ' . 1 10.03%
po K e : P = - 4
- 1 5 £ 'o- 61
; L—- 9 T 16 1 162 ' X : §

Alloweément' xgra
oNOReRE B Niop 102 10 50 16

land or Toyzi K- - = - - -

= = - — = = =

w

360 1.82%
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In the above Table we gee that no area is under permﬁhent settle~
ment . The area is under the Riotary system of land Tgﬁurﬁlandﬂﬁere
there are settlement area and khas lmad . Settlement area comrises
83.31% of the total area , while khas land constitutes about 16.67% J)—
of the settlement area There ate Two types of Patta land-periodic and
annual . Periodic Patta land has been of different typegﬁthiraj ’
Lakhiraj and Nisfeskhiraj land . In the compact area Khiraj periodic
Patta land comprises amkyx%@x@8% 66.64% of the total ,Nisf-Khiraj [
land .xXmxxhE compzi$eseea only 10.03% and the khiraj land of annual
patta comrises only 5.9% of the area . No Lakhiraj land is there in
the compact area .

We know that Debottar Bhumi hae—ecn donated to the Temples and
Rew are:f;pt in Lakhiraj periodic Patta for, which no rent is to be
paid:Brahmottar and Dharmettar bhumi were égﬂéﬁiiéa to the learwed
and reputed Hrahmins and religious communities by the Ahom kings which
are now being kept in Nisf-khiraj land where only half the normal rent
is to be paid . The owners of the periodic Patta of Khirzj and Nisf-
khiraj land are landholders and have the right of transfefibility of
the lahd , while ww owners of yearly Paita of Khiraj land are known
as settlement holders and have no authority to transfer or sell land,
though they do it without much Government interferenee The khas land
which is surveyed and recorcded by the Government may be distributed
te the people, on application with féggﬁrggv%ouzi land)fcr which no
regular rent is charged . Such Touji land congtitutes zhout 1.82%
of the total village area .

4, Utilisation of the land Area:

Cf the total land area of 19934.3 bighas , 12311.16 bighas of
the land had been cultivated as net area $§own in the geez of 1992-93.
Of the total area,53.82% are cultivateli for different types of winter

crops and 31,45% are used fo; summer crops.-In the compact area ,85%
of the land ueed are i ' a ~=F botﬁtgbaclons « Bt
1&~%he—¥illﬂgE5,_Ih£L4;A;r—?9&ﬁ%ﬁ—téHEk4E}~G&i%ivﬁ%$¥4mnl¥=3=£mﬂii_gm of
the *teotat-5:C—households-. The different v@rieties of grops cultivated
either during the winter seasanf are Boro Paddy wheat, verious types

of dal, spices , must%rd seeds, vegetables, tobacco etc. during the
summer odre—a=e Ahucdhan, sweet potato, vegetables etc. Horticul&ursl
crops inclede égfzgﬁgﬁJ;coconut,betel leaves,bananas, mango etc, Eae
Table No. 3.3 shows the utilisation of the land under cultivation for

both seascns winter and summer in the compact area during 1992-93 .
*



cropped area of both winter and summer season under cultivation ,

Table No,

3.

3

1992-93

e

=

! 1

] 1] 1 e i §
Sl, Ttems of "Dahudi “Q:Hpmumﬂw Kaihati  Barhelasa Kheluwa Lokhopur Compact area
=1 i A 1 1 ——
W, T . 1
No. mmﬂpncH&CHmAWHmm 'pPsC. ,area p.c. ,area 'p,c, area 'p;c , area, p.c , area ' p.c, aeea ' p.cC
! ¥

"8.40 ' 656

1

1.Winter Paddy, B-1901123.27 687 8.03 1389 ' 17.00' 1474 , 16.04 = 2060 w@.mwumﬂoo ' 40,98
i,e. Sali,  K-2 rg g Ry - Gl 3! il ' 2 R
5 1
ono.QmBWP 1 L= w ; : 31t Al ' gk 1 4, g AOLL . 8 .
T : | Zoh >
2.Total cropped B-2390! 22,27: 1009 9,40 982 9,15 ‘“mba. 17.16 1813 16,00 ' 2693 25,98 10730 153,82
]
area of ipﬁ&mmnl 4! 1 ; 1R L) . - q i ’ 4 ! 4
1 1 1
seasion ‘g, 11 B S e, s e “ 6 , 8 4 SR TR
g . = T =Y 5
4.Sunmer paddy 'B-| 419 11,08 418 '11,06 '511 13,521 512 413,54 646 17,09 1271 '33.62 3780 18.96
" 1 |
Ahudhan | k-l 3 ' o A VERY ot Rl g, @ &g
H 1
SERLTE TR T PUY Y oY a i he % S ¥ madg!
4.Total cropped B~ 657 '10.4p 689 A 10.99 708 11.29 '1210 '19.30' 1208, 19,26 « 1795 28.63 $270 31.45
3 [l 4 -
area of summerKe 1 . 2 . oy ; 3! : 4y ' 5 R
Season s Bvms &l g0 e I, . 2 ik 4 5 o
il - | — T T
+Total cropped B-3048 17.931 1688 1 9.99 (1690 Y.94 3051 17,95 3022'17.77 ' 4489 26.40 17001 185,
1 %
area for Uo#:.xi 1 . 1 3 : q? s 4 _t ! 4 1 <
| T
seasons L= 9 i 1 j et : 9! . 3 : 8! : - % ' =
S— 1 J= = |
B.Net area sown B-2337 18.98'1016 ;8,25 1164 "0.45 23T TU.0 5155 717,72 "3269 126,47 12311 '61.%
L 1 ¥ 1 = it | L. 1 . 1
B = 1 Ty 1 1 g 1 1 _ s L g
L= " 4 ' 13 11 3 R - 16
i 1 —— R i | 1 Y 1 L. L D —2f -+

! Source: The three gaom Panchayat offices of the compact area .



6

5. Landholding size of S.C. households:

Tae “Table v, 3.4 shows the No. and p.c. of S.C.household acco-
rding to landholding size.@f the tolal 665 S.C. households,92.03%
households are landless ,3,91% are marginal 1.65% small and 2.41%
households are big .

Table No. 3.4:
Villagewise S.C. households according to landholding
size : compact area .

. &3

Landhelding'Dahudi Ghllagar1|Kheluwa'Barhelasa Kaihati'Lokhopur'Compa-

cetegories ! - 2 ~ ,ct area

Totadl B.€ T pat 4T p.c. B psC T P T peC . T  pet
1 |

1 1
LL 124(81.58) 220 (93.22)54 (87.10) 151(99.34) 60 (100) 3 (00) 612 (92.0
1 = 1
1 ! 1 1
ML 10 (6.58) 9 (3.81) 6 (9.68) 1 (0.66)"-~ e 26 (3.91
¥ 1 ; : d :

5L S (6.29) 5 .1 Mg .61}/ - e T 11 (1.65)
1
) i
BL 13(6.590 2(0.89 1 (1.61) - = P 16 (2.49)
T ; 1
= |l 1 = |
Total  152¢100) 236 (100) 62 (oo} 152 (100) ,60 o0 '3 (100) 665 (100)
1
1 1 1

L - -

First point field survey

+3, Demographic Profilg-

In the compact area of six villages, there are at present 10,091
according to the 1991 census . <t fhe area has seen a con -
tinuous rise in population sincelndependence . In 1961 , the area had
a population of 5154 and in 1971 it rose to 6962 . It shows that popu-
lation has increased by 95.79% during thés thirty years . This rate of
growth of population was 35.08% during the first decade, while in the
2nd two decades this is seen to be 44.94% . This shows that during the
sixtkes, the annual rate of growth was as high as 3.51 % whlle in the
seventies and eightdes this rate Men‘t‘l'ég—be about 2.25%. Rromobser-
s n that there y&,no international immigration to
the compact area in any period of time . But because of 1nternlg£333qn
within the district and because of high birth rate,eﬁ-whwch
f early marriage, the growth rate of population has been gkwjrgh
during the sixties , of—eourse , thisg type of intra-migration_has been
[Neertues



slowed down dater en,because cf—the maturity stage arrived at in rel-
atdonte—lond poseession . v foeot Lol

/ The density of population during this period has also undergone
a drastic change . In 1961 ,density of population hes b&siZlong 193
which increased to 261 in 1971 and then to 378 in 1991 per 50,uare kmi—
The.area is completely a rural eme with an epicentre at Ghilajari whi-
ch has keén taking place an urbanised look with a éé&I%fand biweekly
market, am—<f |d.s.school,one P.H.E and certain other offices. Eut the
p0nu;ai&eﬁ—pe£mﬂpenil¥_seixie—$he¥e—%&~seen~below a2 theousand .,

The villag#w1se population of the area has been presented in the

Table No . 3.5. From that we can how the compazative positions of
the s ix villages have undergone & change . The following Tzble 3.5.A
w“iTl shows the comparative growth rates during 1961-91 ,1971-91 ,1961-71
respectively .

Table 3.5.A. Growth rate of population in the six villages g#g
the compact areg since 1961 cemnsus-wise . =

! i | 1 | 1
Decades, Lokhopur'Kheluwa Barhelzsa Ghilajari'Kaihati Dahudi Comnact

: | i ; lares.,
1961-91,143.31  281.08 ,55.75 283,36 57.04'=12,41 ,95.79
1 1 1
1 - 1
19Z1491, 51.50 1127.43 '26.76 1204.96 ' 32.54,.34.94 44.94
B 1 1
= : 1 1 T
961-91, 60.59 , 6782 122,87 25,70 , 18.48 +34,62 135,08

. 1
— 1 L L 1 I
]

Sourees: Census of India ,Assam,District census
Handbooks = 1961,1971, 1991,

From the two Tables Nos 3.5 and 3.5.A, we see that in 1961-Bar-
helasha haéig;gn the bié%st villagef with highest population,next 6&@9
Dahudi and the smallest was Kheluwa . In 1971 their comparative positi
tion slightly changed , but in 1991, there is a drastic change in their
comparative positions-Chilajari becamed first from fourth,Barhelasha .
came to the 2nd position from first ,Kheluwahéame third from lasghgha
Dahudlf&ame last from 2nd position .

And for this change in comparative positioms the rates of growth
of population have also been §hén very different from one iﬁp+her .

The highest rate of growth during 1961-91 ratSBdan founéhalghest in
Ghilajari ,then cfmes neck-teo neck kheluwa with 283.36% anc 281.08%
respectively . During thds:'three decades, the villagegDahudi kAs recor-
ded a negative growth rate of 12,41%. Barhelasha and Kaihati bhaye rec-
orded almost normal and natural growth rates. During the last two deca
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decodes 1971 and a991 , t~e highest rateipf growth hauéfg;;n recordded
in vildgge Ghilajari with 204.96% and in Kheluwa with 127.43%,Lokhapur
also has showsP seme-ameunt of unnatural grewth rate . But what is more
B is the negativfr}ate of 34.94% f 2corded in village Dahudi .Du-
ring the first decade of our Géﬁ%@%h; rates of growth were more than
natural in villages Kheluwa ,Lokhapur and Dahudi , while in the three
other villages thee rates were almost natural. During th®s;decade,the
aX@rg only growth centre Ghilajari héﬁ“ﬁot show# any sign of urbansat-
ion , In the Table No. 3.5.B we are presf hting the growth rate of S.C.
population in the six different villages of the compact area as we have
shown in our earlier Table No. 3,.8A.

Jable No. 3.5.B
Growth rates of s.c. population in the six villages of the compact area
since 1961-censuswise .

] 1 T e 1 1
Decades Lokhapur Kheluwa Barhelasha Ghilajari Kaihati Dahudi :Compact
1 1 1 1 1 L]

area
i ] [ ]
1961=T71 <66.67  87.34  £7.35 '3.69 128.79 16.06 ,18.86
T 1 1 L § ]
1
| ]
1971-911+1700.00 '255.41 '80.16 136,44 1349.41 '44.46 79.78
| 1 1 (] 3 1 | 3 :
1961-91, 500.00 ,565.82 ,129.44 41,47 1478.79 '35.55 '113.69
* A :
1 1 = | 1

!

Souree: As of Table No. 3.5.A
The, table shows that §.€ population in the compact area has—been incr-
ecased at a normalF rate of 18,86% during the first decadesy but there-
after an abnormal rate of growth hasmégzﬁ recorded in—+the next twe de-
gades, resultinqré rise of 79.78% during 1971-91 and 113,69% during
1961-91. Durimg the firsit decade Lokhapur hasbeen IQCoried a negative

—

loav=
rate of growth i,e. —-66.67% , nut thereafter increased at a very ab-

normal rate of 1700% . This isﬁseeﬁfﬁfima;iiy because the base was at
a _very lew k%y’g,e. on one man alone.Khelowa and Kaihati

during Sho whole SUiteUke nbnormal tibe: ob Sb iaaite Wills Chilas
jari shd Barhelasa recorded only very nominal rates of growth .Dahudi
during the periocd of 1961-91 has ®eeerced a negative growth rate of
35.55% and in the two decades 1971-91 also , the negative growth rate

continuad&

P ge )
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Table No, 3.5: Villagewise general and S.c population as per 1961,1971
Census repoxrt .
1

Demography Lokhapur Keeluwa Bar- bhilajari Kaihati'Dahudi All ' P.C
1

1 Helasa ¢ : 1 :
L 2 1 Y T
E-2. : 3

Yrs. Popul 538 | 404 1478 673 (796 1265 5154 :

1961 ation | '
1.Tebaé ' ' : a ' ' ;
population :

(general) i : i ' ' '
Male 1 282 51929« v 75T, 1.347 1402 ., 683 2700 .,
Female % 256 .al 178 4h 721 - 326 't 304 . 582 2454
_2.Total s.B " 5 v 49 v 499 tgmy "498 ' 467 1877 3662
“population, Y : , ¢ : 0!
1 1
Male - 4 3 49 245 339 103 254 993
] 4
Female it B0 DE4 S . 95 213 ,884
] & 1

1971, ' ' ' ' ' : ' ,

1.Total popu-£64 678 1816 846 1055 1703 6962
lation (genl) 4 ' ' '

481 1 480 1 920 1434 1545 , 922 8722
Male - .
1 1
Female - 383 ' 258 ''896 412 510 v 781 3240 ?
+ R = e e 1 - = .

9, Total s.ca 1 148 610 9675 L 255 542 2231 32.05
population i
Male - - At 08 0ol e 139 ' 2985 1154 '

L
Female- 1 Gl T W] 116 ' 257 1077 °
+ 1 1 y T
1991, : ' \ . : '
]

1, Total ooﬂ?—1309 ' 1642 2302 2580 1250 1108 10091
latiom(Gnk ' ) ' : '
Male - ! 1 : i ; . ' :
Female- ' 1 ‘ 4 : ' . -

2.Totad s.c.! 18 1 526 1099 '921 1146 ' 301 4011 39,75
population ' -

b : 1 t ' 1
Male - , 11 _ 257 1 546 1474 1593 . 156 2037
Female — 7 269 1 553 1447 1553 . 145 1974

1

Source: District census Handbook of #ssam, 1961,9971,Rural

Primary census abstruct —1991 g . e
<. G Why;ihe_magaiiude—e£—S9heéu&e&—@&s%es—paﬁulailonfhﬂs~sn changed

S e e ‘ 5 hereof, . hay be ig{gelscale mlgratlon
fr o ey . T-’-—""J ‘Ej
;y;«taﬁgﬁgarlace e X : 6—65 Che =

Barhelasha , Ghilajari,’'an -
age-Xaihati Kaibarttapeople are-seen; whereas Hira people can be seen
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inf?wo villages gkfkheluwa and Kaihati, But—wdith octher s.c.peppiena-
! ith N tra—in Kheluwa—and withKaibartta in Kaihati.
In these villages other people namely Goswami,Brahmin,Kalita,
Keot ,Saloi,Koch,Baishya of Hindu faith and a fiew NMuslim households

{in Ghilajaxj)are seen. But their growth rate during the period 1971-91
is collectively much more during 1964-71&*35.36%)ane—dtring~4961.ajd

MW% .

Sex ratko : As regards ﬂgiée-x' ratio of s.c. people)the area
does show some improvements among the s.c. people . In 1961 it was
890.23 per 1000 male whidk in 1991 it has bechme 969 per 1000 male.
It may be said that the social inhabition oR female child among the
810 peopis at Fesl THAT RN TUREIT are Mine boonthesn—tassened
Cf eceurse’, “fthe seg-ratios in different villageiare seen different.

In villages Kheluwa and Barhelasha female retio Fer 1000 male is much
higher above 1000, while in the resfq¥our villages it is less than
1000, the 1owestigﬁig36.36 ts found in Lokhapur .

Occupational Pattern:~ Occupational Pattern in the area is not
very civersified
According to the census of 1971 ws have the-rerceniageof—sepulation
& 8% i « Qf-the to13d male popuiatiom wor=

wwkers’Participation rate was 49.66%but among the female 1» wasdslew as

4

He ST ﬁmonu the male population manlmquoncentratlon yﬁ_ln agricul-

ture, while among the female it 1nr@anufacturing of fishing nets.
Table No. 3.6 shows this explicitt?’.

¢

Table No.3.6 occupational patt ternas per 1971 census :

Occupational pattar working -—-population of the compact area by sex

Male PaCe Female PeCo
a) Total population 3722 - 3240 -
b) Total worker 1828 49,06 51 1.57
¢} cultivatoer 1131 30,39 3 0.09
ii.Agriculturi%bour 211 BebT 3 0,09
iii,Fishing 246 6.61 2 0,06
ivgManufacturing 14 0.37 20 0.62

processing in
household industiry
b)Manufacturing & 7 0.19 - =
prosessing in indr-
ustries other than

i 221 5:94 3 A

ofhere

Source ! -'.I->ts{'ﬁl_c‘f ae'l;agus TR 1951
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Here it may be cited—with—the figuresef-occupational diwverdsfi-
cation-based en our 1st point survey . From table No., 3.7. we see that
more than 72% of the 665 s.c. households surveyed , are fisherman , only
8.87% are cultivatars,9.77% areagricultural labour ,2.4% are potters,
6.77% qiéﬁu'er occupationysts. 5a~whH%"1s—aemﬂrﬁxrimrfhf~aé%—hehsehoias
a tal . s.5% B~ UT*)ﬁfa*v*“Jm
bbb o So. popbpen g0 9%¢V““* b2nThuna AL SiaplE
Occupational pgftemswof the households of s.c..based on landholding ,
Cespact ated . g

1 T
occupatlonal‘Flsh%man Cultlvator'Agrlcultural potte¢ others Total
classification ,1abour :

T
| 1 = | I
Lancholding ,

classificat-, ' <
ion. 1 T

1
LL 469 ' 64 16 ' 34 '612
1(76.63) (5 73) , (10.45) £.61) '(5.55) 'Goo)
ML ' 10 ' ¢ 1 oL ' 7 '26
, (38.46) ,(30.76) ‘(3.84) : :(26.92) {300)
SL o 9 i 11
(9.09) *(s1.81) ' (9.09) (100)
T 1 3
BL i 1 t 3 16
' (s , ' (18.75) 100Q)
1 1
Total , 480 59 65 "Is . 45 L 665
1 1
pace < 41 \(72.18) LS 87) ©.77 .40 ,.77) ,[0)
1 1

(_NO*E: 'F:!une_g \,a.-l‘l-nnm The bicacket awe ?&rr.eeh'l'd.aesi o he T'a-ia\\ >
Litaracy:-

We Wave presented the 'awmle No.3.8. for“showing the 1 racy leval

of the peop of the compact ajég“ingi:fing S.C. peonle litjjjg?“iggels

according to census of 1961 ,1971 ;¥ - follv Lptablt #lava L&
Table No.3.8: "0 )

Villaggwise literacy level of the people including §.€.people of the
Compactl area .

L] i | LI 1
Literacy LokhapuriKheluwa Barhelasa Ghilajari,Keihati 'DahudisAll ,Liter-

level ' : ' ' acy rate
; 1
Literative y . y . N
1961. ; ; ' ,29.38
Male' 166 128 . 363 1 113 1 163 1 259 4192 44,15
Female' 27 Sede , 126 15 Y 79 1 49 3329 43,92
Literate ' : : : : . 130.49
in 1971 2 ' ' , ! , :
Male 1257 . 187 439 1 85 i 25 , 329 1547 ,41.56

Female 85 31 1204 16 121 119 576 17.78
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IS0 - swe éggqérom
the adgmd edjeeent table No, 3.8 that the literacy rate during the dec-
ade—196+=74-has been increased from 29.38% in 1961 to 30.49% in 1971.
But among the made population itT;qfiniexesiiag—%ﬁ—ﬁﬂ%e—$hai literacy
rate has—been seen decreased erﬂ—uaueua.l,from 44.,15% in 1961 to
41,56% in 1971,0fﬂggﬁ$§g(ﬁuring the decade the female literacy rate
has been seen increasddy at a higher rate from 13.12% in 1961 to 17.78%
in 1971, Ho & By vt

Now i@ Table No.3.9 will-showsthe litsracy level of the £.c. F&sot™
$re of the compact area according to the finding of the first point
survey.

Table No. 3.9:
Literacy level of the s.c. people of the compact area, 1993

Literacy level % Total Percentage
Tlliterates 79 59.40
L]
Primary education 26 49,55
Secondary Edn. 24 §.05
Higher Sducation 4 3.00
133 100.00

:‘3‘ -~ I lef— ll.h.ﬁ
With the finding_cithégziﬁéiew=£ﬁican compare with éhese lite-

racy percentages of 1971 census znd 1961 census. Cf course these rates
were related to the people as & whole . In 1961 literacy rate was 31.29%
and in 1971it was 30.49% . Sc there was a fall in the rate ini1971
over—that—ef the 196+ O@f couree during the decade female literacy rate
increased from 13,12% in.1961 to 17.78% in157+. According 1961 census
report ,illiterate#in Nalbari pelice station-in compact area peinga
part of the poiice statiom—,constituted 68.71% of the total populat-

ion which in 1993 kn—the Compact azeaconstitdbes®ibtot 59.40% a fall
of about 9% ponulation.ff the educated ones with_Primary Education

constituted about 19.50% against the present rate of 19.55%-a rise of
only .09%+§econdary education level people constituted 10,96% against
the present level in the compact area 18.05% . Educatéd people above
secondary level of education constitutedpbout 0.82% of the total aga-

inst 3.00%of the present which indicate%mﬁzﬁéihpIOVQment.
4,50cial and Ecanomic overheads:-

The life of a2 man or people primary§ly depends on the amenities
and opportunities enjoyed by E&fﬁn the day-to-day life, More the soci-

al and ecomomica¥ overheads pEe awvatlebltefor—the enjoyment 1o the g
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2eep¥e ,higher is said to be the stand@}d of léving of the pepple ,
better is the opportunitfesfor earning . The social and economic over-
heads may be classified into transport and communication facilities,
irrigation facilities ,availabilify of power like electricity,LPG,
fuel etc, marketing opportunities health and sanitation measures,medi-
cal facilities for men and animal ,educatiocnar and trainingrqcilities
cultuaal,religious and literacy institutions etc.

In_ihaJungﬁuﬁ%1nmmrhf;3i*huiLLmyMLiﬁ;gufﬁ;%%E%?hLw@,are now
going fto discuss the#in detail .

Transport and Communitgtion system: For a better Transport and

communication system there should be better read ways,rajlways and
waterways including air ways . In the compact area ,no railways and air
ways are available ,There is no water waysglsc of any reguler-nature.
80 read ways is the onl#&eans ab—wb&ch—;eac-tranSporfg”$;aés~nly. In
the compact area khere are about 3J4 km. of pacca roadEfEe maiia Toad
which connects Nalbari and Barpeta passefg through the compact area .
There are Fxecm other P.W.D. ﬁ%tﬁled roads from Ghilajari (Solmara) to
Barhelasha, xXallaxx kendubari ,Lachima, Tihu & Pakhura and Belsor-of g _
wb&égﬁggé road length ®e—be about 24 kms. of which again a third may
be within the compact area,inmettled P.W.D.road is about 3% km in len-
agth .

Of—evurse—'fﬁere are some village roads, some of which are all

)
weather,while some others are seasonal and very narrow which are call-

ed'Gopta' . Most of these roady are now bd&%%—aétizﬁﬁ&lt by the village
Panchayats under the IRDP schemes or Jawahar Ro jgar Jajana under the
heading of scheduled caste component plan. 990-91 ch‘er the Ann-—
ual Action plan of these shhemeg)total road length constructed is about
1,25 km. with a culvert . Besides 4 villages roads badﬂgéﬁﬁ construct-
edak at a cost of Rs. 14835, OQ « During %he—saﬁﬂer season_as the surro-
undings—of the compact area a¥é mostly bounded by beels,'so the people
use—+te move from one village to the other by boats.
The compact area being connected by good pacca road ane—mettied

with Nalbari and Barpeta,Transportation is BT Saproved. State
transport buses and public buses numbering about 38 ply through the
pPalla road which is said to befiife line of the area . Besices
4 public buses are plying- through the other linked roads. There are
three bus stoppages one at Ghilajari(Solmara) another at Dahudi and
other at Helasha .

=



areq*tlke rikshaw, blcyclefg:ﬁgoter an&‘motor c;cle;,bullock carts
and thelaL_BJi bycyczzﬁig the most common/ m53Eigi—iﬂgaega:iaiienhamung
the §.c. people. The Government has given a bicycle and alluminium
bucket to most of the adults fishermeng «fer—the—trade s business.
The conmunication system is not so developed as the transport-
atien is . Bétgﬁég the two sub-post-officesno other modern communi-
cation facilits like Telegraph, Tephone , S.,T.D. & I.5,D.Fax and
Telex are there.oééeﬁffsefigdio and Telivision sets are used by the
people in the localiiy - some of which,aggggﬁikﬁ the s.c. people.&ll-
: : . : e o

i 3 : - ’ .

o8 Electr1f1cat10n°— Undexr the rural electrificaticn programme,
the compaci area 5@13&50 electrified . So the hOuseholc% who can aff-
orapare enjoying the bQHEfitiu;_CLr first point survey reveals that
234 househodds as awhele a¥e geﬁiag}électrifiCation ,0f which 59 are
€.€. households. The following table w;ﬁkl show the position clearly.

Table No.3.10:

Position of Electrification in the compact ares.

Items 4: S.C.households:General housekolds :Total households
' ’ electrified lﬁ}ectrified :electrified

No.of households 59 175 234

Percentage users 8,87 12 14 11,60

to the total

Percentage of 91.13 87.86 88.40

Non-users

The table speaks that the percentage of etectrified S.€. house-
hodds im much less than that the general households i.e. B.87% against
12.14% of i1he general . The percentage of the total electrified house-
halds to the total of the households is calculated to be 11,60%, This
percentage is seen to be higher than B.67% é%'hhe state and much less
than half of the country (ie 27%). Assam alonﬁ with Bihar,U.P. and
west Bengal stands, in the list at par with just a single digit p.c.
in this category. Electrification in the modern period is the most
essential agent for higher productivity and better living . And the

poor show implies a poor performamce in this regard .
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They play g vary vital rode in maintaining a healthy and eco-balancing
system in the locality . But we e&h that the area is not very
well placed in this regard .

» . . . :{;\9-4 baae

a) As regards A€ the public drlngiﬂgﬁyater almost nothing«is

done by the publlc health department‘fﬂells Tuhe-wells and protected
ponds are y . Most of the people

i) faetiZes BSE e o nks

b .6, people do have notsuch individual drinking water.

They wse toédrink water from ponds and tanks of unproticted na%a¥5”§”¥r:
from their own 'Khal'and from the nearby beels and rivulets for which
the people heve—%o suffer from bowels trouble often .Tsbewell-of com-

Fea—d&e—ar-auallagleruer¥_za:a;%‘iméter supply systemis %here in Sal-
mara Botonet-Skansive one ‘to cover the mwhole afiea /.

b) Latrine :- Latrine condition in the country as a whole is very
+ Cne survey'azﬁrio the conclusion that 90% of the rural
households do not have any latrifne system and perhaps uses ppen field

O

as latrine . The situation in Assam is not good as 44% of the rueal
households are without latrine . In the compact area among the s.c.
ﬁéople 05% of them are without latrine .Such condition is hazardous
p8fticularly when flood and water logging is the common feature dur-
ing the rainy season . The low cost sanitation programme‘gﬁﬂnot cov-
erksg all the rutal households , The following tables will speak about
the condition of the latrine system in the compact area .

Table No. 3,112
Type of latrine used in the compact area by the general and s.c.peeple,.

Ttem % No. of latrin {No. used by general} No. used by s.c.
people _people,

1.kutcha latrine 181 (90.05%) 145 (72.14%) 36 (17.91%)

2. Sanifary ® 20 (9.95% 20 (9.(5%) ~

3.P.C., of popu-
lation using
latrine

a) General People 11.45
b) S.C people
4. Total 201(100)

4

on

Source: 1st point survey 5? the author .
Note: Figures within the brackets are percentages to the total.
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From t}f¢ table No. 3.11 we see that of 201 latrinetusedby—the
general and syev—people , 181 or 90.05%are kutcha latrine and the rest
20 or 9.95% are Sanitary latrines . Of the kutcha latrine 145 or 72.14%
are used by the general people , while the res?GBG 6r 17.91% are used
by the s.c. people . The Sanitary latrines are only used by the gene-
ral peeple.$.C. people ha¥*no Sanitary latrines. Gae thing frem the
table—cam=tso be deduced . Ghly 11.45% of the total general people
of the compact area are using latrines , while the rest 88.55%k have
no latrines of any sort , efthés11.45% ,®nly1.39% uses Sanitary lat-
rine. Of the total s.c. people of the compact area of 5.41% of—them
useg latrine,But tg%% %gxhnly kutchja latrines . Those who have no lat-

rineg at all, they usef te—ge—te the open field , bank of fﬁﬁrxiver
Burhadia , banks of beels for the natuzal call. But w he rainy

season szﬁgz}e , Tields are full of waters , the banks are inaccess-
ible , the people have to use the streetsides, the pulklic places and
the householdg compeuhdawes making the &nvironment nasty and polluted.
But the people generally keep their houses neat and clean by regular
white-washing by white earth cow-dung .

¢) Drainages The compact area of the six villages are generally
not situated on high land .There are a number of beels and révulets
surroupding the area and so water logging in the villages istﬁsﬁhvery

e . Se—dfe1ﬂage—5y5%em—:s-s%rii—nat—rai—no%hbecam1ng-manmads

People usehﬁgﬁﬁﬁxp the frontagéﬁ@f?gggﬁg;aln by the side of the road
and so drainage is not becoming a problem . The revul@ates passing
through the area becsme natural water-ways for drainage .

d) Medical facilities:-— " Provision of Nedical facilities both
curative and preventive is one of the principal social services which

n
meed to be developed in order to improve t'e quality of labour force
Judgedby the needs , the available medical facilities are quite inade-

guate in the compact area . The following table shows the medical féc-
ilities available open te—thdsazea .
Table No. 3.12:
Medical and Health care facilities in the compagct
area of six villages.

Item Lokha-jKhelu-(Barhe-3Ghila-;Kaihati;Dahudi §Total
pur wa lasha §jari

1.Primary

Health centre ] L 2
(P.H.C)

2.Sub-Centre 1 1 2
of P.H.C.

3.Déspensary 1 1
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Table No.3.12:

= L
. X
Ttem aLokha— Khelud Barhe-§ Ghila-§ Kaihatif Dahudi § Total
pur wa , lasha jari I

4, Veterinary 1 1 2

hospital

Centre.
6.Homebathik 1 3 4
T.Ayurvedic 1 1 2
B8.Pharmacy i 1

1 2 6 4 1 1 15

The study reveals that the compact area has altogether 15 medi
cal and health care centres including twe primary Health centres (PHC)
4Wwo sub-centresof P.H.E.,1 dispensary ,2 Veterinary hospitals, 1Veteri-
nary Gub-€entires, 4 Homeopethig,lwo Aydrvedic treatment centres and one
pharmacy.

The above skakkskitx statistics reveals that the compact area is
not so badly posited -in conparisan with other ﬁ%&géhs of the district.
Of course , the specialised doctors are not available in the locality
and %ﬁzghhave to <3 either to Nalbari or themn to Guwahati for better
treatment .

6.Education:- Education as a ﬁESEBs to improve the quality of
tlie population and -premete—the intellectusl sephisticatienhas an imo-
ortant place in develepmentplenning ., Educational dacilities and ex~

penditure 1ncurreq;2iiggﬂdfend to indicate the level of cultural an-d
social development ®eeched Dy the commpumity and indirectly the capacity
and urge of the pecple to carry forward the proces of economic develop-
ment "2,

The educational institdions available in the compact aresz caéﬁ%een
from the table No. 3,13, There are altogether 58 educational institu-
tions, of which 8 or 13.79%, 8 or 10,.34% ,15 or 25.,86%,9 or 15,52 %,

12 or 20.69 Qfare Eﬁ%re in Dahudi, Ghilajari, Kaihati, Barhelasha,

Kheluwa, and Lokhapur Lesgectively. The highest No, of educational
institutions are in Barhelasha and the Lgﬁiﬁkin kaihatiy,, 0©f these,
there are 6 or 10.34% Primary schodls, 8 or 13.79 % Anganwadi‘s: 14
or 24.14 % lower Primary schodls, D or B8.62 ¥ M.E.Schools, 4 or 6.90%

High Schools,1 or 1.72 is college, 1 Higher Secondary schoolf, 19 or
2.76% Adult Education Centres.

2. Socio-economic survey of Bhilai Region,published by G.R.Bhatkal for

Popular book Depot Lamiington Road, Bombay-7.
2 1kid
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‘Table No, 3.13

Educational Institutions available in
the compact area,

| Education: DahudiTghllag1Kaiba-lBarhe—]Khelua Lakhapur All

Educaticnal ti lasha 31 0.C

Institution : Tt i 2

1 Pre-Primary| 1 i 4 2 SE P 6 | 10.34%
I School | I :
+2 Anganwadi 1 1 1 S o 1 8 ' 13.79%
{3 L.p.School | 2 1 2 3 } 2 3 14 24.,14%
|5 High School{ 1 | 1 = i S W 6.90 %
imgne: - Chiiia TN

gher . ! by F b
! Secondary - : - 1.72%
17 coliege 1 s = v i = 1.72%
18 Adult Centre - | 3 2 5 5 Y 4. 1419 32.76%
oy i
Bl 3 75 I 12 58 700
(13.791(13.79:(10.34:(25.86](15.q j(zo 69) |(100)

Source : 1st Point Survey i{he Author
Note : Figures within the brackets are Percentages to the Total,
Villagewise the Population for educational institution is like this :

109 in Lakhapur,171 in Kheluwa, 153 in EBarhelasha, 198 in Ghilajari, 208
in Kaihati and 139 in Dahudi,There are two higher educational institutions
- one cpllege in the Dzhudi, and one H.S.Scheol in Ghilajari, 3 educational
institutions for the SyC. People- 1 each of Anganwadi, L.P.school and M.E.
School in Barhelasha and cone High school in Dahudi for the girls alone.

o7s Culture : The scheduled caste peorle of the compact area are
largely followerse of Hindu Religion. The religious and cultural practi-
ces of the S,C.People are not much different from the caste Hindus, The
Namghars éﬁ@”é@%ﬁp in almost all?gillages of S,C.People of the compact
area for religious congragation., The Namghar is not only used agfreligious
place but also it—3s sometime—used as village court.Minor disputes are
settled by the people themselves sitting in the Namghar,

The compact area is not so poor in culturzl affairs, Say—fc:—xﬂ&%anee
Kamrupia dhulia Party of Kaihati of—the-—eempact area is known to 2ll,
which is generally manned by the S.C,People of the village, In the comp-
act area there are altogether 70 cultural institutions and organisations,
all of which aerbluntary organisations., Of these 6 are in Dahudi, 8 in
Ghilajari, -13 i Kaihati, 20 in Barhelasha, 11 in Kheluwa, and 12 in kakhk
Lokhapur, Again of these institutions and organisations, Two are cultus
ral Clubs, 12 are Village libraries, 1 Dhulia dal, 1 Namparty,13 Mahila



20

unnayan Samitiees, 11 Gaon Unnayan Samittees,22 Namghars, 2 Nanasha
Mandir, 1 Lakhmi Mandir,and Gopalthan one, All these institutions
and organisationsare helping the Villagers to have an improved cul-
tural and social life and to imbibe traditional cultural pursaits
like Dhulia in which the noted Dhulia artist-Sangeet Natak Academy
Award Winner Sri Mohan Barman's (Bhaoria) name of Kaihati is associ-
ated,

The following Table b%? shews the cultural institutions avai-
lable in the compact area,

Table No, 3.14 : Cultural and social institutions.

Cultural’ Dahudi {Ghila-|Kaihati|Barhel- |Kheluwa|Lakha- jTotal
Social jari | ,asha | pur |
Institutions 1 ‘ | , | .
g f ; i i ]
| '
.1 Literacy & : i
Cultural ; l | |
Clubs:a.Cluh - 1 1 : - : - | - ta2 -
b.Library 1 1 2 | =& | 3 ! 3 12 !
CoDhulia— ! - - 1 — [I e ; = 1 I
party | | |
d .Namparty - 1 - - | = i 1 |
.2 Unnayan i i ' :
Samittee{U.$) t 1 :
a.MahilalUS | B R | ¢ 5 1 - 3 13 |
b.Gaan US 1 1 1 4 2 2 11
CQIU-..Ll..C.SQ 1 ! 1 1 1 " = 4
+«3 Temples : t
a.Namghar 3 1 6 7 5 . 4 26 [
b.Manasha - 1 - 1 = = 2 |
Mandir l [
C.Laksmi - - - 1 - - 1
Mandir
d.Gopalthan - 1 - - - - 1
6 8 13 20 11 12 74

Note : M.M.C.S. :Minmahal Co-operative Societies.
Source: 1st point survey of the author.

- e O
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CHAPTER-IV
EECGNONMIC CONDITIONS QF THE SANMPLE HOUSEFOLDS
Section-1

o Arove ( emoJraphlc Characlteristics

Eron our hOusehold survey-we—eea—shew-the total population,
the family composition, age and sex of the inmates, structure of
the family, their economic status, occupational patiern of the hose-
holds, nature of employment of the an}ts, trends in migration and
educational level of the fpeonle. W e them one by one
b _i l!i l . .E ii F-]}-' |- I. L

1 Population:; In the 133 sample households}%ELhav%A? total
population of 752, of which 669 are Namasudray 59 Hirx and Kaibarttae
o< 24, Villagewise tkey—=ze distributdé®’ 28 shown in table No. 4.1.1.
Table No. 4.1.1 : villagewise distribution of the S.C.
. population in'the surveyed households :
.1 Barhelasha Dahudiishilajari1Lokhapu€i§heluwa Kaihati |Total

| i
171 172 t263 | 5 % 75 66 752

=Ll .,
pogEs-— ios, in curtable No.4,.1.23,
4,1.2b and 4.1.2c we have shown thehdis%ribution of the people village,

+ 2 Sex ratios @

caste and age and sexwise with their percentages.
Framxithisewexseexkhatxafx o
From the table No. 4.1.2¢c we see that 01 the 752 people-male

populatiop is 428 and femele - 324, The s&&ﬂﬁ%%{ 1000 male is

estimated 757 01s This sex retio is Geﬁpara%+veﬂy much lower  than

the sex ratﬂo we have for the district and for the state sex_all :¥iz,

925.31 for the state and 937.43 for Nalbari District. This sex ratio

for the different schedulecd caste people is also found to be different

as is shown in table no. 4.1.2b, Namasudra-779.26 per 1000 male, Hira

— 638.89 and Kaibartta 500. se3d8t3eeJ%Eai_ﬁ%E%E_iﬁfgle%striet_ﬁeanure

that sex ratio is very much unfavourable and t#g% is mueh more so in

case of the kaibarttaz community. A§€J¥he sex ratio is much higher among

the married persons i.e. 1090,91 female marrjed per 1000 male married

; > s [V RN D .

persons im of early marriage of female and

late marriage of male- the gep€ betweenthe Itwe loft the femalealone

(for sver). Among the marriagible persons, the sex ratio is calculated

to be 904,76 for 1000 male,which indicates that the number of marriagea

girls are favourably positecd. This rqtio among the unmarried is of saux

course seen much less i.e. only 534,98 per 1000 male. From this also
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Table MNo. 4,1.2b :: Distribution of the s.c. people
e of surveyed households according to communities,
Nam T e
Sasbe, dliawsshdiea Hira | Kaibartta
et Malef{Female|Total [Male |FemalefJotal i Male|Female [Total
Ageqgro !
Uup.
Below6, 58 45 103 3 - 3 1 — 2 { 9
yT |
(p.c.}15.43[15.36| 15.40| 5.08| 2& 5408 = 25 i 8.33
6-18yr} 125 111 236 9 7 16 8 2 10
(p.c)|33.24|37.88| 35.28| 25 30.48 272, (o |25 41,67
18-60y+.184 |127 311 24 16 40 8 4 12
(p.c%nsx k
48.94143,34 46.49} 66,67 :59“.5'1L 67.80, | 50 50 50
60yrd |9 10 19 = 5 o 2L G 2
and abT
ove
(p.c) {2.39 [3,41 | 2.84 = 3 2 - ] =
Total |376 [293 669 36 23 59 16 8 24
(p.c) {teo 100 100 100 100 | 100 100 | 100 100
Sex ra+ 779.26 638,89 800
tio.
Table No. 4.1.2c:: Age group and Sex-wise distribution of
S.C. population in the compact area .
Ba Compact area
!
Sexes Male Female —] G.Total
igi-gr" Total Percentag% Total Percentagej_g_Total Percentage
Below o
6yr.| &% 61 | 14.25 47 14.51 l 108 14.36
6-18yr 142 33.18 120 37.04 262 34.84
18-60yT 216 50.47 147 45,37 363 48,27
60yr.&
zbove g 1.40 10 3.09 19 2.56
Total 428 100 324 100 752 100
|
Sex—
ratio 757,01
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We can deduce aquﬁér conclusiom that female children are now much
less than the male children . ¥ e 1
mwate—than—Ffemelechiid 00

Sex ratio is foundFCifferent in different villages of the s,c.
households of the compact area . In Barhelasha it is 819.15, in
Dahudi it is 869.57 , in Ghilajari it is as low as 685,90 ,in Lokha-
pur it is 250, in Kheluwa it is 829.27 and in Keihati it is 609.76.
In Lokhapur the ratio is parh®pes so low , not because of other rea-
son , but for the very low size of thesample we have taken y Eommunity

wise'piggest ratio is among the Namasudragand lowest;3mong the Kaibaxr-
ttas,

.3 Age distribution:— Ip-gaie-Fable No. 4.1.2a and 4,1,2b wef "9
hagg'agewise distribution of population in the different villages
and among the different communities . In the Table No. 4.1.2c we have
the consolfidated fligure for the compact area as a whole. The consoli-
dated statement shows that of the 752 people of the 133 sample house-
hlods , 108 or 14.36% of them are 3F the age @roup of 0-6yrs,so about
a seventh of the total is of the non-school-going children , Of this
108,61 or about 56% of—them are male and the rest are femdle .So the
sex ratio is calculated to be about 770 people éﬁwthe age group of
6-1Eyrs W = SGn i g;.fe)school qoing beeevsesdastroitonterire—she
labour market (ar not ahle 1o vere) eze—0L2 e mumher—me 24247 of

bl Ls Aape &
tke-—fo¥ad . Thus oewaﬁueni population w1%h—a—bu;cen_gz;gxepa:s—ihem
for futupe eitizonship constitutdésp about half of the total popula-

tion . People of the age group of 18-60 years, bhe—rezl carrer e
Olﬁih¥-899%3i¥7£h%6h is known as economically active popuratwon 5o

'ihﬁﬂbysgngggaged in gainful econcmic activét?éconstitute about 48.2?%4%Hhﬂf”9
By definition the recipients of unearned and transfer incomes,such
as rent receivers,Pensioners,students,beggars etc are excluded . And
the persons d%‘the age group of 60 years and above constitutesx
about 2.56% . This class of people is also dependent in the real
sense and so the earner is to bear a burden for geee%eihfhemqh%m&eif
In our state the perticipation rate is much less 19~¢hemsiain only
36.37% whereas in the sample s.c. houschodds it is 48.27% (t9Stcensus
Report ). Here of course we have assumed that all employables are em—
ployed which is actually not the case, Cf these people of different
age groups , male-female distribution is not quite 51n11ar ¢ Among
the people of 6-18years of age the sex ratio is 845,07 -é?“the age
group of 18-60years it ik 680;%%,3Y‘the age group of 60 years and

above g4 the ratio is IIII.II . From this we may conclude that lengivity
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of the female is more than the male population aﬁghg the s.c.sample
heusehalds. age - —

O&—the different communityes the,distribution of the peg;QEJULhﬁf
age—groupwise is also not identical. Rmong the Namasudras cemmunily,
both the people of the age groups of 0-6 years and 6-18 years const-
itutes a higher proportion , while the groups constitutes& even less
than a third of the total population among the Hiras. Among the Kai-
barttas they constitutes makx a just halg of the totdl , Among the
latter two communities not a single ope qﬁr%he age group of 60 yrs
or above has been found , N

Another peculiarity: ihéi#we—ﬁee among the HEira communityhs
the ding of female child . Say No female child
&f"the age group of 0-6 yearshigkfgand . But among the Kaibartta co-
mmuniily tbe#iendeﬁegtb£;§E§3§§§éé¥'chifngB the age group,of 0-6yrs
is as low as 2 or 8.33% of the total of—couzrse, Fhe Namasudras have
almost an equal prcportioﬁ%f male and female children constituting
more than a sixth of the total population .

.4 Composition of the family:- The average size of the saveged
family is 5.65,But the size of the familgés in all villages and ameng «X
the communities is—not unifers (reference table No. 4.1.3a) Fa—the
villages——=as we ses; The biggest size of the family is in Kheluwa
ﬂé 5.72) while thelsmallestuin Lokhapur oﬁ%{l@). Amcng the different
communities , the bg;§e§{ isignnng the Kaibarttas and smallest is
among the Hiras .

Of the 752 people of the housceholds 115 are related to the 133

heads either as husband or wife , 267 as sons, 158 as daughters, 13
as brothers, 12 as sisters, 12 as grand daughters,1@ as grand sons
17 as brothers”’sons or daughters and 12 as others Egﬁot as—susgh rela-
ted . Herqﬁlso the percentages of different relations in different
villages among the cdifferent commnunities are not feunc uniform. We
have presented these in table No. 4.1.3a and 4.1.3b

The tablesNo.4.1.3a and 4.1.3b shows that sons constitute 60% of
the teba® populations in the village Lokhapur against 31.58% 4in the
village Barhelasha. Similarly others who are not directly related to
the heads of the families constitute about 3.39% amongst the Hiras

against none amongst the Kaibarttas.
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Table No. 4.1.3b :: Distribution of samnle households population
according to communities .

ﬁlJHelationships Namasudra Hira Kaibartta Total

.01 »

1.| Head 118 (17.64) {11 (18.64) 4 A16:67) 133 (17.69)
2. Husband/wife | 263 (15.40) [8 (13.55) | 4 (16.67) | 115 (15.29)
3. Son 229 - ( 34.,23) (26 (44.07) 12 (50,00) | 267 (35.50)
4.' daughter 142 (24.58) (10 (16.95) | 4 (16.67) | 158 (21.01)
5ol Brpthas 13l 1.4y - - ! 13 (1.73)
6.1 sister 12 (1.79) | - . 12 (1.60)
7. Grand daughtef 12 (1.79) = — ‘ 12 (1.60)
8, |Grand son 13 (1.94) - - : 13 (1473)
9. [jRgudhter-in- e vlac2qy ot L30T = l 7  (2.28)
10§ Others 19 (149 2 3.39) o 12 - { 1260)

669(100) 59 (100) 24 (100) 752 (100)

11{ Size of family (5.7) {5.36) (6.00) (5.65)

Note:- Figures in the breckels are average size of the family.

IxexkabievNasxgyxtxBaxandx#xtyShxshowsxkhaktxseRsxeenskitukex60¥xut
Xr@xkokaixpapuiakions

5. Structure of the family:- We have two types of famil?*in the

compacte area namely joint family and nuclear family . Several related
f&mtiiggﬁin in one household constitute a joint family . Ii1 usually
refees to a parent,their ummarried sons and daughters and the families
of their children (if patrilineal,the familjes of the sons and if mat-
rilineal , the families of the daughters). In other words a joint fam-—
ily i@ generally defined as a combination of more than one nuclear
families living in a single household with a common kitchen. Sueh—btyse
of gcint family system is'a regular features in an agrarian society,
Since the s.c.people are largely non-agrarian the joint family system
is not very populatism among them. Say for instance from table Nc.4.1.4
we can saythat there are only 12.78% joint families 88.22% nuclear fam-
ilies in the compact area among the same householdss Castewise 87.29%
of the Namasudra households,81.82% of Hira, 100% of Kaibarttaﬁa%ggﬂgh-

clear families while ondy 12.71% of the Namasudra househclds and 18.18%
‘g,g ]

of the Hiras are joint families, But none of the family of Kaibarttas

belong to joint family sErueturer



It is to be noted that 2 nuclear family is composed of parents,the
married couple,(thei;igﬁ?lg;ggiian-aad—a&ﬂ§$ed) and unmarried sons
and daughters, Webster's new wotld Dictéonary has defined nuclear
family "as a basic social unit consisting of parents and their ch-
ildren living in one household" . The sons are separated after the-
ir mgrriages mainlpg due to economic necessity . The Separation amo-
ng the members of the family leads to the fregmentation of the home-
stead and their properties . Naturally it leads to congested living ,
poor sanitatgtion and dearth of other civic facilities .

Table No. 4.1.4a:; Caste-wise family structure,

Family Namasudra Hira Kaibartta Total

Nuclear 103 (87.29) 9 (81.82) 4 (100) 116 (87,22)

Joint % 12.71) 2 (U8 18) ~ 17 (12.78)
118 (100) 71 (100) 7. (700) 133 (100)

Villagewise we may also have a clear idea, about the family str-

uctute of the s.c. population of the compact area - if wetﬁnebinto
the Table No. 4.1.4b below-

Table No. 4.1.4b::Number of persons in nuclear family
of the s.c. sample hauseholds.

Size of EarhelashJ Dahudi Ghilajari {Lokhapur [Kheluwa |[Kaihati Total
{iﬁiégr— village | village [village |[|village (villagelvillage
son)
0-3 5 (18.52) |3 (11.11) |7 (17.95) 1 (8.33)]2 (20.00)18
(15.52)
4-6+ 11(40.74) 116(59.26) |22(56.41) |1 (100) 9(75.00)5(50.00) 64
W (55.17)
7-9 9 (33.33) |7 (25.93) |8 (20.51) 2x£ﬁsxaihz(16.67j3(30¢009 29
(25.00)
aboveq |2 (7.41) 1 (3.70) |2 (5:13) 5
(4.31)
»7 (100) 27(100) 39(100) 1 (100) |12 (100]10 (100) 116

(100)

(Note: - Biguresin the brackets are percentages to the total.)
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¥rom the above table we see that , of the 116 nuclear families ,18 or
15.52 % are having family members of 0 to 3 ,64 or 55.17¥% are having
a family members of 4 tc 6,29 or 25% of them have 7to 9 members and
5 or 4.31% of them have more than 9 family members . So we see that
the central tendaney in the siz of the familie#lieszg extended tow-
ards the size of 7 tor9. Of the villages the percentagee of nuclear
family varies from one to other . In Barhelasha and Dahudi this prope
ortion is 90%, in Ghilajari it is 82.98% in Lokhapur 100%, in Khluwa
it is 92.30% and in Kaihati it is 83.33% . So we see that most of the
villages have opted for a nuclear family. But the size of the familie
in the %ﬁ&fgéégug?%feraat considerably . Here in Barhelasha and Kaiha
ati the intensity of the families clustering round the figure 4-6 is
much less than in the other villages.

Joint family structure is presented in table No. 4.1.4c table

No. 4.1.4c::Numbers of persens in joint family.

Size of |Barhelasha |Dahudi |Ghilajari [KHeluwa |Kaihati| Total| Percent-
family age.
7-8 1 2 i 17.65
8-9 1 1 2 1 1 6 35.29
9and
above. 1 2 4 S 8 47,06

3 3 8 1 2 17 100

The above table reveals that in the compact area among the
sample households , we have only 17 such joint families which isxt2x¥X
12,78% of total surveyed households. Of theee 17 houmeholds none have
a size less than 7 members and none have more than 14 members , Here
the central tentency lies in the size group of I and above. The de-~
taids distribution of the households according to the size group of
the families have been presented in the said table No. 4.4,4c,

.6 Occupational pattern:- The households surveyed in the compact
area have their occunations and avocations for their livelihood .In
finding out the primary occupations of the households we kawe, compared
the mﬁgn;%;i?s of income earned by the inmates of the households and
then we regerd that occupation as primary occupation of the household
which br¥ng it the highest amount of income, and then the other occu-
pation#ﬁherefroﬁigncome ﬁgﬂearned wéﬁ&% be regardeézseccnﬁary occupa-—
tions . On the basis of this we have prepared three table viz 445.a

= ranmeslddadtadt Lo AF +ahRla A5 B vi 1 Yawdlecae AScectrdihiitsian Ao Arctimnatriecn



and 4.5.c caste-wise distributi6n of occupation.

Table No, 4.1.Da:: Distribution of sample households

by primary and Secondary occupations:in HNo

Pt
Categories of Primary occupation | secondary occupation
Occupations
No. P.C. No P.C.
-1 Fishing 95 71.43 10 12.05
.2 Cultivation 11 8,27 3 3.61
.3 Agricultural 12 9.02 44 53.01
labour
+4 Pottery 4 3.00 1 1.20
D Others 11 8.27 25 30,12
including
services
133 99.99 83 99,99
(Say 100) (62,.4%) (say 100)

From the table we see thatl more than seven out of every ten
are engaged in fishing as their Primary occupation, which is followed
by apicultural labour where leSs than a tenth is engajed. Then about
a sixteenth of the tatal sample households are having cultivation and
others, including serviges as their primary occupation, Only 3 % of %
the sample households are engaged in pottery. So we see that though
cultivati ion,as an avocatlon’ls not so prevalent ameng the S.C, house-
holds, yet we {?”lthat about 89% of them are engaged in the primary
sector, while in secondary sector only a very small percentage is eng-
aged with. In the tertiary sector only a sixteenth of the houselolds
is engaged. wé%ﬂ occupational diversification ggjnot takdng piace among
these households .as—thes Ecuna Fial satt : : . 2 53
against these—of rural Assam viz : 71.04% against 89% in the compact
area S,C. households- in primary occupation, 2.29% against 3% in the
households industries and 26.67 % against 8,27% in others.

A household may have more than one secondary occupations, But
in our sample households we have conly a single secondary occupation,
Of them 83 households as high as 53.01% are engaged ®A agricultural
labour,30.12% in others including services, 12.08% in fishing,3.61%
in cultivation and 1.2.% in pottery.



1

The table
wise distribution of sample

No. 4.1.5b and 4,1.5¢ show the villagewise and caste-
households by primary and secondary occu-—

pations,
Table No. 4.1.5b Villagewise distiibution of surveyed households
according to primary and secondary occupations,
Villages |“arhelesha Dahudi |Ghilajari |Lokhapur |{Kheluwa |Kaihati|Total
Categories | | |
of occupa- | : ! : i
tions: .1 Primary: ' |
.1 Fishing °‘““%§ 23 42 e | B3 2 | 95
| (83.33) (76 671(89 .36) ‘ (43 08] (15 67)‘
e2 CUltiva—* - I . = 11
thohe & [56 on s o0) (&2 &5y, 1 tgs 67)
3 Agrlcul—: 3(10.00ﬁ - e l - *4(30 78)5(41. 67) 12
tural La"L ; ! ! 1
bour 1 [ ; ; ;
.4 Pottery - - E - I !2(15.38 2(16.6?l 4
.2 Others | 2(16.67) 11(3.331 3(6.38) 1 9100) 13(23 08)1(8.33) 11
Total 4i?0(100) ;30(100)47(100) 1(100) |13( 00) | 0 ; 3
i | I ]
.2 Secondar ] |
Occupatien ‘ : | ]
«1 Fishing 3 (158) l1(6.67{ 1(8.23) - 4(40) 1(14 29] 10
ZCultiva- 1+ 1 (5) = | 2(6.69) - | = 3
tion l [
«3 Agricul—l15 (75) 12(13.33 23(74.19) - {3 (30) l1(14 29}
tural la | l 1 |
bour ! : H i
.4 Pottery | - - | - | - {1 (10) !_ 0
.5 Others | 1 (5) 112(80) | 5(16.13) - 12 (20) |5(71.43] 25
720(100) T5(100] 37(100) | =% 10(100) | 7(100) | 83
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From the above table Eo. 4,.1,5b we de= that occupational diversi-
figation is more diversified in the Kheluwa and Kaihati villages and,
fn Lokhapur thsfsaneie—heasehnld we have sdzﬁg?ﬁé_izia bonded labour

ot -4
In village Lokhapur , ge secbnca“y OCCUpaLlOn is there for the hause-
hod&e~ . In villages Dahudi and Ghilajari , all the households are en-
gaged in better 5Eupations than in Barhelasha . But the secondary

occupation are more in Barhelasha than in Dahudi and Ghilajari .

Table No. 4.1.5¢c :~ Caste-wise distribution sample househog&ds
by Primary and Secondary occupation .

Occupational Namasudra Hira Kaibartta Total
Categories

| |
1.Primary occ# 1

__upation
.1 Fishing |93 (78.81) | " 5"(50) los
.2 Cultivat
ion. 9 (7.68) |4 2V18.18) 7| - 11
«3 Agricul+ !
~tural | 7 (5.93) 1. 3(27.27)! 2(50) 12
4.Pottery = ] 4(36.36] - | 4
5.0thers 9(7.63) 2(18.18) = L
Total T8 (100) T1(100) 4(700) 133
«2 Secondary |
— Qccupationl :
1.Fishing g%10.96) | 1(12.5) 1(50) 10
2.CultivatioA 3(4.11) A i = 3
3.Agricultur+ 43(58.90)| 1(12.5) = 44
-al labouzr
4.Pottery ] e Tli12.45) - l 1
5.0thers | 19(26.03) 5(62.5) 1(50) | 25
Total — 73(100) B8(100) | 2(100) 83
by, AL al el W ‘

Note :- Figure in the bracketes is percentages to the total,

From the Table No.4.15.c. We sikiégew that paternal

occupation is more 1ntSRea¥E among the Namasudrqgwhile among the
Hiras,only slightly above third of the Total are engaged in their

Paternal occupation, and among the Kaivarttas one half is in their
paternal occupation and other half:in agricultural labour .The
Kaivarttas have the least occupational.diversification, including



xxxxx888887 Secondary
Fe Foa&¥y occupations,while the other two communities are almost gdauaily

EFXEIY engaged in different draditirnal and non-fraditirnal occupailons~
-¥¥3%& But the Namasudras are not engaged in pottfry and the Hiras, in
¥h fishing.

.7 Economic Status :

" The expression ‘economic status’ for a person can be denoted by any
one of the following three Terms,
-1 Earner (self supporting)
.2 Earning depedent
) .3 Non=-earning dependent. .
.1 An earner is cone who earns enough to maintain qhgtbelf 8L 2 person
whose income is sufficient to mainYain himsel?tﬁg called an earner,

.2 An earning dependent is one who earns something but not enough to

maintain ohE self or—a person whose ipcome is not sefficient to—wain-
ta&n"—dunuu;gﬂﬂﬁr—&fgmﬁl__¢h4umqawmmmgﬂfvt“4*”‘

.3 Non-earning dependents are other than the above two eategories who
have ho earining at zll o:#aer5@ns*m;iheu%—aﬂy—&ﬁeaﬁeTwha%seeve;T—are
t ad AC 32 FertsSe

Rentiers,persiongrs,remittance holders,beggars and persons living

on charity and other earnings frem ungainful activity should be considere

—-ed as earpers,earming dependents,depending gn whether the saxrings or

incomes from these sgurces are sufficient for their personal maintenance

or not,

QB ] 3 -
An earner or earning dependent may or may not have one or more

of the employment status,depending upon the nature of income earned or

unearned.The ncome is considered sufficient for maintenance,if at pre-

-vailing level of prices,if is just sufficient toc meet onds bare necess-

I{ut
-ities according to the generalfaccepted standar&% Eg?the region % ,

The Table No.4.6.% showsthe caste-wise percentage distribution
of +the sample population by econimic status,

.1 Socioeconomic survey of Bhilai Regaion {(page No.342) published by
G.f+ Bhatkal for popular book Depot kamimgax Lamingtén Foad,
Bobay-7
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Table No.4.1.ba ... Percentage distribution of the sample population

by economic status.

Econmic status|{Nomosudra Hira Kaibarta Total
.1.Earners I 170 (25.41) | 19 (32.20)| 5 (20.83)] 194 (25.80)
.2 Earning 121 (18.09) 10 (16.95) 1 4(16.67) 135 (17.25)
depenfent
.3 Non-earning | 378 (56.50) 15 (62.5) | 30(50.84)| 423 (56.25)
depent ;
Total 669 (100) 59 (100) 24(100) 952 ((00)
(Noteg:- Bigures with&n the brackets are percentages to the total)

e

As—a—ﬁﬁeéé;ﬁﬁ the Total 652 pepcle 25.80% are earners or
self-supporting and the Percentage of earning dependent is 17.95
while the percentage of non-earning dependent is 56—25,wh46h—%§7iﬂ
0RG*&&RGGTOﬁ*GG&ﬁ&Eie—hHfée&-ieEﬂ+hﬁ‘EHTﬁ€I$.I£—we—see—%§3’1991
census Fercenissey, we étgﬁd. he main workers)which are generally
regarded as self-supperting1constitute about 31,86% of the population
5.14%:?g§her—depenﬁents‘which are named as marjinal workers,and so
dependents consfitute about 63% of the total Fopulation.Thus the
S.C sample households are in a better position Q&gg:giéifgfh%he rural
Assam aéiwﬂ&ff?et they are &t+3*l1 under preverty line as—understartatien

oSt Ret becemd®of low level of income,but because of ignorance of the
judicious wags of sé%}nding.

Of course the different S.C. communit&es are not equally
placed in this regard.The Hiras have the lowest percentage aﬁ,depen-
—dents)While the Kaki Kaibarttas have the highept.Cnly among the Hiraa
the earner independents can be favourably compared with the rural
Assam~-The P.C., of earniny dependents is seen to bé the highest amongst

the Namasudras and low:st amonﬁlthe Kaibarttas,
In the following table No.4.1.6.b we have presented the date-
on economicg status in the different willages,

The No.4.1.6b shows that more thaf three out of every
n in vill : : i
LLe illage Barhelasha are earn&r ;dependents,whiler@moportion

of independents to the Total Populatién of other villages is less
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Econmoic |Barhelasha|DBhudi |Gbilajari|Lokh-|Khe-|Kaihati |Total
tatus ~pur +luwa
.1 Earner gﬁ 53 i 42 62 1) 17 19 194
g £30.99) (04, 42) | (23.57) (290 |(22.| (28.79)| (22-80)
67)
l
.2Earner 26 32 52 1 14 10 1385
Dependent ((15,20) (18.60)(19.27) ((20) (1?. (15.15) (1T.98)
67
JNon-ear- 92 98 149 ( 3 44 37 423
nex | (53.80) |(36,98)| (56,65)] 69 (88. (56.06)| (56.25)
Dependent 6a/
Hotax Pk 172 263 s fIm 66 752
(100) (100) (100) (100) [ (#200] (100) (100)

( Note:-— Figurs within the brdckets are percentages to the total)

than shet the Proportion of such people jis found lewest in village
Lakhapur and #%h in Kheluwa, Earmer—dependents and im are more in
village Lophapur,Ghilajar,Kheluwa, anmd in Dahudo, and lowest Prop-
rtions are found in villages Kaihzti and Barhelasha -of—<cecurseywe

g

r.We know that more
the dependents azeg more is thedx economic burden, and so the Fros-
pect of develpment for them is to be z far distant cry,

.8 Employment in Scheduled Castes in different economic activitdess

is to have a permanent dimpact
ig—the sociely.So economic Pursuit backed social classification

is the law of nature as has been i in Bhagabat Geeta.lhese
economic pursuits linked with a caste in our Indid Socity, particu-
larly among the Hindus,are iraﬁitional, @ccupation of the caste,In
our compact area the different categories of S5.C. People,B There-
fore have such'fiaﬂltlonal ocauiatwons The Namasudra and the Kaiv-
arttas are by i&adltlon and_lnﬁ&lé~inteni fisherman and they have
occupations linked with flShln% like net-making,Weaving etc,

e



The Hiras haigfgzan pottes by tradition . But the soci2d interaction of
the modern age and the spread of education among all have made deep im-
pact on their occupational pattern , and the dearth of natural avenues

for these traditional occupations has also forced them to part with th-
eir parental professional and therefore they have had to embrace agric-

ultural and daii%rlabour as the easiest 635ﬁg§£&&£;%é:¥§%é—eu% « Land

is generally in}fufficient among this class of people and so cultivation,
as an occupation is not very common te—them . Service amengthem is also
not very common end the constitutional provisions for employment have

not benefited them much as yet . :

But1as we know employment according to the fellest capability
cF—Lthe-benefitdary is sine uéﬁon not only for a betterrliving but also
for happiness and contentment . So we have to see bow the individuzal
members of the s.c. people in the compact area have fa¥ed in this resp-
ect . In our tables No. 4.1.7a,4.1.7b,4.1.7c and 4,1,7d we have shown
the employement patterm of the s.c. people , as a whble , then cate-wise
for the three communities » Namasudra, Hira;—and Kajbartia for both the
sexes gge-group-wise we—are-gedng fo analvse them but mel so detail,

From the table No. 4.1.7a we bevéf%eeﬂ that,no children below
the age of ten have £850 engaged in any occupation . But children of the
age group of 10 to abeout 18 years baégfgéen engaged in a significant way.
Altogether 88 children of both the sexes of all communities have been
found employed..may—te—self-em=loved or wageearrers . Of these 36 are
female and 52 are male , or 40.9% female and 59.1% male children . Again
of these , 38 are engaged inm fishing, which constitutés about 43% of the
total child labour , Next comes net making withm 14 members or 15.91%
of them all, agriculturedl' labour with 12 b ies constitut®ngs
13.64% only , then comes weaving with 11 members all of which are female,

In other occupations including Eﬁggars,bonded labour, business , etc., 8

) el
6&L_*chi%éreﬁ~ai&~9£5ﬁ§%m-aﬁvkﬁale*gre engaged .  gain in tke pottery 5 chi-

—~
ldren of whom 2 are male and 3 female ., .And all these potters are of

Hira community. Rmong ke others, no pottery as an occupation exists.

Gf—the adulis ef+the—=age-group of 18 years complete to 60 years——there
lok

are c¢iy 3 e ple i - G e bour . In Hhis

group of adults’: 4 ex ; es we have altogether 306 ﬂgﬁgies Of these

185 or 60,75% are male and the rest are female workers;fgrtlcipatlon x
rate here is calculated to be 52,39% including the child labour . For
male it is 52.43% and for female it is 48.45% . It compares favourably
with the €tates’ partic@ipation rates of 36.37% for all workers 50.32%
for male and 21.29% for womgﬁ'according to 1991 census , €fthe-adulis
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Of the adults 141 or 46% of the total are engaged in fighing ,the most
traditional occupation of the Namasudras anc the Kaibarttas . Of
thés 109 are male and fgmxi# only 32 are femadd . Male constitutes
about 58.92% of the total male adult ompieyeds while , female cons—
titutes abeout- 26.45% of their total . In net making,a household
handicraft industry”a %raditional occupation for both the communi-
ties;a total of 37 persoms are engaged , of whom only one is a male
and 36 are female . Here females constitutes a 29.75% @ﬁ>female
adult ﬁgiﬁgig%hbaving,which is one of the most prestigious and tra-
ditional occupationsfor alll women in the State,engaged 35 women ef
tlke—greup constituting 28.93% of their total , M@ male worker is
seen engaged in this occupation:Similarly in pottery %}ery tradition-
al occupation for the Hiras,altogether 13persons or 4.25% of the to-
tal adults or 32.5% of the Adults Hiras_are engaged . Of these 6
are mate and 7 are female, Fhough fmzﬁiggﬂi%a%~the Hitas engaged,fe-
male workers in the making of the pots, L y now perhapse the
system has changed and male workers either in the procueement or
in the making of raw-materials or in the marketing of the pots are

' nggomaly frade

practiees of these three s.c., communities . Cf course we have to

ol X
also seen engaged . Thease a

concede ih%t these occupations,particularly fishing and net making

are no% resaisghng monopolices J? the two Communities alone vize: the
MNamasudras anc Kaivarttas .

~Besides lhees Y hé;ébggher engagedments slso . In agriculfursl
labour, total number of male dﬁiﬁ?§3°engaged is seep—te—be 26 or 14,05%
of the adults male . No femsle is seen engaged iﬁ agricultur&l labour
as—wage—<earners .Another 26 persons)of which 15 are male and 11 are

femelejare seen- engaged as tradeﬁabondeo labour or as beggers .

The categexry of bonded labour in the State is rarely n_among any

communities . So the existence of bonded labour in thé&carea is nrtépﬁhwy

pointexr  to be noted . Ineurerguiry The details of the bonded labour
hﬂ4'”%é3fi%diggébfzgﬁ;éaéiéxa%éen 15 male adults are ﬁﬁﬁﬁéiggg;%ed . They

representee about 8.11% of theis total . We know that cultivation

is the most prevalent occupations for the pewple of the state where

more then 51.20% of the . states male adults are engaged according
to 1991 census .

Sc we see that the s.c. people in the compact area pTe not so

Lok i el i W

mueh engaged in cultivation as we see for the resi’; This may be due
to the non-availability of land for cultivation under their possession,
Of the total adults male population of 185 5ﬂ913 are found in Sesvices
is—in Government Service, whieh represent only 7.02% which is even
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lessjchan the constitational level of 7.5% earmarked in Government
service., Of these 13 male adult?)10 are the Namasudras and others
3 are the Eiras . N@ Kaivartta 2o in any services ., No femadle
is also found in such occupation .

Among the vamaSUdras aﬁhagiﬁable < 1otQ)m£F£€9 more cccupation-
al G1VeISiTlCathD e - S « In this cate-
gowy of people - fhe pajor ﬂccupatlons mesb—a£AM¥uﬂL4u%-teee&*&&ﬂF*
aé«ﬂf%ﬁf*shlng’net making ,weaving , agricudlturel labour ,others

including business and bonded labour , and service in deseending
order ., Uf course the highest p.c. of female adults are engaged in

fishing v 0 net making or weaving , kkefees‘fhese two occupations
are commtﬂg‘%ﬁ them , Fr—tesencicing—erear |, %hé%ﬁﬁ#it is not so among

thz male lNamasudras . Thus the table No .4.1.7b &=s eleaziy shows
the diversified occupational pattern of the Namasudra .
" e .-_ - g
thk mich of AZC; t = :%%ble'“gg 4-1-‘0)- b igaéﬁu‘yaa“&‘*"
( paticnal dlver51f1caflonr\ TR - or
the Hiras . Gf the Aculés of 8 sersans , 4 or half the memebersare
engaged in fishing ; Cf this again half of them are sespn male and
the other half female adults-2 male adults are engaged ¥4 agriculturel
e G2 -
labour . Among them “no weavers , 6o~ salary earners or cultivatdms
ere found, .

AQQ—$h9H—wE"hH?E“_f5g5EfEE:E3:%Pﬁrﬁﬁr—t“bie~£9$—5h0hlnﬂﬁineﬁ__g_ﬂxg
oyment-position of the Hira comsunity .

Occunatlonal diversification is more among the Hiras . Of the %
total emwggﬁggﬁaoults of 32 persons , 13 or 40.63% of them are eng-
aged in pottery . Of them 7 are women and 6 are men , In occupations
like fishing , weaving ,cultivetion , agriculturasl lbbour s Services
3 in each,or 9.38% are engaged , while in occupations like net maki-

Rg and others2 in each are engaged .

Farticapation rates among th=se communities age-gseur and sex

wise are be seen as follows .
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From this we see—that among the communityes , The Kaibarttas

have the highest percentages of child labour , The Namasudra ave
highest percentaged in women labour and male labour.The childrié‘ﬂL
lowest among the Namasudras, female and male labour are lawest Xak-
aMx among the Kaivarttas . As a whole labour particiapation rate is
highest ‘among the Hiras and lowest, among the Kaivarttas .

In the compact area , among the s.c. people , we—see—almest
two aﬁEﬁJ}évery threefﬂgﬁgjengaged in certain occupation , This
rate is highest among ?he male population and lowest among the chil-
dren . . e
J,Depegﬁnt Adults 3% the age-group of 18 to 60yrs . have aiso
been shown inf?gbles cited above. ) e 1
the s.c. communities 57 or 15.7% are dependent adults,which implies
that unemployment among the s.c. people is as high as 15.7% or in
other words every four out of every twenty five is @n unemploved .
This rate of unemployment is more among the female than among the
male population i.e,17.69% against 14.35% -€ommunity wise there is
some differences in this unemployment rates ., Say for instance,this
rate is as high as 33.33% among the Kaivarttas,20% among the Hiras
and 13.18% among the Namasudras . It is alarming toc note thatl .evexy
one cut of three azmong the Kaivarttas in-—ths compact area is said.
to-smsdependent acdult i.e, an unemployed . _.

«9 Migration:-

Migration'generally takes place because of #he economic and
social S¥As in interpational trade, here also cdue to comp-
arative advantages people migratgﬁrom one place to another . Here
in our sample compact area . Cut of 133 sample house holds, only
9 or 6.77% of them migrated to the area most probabkly in search of
a better livelihood and social ceREETeR™2n the leealtity . The area
gives a betd#er natural opportunit ,partigularly in fishing ., And
there are gample SCOpe‘%?—fishing in the neighbourheod . Of these
immigrant households 22,22% are permenent migrat%ng from different
districts like Barpeta and Kamrup and 44,44% are inter migrants
comming from different villages of Nalbari district and 33.33% are
Intra migrants i.e, migrating from the same village i.e, from one
chupa to another chupa ,

The S.Ce. ;eopﬂe are feound migrating occasionally to other
plages in connection with their own business . Such aamigration
is very common particularly among the Namasudras aznd the Kaivarttas.
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The Hira people are not sken migratory.

e ] G<g (O FJ7
Emmigration of a parmenent naturdhes 21so boss gheomyad

W the area thouch ”é}: G“"""""‘E rssw% v s S8 S Bl

=a Though , r Sample Herizon,
This type of emmigratio#&s,also related to occupational advant—
ages. Highegeducation and better service in the urban areas like

. y :
Nalbari and Guwahati have lured them in this respect,

.10 Eduction level of the people:—

Literacy is very much essential £5‘everycne and ithe
me#h is trying hard to reach the 100%

Sovern-—
literacy level in the cou-
ntry . But in our compact area,illiteracy still rapdes high part-
icularly among the sample s.c. households . From the adjoining
table No. 4.1.Bawe see that about 56.25% of the s.c.

people are
found—illiterate and only 43,75% of them are found literate , the

achievement of the 100% literacy target here smeng the s.c. peonle

may be a weryhard—tshk ;L:mha¢k-%mn11,
Table No. 4.1.8a:~ Educatiomal level of s.c. people village-
wise .
Educatioa |Barhel-|Dahudi |Ghilaja=|Lokhapur| Kaihati |[Khelua [Total
nal level lasha ., on
1
;
Illiterate| 98 [ 96 145 4 37 43 423
(P.C.) {5731 5981 (59913 80 56,06 157.323 {56.25
Literate 73 76 118 1 29 a2 329
(p.c) [|42.69 144,19 144,87 20 43,94 |42.66 }43.75
Primary 35 38 54 - 14 16 157
(p.c) (20.47 12200 |20.53 21.21 |21.33 l|47.86
Lower th@n
Matric 26 21 48 - 10 11 116
(p.c) [15.20 1221 18.25 155 15 14.66 |35,37
Matric Y| 8 11 - 2 3 31
(p.C) 4309 4.65 4.18 3003 40 9.45
P.U/H.S 3 7 3 - 2 2 17
(p.c) 49,775 4,07 1.14 3.03 2.67 |5.18
BIA. 2 e 2 2 - 1 R
{paely 1R 1,16 0.76 1.52 2.13
X3 172 263 5 66 75 792
171 '
Percentagel100 100 100 100 100 100 100




24

of the 43.75% literates,wjich is, very unfavourably comp-

are§ with the 1991 census figure’%?ﬂﬁalbari District i.e,46.64%

2
JE,

47.86% of them are only of the primary standard , 37% are %
less than Patriculate,9.45% matriculates , 5.18% are H.S/P.U
spassed and 2.13% are graduates . 8f-course azmeng these 325 1it-
epstes Mot a single person is fcund,|av&aggbost graﬁuat553;?L
Technical or Necdical qualifications . In village Lokhanur ,80%
of them are illéterate and only 20% are literate and that is
also primary passed . Literacy level is seen io be better in ¥

4 SO Y -
village GChilajari dﬁgajfglothcr villages . Highereducaiion zmong
the people is still not very commom . Of the 752 people only 7
are graduates . The H.S.S. at Ghilajarirfand the college at Dahudi
and other educational institutions which SE5"SImeDt2511 establi-
shed after independence, have no doubt influenced the literacy
level. kut—rot <o —the—expected oxtent .,

Again the literacy level among the Gifferent_§.c. commu~—
nities is hot the same . As"Table No. 4.1.8b showsb:ﬁfﬁis is m
much higher among the Kaivartia b4.17£)and lowest rate of 37.29-/
is among the Hiras . The Kaivarttas of the compact area is also
seen comparatively better educat@df as the percentages axe of
matriculatéen , P.U. passed and graduates are higher than those
found for the Namasudras . '

Education as we know , gives a better fillip to the trend
of development ®&eth economically , cultumally, Politically and
Iiterzcy . “ne-ones the seople are enjoving the fruits ofedaca-
tions they o dere tov forgo with It .

But the s.c. people are as yet to enjoy the beoon of edu-
cation in a better way and sco the tremd of under-development is
obgerved in them.

Table No. 4.1.8b:-Community wise educational level .

Educational level { Namasudra Hira Kaivartta
Tlliterate 375 §56.03) | 37 (62.71) | 11 (45.83)
Literate P94 (43.95) | 22 (37.29) | 13 (54.17)
Primary 141 ( 21.07) ) 18 (22.03) 3.{12.5)
Lower than _
Matric 104 (15.55) 6 (10.1%) | 6 (10.17)
Matric 27 (4.04) 2 (3.39) 2 (8.33)
P.U. 15 (2.24) 1 (1.69) 1 (4.17)
B.A. 6 (0.90) = 1 (4.17)

669  (100) 59 (100) 24 (100)
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Section = 2

Economic standing of the householdaf .

«1+x Residentian pattern and housing .

Besidéntiaf pattern :- Jucdeated :- So far as residential
pattern is concerned , the villages ef the compact area are
nucleated ., Io—tiris—type the residential area of the village is
at one place and settlement pattern is strictly on caste basis
Houses of each caste are built close to one another and cluster-~
ed together . The agricultural fields are around the clustered
houses .

Bven tion in such-villaces The dwellings are not always.as
gach concentralled in oné single area , but frequently in twe or
more dfgﬁz;nct centres . Of course this pattern is af 2 new or-
igin. Hafioﬂsay ig Kheluwa ,'fbe Hiras and the Namasudras who

s g Khelvwe .
have been offered reserve land are living in a scattered way w

with generzal people . Similarl;;the Kaivartias and the Hiras of
Kaihati are living togethexr with general people 3nd in Kheluwa
only few households—say {_3 to 4 households)are dwelling hy
the side of the Buradia river . But in Dahudi , Ghilajari and
Barhelasha (Barbeela) , s.c. pecple(specially the Namasudras )

are living in cluster&ng tegetirer separated from other caste .,

HEdEsingxs
Housing:=

Shelter is equated witﬂfood and clothing andaggg the basic
necessities of human life , Sheltéﬁ??éﬁh other factor% reflect
the social conditions at a given time . It also plags a signi-
ficant role in the socio-psychological development of the indi-
vidual , and encouragf&g_economic activity)generating emnloy-—
ment opportunities and—feeilities and facilitat#€g a hygienic
and healthy environmentlconductive to wholesome social life . The
need for improved hcusing is meost acutely felt iﬁig% the rural
psor who are unable to generate needed resources, are forced to
live in condition of abject proverty . The lbrld Bank housing
sector policy paper has rightly observed s "Housing is important
%gfdgye;opment in both economic and welfare terms . With the un-
precedented increﬁse in population in recent years , housing ®
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problem has cropped up in vgiying degrees and dimension in all
countries of the world » be they developed or developing . It
is , of ceurse, in the developing countries that the problem has
reached gigantic propertions . For many millions , the sky is
the roof even while for otherﬁ;hough some sheds are available
as roof , yet they are forced to dwell in unsafe and insanitary
settlementg,where the basic facilities are absent or extrémely
inadequate . In our countrj}as well as _in our Eiateﬁhousing
problem is very mueh acute both in rural and in urban areas.ané
in our compact area , excert a few perscns in the upper echelones
of the society , all others have been suffering from the problem.

The working group on housing co-operatives in India (1984),
while putting much emphasis on housing co-operatives,
Co-Operativese activiiy $2 the best means of providing decent h
houses at a reasonable castg to persons partlcularly QE'lew and
middle income groups -

’

Howeverjln due course the Government of India came up with
various schemes/programmes both iﬁfrural and urban areas,to ful-
fill this important need of the people . One of the 1mportant /
popular programmes currently being implemented in the villages
of the country is the "Indira Awas Tojana". Besides thisrg%ate
“overnment are also implementing different programmesﬁﬁ~%his =

sphere .

Before going to the details of theesé different projects as
implemented in the compact area , we should have a glipse of tk
present state of affairs in the housing system particularly am-
ong the s.c. people of the compacte area .

This is discussed on the basic of our household survey rmade

1993+ Againstthis backyround W@ have compared it with the find—
ings of the survey HReport of the National sample survey organi-
zation (July, 1988-June,1989 NSS 44t round report )

Condition of houses:-—

OCne of the most important featuresof the housing con-
dition of the S.C.people is that a good number of them are with-—
out possession of any land, These landless S.C, people generally

Cont—-—-27
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build up their houses on land of their 'Guru'- a preceptor?L-higher
caste people or land allotted +to them by the Government., Se—%e—sa¥y
{n Kaihati Villagg)the Kaivarttas and the Hiras are residing on the
land of their 'Gosains'., And in oither Villacessay-say in Kheluwa,
Dahudi, Khilajari, Barhelasha, the S.C,people-kaiidirs are building
their houses eithexsan om their own land or on land allotted to them
by the Government.

ched . The roofs e walls all are either made of bamboos,thatches
and ikaras (Walling reeds), These houses are not even well-built.
e 2wt
The roofs are becomfng up making the sky their roofs,the wa-
Whiced~ =1
lls are broken are seen patched up by ”OlYth“PE—ShGELS‘N

Most of thE houses of the S.C.people of the area are that-
Lt

supplied by the Government.

Types and sizes of houses :-

In the compact area we have three types of houses, namely

i) Assam type (A.T), ii) thaﬁgphed (T.T.) and iii) Single zeefied
with tin roofing(R.F)For our convenience we have classified houses
surveyed in the compact area into two sizes namely a) small size~—
é@fﬁgﬁ@ﬁ breadth and length are assumed-ig be 8'5%3 15!feets and
b) large size —of which breadth and length are obse§¥ed.onfgberage
to be 10'and 25 feets.fohave an idea of housing condition of the
S.C, peoyle of the compact area,ae_—e;—%y9es—aﬁé—%&%es~e¥—heasssTNe

tgg?%s(é‘2‘1 and é‘“'? Tow.

Table No., 4'2"1:-

Types and sizes of Houses.,

! Types
1

Sizes.i Assam Type Thatched Single zesized Total
& with tin roofing.
1
1

Small | 17 (70'83) 129(70' 11) 33 (78'57) 179 (71'6)
i

Large | 7 (29'47) 55(29789) 9 (21183) 71(2874)
1
i 74 {700) 1547 700) Z37700) 550700 )
j(9v6) (73'6) (16*'8) (100 )

Note :-(Figures within the brackets are percentages to the total)

Eont= - — =28



=) N ‘

In the Table No. 4'2'1 we have the distribution of houses
according to their types and sizes,.ef—the 133 households-there are
at¥588er 250 houses. So for each household , there are 1'87 houses
of different sizes, we~ha#eha;eseni;ng-ih;saandra%herJﬁata relating

to number of rooms per house etc. 1n t e No. 4'2'2.

-

NG lavh oo bibatict thess 250 heuses, only 24 or 9'6% &F
Assam Types, 184 or 73'6¥% are &f thatched Type and the rest are sin-
gle roofed tin sheeted, Laﬂe%heih*&ﬁrkﬁgigée~tha% 179 or 71'6% of the
houses are & smell sized and rest 71 or 28'4% are &% large sized.
Fagm_ihe_Iab%e—ithzﬁh.be concludee that}small sized houses predomi-
nate in all the three types- the maximum concentation being in the
small typed thatched houses. As regards &o large houses also thatched
houses predominate. Single roofted tin sheeted houses are seen more
extensive than the Assa-m Type ones .But¥hat—we have Seenhere—is—the

present nerms of heuvsing in-the state, According to the NSS-44 round
survey ,in Ry chatched houses with bamboo,reeds or strow walls

constitute about 75'67% + whieh in our compact area we have found (Fariré
& b~ 73'6%. This is not very different dg;ir%hat of Assam. Thatched houses

with straw -walling and kutcha floor are not only less comfartable

but alseo beesming less hyglenlc and costly in the long run.In gke

Table No. 4'2'2. W& have the g@%trlbutlon of houses, VErisge=wise.

in
In Barhelasha Village we have 54 houses both small and large

against 30 householdsg InDahudi there are 45 houses of which 35 are
small sized ané 10 large sized for 30 households, in Ghilajari alto-
gether there are 93 houses- 63 Small and 30 lange 3dgainst 47 house-
holds, in Lokhapur there are two houses one for each size against one
household,in Kheluwa 13 households have 24 housegznd.
sized and 7 large sized and in Kaikati -12 households have 37 hvuses

of which 23 are small and 9 large.,So we see that the highet number of
houses per family is in Kaihati i.e.2.67 houses and the smallest ave-
rage of 1'5 is found in Dahudi. From the Table we ctv“}”déﬁearﬁ
that only thatched houses are there in Lakhapur;BofR@s=@==s=mag Whereas

in all other Villages all the three Types of houses are found.In Khelu-
wa ?nd Ghilajari)Assam Types houses are comparatively more and in Dahugt
#%rcomparatively more singled rected tin sheeted houses are seen.

Cont—- - - =29
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Size of rooms of three Types of houses :-

|

In Table No. 4'2'3 we have shown the Total members of
rooms of the different types of houses, with the Total areas,average
floor per room and no of rooms per house.

Table }'EOn 4.2-3:—

Total No.of rooms of the three types of houses,with to-
tal area are ,in sq.foot, floor area for zooms in sg.ft.and No.cf roo-
ms per houses.

Types of ! No.of ' No.of rooms ' Floor area ' Total area of
Besidence. | Rooms, per houses . | for rooms in ' the room in sg.foot.
1 t Sg.foot.
o1 2 ' 3 1 4
1 e
1.Assam Ty= ! :
1
2, Thatched ! ‘ ' .
3.5ingle ; :
roofied ¢ 64 ' 1.52 96 : 6144
with tin ! s
<oofing t !
(12x8) : ! '
Total. 411 1164 : = ; 37104
: — a1

The Table shows that é?rt?e 250 houses, there are altogether
411 rooms .The awverage no of room per hecuse is calculated to be 1,64,

The highest no of rooms are in Assam Types buildings, then comes the
thatched houses and the le=s is in the single roofed tin sheeted houses.
The total area of these houses is 37104 sq.ft.)ihe average floor area per
house being 278'98. The average fdoor area per“oom is the hichest in the
Assam Type building,which is followed by the sinagle roofed Hin sheeted hou-
ses. Thatched houses have the smallest size ner room .

The households may have more than one house per family.Generally
the big houses-either #f Assam Type or thatched are occupied by a single
family each ,while each family may have more than one houses of all the
Three Types (The data in this coumt have been collected but due to pems —
city of time for processing ,it could not be shown in separate Tzbles.

Cont—= = — =31
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Kitchen Houses :-

The households have their own kitchen.In the simrle house-~
holds, 103 or 77'44% of them have kitchens within the main building-while
30 or 22'56% of them have sparate kitchens.

In Table No.4'2'4: Villagewise Types of kitchens used are

given.
Table 4.2.4: Types of kitchens used Villagewise.

: 3
Kitchen., Barhelasha! Dahudi.] Ghilajari ;Lokhapuril Kheluwa,Kaihati.Total
:

1 1

i |
' : 1 |
WitHin the, ' : :
] housg% 27 (90) ; 28(93.33) 34(72' 34) - 5(38'46) !9(75)163
" : AL = / : (77144)
Separate ! 3 (10) ‘ 2(6'67) , 13(27*66) : 1(100)8(61-54)'3(25)30
kithen- 1 ; i ]
' : ’ ; ' - (22.56)
J 1 : ! ! ]
Total. }$30(100) 30(100) 47(100) ' 1(100) 13(100) 12(100)133
é : 1 : : t  (100)
' : _ 3 :

In ke Village Barhelasha nine-Tenths.of the households have no
Separate kitchepfwhite in Dahudi 93.33% ef—them have no separate kitchen,
in Ghilajari 27.66% of—them have sepafate kitchen,in Lokhapur all have
separate kitchens, in Kheluwa more than six-tenths have kitchen of such
Type,while in Kaihati three-forth have no separate kitchens,

As regarqs to availability of drinking water and sanitary latrines-—

we have g&#ep—+hen nJeﬁ£—¥&%%age~5us¥e_-re;nzi£ in chapter-3,

House sites for the landless rurallboor:-
[}

Special component plan uncer the M.N.programme has been imnlemented
in the compact area from 1976. Till date 28 such housesites ef—the measuzes
of i 1 &g to 1 Bigha have been allotted to them with a provision of house

=

ing mayxke materials, for Assam Type building.Besides in 1976 they landless
S.C.people of the area ha#egﬁﬁgﬁ'provided with 103 bighas-e¢f Khas landQ?ne
Bigha per familf§
Saction- 2 :~-
Sub-head-2:~

Cperational landholding of the surveyed households r—$he—esmm=c
area, Cont- -~ =32
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We know that land is an immovable property of the hcouse-
holds which gives them not only their permanent residential authority
but agso-ltqu%es them their economic stirengph in may different ways,
Land is not only a means of production and earning to them, byt altso
1tfg?%es them the necessary moorings for being a member of a society.

As we have often mentioned that these S.C.people have
little landed property.But some amount of land of different *ﬁnures are
possessed by them. In the compact area)all lands are under the ryé%iary
tanure system hoiéing—+the lends either in periodic Patta ,or yearly
patta or in Touzi patta.from Table No. 4.2.5: we see that the 133 sur-
veyed households as a whole possess 142 bighas of land, the average
size of land holding is estimated to be 1407 bighas@f th##- 142 bighas
of land, 98 bighas or 69'07% of the total area 67 %he periodic patta
lans 34 bighas or 23.94 % are,yearly patta laad and the rest 10 Bighas
or 7.04% are Touzi patta land,

Table No. 4.2,5:-

Operational heldings of the patta land of surveyed

households (in bighas).

1.Periodic patta.

¢ 98

P. C.to i
the totall

s
2,yearly patta.! 3.Touji Patta. l};,Total.

1
34. ¢ 10 _ A4e

69 .01% 23194% 7 .04% 100

B Y ey

R

Average : 1 . :
Operatio-| 0.73 0.26 i S : e
nal hol- ¢ —° = . : .

ding per |
family.

1 1

e L L
.

1
I
1
=

The average size of holding per household pattawise~
are as follows :— 0'73 bighas of periodic pnatta, 0.26 bighas of
yearly patta and 0.075 kighas of Touji patta,

In Table No.4.2.6, we have shown the landholdings
used as cultivable and homestead land.
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Table No.4.2.6: landholding used as cultivable and homestead land

- g e =, <

) \
Cultivable land. E Homestead land. : Total.

i 5

T Ui 69 ) 142
P.C.to the! : !
Total. [ 51.41% 48 .59% , 100

= f

1 '

i : '
Average Ared gins 0.52 E 1,07
per househgld., b :

[ =1 =1

ot

E g e % 0f 142 bighas

of land, 73 bighas are used for cultivation and ‘the rest 69 bigha$,as

homestead.Average area per household of these Two Types of land is
0.55 bighas and 0.52 bighas respectively.

In Table Ne. 4.2.7. we have shown the areas under proci=
die, yearly and Touji patta land used as cultivable and homestead,
f

Table No. 4.2,7.operational holding of patta land in 1992-93(Cultive-
ble (C.E) and Homestead (HS).

Periodic Patta land. H Yeariy patta land, Touji I Total.

, * Patta lnad, '!
;3

(CL)Cultivable Homested, CL. H.S. 1 CL. H.S., Ta
(1.5). f : :

51 47 : 22 12 10 142
J t
P.C. 35'92 38,10 /'  15.49 8.45 7.04
' \ 1
Average ? ' s
area 0.38 0,33 - 0.11 0,08 $ 807
per family. ' i 5
- L U

2 Lesd

Hore from we see that no Touji Patta land is used as cultivable land

and So all the Touji patta lands are used as homestead.other Two types

of patta lands are used for both the purposes.ef-course, “fhe average

size of periedc patta land for cultivation and homestead are found more

thah three or four times respectively of those of the yearly patta land.
The operational landholding used and occupiec by the surve-

yed households have generally been classified into five different catego-

ries. These categoiies are 1 land owned in mame and possessed,2 land



owned and possessed but not in name.i&and owned in the form of Touji
land>$f.land owned but not possessed,and 5 land possessed but not ow-
nedy The first category of land are the most common form that people
have &#and .In the compact area;the surveyed households have 61 Bighas
of such land which constitute about 42.97% of the Total land area of
142 bighas.

The second category of land is that type of land which is
legally purchased g?é%fﬁggbistiﬁiign,but'the name of the purchaser is
not included in the 'citha' through a mutation case.In this compact
area aSﬂme4ﬁH&%4m&uLin—éﬁé"Table No.4-2.8) the sample households have
20 bighas of such land which constitute about 14% of their land J2&82=¢%

The third category of 1§ nd is the touji land- the area of
which possessed by the h6:§seholds is only 10 bighas or abo ut #3%
7% =@ExEKEER of their total land.
Table No.4.2.8:

Distribution of operatiomal land holdings according to

the different Types of possession and own=rship.

Land owned |Land owned ! land owmed! land owned: ' kand possessed.y Total
in name and'end posse—, in the for+ but not thut not owned.
possessed. ﬁpws ssed , mof Touji} possessed,
jbut not in  land. g :
_hame, L ' ' ;
1 ’ 2 ; 3 y 4 : o} 1 6
T 1 1 e
61 | 11" 190 . Lic Sohes : 23 t 142
1 T 1 1
1 1
( 42.97) 1 (14.08)i( 7.64) (19.72) t (16.20) ' (100)
H 1
1 1
: :

L)
!
1 1
' 1
1
'

Nete :~ Figures in the brackets are P.C., tc the totals,
The fourth category of land is that Type of land which
is in his name in the land record book i.e., citha,but not as yet being
able to keep it under his possession.In the six Villages of the compact
area, the sample s.c.households have as high as 28 bighas of such land
. which constitute about 19.7%. of their iatal(and area.Such land does not
give benefits except a mental satisfaction of land possession,

And the fifth category of land is just the opposite of
the fourth Type of land.It is possessed by the house holde F@i the po-
ssessors are not the legal owner of the land. The housekcld%hcve 23 big-
has of such land which is to constitute about = 16'2% of their total
land area. ’ Cant~ = = =35
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Possess altogether 50 bighas of land. these 50 bighas of land}23
bighas are owned in name and also possessed, D bighas each in the

2nd and 4th categories of lanq77 bighas in the fifth C»teqory and

10 bighas -in the 3xd category.

Here we see that the Feuji land of 10 bighas are all posse-
ssed by the landless i.e. LL.NMarginal aand holding or M.,L.catedgories
of households who possess land generally in between 3 bighas to 7
bighas and the number of which being only 5 have 2 total land area of
23 bighas ,@f these land, 13 bighas are owned in name and possessed,

3 bighas each wnder owned but not in nameand omned but not possessed
respectively. 4 bighas owned but posséssed landifa’cluded in this 23
bighas of land .There are only 2;;mall landholding category i.e.SL.
who possessed 11 bighas of land\@Ff these 11 bighas distribution of
whiek is in dé?ending order from first category to the last one.¥ Yp
to this the number of households has been seen—decreasing from LL to
ML then to SL.But the number of Big lancholding householids is seen in~-
creasing slightly to 3 and the dand area in their operation is also
seen increasing to 58 bighas i.e.the biggest area in their possession
which constitutes about 41%.0f the ¥otal 3and areas,0f these 58 big-
has, 20 bighas are inglsi.cagegory, 9 bljhcf??ﬂ the second categery,
18 bighas in 4th category and. 11 in 5th cagegory. The Big landholding
households have no Touwji land.

Here—from this We see that the big landholders have as
high as 58 bighas or 19.33 bighas per family, whereas the average
size the othex households are 0,51 bighas ,for the LL,4.6 bighas

for the M.L.5.5. bighas for the SL.Another important point tc be

noted here that the 3 categorjes of land-not in name,awned but not
nocssessed and not owned bufnossessed in the list of operational hold-
ings of the big households constitute,much bigger proportions thant@e
have seen amcng PKe other landholding households, # : s —

40{“96

3.INCOME OF THE S.C.PEOPLE IN THE COMPACTA SHEA.

Aggregate income of a society, for a particular peried
of timeD_eflects the cuxrrent economic activities oefﬁformed yTich Te~

: - it .It is generally assumed
; g
that ﬂ'hxgher Level of aggregate income, hther the standard of living

Cont- - —~ 36
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dJlLA
of the people znd therefore more the economic welfare, The stage of
development of the societly is clSO renresented by the higher Level of
income.But the a;gregate income alone ¥ rnot z»- measure the welfare,

ez o = P W W B el [N o
L~ S s L NS N S T T P

Y.
So in the compact area of our concern we are to find out the aggregate

=

calulating the
aggregate income,the economic cenditions have been ascertained by the-
1r level of income.The I.R.D.P.model hape has been followed .We have

T M}a S~ V. LA —
the az;ﬁan_&peewe Villeagewtse and S.C. communlty wise,in the adjoining
Table No. 4.2,10 pxssented bolew Feem 1he Nos 4. .We see that

annual income of &he income =reus—of-above %.11,000/— and the average
household income of them is estimated to be B:.30,000/-~ per annum. The
restQ310 households or 82,7f79 of #ko total have income less than Bs.
11,000/- per annum,and these poor households have been classified into
four classes)as has been shown in Table No.4.2.10 on the basi§ of their
i i i ﬁﬁ;éée—igzzgiéhgmn
annual income .These classification hé§2g39n~shcwn i in
@

I.R.D.P., Booklets published by D.R.D.,A. kamrup,Gawshati Of +h=e house-
holds ywho are said to be poor, 7 or 5. 26% of—the—tetal—heuseholds are
sa&a-%a_be—extremely poort— cestltutes% 10 or 7.52% are slightly better
than the destitutes -but very muer—poor, 61 or 45.86 % are very poor
but not so poor as the other two ?casseskgze, and 32 or 24.06% are poor.

of the 133 households surveyeﬁjonly 23 or 17.29% of the total have an

As we hesve—shown ,fhese 133 households, have a Total
population of 75%}of which 669 are Namosucdra, 59 are Hira and the rest

2% are Kaivartaéas . &) = R

2 ' ul : —ita ] = -
os—+theecemoact sves, in this bhasis ,B%r capita,income of 2ll S.C.house-
holds is calculated to be Bs., 2102.39 only. This is much less than the
present per cazpita income of the state.

3 £ : fhree Vill-
ages namely Dahudi,Khilajari,and Kaihati have an average per household
income hicher than the proverty indicator level of 11000/- as per
I.R.D.P.norms.Here per capita incomes of these Villages are estimaied

Cont= = = =
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TTHARLE No. 4. 2. 10,
CoMMUNITY WisyE <crAs=saf
SURVEYED HOUSEHOLT AccoRDINE TO ANNVAL
INeonyE  LENEL.

lcatioN of THE &.C

Income categories. Namusudra. Hira, Kaivarta. Total incidene
with average house with agoregate
hold income, ineome of the
QIGL.-;"S.
1.Extremely poor
. 0-4000/- - S : : 20000;~
(%:.4000/-)
2. Very much poor 9 - = 10 55000/~
R, 4000/-6000/-
(%.5500/-
3.Very poecr
.6000/-85600/- ‘55 5 1 61 48000/~
(s000/-)
4, Poor %.8500/11000/- 28 3 1 32 320000/~
Rs. 10000/-)
'5, Rich above
%.11000/~ 20 2 1 23 690000/~
(30,000/-)
Total House hold. 118 11 4 133
Aggregate incecme in Bs, 1393500 135500 52000 1581000
Average income in Bs, 11809.00 123008

12318.00 13000 11887.00
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to be B, 1947'67, B, 2450.57, and Bs. 2174'24 respectivsly-5n three
other Village Barhelocha Lokhapur, and Kheluwa, these per capita inco-
mes?f?kﬁ862.57, Rs. 1600.00 and B, 1753.33 respectiv&%ffeﬁ theix il s
seepn—that The per monthg per capita incomes of these Villages are only
155.21 in Barhelosha, RB. 162,31 in Dahudi, %. 204.21 in Khilajari , M,
133.33 in Lokhapur B, 146.11 in Kheluwa B, 181.19 in Koihati 3%._lejng_

ale ! 4
sent e rTeture et tke e =

- —_— = 5 iag 3 - G ‘1_

- iTicome wi eSS —tharn—=s 00,00 per mgash—e€ould 1o Te SeET
livelihot — :
Gneeme structure, Fhe p051t10n is only some what.ﬁéEEEEEaCnory in vi-
llageGhilajar i and Kaihati and worst in the wvilla ge Lokhapur,

Of the thr ee co-mmunities, the economics conditicbmn 1s seen

to be best among the kaivarttas , then comes to the Hissl« Hiras and
the worst is among the Namasudra fa milies,

dhkgsrerga-tex-expexnditurey txERoughwexsfbexnruseax

Aggregate expenditure:— Theush We often use IXe aggregate

and per caoiga income as. %gg measure of the economic position of the
people 2% the standard of lé#dving of the society is better mea-

sured by the aggregzte QXﬁenﬁiture and per capita expenditure. 5
we analysis tk erent compenents, then we can

assess the over cll economic welfare of the peop1e. The following Tab-
le will give us an_idea on expenditure of the o.S.s%mple households
Here In the-TebleNe—4:2:11, =3 - ditu
wise we have aéé?%g;—;:égchn;q_#ﬁiﬁ—wwich the %UaPLlflps of commodities
either purchased or self-produced éé@f consSumpiion e=—esikes
expenditure ., Then Tthe quantities have been multiplleﬁ by the average

of market prices, prevailedWuring the year or-an—impuyted—vaive has
b:an_ia*gg_iv:_nrnnq for self-consumntion. A& E toencs

of the-itvems a¥re calculatad; Fremthis lable o425+t on itemwise ex-

i - . Wakee that the total expenditure of the 133
S.C.house holds was B. 1962494'00 or average pgr household exmenr1ture Wi
is—ealculated $e- ke B, 14755'59 sné? the per capita ey«endltureﬁa 2609.70
He:e~w@~ﬁeeﬂ%£%¥f%§e pefcapita exoenc1ture ya much higher than the per
capita income of B, 2102.39. The excess of expenditure over income has
been met either by borrowing or by self-production;aé which data the
house holds did not submit.

r (a
:



Table No. 4.2.11:~

Ma jor itemwise expenditures of the sample househol-
ds in the compact area,made in 1992-93,

Major items Expenditure in Rs. Percentage of

expenditure.
1. Food items, 1381994.00 70.42 of the total
eXp.
1. Cereals and ;

Vegetables. 972123.00 70.34 % of Food exp.
2, Meat/fish/milk. 160200 .00 11.59% Ay
3.. Sugar and

beverages. 38376.00 2.78% b
4, Salt. 9578.00 0.69% 3
5. edible oils, 80190 .00 5.8% e
6. Feels. 88743400 6.42% 3
7. Cofismetics. 32784.00 2.37% +y
. Clothings. 2,52,000.00 12.84% of all expenditure.
3. Festivals. 61,000.00 3.11% Eil
4. Medical. 92,800 .00 4,73% S
5. EC.UCation- 62,000 -OO 3.16% L)
Capital expenditures:-
6.Livestack, 64,000 .00 3.26% L
7. Seeds and seedling$f11700.00 0.60% rs
8. Construction. 37,000.00 1.89% v

Total. 19, 62,494.00
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Of the Total expenditures, the households spent 70.42% _
of the Total on food items.Of the food expenditure 70.34%4§¢3£§3%‘Jkkk
fage—expen 2 70.34% of these YL T8RS coreals and vegetables,
11.59% on meat, fish and milk,2.78% on sugar and beverages, 0.,69%
on salt, 5.8% on edible oils, 6.42% on fuels including kerosine,

2,37% on consmetics. The houscholds s;ent:12.84% cf all egxpenditure
en clothes, 3,11% on festivals and shraddas, 4,73% on medical trea-
tments, 3.16% on education, .The househld b= Spent 5.75% of the
expenditure on capital assets like, livestocVs, seeds & seedlings

m

nd residential construction. On ifems whieh. are notlpezely consum-
ption, the total expendituge had beenrseen to Be 23.8 5%

From this we can see that Total Consgﬁption expenditure
O as high as 81.1% of the Total expendliture. Education expenditure
is now regarded as a2 long term Gapital investmentySo canital oy pen-
diture of the S.C.hguseholds is aliout 8.9% For a scciely where asset
Maintenance and accéEmulaticn is as'“lew as this much, we can not
expect the rate of growth to be sUfficient enough te catch the high
ups of the society.#ﬁzpebt Eurden of the S.C.households?aFf the 133
househclds surveyed only w3 Ol e Bewa vernzted borrowings to the
Tune of M. 71090.00 omiy, the average per indebted household debi buing
is M. 5468.46. Of these 13 household57_12 of them have borrowed S.C.
loan for starting Businesswahd net making from the Pragjyoﬁ}shlﬁoan—
lia Bank Sclmara braneh. Of the total loan sanctioned to them amounti-
ngph. 1,02.,700,00 3Wk. 58750.00 £5%%t111 to be repaid .0f fhese 12 ]
loans4 8 yggﬁﬁéd‘am Term and 4 qﬁg short term keems, The loans Hg%gﬂ~4*
arr interest rate of 12¥ per annum,0f these loans, R3,19,150,00 kas Y

been sancticned to the parties.- concerned as suﬁgzgidies by the

Covernment and the margin money was R. 3000.00.

The second Type of loan has_bsen_;e;;ewed—by
an employee of the SQE.IﬁpiSpUI branch.andgﬁas 522§3@ed two loans —

from the sats sranch—of S.B.T.0ne as advance and the otker as bu- -

siness loan. The rate of interest was sived a% 11% and the amewnt
stg ko Adegratid
of repayment &gﬁig ke—mmde from his salary.

i



CEHAPTER-V
Social Milieu of the S.C.Households
SECTION-I

Social Status of the S.C.People in the compact area,

The term'social status' xx® is—eaTerm which-3is commonly under-
stood as a state of condition of a People in the broad p¥8spective of
the society,It is a relative s e not an absolute one, which can not
be-quantified. It is~%he_siaie_g£ﬂa-Peep£34%f§§hu§§uzx!tg how they
are generally regarded by the other People of the society in—the midst
of—the-—society apnd how they regard themselves in the midst of the
society.So whenever we are to discuss the social status of a group
of people,say for instance, the scheduled caste communities of our
society, we have to see hodithe people of these communities are rega-
-rded and respected hy other groups of the society -Say the spper raxke
castes communities like the Goswamies, the Brahmins,the Kayasthas,the
Kalitas,the Keots,and others,accept them in the social gaférings — R
ﬁp religions,cultural,literary or others-and how these communities acze
behav®ng themselwes in such gatherings.

It is the general feeling of almost all that the S.C. Ggggdsh
upities like the Namosudras,the Hiras and the Kaivarttggt;§;7looked
down upon by others in such social gathering.Even in Private meets
aXse they are bgﬁzﬁéé in f%ﬁaymanner.ﬁut‘what is Peculiar im shis
that these communities ame~often seegti%zgiﬁé'the social distance
bgiﬁggﬁfthEmselves in shﬁ%iEFFmShner,as other high caste people are
doing to.them.

But ewepn—<ihen there is a continuous apd—evenan evolutoonary
Frend of change in the attitude of the People both in an extrovert
or introvert way.This trend of change in them is seen almost in all
respects.The high caste people uses rto behave these S.C. people almost
at par with themselves.Ths feeling of untouchability in betweeh the
people is almost becoming absent.All these changé in the status have
been besause—ef thechange—that—3$s<¥aking place after independance

in the following spheres of life,

1,.Education

2.Uccupational diver sification

3.Economic conditioﬁg)and standard of 1living

4.,Social interaction between the high caste and the S.C.People
5. Impact of new religious favour

5



As regards the improvements both inteasiveand—extensive in educ-
cational e wle,it can be said that priow to independence
in the compact area)only a few L.P.Schools haéfﬁggﬁ there and at pre-
sent there are a large number of educational institutions}inCluding one
H.5.5chools and one degree College.This shows the changg inthe level
ofqlii2racy,aQQ‘gggggiiQDJ&hnathhéaJwb-have—&iseusseézgﬁ_chapier-II
aas—2, . Mz,
ecause of this achievementg in the level of educatﬁong there

éﬁﬁ?&% in the outlook ofa%he People-beoth—osr—he olher easte

e

7

-

lves.In other worq%
we can say that achievemenis in educatiqp is the prime mover in their

- b)h u”‘ F'{w‘_é 3 - e -
social status.Economic status-F i gt diversification of

their occupation and Employment oppotunltles.}égtﬁiﬁl%e—beqa functions

of the educational 2evel that an indivicdual is—a=ehieving.The special
§m1v1leges confnxred on them by the var 1ous.central and state scheres
e G = ‘* r‘:- S _'_- _d—-?

-‘.mw )
5ﬁdwlf~ihe_lﬂﬁlgiiﬁﬁiéhﬂxﬁ_mﬂIeaeubﬁa%ﬂé—ﬁﬂé—Iftei&&?eﬁt So better the

woll b +
educational levels of the S.C.Pecople gze,more opoor una&~th3¥f5éeeme

Their-stapndard—ef 1iving rises similarly,.ss eé“setu
They easily understand the ¥enets and thoughts Propogated by the

neo—-religious organisations like the Sankar Sangha,Krishna Guru Missie
@R
on etc, And we know that a better spiritual knowledge c;aid easily

dispel the inhibitions- a—lewe® caste stigma camhe¥e.So our content-
ion that ecucation is the Prime mover of t 2rese y social status

of the S,.,C.Feople - particularly in the compact area,

Social interation ﬁ%ﬁﬁggt the different communitios is also undergoing
a—senlinpgus change;&gfzn earlier days ethey are not to remain igola-
ted from the other people. Tn the schools and Colleges,in the market
places,in the social cultural noldtical meeting§5§xxxgn aﬁifiﬁgﬁﬁggﬁer

are to mix together without any kigh caste o;jighwgééie—ﬁee%iﬁg—and

%e—an interaction in_beiweeﬁ aﬂhees—&nha feeling of oneness and so—e%
equality 5ifﬁguﬁlthgm IéE;é:igsH%he-Sanvkal;+ihe_ihgu§h%a—aaé—ae$&ens
oﬁ—%ham_allﬁa:e_seen_mau1ng_1nFsame—e&;eci;onTAnd_soﬂihg—£ee%éag—of

dD1LlY o

So we have to look intc how these different factoxt are
affecaing the S.C. people in our COmpact area. 1o test these hypothe-
sis saméﬁgﬁggzégive quations have—been asked as—foitiows.'

{ 4



Sub jective assessment of status :- .1 Attitude towards three
classes-Upper,middle and stag®® quo.

ko tho cempact area at the time of our investigation we have pul

certain subjective Questions to assess Oyt their social status.Most

of the Questions were asked zbout respondents evaluation of B his
social position.The most important Question was whether the respon-
dent felt that he had attained an equal sccial status with these of
other communities having equal educational Qualification and econo-
mic status.The reSpondents’repl@yhgggfgeén classified into three -
feeling of 2n upper class, a middle class and of status quo.The foll-
wing Table No.5.1.1, will bespeaksebedt the subjective fesling of the
responsents in this regard.
TableNo.5,1.1
Sub jective attitude of the tespondenis with different
levels of education,

Educational |[Feeling of |Feeling of |Feeling of Total
level an uppercl-la micdle status guo
sS ! class
. A
1,I11iterate 4 A | 79(100) | 79 (100)
2 .Primary o 3(11.54) 23(88.46) 26 (100)
Level
3.Secondary 2(8:33) ! 4(16,67) 18(75.) 24 (100)
Level
4 . Higher edu- 4(160) = - 4 (100)
cational Levii
el ‘
Total T 6(6.57) 7(5.26) 120(90.23) 133 (100)
i .

From the Table we see that 6 & 4.51% of the Total 133

heads of the households have been found developing a feeling of upper
el

caste mentalit QA%& these six persons are educated persons y 4 of Rew
which_afeﬂFosségging higher educational Qualifications.It,therefore



in

nine-Tenths of

MJL’LW
implies that higher the—educational level o:—%herf%e%Feeﬁ&e thoy the

become more enlightensad and so a feeling of uﬁﬁ%r social strauum is
developed ia—%hem. Slmllarly out of 133 famllles seven heads—sf—+them
'Qf 5,2@%?}f—%ﬁe—t@$&i are found educated possessing either primary
education or secondary education and all of them think that they are

the middle of the socizal strata - not low as earlier
been looked at in the society. The rest 120 families or
the fotal still feel themselves to be as

they have

more than
low as they

were.®f these 120 familes f79 af—<hem are quite illiterate,23 of them
have primary education and ten -secondary education.lheir attitude
#owards social status is ramaiming unchanged anc ?efrr to maintain

theix status qus.Here we see

that all

the 1lllter1tes are of this

opinion,while all the highly educated are feelim elevated te-—be at
hicher sogial echelone,.So education has resulted in an improvement
of social statuse

Attitude towards change of social and economic status :

We have again asked them another Question tc find out their

feeling of improvement of their social and economic status in recent

times1in comparison ui%% the earlier or Preindependence period.Here
also respondents reply has been classified into four point.rating
scale-viz improved a great deal,slightly improved,indifferent and
deteriorated. The following Table No. 5.1.2 b&5 showfl this ratings
very distinctly.

Table

No. D12

: 8atings of the social position in

recent time according to the ecducation-

al levels.

Educaiional |[improved a slightly indifferent |Deterie [Total
level great deal improved ated

Illiterate 35(44,30) | 39(49.37)' 3(3.80) 2(2.53) (79 (100)
Primary 14(53.85) | 11(42.31)| 1(3.85) = |26 (100)
Secondary 18(75.00) | 5(20.83) | =(4,17) = 124 (100)
Highly edu- 4(100) - - - l 4 (100)
cated

Total 71(53.38) | 55(41.35).! 5.3,76) 2(1.5) |133 (100)

Note:~- E&gqu in the btackets are percentages to the total.



hea s -
From the Table we see that#71 families iye;—cheir—heads feel

that their present position is improveds Of the52$75 heads .of the
families 35 of them are illiterate, 14 are having prémary education,

18 seconéary education and the rest four are having higher education.
Here we see that higher the level of education,high®#€ proportions

of the groups aze feeling sveh elevatddn.But in case of the next cate
egory of people who thinks that the trend is just the opposite of$he
first-one.Heme 55 heads of the 133 households feel only like this,

And out of this 39 or 49% of—the group—teotal are illiterates, 11 Or
42 ,31% of-the group are of promary standard and 5 or 20.83% again
of—the-conserned-greup are of secoundary level.,No highly educated
person féels like this.b heads e the 1336485 are seen to be indi-
fferent their present socizal position.They even lehot like to
respond to ‘kk® +the question asked.Again this 5 heads are almost
proportionately distributed E%ﬁﬁﬁgg'the first three categories.But
what is astonishing is that 2 illitexrate heads of the families think
that their social and economic positien ape cempazatively deterioratae-
ing
s Attitudes of thgsg?ﬁ}EI&ntEE;¥ei—gf educational categories
towaxrds theiggtaghs

; hor<ud

It is,of course fell that the S.C.People of-—the~ecempact—ares—having
the same educational,socizl and economic tﬁgiii s axdiiBierFin case

ef the higher caste people,e2re seen—in caseof the higher—eeste—peop~-
le,are feeling themselves psychologically inferior -as if they are
not treated a?bar. To test the hypothesis, Cset of subjective @uest-
-ions bggLﬁseﬁ asked.first one was whether the respondent ﬂmhd them
selves execluded from the social group to which they feel their occ-
upational and economic status entitle them.The response of ithem has
presented in the following Table No.5.1.3

Table No.5.1.3 Feeling of the respondents about the exclu-
sion from the social group to which they should belong in the comp-
act area.



Educational Response category

level Yes  [Vixed Ne: . | - lotak
feeling

Illiterate 13(16.46) |10(12.66) 56(70.88) | 79 (100)

Primary | 6(23.08){ 4(15.38) 16(61.54) | 26 (100)
|

Secondary 3(12.5) | .. 8(33.33) 13(54.17) | 2.4 (100)

SEXANBE

Higher educa- | 1(25. ) 2(s0, ) 1(25. ) 4( 100)

tion

Total 23(17.21] 24(18.05) g6(64.08) | 133 (100)

Note :- Sigurs in the brackets are percentages to the total

From the table it becomes clear that
independence a large —-® segment compx
people ¥hink that they are still
people to which they should actually belcng

ing
exel

as—yel 47 years after
about a sizth of

ed from that social group of

the S.C.

according to their ocec-

upation and economic status. Ihese_wh&—feei—irﬁe thés—&ne%ederbath

thirds of the toatl deo not sub.scribe tc this idea,while another

about asixth & think in a mixed

Fattern.Here also we see that the

illiterates and mneducated S.C. People are found less inclined to
think that they are still excluded from ?ﬁg”érOup of people,

Ioet—as lipset and Bedix have put i‘i " a person who raises
his occupational status will normally seek zlso to raise his social

status.But such relationships can also be disjunéé}ive)in

the* sense

thatﬂthe_same individual mey simultaneously occupy several positions
whik which are not An individual may acquire a high occupational pos-

ition,yet find himself Socially ostracised because of his family back-
ground.Similarly our date also indicate that 15,52% of the educated

hands of the-fbtal,who

opined thatkif the scheduled castes hdwe im—

, ) 1 ol
srovest their occupatienal and economic Position,swen—*hem they do not
get the same social status im—seetedy as is given to members of hig-
her castes becamse of their lowly social origin.



In this regard we may also mention the remarks of Suneile Malik
that" As the Socio-econcmic Egpditions of the Scheduled castes improve
they tend to disxociate from their own caste groups, because, on khe
one hand, the indiwidual improves his Socio-economic cenditions throu-
gh his-individual achievemenis, where as on the other hand, the status
of the group to which he belongﬁ&emains the same and as a result,he
tends to dissociate: rom his own caste group" ?.

Thus this educated section of the S.C, people feel that tgre
improved educational and occupational status of the S.C.,People has
not xeceived adequate recognition in the society,

The second guestion asked to them was : Do you think that in
ordinary social intercourse, an educated member of the Scheduled
castes haahhéén treated as at par with a high caste member having the
same educational qualifications ? Against this guestion, the responses
were recorded in a four points rating scale. The result of this is
presented in table No. 5.1.4.

Table No. B5.1,4. : Social treatment of equally educated S.C,
people according to the respondents’ self-assessment in the compact

area,

Educational __ _Egggggéggts’qgsgss;agt _______

level. i BT W AR R e e

__________ 1 __Always |JMost often | Sometime Never | Total.
Illiterate] 28(70.00)]35(58.33) 5(25,00) | 11(84.63) 79
Primary 8(20.00) }12(20.00) 4(20.00) | 2(15.38) 26
Secondary | 4(10.00) J12(20.00) 8(40.00) - 24
Higher ed- — 12 67) 3(15.00) = 4

Total 40(100)° 60(100) 20(100) 13( 100) 133

(%) (30.08) (45.11) (15.04) (9.77) (100)

From the above table it is seen that about three tenths of
the respondents feel that they are trehted equally anrd—with—the rest
TEatcEhegCaneitPessed@ always While 45.11% of them feel that they are i«
treated equally,mgstﬁeiéeﬂwbﬁ%-ﬁﬁtﬁaiways 15% of them feel that they
are treated equally only occasionally and the-rest about 10% feel that
they are never treated equally though they may have equal qualificatio-
n with the higher caste people. In case of the first category of
people, most of them are illiterate and we see that the level of edu-
catapm bgigb raised, their feeling of equality is seen eroded. In
case of the 2nd category of feelexs also, the result is almost same
as we—have—in the first category. In the third category no such trend

is observed in-between the category of educatiermsi—levels. In case of



fourth category offeelers,the illiterate constitute the bulf,

In analysing the Table in another way we see that most of the
illiterates feel that they are treated almost egqually with others of
equal educational qualification. Similar is the feeling with the
people with primary education level, But the educated ones with either
secondary or higher educational qualifications, do not feel this equa-
lity always, rather either mestoften or only sometimes, If is seen
that the feeling of the educated ones with secondary or higher educa-
tiona#ﬁualification isvgpe actual feeling, the illiterates feeling 4=
seemegd- to be imaginaryrbaseé ret on experiaence,

D' Souza in his paper entitled X Caste and Class" refers to the
much publicised status diserpancy between the white and the Negro
population in the Dnited States, It is observed that while class
stratification is found both among the whites and among the Negros,
given the same individual prepertions, a white person is ranked higher
than a Negro. The reason for the relatively fower status of the Negro,
in this case ,becomes obvﬁous)if we consider the fact that social
status of an individual is influenced not only by his individual
properties but also by the social status of the group to wchich he
belongsa

Similarly our data show that, given the same educational quali-
fications a scheduled caste persoqﬁeels that he is treated equally
with that of a high-caste one.,

Attitude towards the use of caste title :- It is & hypothesised

that as the socioc—economic conditions of the S.C, people ag¥xe improvéd,
they are sgbn prone Teo dissociate with their own caste g p. This is
said to be so psychologically developed ,because when the individuals
of the community have improved QCOnomicallyrzheir co.partners still
have to pull on with the old social position, s¢ a distinction between
the individuals and the caste group develops. So if he is to £f§g$§5fe
with his caste gyzagshe feels that, he L e
social position and as a result he tends to dissociate from his own
caste group.

To test the above hypothesis, the respondents of the S.C.
people in the compact area hanéfngéﬁ asked to state whether they
dfﬁﬂﬁilling to use their own caste litle against their names or not,
In the table No. 5.1.5. below we have classified the respondents inte
two categories namely positive seponse (yes) and negative response
(NO) .

Contd....}/9.
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Table No, 5.1.5. 3— Response classification on uses of caste

Title in|§§zes according to their levels of

; education,

________________ ,r__ﬂq____________a___________________h_T______.______“__
Educaticnal Response category Total

level = e e e e
_______________________ des i E e T
Tlliterate 70 (88.61) 9 (11.39) 79(100)
Primary. 20 (76.92) 6 (23.08) 26(100)
Secondary. 10 (41.67) 14(58.33) 24(100)
Higher edus _ | 1 (25.00) |} _ 3 A75.000, ¥ . __a100).

Total I 101 (75.94) 32 (24.06) 133(100)

Qur date in the table No. 5.1.5. shows that 75.94% use

their caste with the®fr names, wh11c remaining 24.06% do not., Ifwe

3 : s 3 donal
the lower the education, t§@ greater is the
tendency among the respondents te append their castes  to their
names., But as the level of =ducztion increases,the tendencyrio A
ake caste title with the names increaseswoxrdata, Thus are$n—accord
with our hypothesis that as the socio-economic conditions of the

scheduled CaELeS imp DTove, ﬂﬁév hesitate to declare their caste names -
-f-ch\-d-ﬂJ-‘-fl
tka“ceeféifaf discussions with the scheduled caste ceo*le
some of the educated members pointed out that they did not like to
use their caste names,because if they w o, the o of the
i L
people would change and they would look down upon them as inferiors.
Thus it is seen that most of the educated people he51qtavaf
to identify themselves with caste grouoFea:;ng—%ha%~%hetf—suc:al
pos' i W 1
their names,
But on the other hand illiterate and the less educated ones
are always in favour of ®wsing their caste t:tie~wrth~the&r names ;
el he
because they do not want to hide their caste they are seen
more caste conscious and like to display in thelr name and action

their caste identity with more wigour,

Untouchability :- In the following table No. 5.1.6. we have
shown the respondents’opinions about the prevalence of untouchability
in their society or not-

Contd..p/10.
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Tablg No. 5.1.6. Repensents classificatiogién prevalence of
untouchability in the compact area.

Egagigional Response category Total.
c Yes No Indifferent

Illiterate 56 71.79 20 43.48 3 33.33 79.

(70.89) (25.22) (3.80) (100)
Primary. 13 16.67 9 19.56 | 4 (44.44) 26

(50) (34.62) (15.38) (100)
Secondary. 8 10.26 15 32.61 1 . 11 24

(33.33) (62.5) (4.17) (100)
Higher 1 1.28 2 4,35 11111 4
education | (25.00) (50.00) |(25.00) (100) ot
Total 8 100,00 5(100) 9 (100) 33

58.65] 53.593 619 1360)
Sal ales oo SRS TR bel SVESY (1pF PR st s G s

(Note :— Figures within the brackets are percentages to the total)

From the table it is seen that 78 or £8.65% of the total, 133 Tespondents

. . ) . " w ne_v A
have opined that there—is—the prevele: £ unfouchablllty’?% some
Hgﬁd or other i mpa are=. 1hese pecple say that they have now

the right to enter the temples or the Namghars without any hindrance,r
Put sometimes the "™ EBiloni" (distributor) who generally belongs to
the Eusnamffﬁrahmin community,usz§h$§:e£¥g§ their share of * namaprasad'
without Touching the S.C. people and if somehow he/she fouches them,
they axe-sesm tak$hg bathg.Ascording—tethen~This particularly so in
the village of Kaihati. Of course this types of untouchability may be
. —oh Ko G o= N K F 3

CE%EG in case ofbfoods c@%%%a and distributed in a socio-religious
functions. In such functions the Brahmin cocks are engaged,though
sometimes distributor may be of different castes, But this type of
untouchability is also prevalent among the coggﬂfi!%gé of the S,.C

. : toilhos Preee o= oo
people themselves. They have social heirarchy Jjp themselves and they

SnShetnres . \Modbrielobill p

gen em m : . elf a—form ofurrtouch=
ab&%&%y.lgg?yan village Kaihati)ﬁira women do not take anythihg used
by Kaiwarttasor Namasudras,
In Kaihati village #1507, theform eof-untouchability thetis,

+ 3 " =+

.ﬁ

is gpd¥ restricted to the old aged Goswaniesrisn—this—siiieu The youm%th&
educated high caste Goswamis or Erahmins i?g not generally participattes
oé—eeatse—%he¥~aé3 not s=on revoliimg agesinst the system wdieh—should™
Ireve——reonm,.
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2eling that they are
old ones. Even they think
But the incidence of oppre-
ssion or of intense form of untouchcrlllLy here has not been recorded
at any time.

It is hoped that the feeling of untouchebility in and within the

society will disappear in the time to come when the old socizl guards
of the high casteszre gone and at—the-same tinme educatiion ie spreads

Efforts to raise social status :— After independence for improvement
of the socio-economic conditions and eradicating social stigna, many
efforts have been made by the Government through constitutional means,
And at the same time the S.C.People have also struggled to raise their
status in We caste hierarchy. The various efforts made by them for
the improvement of their socizl status are.
i) acquiring education and training.
ii) occupational diversification.

iii) improvement in economic status and standard of living,

I) Education :- weHhaue_dismxanxL4%mme—e%%ar%s—as—meﬁ%iened~by

ation e%—Seheéuéea—Casfes" S.C.Peonle are making
utmost efforts to give education tec their children so as to raise
their social status, They feel that with education, they and their
children will be able to secure betier employment seceupstions. There-
fore, they value education as an important determinant of social
status and in reality they have achieved a lot ,though many more a-e

still to be-dones b = A
ii) At temgt to discard traditional occupatiopn i-

Eﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁrents do not want their children to follow any
occupation$ which degrade their social status., A fairly large number
among the illiterate,primary educated and those with an education
either secondary one or higher one have mentioned that they are
making every possible effort to discard their lowly traditional
occupatioﬁﬁg
iii). Betiterment of economic status :-

The low economic position of the S5.C.people is partly resnon-—
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for their social degradation. Our data show that most of the educated
scheduled caste people are making attempts to improve their economic
statls and their standard of living so as to raise—their standerd

of livipe-seo-as %o raise their social status,gimilarly some of the
recent studies on castes have established the clese correlationg bet-
ween socizl status of the groups and economic conditions F.G.Bailey
alsc demonstrated a causal connection between these variazbles, $o
t%;&’social status of a group is dependent upon its economic
conditions, i B

iv) Adoption of the life-style of the highexjcastes . It 4s z2ise notic-

ed that these S. G+ peesle to raise their social status,are=dopties—
S e fa 0t TL ¢« peg o Ay ad)y s Codll aoumad
0 ertgino s S G = e —one——ofl

them, Similarly organising certain and cultural functions ,whith o=

have been organised eaf&ierjb the higher caste people)is also
becoming a cQﬁE&£3§3g%u;l:inE%§ﬁir life style. £ven Ynter-caste

3 . &, ghea 3§
marriage 1G~saen~enCdﬁ§%ﬁzéKa

c e E = = 5 i t—ahsent ,Adortien-of
Occupations like cultivation, {rade and industry, Tac
agsiaéaaﬁd-feéégéeus.servicestig?égép becoming more attractive
to them,

Thus in oder to achieve w higher status,they havgtgltereai>
thelr own sayef lifey?ga have taken more and more to imitating
the way of life of the upper-caste sfgg?ét.While analysing these
daﬁi?0eiiecied_ilﬁﬂ;xhe—sample Cemssetares we may ®Bere mention the @

twin concepts of sanskrifization and westernization put forward

by grinivas)to explain some featuret of religious,cultural and
social changes in India-§anskritization is the process by which

a ' Low' caste tribal or other groups, changes its cusioms,ritual,
ideology, and way of life in the direction of &;high and—freguentily
4dwice born caste. Senerally such changes are followed by a claim
to be at higher position in the caste hierarchy than that?ngdi-
tionally csncededi%grihe claimant caste by the local community.
Srinivas mentions,in the course ef hiseaiseussion that one of the
main functions of sanskritization is te bridge the gap between
secular and mituzl ranks. When a caste or a section of caste
achieveg secular power, it usually also tried to acquire the
traditional symbols-of high staztus,namely, the customs,rituals,

ideas,beliaefs and waysof life of the locally highest cestes“5
In our state of cenrse such sanskritisation has been initiated by

the great Assamese sainis Sankardeva,latibabdeva,Damodardeva and
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Harideva. And of course the process is still continuég and so—that
i - Blte—4 Y Y abser 1R am as is found in

‘eating a great seqigl impact fpr which old
and a new i§ez of resu-
matshya Gandhg, pargsara
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4 SECTION - II. &

Marriage Pattern of the S.C.People in the sample
egmpael area,

Traditionally the institution of marriage,in India as
well as in Assam)has ked—many peculiar characteristies, such as :-

i) Marriage at 2 low age and of the bride at a lower age.

ii) Marriage by arrangement in contrast to marriage by
mutual choice. :

1ii ).Marriage within the sub-caste group and-
iv) . Prohibition gn widow remarriage and divorce.
v).Social taboo th inter,caste marriage,
vi) Prohibition on marridge within certain Gotras, and
vii) Festivity at the timeWs¥F marriage.

In the social change that _is taking nlace at present,
fraditional values c marriage are, fast dying out. The modern prac-
tice of marriage is not the same as ordaimed by Hindu scriptures.

In ke modern times, there is a growing feeling of equality between
the sexes with more emphasis on the companionship f?pes of marriage
and family.This chapter is based on the assumption that the changes
in attitudes to these norms of marriage are brought about primarily
as a result of social mobility.It has been inferred that more and
more modern educated youths are hesitating to enter into nuptial co-
rd at the traditional lowexage at marriage for men and conseguently
also for women, It brings about a change in attitudes to inter-Caste
marriages. The traditional authority of the parents in the matter of
marriage of their children is passing gradually into the hands of the
children theéi}glves.ﬁocial mobility grants more freedom of choice in
marriage;jn the senge that it gives men and women some right to choose
their mates, And lastly it decreases opposition to divorce and widow
remarriage.

Thus the institution of marriage is witnessing a change
as a result of social mobility. To test the above menticned assump-
tions,.ﬂé =S5 the various aspects of marriage in order to findout
whether the attitudes of the S.C.people to these norms of marriage

show any change as a resuli of social meobility.

Cont— <« = =15
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The Present section II, of chanter V has ccovered the following
particular attributes.

1. Marital status :-

2. Age difference between husband and wife:

3A.Attitudes towards the intercaste marriage and -

B. Time/order of marriage.

4, Attitudes towards arranged marriage..

H. Attitudes towaxrds divozrce.
. Attitudes towards widow marriage.

6
7. Attitudes towards Dowry.

{64

. Family Plaining.

1. Marital status ;- Mazital status indicates whether a
person- a man or women is marrleu, marriageable,unmarried or widow

e . I g -
or W1dower or divorced. =te T > =1
MWH
the—p s 3ng. We have Presented the marital status of

the S.C.people of the compact area first as a whole in Table No.5.2.1,
and 2ndly caste-wise in Table No.5.2.2 and thirdly Villagewise in Ta-
ble No. 5.2.2.

Table-~ JPercentage distribution of sample population ¥abiexNesBxRss

Nb.5.2.1}by Marital status(of S.C.people in the compact area as a

wheole).
Marital Status.: Male | Female i Total.,
L B 1
1.Unmarried, i 243(56'78) | 130 (40'12 ! 373 (49160)
9. Marriageable; 42(9.81) | 38 (11.73) . 80 (10.64)
3. Married .1 139(32148) 1 141 (43152) ! 280 (37.23)
4, Widow re-ma-; b i 4 (1923) : 4(0.53)
rried. - 1 !
5. Nos of widowed 4(0'93) ! 9.(2.78) h 13- (1.73)
widower, t ; !
6. Divorced o = : 2 (0.62) ! 2 (0,27)
i : - S0
Total. , 428 (100) | 324 (700) P 792 {100)
(Note: Figures in the bracket are percentages Cont— —v= = = 16

to the Total).
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From the Table No. 5.2.1.

We see thaéfﬁ% the Total of 752 S.C. perSQns in the ccmpact area,only
299 persons or 39.96% are married fhough tbefﬂég;—ée Proent widewsd
or divorced.0f th2se299 persons, 143 or about a third of the Total ec-—
male asd N1B6 or 48'15% of the Total female surveyed population zre
marrised, So total unmarried population is 453 or 60'24% of the Total
S.C.population.Of this again 373 or 82.33% of the unmarrieds are said
to be minor aznd below the marriageable age amd tThe rest 80 or 17'66%
of them are marriageable .Again of the miners of 373,243 zre male and
the rest 130 are female. This shows the bredominance of the male and
below the marriageable age group, whexreas in the marriageable group-
the distribution between the male and female is almost equal i,e.42
male against 38 Female of the married category of people- the number
or the propertions of male and female persons are quite opposite,
Here the female marrieds predominate with more divergent character
istics, ©% the male marriag 139 persons are still,enjoying conjugal
life whlla 4 of them are w1dowevs. €f the 143 married males, 132 have
marrled once, while II of them married 2nd time.kay be some of them
are now widower.Similarly of 156 married women 141 or 90'38% of them
are still enjoying comjugal life,while 4 of them are memarried sfter
keing widowds, 9 of them are widow and two of them are divorced, Here
we see that remarriages of Both mal® and female have taken place,while
divorce is seenbidcase of female ealy,Agiin from the Table No.5.2.1.

Be see that out of 143 male married)ten or 7.19% of—them are marryimgl

not within the same caste group,while 133 have their arranged marri-
age within the same caste group.Again one peculiarity observed is

16
that of the surveyed women-no inter-caste marriage Eégzkplace.

In Table No. 5.2.2.we have Presented the marital status of
the different sample communities of the S.C.people in the compact area.
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We see in the above table No.5.2.2 that of the 669 Namasudra people,
376 are male and 293 are female §f the Total 669 population 267 or
39.91% are married, while 402 or 60.09% are unmarriecd.0f the married
2 are divorced,who are femeale only,11 are widowed,of which 8 are fe-
-male and 3 are male,and 4 zre remarried after being widowed.And the
rest 250 are married enjoying conjugal life «f them almost equal nu-
mbers are male and female,ff the unmarried persons— 331 are minor
below the marriagezble age.They constitute abeut 82.34% of the gro-
up ,of them again 213 or 64.35% are male and the rést almost a half.
35.65% are female.

Similarly of the 59 Total Hira Populafion 36 are male
and 23 are female ,4f these 59 persons 24 or 40,68% ef them are
married and the rest 35 are unmarried ,0f the married just equal
numbers are male and female,Again of these 24 married nersons,22
are married living with co-partners,while 2 of th“m&$100W9uq©f the
35 unmarried persons 26 or 74.29% are.of minorh?ge not warr*aseablefft
While 9 or 25,71% are marriageable.Again of the 26 minors, more than
{Wo thirds 1.2.69.23% are male ,while the rest are female,Here the
sex ratés amonyg the Hiras is seen to be more unequal thai prevails
among the Namosudras.But zmong the marriageables Sex rates is 500
per 1000 male -which is seen toc be quite different than of the Nama-
sudras where this is 972.22.

Ia—iheigggngaf—the Kaivarttas, these characteristics are

not all Present,bpf the 24 Persons of the community surveyed, the sex
ratys is here also 500 per 1000 male,ﬂmong these 8 persons, 4 male
and 4 female are married,MNo widowed are seen,wd - unmarried
46 persons which-cemsiiiute 66.67% ofthem are minors-pe—sarrisgeabie
persoss—npresent.But the rates of male and female is the most glaring
one i,e., 3:1.

Soc we see that the Kaivarttas have a better marital life
than ame=y the Namasudras or Hiras.The probzem ¢f marriage of the
marriageable is more intensiwve among the Hiras than among the Nama-
sudras ,while Kaivarttas have no such problem a2t all at present.

In the Table No.5.2.3 we have Presented the data on marital
status Villagewise in the compact area.



&= = — U0y “Teq0] s\l i m.wm_r.u.:woem.m axe s3@yoerqg ayjz UTYLTIM s8InfTgy -+ @39
(001 ) (eot. ) LooL) (ooL) (oat) (o0t) (o04) (oot) ( oot)
£92 L0} 9G1 <L 08 LLL S 76 ‘Te3jol
(LL°1) (o09°'z ) *DeIOATH
Z Z Jo*oN °*9
nwv.mv Fw.m Nm.« - = - " ~ * POMOPTM
JO*ON °*G
(9L°t) (G6°2) (Lr®n) (09°2T) *abfITeN
i = (4 Zz z 7 MOPTM *b
(zL*°9g) G8*'r €1L°0e (Le£°8g) (GZ°i¥) (LB°GE) (8L°6E) (9L°pr) (LL°GE)
G6 8t LY 99 ge €€ L9 4> £¢ petIIeN °g
€ €0 11) 80°EL  29°6 (88°6) (*e)) (8L°6) (es'o0k) (66°TL) (1G°8) ‘oTqe
62 1 Gl Li 8 6 81 o] 2 -sbetIreN 2
(v 617) (ar*9g) (£e£°8G) (8G*0G) (Gz'9v) (8e°vG) (G6°LY) (99°Le) (8£.19G) :
0clL 6€ L6 L8 LE 0S Z8 62 €6  ‘petITEmUn’|
1 1 i w i e e | 2) ¢ (W)
i % h | H W i _ *d ‘W m *1e301 | eTeway,; oTeN
] 1 3 i i i 1 omﬂu.mn_.m.
*frefeTTyn _ *Tpnyeq m *eyserayreg Te3TIRy

*snyeqs Tegtrew Ag uorqerndod sproyssnoy

e7dwes ayz O UOTENQTIILSTP 9bejuesrad =iosTmeBeTTTA (£°C'GC °*ON oTgelL



g~ = =4Fueyp
*Tea0l 8ysy 03 sefequeoxsd aaw s9e%0BI( Y} UTY3TM saInblig —te30N

*(00L) (001) (oor).  (oot) (00t (001L) (oor) (oov) (001) e
99 ot L GL be L g b ¥ *Te3ol
. « PSOIOATQ
> . - " 4 = = 7 = FO*ON *9
€0°¢ .oo.v T 9% g8°g * POMOPTH
4 b b z Z 3 r R 5 Jo°oN °*G
LS - e = = - - - =*paTIrew MOPTIM °*p
(9€.192)  (00.8¥F) (LT162) (L9ivE) (¥Tau8E) (eLite) (ov) . (oot) ("g2)
vZ A} T 1} gl £ C | L *PaTIIEN °E
P9°eL  £00.24) £9°¥1L  EE'6 Z8'8 9L%6 % b= = *e1
6 € 9 L £ P = - - ~qesbetzaey *g
G6°9F  (00.9€) 99°8G  €E£°€S 90° LY ba*8s  (09) = (*aL) )
€ 6 & O 91 4 > = € *poTIxRWUN® |
.Lb -hl -.n_d “ t- .M -_.\.ﬁ w -.Hl n.m U ﬂ
: 9 i e ! R . ‘snjels
s “TIeqTey i “emnTayy \ *Indeyyon Te3TIEN

‘sSnje3s TejTIell Ag ucfieTndod sproy
-asnoy aTdwues ay3y JO UOTANGTILSTP ebejuanied~: eSTMeLETTITIA !E£°T°G°ON 2T4gEl

— PN



LT

As we see in the Table No.5.2.3. in Village Lokhapur—of the five per-
sons, there is only one married couple with?three unmarried children,

In Villages Dahudi ,Kheluwa and Kaihati, all the married people are
complete couples will equal male and female persons. But in Barhelasha
and Ghilajari of the marrieds, g¥mbers of women 1% en stiehtly more
than the male ones, In Barhelasha and Dahudi-widow remarriage %ELEﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂuh
prevalent, In Barkhelasha two divorced women are also seen -which i iate
#64Veany wheze found in other Villages.In Ghilajari,Kheluwa and Kaihatd
widows nersens are there ,8f these widowed persons in the last Two Vill-
ges)male and female widqwgfg are of equal members, while in the first
Village,widows are iWicétihatnef the widowers.,

3& the marriageable group of people;the highest percentag-
es are in Kaihati Fhﬁﬁ folowed by Earkhelasha,hﬁhilajari, Dahudi and
Kheluwa. In Lokhapur no marriageable persons a¥e there.Though we could
not see equality between the ¥wo sexes in case of the marriageability,
inequality is seen mamimum agein in Kaihati. As regards the minors- the
proportions against total populaticns of the respective Villages varies
between 46.95% in Kaihati and 60% in Lokhapur,In cther Villages the pro-
portions lie around 47% to 53%.About the distribution of unmarried mi-
nors between the sexes, ever{jﬁhere male dominates the femslie .Even in
Lokhapur-no femzle unmarried person exists. In other Villages maximum
inequalities exist in Villages Kaihati and Ghilajari,followed by Barkhe-
lasha , Dahudi and Kheluwa, A

Here from this analysis of the Two Tables,if may be opnined
that after certain years, -heree, this iﬁ:§QUality in the sex ratio will
create a formidable Problem and this will be much more among the Kaibar-
ttas and the Hiras in the compact area.

From Table No. 5.2.4, we see that of the Total 299 married
S.C, persons surveyed in the compact arez,about half of them married at
the age of 15 to 20 years.Slightly more than a thirxd axe of ke married
when they were at the age of 20-25 vears, & nineth of them aee at the
age of 25-30 years and the rest 3.34% augéﬁ.;rried at an age above 30
years,@f the gale 143 married persons,58% ef them married when they were
u¥ the age of 20-25 years, while 28% of them married at an early age be-
low 20 years, 13% of them marxied at the age of 25-30 years and only one
person married above the age of 30 vears.
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Table No.5.2.4:~ Percentage distribution of married persons by sex

and ages.
e toup Sexes.,
RS S » e ! Female. s Toktal. 'P.C.to the Total.’
: i : - -
15-20 Yea=i40 (27.97) 108 (69.23) | 148 ' 49.50 3
1 1 ] 0 T
20-25 t83 (58.04) 1 25 (16.03) ! 108 36.12 '
’ i
25-30 19 (13.29) , 14 (8.97) : 33 11.04 ;
1
30 and abe*a : ; i :
aBove. : 1 (0,70)  9.(5.97) ; 10 - 3.34 :
: o o : :
T = T =
' 443 (100) ' 156(100) ' 999 1 ( 100.00) :
= 1

In case of the manried«8:{C. women of 156, 108 or 69.23%
were married at an early age cofpld to 20 years, only 25 persons or 16%
married at the age—group of/20-25 years, 14 or asbout 9% married at the
age of 25 to 30 years,and (@hich is much more than that of the melgLat
the age above 30 yearss So the cemmon belief that female marriage is al-
ways eariier than that of the male is not found valid among the S5.C,commu-
nities in the compact area, though ‘it i#trhe that more thantwe two-thixrd
of the Eemale#were married at an earlier age. In Table No.5.2.4 A, and
5.2.4 E. we have presented the distribution of married S.C,people accor-
ding to age of marriaggzbaséd of communities and village.

- In, the Table No.5.2.4.A,We see that early marriage &% =
age group cf 15-20 yezsrs is more among the Namasudras, Psaciically smaag
females .oftham.Among the Kaivaritas-this concentration is in the age gro-
up of 20-25 years.Among all the communties females are married at an
earlier age than the maleswaze—<o-mazsy,

From the Table No. 5.2.4.8} we sece that late marriage
betwesn the male apdFferals-above 20 years is absent in Village Lokhapur,
male marriage above 25 years is absent in Villages-Barhelasha,Ghilajari,
Kheluwa and Kaihati and female marriage above 26 years is absent in Vi-
llage Dahudi.

Cont- - - =23
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'2._Age difference between husband and wife :-

We know that there is always a difference between the
ages of the husband and the wife.The age of the husband is seen to
be more than that of the wife. In the following Table No.5.2.5,We

have shown the oegﬁéentage distribution of age difference between
husband and wife in the compact area as a wholghﬁ_Q 5.B.we have
shown the same castewise and villagewise,

Table No. 5.2.5.Age difference between the husband
and the wife among the S.C.pecple in the compact area.

3
Age difference : Total. : Percentage. )
in years. . i )
1 1
! X ]
0+3 (Less than) ' 16 : 11.19 !
: :
‘ 3-4 " ' 40 ' 27.97 :
4-5 " _ 45 - )
1 1
" 56 ., 31 v 21.68 :
: 6 and above. : 11 ; 7.69 i
| | % :
= 2 1
: : 143 i 1060.00 :
1 ] 2 = | - re

In the Table No. 5.2.5 we have presented the age
difference between the couple from the point of view of husband,
In the sample households we have 143 married men,and of them the
maximum number of 45 or 31.47% have an age-difference of 4 to 5
years. The maximum difference of 6 years or above is recorded in ¢
case of 11 married men-constituting 7.69% and a2 minimum difference
0 O+3 years is recorded in case of 15 mele married.40 of them l=
at—sbout 28% have a a £1

; fa :I

e di

erence of 3-4 years and 31 or 21-68%

w

of them have the age difference of 5 to 6 years.

In Table No.5.2.§?ﬁ&f09533n;se we have shown the age
shown—the age difference between the husband and the wife, eagtiumr

Pont~ — 29
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Table No, 5.2.5,A:~ Age difference between husband and wife jesste=wise.

Communities. : Namasudra. Hira, Kaivartta.
o —k 1 =——r . 2
Age differencel Total! Percentage.: Total. ! P.C. Total L;P.C.
! 1 x : 4 :
0-3 (less than) 16 , 12,60 IS e e
1 1
I | t
3-4 " . hge & L oy 55 SRRV g XU BRI
. T 1 1
4-5 = i 99 %k BOLT LA 3332 ' 50
1 H 1 i
5-6 " ' 28, &, 2205 voff 3 TG00y — 50
1 [ ' | s 1
6 and above ! 9 &  T.09 4 B 8,337 1 (V. o8
|8
- : ; : 3 :
Y F L T o 4
Total, ' 127 1+ 100'00 g 2 ' 100 4 i 100
— ;‘1: J 1 ; 2] 3

The number of huskandsimith the age difference group-
wise has been sgen almost identical in proportions among the Namasud-
ras and Kaivarttas, the ceneentration beiny in the age group of ?ko
o5

5 years,. But in case of the Hizas-the grouns 3 to 4 years and 4
years have equal weightzge.

In the TaBie No. 5.2.5.B.Viitiagewise we have shown the
age difference befWeem, the Husband and wise o 6getoat

In the Table No. 5.2.5.BE.we see that the maximum weigh-
tage in age-differénce is in the age group of 3 to 4 years in village
Barfhelasha and Kheluwa.In village Dahudi this is in the age group
of & to 6 years,in Ghilsjari and Kaihati it is in the age group of
4 to B years.iIn village Lokhapur the single couple has an age diffe-
rence of less than 3 years.,
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Table No.5.2.5 ,B. :~ Age difference between the couple Village-

wise.
Village | Barhela-'Dahudi. 'Ghilajari.}hokha— , Kheluwa.' Kaihati.
Age | Ata i : ppeE : , ’
differen-1 - - ' |
g 1 1 I T 1 1
5 4 3 i : | :
1 - . ’
' ; i
0-3(Less 6 5 2 1 2 ' =
than). }(18.18) , (15.15)  (4.00) (100 ; (15.38 ) ! .
1
a2 W " g ! 7 16 . = : 4 P 3
'(30.30) !(21.21) ' (32.00) - . (30.77) * (23.08)
1 1 . fl 1
g e gt S SR 0. | e’ < 6
1 1 :
(22.24) (24)24) (40700) ! - 1(23.08) ¢ (46.15)
] 1 y
5.6 * 1(18.18) (30.30) ' (oodeo) ' A (23.08) . (15.38 )
1 ! 1
1 L) 1 1
j 1 1 1
6 and &hefe. 3 : 3 2 : 1 ok : >
" 1 ]
abowe-" Tio.0e) {(9.08) & (4.000 , - '(7.69)  © (15.38 )
1 : i ¥ ’ F
L1 \ »
Total. ' 33 A T W ] 1 =13 ; 13
f100) i(100) ! (100) r (100) - , (1e8) ' (100)
I 1 £ = 3 : :

3. A Attitudes Towards the intercaste marriage:-

In traditional Indian society’inter-caste marriage was
not permitied.But to-day such restrictiomns are gradually disappearing due

nities o = ¥y = - cent

But in our compact area,marriage outside the caste is &%
t !

still very rare,most probably because of low literacy rate,lack

izatien and a strong sense of iiaﬁitiﬁnality.Yet'

pe |

marriage has taken place, not because of the openness of the sociely,=sfra-
nesd~bxihe I s, but because ofthe—Ffaiti—in love between the boys and
the girls —marrying themselves at their will,or being arranged thereafter
by the parents.Say for instance from the Table No. 5.2.06,iRkensik¥xafxinker
gagk® Ve can observe that- Cont= = = = = = 29
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Table No. 5.2.6. Intensity of intercaste marriage.

Communities | Namasudra. E Hira, : Kaivartta: Totzal,
Marriage- 7 121 (95.28) 1 8.(66.67 ) t4 (100) i133(93.01)
same caste. . 1 .
Intercaste ! 6 (4.72) ; 4(33.323) ' _ : 10(6.99)

1

P o : - 5
Total. P 127 (100.00) ' 12 (100) §L4 (100) 2143(100).

1

1

Qut of the Total 143 , married man, intra—-community
marriage have Taken place among 93.01% of the Total .While inter-
caste marriage have Taken nlace amona only 6.99% of them,Eastewise
of the Total 127 married Namasudra men, 95.28% keve married from the
same caste,and only 4.72% £25$§3¥gé§hé%%§§h:0f the -Total 12 Hira marri-
ed mern, tro of every three have naxried from the same caste,while one
of every three had\ inter-caste& marriage.But none of the Kaivarttas

had{any inter-caste marriage.

Subjective assessment on intercaste marriage -

In the swbjective assessment on inter-caste marriage the
respondent of+ 8Up sample have been asked a quesiion,namelytﬁo you
think that inter-caste marriage is desirable’ 2 Answers %S the questi-
on on the part of the respondents has been represented in Table No.
D25 T

Cont- - - - - =30
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Table No.5.2,.7:~ Social approvel of inter-caste marriage among the
S.C.society in the compact area.

Educational Response of the resogndents.

1
T
T
v ' Approved, : Disapproved. 1 Indiffe=gnzes
: rende, Total.
e S
1 ¥ Ly
Illiterate.' 4.(5.06% ) ' 70(88.61%) " 5.{6.33) 79
' ' : (100)
: ) _ 26
Primary 1 8 (a.s9m) 16 (16.54% ! 7. (26 93%) x{4eax
education, ' ! (100)
4
Secondary 3 {12.5%) : 17(70.83% 1 4(16) .67%) 26
educations, ! ' ' (100)
1
1
Higher : k :
educaton, , 1 (25.00) ! 3(75.00 ' = 4
' (100)
1 i
t 11 (8.2TR) 106(79.70%) ! 16(12.03%) 133
3
T 1 .
1 1 = =

Bf the total 133 Surveyed households only 8.27% of-them are in favour
of inter-caste marriage i.e.they prefer to give them social recognition.
And about 80% of them do not want to approve their marriage and about
12% of them have shown only seeisl indidference,

We can show the opinions of the respondents on different Levels
of education«ff the illiterates, 4 or 5.06% want to give them social
approval and 6.33% have shown indifference towards inter-caste marriage.
Of the Total 26 primary educated heads of families, 11.54% are in favos
ur of inter-caste marriage,about 27% of them are seenhggéifferent o
them and the rest have shown disapproval, 12% of the ecucated families af
of secondary level favoured the inter-caste marria e while only 1 or
25% of the highly educated cne are in favour of inter-caste marriage.

What is astonishing to ebserve that three fourths of the
people with hijher education expresfithelr disapproval o this—inter-
Lo 'ﬁ'L‘C‘O‘c-PSQ fhe peculiarity among them is

Bont—: — — — ‘34
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=
s=er that they have ho reservationl’nbﬁne has shown any indifference to
2 HR ’ : - | s .
the married couples, Among the families ,the heads of which ape &f ?Il—
mary education Eevel,(thouﬂh the proportion eof disapproving people is
' ; Acd 0 9 toig mpineom
the least among all the segments] theyr=re seon Tesd=Hn, - Gt

er either to anprove or to disapprove, which constitute more than a

fourth of their Total.Among the illiterateg also +la»;b a very small
segment is there-showing indifference, the majority of them have expre-
ssed disapproval i%/this system., So we may not hypothesize that inte-
rcaste marria'e is rather the oufﬁtome of education alone,

S———

In the following passage, we have ﬁhge show¥\g why some
of the S.C.people axre approverg inter-caste marriage while the others
Mke to disapprove it .

Approved :-The-segment of 8.27% of the headgof 133 families
hawe opined in favour of approving intercaste marriage because of the

following ceuses. o gers .

1. They hgve opined that the social code of conduct M=
framed by the higher caste Hindus in ire past which is responsible
for their backward hess if social life, zgrzgigzgéspact.inuer—ca
marriage q&gﬁﬂw%he S.B.and other caste Hindu,

- L&u$“hMJI ; e,
e s1gn1f1canulyh}n the process of egqualisation
Status with othsxzs,

Seconcly they are of the opinion that the inter-caste
Marriage will help in eradicating the unibdgbhability in the society,
Here it may be pointed out that the additional opportunities provi-
ded to the ccuuple or parents of inter-caste marriage by the Govern-
ment zre not as yetpreceived by any one of them.This may be due to
the nen-reporting of the marrizagetic the Government is—iige,Generally

the couples of the intercaste marriage aseng = sment i esxeikhax
not celebrated the marriage function either according to social
norm,or t e n registering the merriage in the courts, @ften
they are seen in the area celebrating thelr marriage function-long
after their cenjudal 11fejeVen’T?ter the birth of their first child,
They are seen performing the celebration just to enter the social
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Disapproveds i1~ On the other hand about four f£fifths

they ge”disapprove such a marriage hovc been recorded at the

A large segment of the households are of the o
such marriages particularly of the girsls deads To social irnsult to
the affected ones., The girls are sees offen humiliated

their casite g=——ers=g.

Again some cthers,}ncludinw a teacher opined that such inter-

caste marriage would ultimately lead tTo the destruciion of their own

l*%;ﬂﬁézy (i.e.'Bashanash').

Another section of them thinks that inter-caste marriage
particularly of their men folk le

m

ads. to the deprivation of their
mzrriageable girls from marriage-§ti
foxward is that the offsprings of th
social humiliation img furn in future,

3.B. tlm7£CET of marriage:-

In Table No. 5.2.8 we have presented the percentage distribu-
tion of the married persons against their order/time of marriage.
Table No. 5.2.8.:-Time /forder of marriage of the S.C.male married

people in the compact area castwise,

il ancother reasaon tbah “sometimes
e

101
a
cuple may have to suffer from

Order/time of ! Namasudra i Hira. i Kaivartta. Total.
marriage. ! Lady t i
1st.t1me/order§ 118(92.91)! 10 (83.33) : 4 (100) ' 132 (92.31) -
2nd.time/order, 9(7.09) : 2(16.67) - .11 (7.69)

3 1

e 1 e b uFy
Total. 127(100) , 12(100) » i 4 (100) i 143 (100 ).

L]

=] TR EEeY

g i

From the Table we see that 92.31% of the married men
married once, while 7.69% of them married for the 2nd time.Second
time marriage has been seen pire among the Hirsscemssrity,thcugh it
is not absent among the Namasudras bet—emors—+She Kaivaritas,2adLdime
ig—semstetelyr—oiTent.

Cont- - = - = =33
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4, Attitude to wards mode of Arranged marriage :-

"In the Traditional joint family, parenis were normally
obliged to find mates for their children and the children were ex-—
pected to accept thier choice. As marriage was looked upon as an
agreerent bLetween Two families,Wather than between two young people ,

. v b Avabieer g
love was not a necessary element as—a-chsice far selection,nor was
courtship a necessary prelude for %¥esting the relationship.The idea
al fer marriage had no regard for indivicual T@s®.But there has been
some changes&?‘these tradifional norms.Ereasdom of choice in marriage

pot sccepted by a few of—<he Hipndu families that have been infle

A

. . i L
uenced by wéstern Batiesn v Ll etoe”,

But 2s the sociely of tThe Hindus is undergoing a
great change in recent times, the society including parents of the
marriageable children has been seen inclined to respectﬂtﬁe opi-

- N b.ﬂ' \ »
nion their owﬁtﬁﬁgzza_an_inem.

Q. Malik, S; Social integration of scheduled czstes, Abhinav
Publication ynew Delhi,F.P.13§>l§ere we have to see how
mach the 5.C, society is changing their own attitude towards the
responsibility of selecting QXX one's cowsort in an arranged marri-
age. So questions have been asked to them about the uitimate res-
ponsibility in selecting the consort.slseed by them i.e, whether
the parents §ﬁ§£%he children or iK is completely left out to the
children.On the basis of these replies, we have prepared the $a-
ble No, 5.2.9. end is —resentesFerevith,
Table MNo. 5.2.9:~ Decision making in selecting consorts in case
of arrenged marriage in the compact area Accor-
ding to Educaticnal level.,



i
Deecisicn E By . By Parents ! By thel!children ! Total
Educationa] Farents ' in consulta- } themselves. 1
=0 a 1..!1:.‘ alene. ' +ion with . :
level, ' ! children. - i
| : s P
! ] T :
1t 1y 1
1,T11iter— 25(31.65) 145(56.96) 9 (11.39) 179
ate. T - L= g
1 1
2.Primary '3 (11.34) ‘18(69.23) 5(19.23) ~ 26
educat _vn. : J '
3. s@c;ucary = "19 (79.17) 5(20 .83) ' 24
education. ; r i
! t - 1
4, Higher ' ' . :
i J !
education, - + 3 (75.00) '1 (25.00) : 4
i ; :
] | ] 1
l £ 4
TOTAL. 28(21.0%) g 85(68:.91)Y" w1 20(15.04) 1 433(100)
H 1 1
g] ' J
. oS
¥ ok PoveAS cA?hswl*'ﬂ}“lJWUH

From the Table No. 5.2.9. we cepld—<d cuas_ihziﬁiha_ifgﬁd of time is
e .:L:L‘J:al"t‘_‘;l=."i marrla;e‘}}“. : s y

e

heusehoids. qui-

teout of these. More than a fifth of the households (i.e.their heads)
ML""‘-—- leld
Pre%er to select gut the consorts , et—the sole responsibility QbﬁéﬁéL -

parents themselves.This was the mode of arranged marrizged prior to
1aewenuence-o££%3ﬁ?§g some exceptions, haa?gigzihzz;:;égggégg even at
that time.Theemergence of The new mode of affa3§ﬁ§¥§§éslade-the res-
ponsibility of selecting the consort L¥&aa—en the concerned children
is a new trend -which we have seen only in recent times, .,At present

in the compact zrea amongst the S.C.sample house holds as good as
15.04% haxegggzzzglias this mode of arranged marriage .Another impor-
taaneaiure that we can discern is that the first mode of arranged
marriage is particularly restricted to the illiterates and Primary
educated people, while other iﬁo modes are Prevalent zmonged all the
people of d ket educational levels.Even among the illiterates dec#
ision making is done by about 56.96% of them in consultation with their



1

children and about 11.39% of them allow the children to do it themsel-
ves.0f course, the percentages concerning these Two modes are seen in-
creasing as the educated level is improving .And we doubt a time will

come when this is to be done completely by the concerned children.

Here of course, mention may be made ﬁq.one thing i.e.the
role of the girl children in selecting their consSorts.In our society
including the high caste people-the re&spopsibility of selecting the
consorts lies almost completely on the parents and the male children.
Sxsect Bhly a few cases, the girl and her parents have to play a pass-
ive role in selecting the consort. The S.C.people are no excention to
vhis.

5. Attitudeg towards Divorces :-

" As marriage is #&Busaid Lo be a sacrament and.a Sacred
tie, it is irrevocblées.€gfgﬁggﬁée carnot disselve it at will.They
are bound to sach other Till %#e death of one or another ef them,and
the wife is expected fo be Dound to her husband even after his death .
Thus, divorce was not'sanctioned in the Hindu idezl &f marriage,nor
was it upheld by the sacred Hindu lore. In recent years,Regislation
was passed permitting &he dissclution of marriage,With the introducti-
on of this legislation, the generzl attitude to divorce czn be expec-

ted to have changed consideragbley? &

. Jhe degree of education is assumed to he a significant
. o

factor of_peogles’dgg{etent opiniocn on diveorce.
,~
The highly educated pecple zre assumed to be more in favour
of divoxce Jjf a&igif necessary than the less educated or uneducated
ones , The data regarding education and opinion zbout divorce are set
forth in Table No.5.2.10.

From the Table No. 5.2.10 , we see that of the 133
heads of the families ,104 or 78'20% of them have expressed their
d&sapprov@é %g-the system of divorce arongs them . 6f +his ;The majo-
rity of them are seen to be illeterates or of low —education level,

A- 1bid- T 13%
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Table Mo. 5.2.10 , Opinicn regarding liberalization of divorce
system among the S.C.people in the ccmpact area,

Educational] Approvedi Disapproved.! Indiffernt , ! Total.
Level. Aj_ ' A ;
Illéterate"Q'(2'53%3' 70 ‘36.61) 7(8.86) 79(100)
1

Primary. 3(11.54) 21 (80.77) 2(7 69 ) "' 26(100)
Secondary. 8(33.33) 12(50.00) 4(18%7) 24(100)
Higher 3(75'00) 1(25'00) Z ‘ 4(100)
Education.

Total. 16(12'03) 104(78'20) 18 (9.77) 133(100)

The people of Secondary ox Highex Education level are seen to be
comparatively less in number %kedampdisapproving the system-Only

about 2 4po tweklveth op the total express their approval 5 the
system , while almost a tenth shows indifference to the system.
Those who hé%gfanclined to approve divorce are seen mostly educated
of either secondary or higher level , Th€*indifferent to the system
are te—bs of lower educatioﬁ$level or illiterates.No people with
higher education has expressed their indifference.So it may be con-
cluded that social approval Qﬁ'the divorce system is an outcome of
modern education and its consequent mental attitude, Those who plea-
dé& for divorce are not sure of whatl comes nextrgut they think that
it is better tham 1iving death. And those whi'want met to have divor-
ce,are of the opinion that it is against the Hindu Temperament. As a
marriage in Hindu societly thinks £o he the union of two souls which
are thought to be ever uniting between birth and death. So diveorce
the—obsexrve , is a contradiction to Hindu way of life,

6, Attitudes Towards g;ggoﬁfgg}riage.:— Traditionally speaking ,the
remarriage of widows was generally not favoured by the Smritis. A
true wife was required to preserve her chastity as much before as
after husbands death . Vatsayar?placed sex relation with a widow in
the same category as with a Prostitute . Manu and Yajnavalkya even
sajid that the widow must not mention the neme of ancther man aftan
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3
her husband death ", 3.

< hgwd e
" A.S, ALTEKER hw6—Wf&%%eﬁT—E&é&—b¥HS&GQ—W%th—R%¥Oga,
the widow remarriage a¥go prevailed in vedic SDCletyj;the—Eﬂﬂtﬁﬂrﬂf
wwdow.remarfnqde y lewsser |, dissseTesves aracually’gnﬂ.zt was con-
sidered to be wrong as early as 200 A.D,

But due to the untiring efforts af Raja Ram &bhin Roy,
Dayananda Saraswati and Ishwar €handra Vidyé}?agar, the Hindu widow
Remarriage &4At was passecd in 1826 when Lord Bentink was. then the
Governor General of India, This act declared tHe Eegal validity of
widows remarriage and laid specific circumstances for its validity.4
But what is prevalent in our sociely particudarly zmong the S.a.pgp—
le is seen to be suoportrQE'ml low remarriage Lexr—-a-—+ime ,The system of
"Dhemns Aha or Rakha " (the system by which an widow could come at
her sweet will ko enother man gemnerally a widower to live a conjugal-
life) has been in society for 2 long time. This precess—that the—ma-
rriage system that-FHrevails emeng them is something different and o>
léberal than the strict Smrpiti system, This system of 'Dhemna " has
been legalised by the afcresaid Act, So the attitude towrds widow rema—
rriage-is found to be more positiveg among the diffe ent sections
particularly mexe among the illiterates .

The atbitudes towards widow remarriage hzve been shown
Table No. 5,2,11:—- Opinion regarding remarriage of widows:-

=

Educational : Disapproved., | Approveda Indiffexrent. Total,

Level. i b : !
Illeterate. | 10(12.66) b 60(75.98) ' 9(14.39) !  79(100)
Primary. ' 10 (38746). ' 14(53'85) ' 2(7.69) .  26(100)
Secondary. ¢ 17 (70'83) ; 4(16.67) @ 3(12'5) ' 24(100)
Higher ' 3 (75.00) : - sales.00) - 4(100)
Education. f 1 i ' :

Total. E 40 (30'07) 5 78(58'65Jf 15(11.28) ¢ 133(100)

=3
Cont- - = = = 38
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The data of the Table shows that three -tenths of the pecple of sur-

veyed S.C, community disapproved the system, while S8'65% zpprov vé it
and the rest 3Re seen indifferent. Here we see that me the educatione
ve G disapnroves or

the{l%%%%ﬁ@ indifferent to it, But most of theyilleterates and primary
educated ones are seen approving and if necessary implementing the
system .50 it seems that remarriage of widows hes-%geaigsen anproved

and implemented but it 15 common among the illeterates and less edu-
] o7 Jiggg;aac
cated » LM Tore emuceted are not in dkb the system,

7. Attitudes towards Dowry :-

" According to Mrs. Radim ; ordinarily, dowry is the propes |
rty which a man receives when he marries ,either from his wife or fmnbM
her family". The webster's new intermational Bicticnary has defined ‘
dowry as, the money, goocds or estates, which a women brings to her |
husband®s house in marridge,generally on demand(implied or excressed},
In brief dowry is that money ,property or valuables which the bridge
party has to give to the bridgegroom party fﬁlgﬁgkggée cf marriage.

s St : :
In ot societly ewen—din recernt times dowrx>1n the #}ue

sense of the term)is absent ,, Even before the Igdependence,the system
was oeagéihgri;—it. The bridegroom had to pay" Gadhan ( in ameuni 4=~
of money and some other valuables which-heve to be paid by the bride-
gzeom or h#€ parents %e_the bride as a price of her)bndy) to the
parents of the bride in exchange of the marriage. Still we have a
system Telarbhar™ or Jorant, - an amount of certain goods like o0il,
Vermilion, ornaments, clothes, betel nuts, fish etc, which are to be
F#id to the bridge by the hé%@@rgéfthe groom before the cemmancameni

(O )
of~the marriage,which maybe e aag O S Eha -.m{',. g & RN

tem. But at Present » the brlde is to be-wiE¥i§a—asf£hétflﬁ5%3§;mhich
certain essentials of her life are-given meq with which c&8id not be
termed as dowry.Of course,in the very recent 1ne;9£ dowryq,are Iaiiﬁ*“‘
d;ngflnISMEhe society of S.C.peple also. Particularly the educated gxum
groom or his parenis demand properties at the time of his marriage.

g o
Certain incidence of oppression has beeq axs0 TencIrted ere-and
[ ST
there form .But in the compact area suck incidences aXs not Eii“}

e o e A P T ~ L -
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B, Family Planning 3-—

“Family planning means overzll planning of the family,
It can also be called planned parenthoodﬂ?ln &&= other woxds ,family
Planning is a method by which the married couples ka¥s_Been able
to limit the sizeg of their families . It is a Government spon-
sored scheme, So e car-zsan family planningrﬁig?gqhave children by
choice and not by chance, by design and notilby accident,In family
planning, contraceptiveféfli¢,'loop,Nirodh and Tubectomy ,Vesescto-
my etc.methods are used:rThe-#ost effective and reliable method is
steralisation ,

The S.C.people are seea economically very poor and,
therefore, they are obliged to comirol thersize of their famili-
es. In our gurvey of—the-houssholds We have collected data on this
and have seen that 95 peISOnS{?oth male and female) adopted family
planning measures — which constitut@ about 31,77% of the fotal marr—
ed adults ¢f 299, Of thesge 95 pﬁiiigfj 43 were male which constitute
about 30.07% of 143 male married and 52 were fenmalesconstituting
about 33.33% ﬂ§u§56 marr1ed feﬁales.Of these 95+ a fourth of them
adopted self-contrdl measuzes , about 20% ap%?&%% nirodh ,25.26%
used contraceptive pills and 29,.47% used sterilization.,0f these
measures, some are to be applied by the males and cthers,by the
females,

Among the communities of the scheduled castes, the maxi-
mum of 75% ef the adult marrieds adopted family Planning measures,
Jﬁ%le other TwWe,communities, thhﬁfusng of contraseptives are com-
paratively less., And for this reason,growth of ponulaticn is com-
partatively sggi mexe among them and less among the Kaivarttas,

We can %#%w about the uses of family planning methods
from Table No. 5,2,12 and 5.2.13 g%ﬁ#ﬂﬁd caste wisg,IQSgectively.

Table No,5.2.12,- Community wise percentage disiribution of users
of the family planhing measures.

Communities,., Namasudra. Hira. Kaivartta. Total.
Measures,

1. Nirodh, 15(18'07)  3(42'87) 1(20700) 19 (20100
2., Selfontrol. 22(26'51) 1 (14.29) 1(20700) 24(25'263
3. Pills, 22(26'57) 1(14729) 1(20%00) 24(25'26)

@p Operation., 24(28'12) 2(28*57) 2(40'00) 28(29*47)

Tt a1 L Anmy e
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SECTION-III

—— T

HABTTS AND CUSTOMS OF THE S.C,PEOPLE OF THE COMPACT AREA

- E e os R S S Es s s G TEanas e Sreae e O @S smes PR SRS s EE e ms s W

Habits agnd customs of a set of people can be gauﬁed by
the uses of certazin goods under certgin situations either under the
compulsion of religious practices or impulsion of fraditional forces
Among the S,C,people of the compact area also the people are accus=-
tomed gitﬁ the use cf certain goods other than géeneral consumption
goods, Say for instance betad nuts and leaves are seen used almost
in all religicus festivals of the people like marriage,certain
'*Karmas" like *Namakaran'’, Tolanibiya, ‘Setyanarayan Puja’, Graha-
path etc, For the uses of these nuts and lewves we see that the peo-
ple are generally habituated with the chewing of bBat&l nuts etc,Cer-
tain fruits like banana, Coconut, Sugarcane, apple,cranges, 'rabab
Tenga' pineapple etc, are also used very extensively in these rites
and festivities,Bhatheli utsab qggﬁ *o sclemnised in various Villa-
ges of the district on different dates of 'Bahag' month after the
end of the 'Sat Bihu' (Seven days observance of Bhhgg Bihuw .Fn Kai-

hati- a village of the compact area)observes this feetival very solem-

nly 02 certain date?during which a bamboo is worshipped in a peculiar
way. The bamboo is wrapped with "Phulam omaSha','Chnowar® ( ———)
and other beautiful handwcven 2%xtiles%£hring the day of the festivity
sweets, ornaments, sdnitary goods are sold and the pecple gathered
there use—to purchase them., In other Villages of the compact area
such religious cum-Social Bestivities are not reported ,But—in Bar-
helasha—{Barbeela);RajahuwaSabhais observed—annualys

In the Schools and college of the area,students observe
fwo types of yearly festivals -—one the Saraswati puja and the School

and college weeks ,The pef\formance of saraswati puja has—been
i Cont==2
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regarded by the Village people as their own festival, But its impact
dme,mfc,nw—‘%
is continucusly reducing because of the expansion of the ideals of

Vaisnabism of S%pkardeva and Krisnaguru,Schocls and College weeks are

: Sl W S Sl O e
N [ A La S » a2 L
often agteﬁgFa 52—&935 OﬁL{j Se

N
%3??@%&tgé;ﬁihese iradltional fesitvals and oeecasiens,common

Social festivities gre atmost absent.Because of the impact of the uses

of the goods at the time of rituzls , we see betel nuts are used very
commonly by the people. But the recent publications in different news-

-
papers and journals against the uses of betel.ﬁﬁ%s caus®rg various T?p-

es of non-curable deseases, its use has been seen éiigﬁ%%f&f%aﬁéék‘ .

In our sémple househclds-among the populations only about 23% of the Pl

peopulation are-—seen us¥ng betel nuts, lts uses are seen comparatdévely

more in Barhelasha and Dahudi, and less in Kheluwa, Kaiha@ti, Ghila=

jari and Lokhapur.In Bable No, 4.3.1 we heve presented these im——
informationg-.

Table No, 5,3,1 :~- Villagewisehﬁercentage distribution of sample house-
hold's population by habits and customs cf them.

O ———— e s S S e e m e e . SE S S SR Sesm D W s S s S alas  Em ae s e mw o=

Village. Barkhelasha., Dahudi, Ghilajari, lLokhapur,Kheluwa, Kazihati,

- e em R e S asara G GreS St e s SR SN mm e e am me s s B S aa S wmm e ma e emames  we mm

Habits & = 52 1 13 13
&
customs.
48 46
1.Betel- (28,07) (26, 74) (19,77 (20) (17.33) ( 19,70)
2s Biri
eigarette, 57 75 68 2 25 20
?g§§g°° PAEK( 33 33) (26.16) (25,86 (40) (33.33) (30.30)
et 66 81 143 2 37 33
(38, 60) (47,.09) (54,37 (40) (49.33) (50)
171 172 263 5 75 66
0 e Eqaa)l L. ah L (209) _ _ _(200)_ _ (100) _ _(200) _ _(100) __
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t{kuawer7
The use of Biri, C1garatte, chadha, Thacco pipe are also seen

verycommon among the S.,C,pecople of the area, It is their habit ,Of
the 752 people , 217 or 28,86k of—+them use such type of smokings and
chewings, The habit of smoking is seen to be more inrvillages Lokha=
Th o e CoS
pur ,Barhelasha ,Kheluwa, and Kiihati and-semethipng less in Villages
of Ghilajari and Dahudi.The use of rice-be&rya local made liquoﬂ.and;
wine is not very uncommon. They are ég:h.ﬁﬁzgéf?E;f‘%;tter their hard
work is over. They often like—+%o say that#tllnk just to forget their
aﬁﬁy¢lwb~;
ufferenq&a We know that drinking is not so uncommon as it is seen
amoma the thibals . But at the time of survey, they &%%ﬁot use—to-
mention it, Among-the-middleagad ones:Ehis habit is seen more.c1-€“%l“5
“*;&LbbéﬁﬁgﬁiQQ*ﬁiée)use of bettlenut and habit of smoking can be &j e
aed from the Table No, 5.3,2 again.
Table No, 5,3.2 3~ Community wise percentage distributlon of sample
household's population by habits and customs of
them.,

e T T T R e e e T . T R

W mm o S WP S T e s me TSP SN EE M TR mE  am MR s EE s E am s s mm B we

Habits and

custome.
1, Betelnut. 157 4 12 173
(23.47) (16,67) (20,34} (23,01)
2o Birg
Cig&ratte. 192 7 18 217
(28, 70) (29,17 '(30,51) (28,86)
3,.Non-users., 320 13 29 362
(47,.83) (54,17) (49,15) (48,14)
Total, 669 24 59 752
( 100) (100) (100) (100)

- O e R ED e N mm  ME S TS e SRS N s e e TS SEe S M me  wE TS mm mmesS  am s emEm

Note s$-(Figures within the Bracket are percentages to the Totals).



The Table No, 5.3,2, reveals that

the Namosudras are seen chewing ﬁibetel nuts more than
what we see it among the Hiras and the Kaibarttas, But inFase
of smoking habit, the Namasudras are less addicted than the

Y En y
Two other communities,.
rL



- PART FOUR -
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
CHAPTER - VI.
FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATION.

We have here macde an t%mpt to Present the important
findings of the study and therefwxe mafe some suggestions for im-
provement of their socio-economic conditions.

e
Introduction :- The S.C.people are st21l regarded &t

&% much lower social and economic status gmong J&f’?lndu society, °

Before the d%wn of freedom s the poor and down-trodden people »

the Antyajas,now known as scheduled castes (or Harijons),were in

the midst of the social darkness, mental confusion and complexities
and were victims of deep - rooted ¥ Proverty, illiteracy ,backward-
ness, exploitation and sccial oppression. As a resuli, they were
much more backward than any of the highe#bastes in the country .

But no such social repression or oppression of S.C, people at—alid-
could be found in any place of Assam, but . lower soci-
al status tg_ikeékgﬁg;ﬁexweeﬂw%hem. After indq@penéence-, India has
adopted several measures to ameliorate their lot . But only in recent
years a visible progress in this field has been observed. The consti-
tution of India has recognised them as Scheculed Castes and for their
uplift ,certain productive and promotional safe-guards have ﬁgéngfkd -

ted ., Administrative ..&“ﬂgqﬂééiﬁgﬁ?iple;ent these measers.,

Thus all-rounds effoxrtg have been made by the Government fer their

uplift .In addition , the role of t*e €ommissioner of Heiii¥§égigﬁf
Caals

T:ib-s‘ nd,o0ther backward clasres L anj ointed by the Government of In-

dia?ggjno less important in the 1mylementat10n and monitoring of Schem-

":te,\te?,s zlso bua.

created to facilitate the implementation of Welfare Schemes for the: §.

es for Development of S.C.peple . A seperate Directo

1H

8.C. people AT tte lower level , some of S.C.Development functions how
k?%ﬁ'gntragteﬁ to the District S.C.Development Board and the Pahchayats
The C,D.Block have heen working in this regard as the Government agen
¢¥es. The D.R.D.A is also entrgsted with certain responsibility in this

regard., f*‘?%ﬁﬁfunk=%oh$he\Mergous schems‘taxeﬁﬂﬁy the Government,

for S5.C, Development, huge é% g of money have been slem$.¢or the is=Ze-
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gic,-.n—
implementation of different schemes .Buit 21l 1h®9 3% not spenmt for
‘§fﬁﬂé;%;ﬂiiris_meani , So the plight of the S.C.people aimest yemeins

oR—the same riate, As the condition of S.C.peple zre seen much below
expectation, the Government has been forced to extend the special
piixiizkrdxgrant- Pwevileges granted to them by the constitution for

another Ten yes»s—3.eo,up to tke 2000 A.D.

In the field of employment 7% Posts are reserved for the

S.C. people. Mereeyer Dther facilities like 50% concession i%ig?q?i—
+ Cation fees ;relaxation of age limit for appointment ¥® Government

services are prgﬁ&ﬁed %Eftham. The seats aze reserved in educational
institutions and scholarships #re also awarded to the S.C.students. J
Because of this enviable positien enjoyed by them, some caste Hindu
peopleF;IYing to either enlist them in the S5.C.list or to cheat them
by proéurin; a wrong certificates,

A Further , the Psycholocy, which is now developing among the
caste Hindu;,towards the S:p.people peed a humanistic approach
without which social equalization of the S.C. people may not possible -
In this connection it may-be noted that there are some S.C.people
who have economically Seceme sound and socially not backward , The fee-
ling amogé the general caste people is that the criteria of upgrading
the people should not be é%gﬁdon caste system but should be é@#?ﬂan
economic condition, otherwise S.C,people will remain es a disiZict

caste for all dime to come" * Newswe
Now we are geing to explain the main finding.o¥%heam,
Main finding§?5 For the sake of convenience the study is divided

into six chapters ws—given sarlier. Some of the important maim fin-
ﬁings(&hapterwise} —-are as follows.

, ® §S.,Banibilash , Social Economics changes amongs the schedul-
led caste in Assam— A study of the Tihu-Barama Community
Development Block of Nalbari Sub-Division,A dissertation,1991.

Cont—===3



In the first point survey of the six Villages in the comp=z

&
L

0

area we have only three S5.C.Communities-— The\Nzmasucras the H

= o They . TR

and the Kaivartiazs . ey are in micst of a broadéer social environ-

 —

~

S

w

.

ment . The compact area is going # drastic changes after independence.

. hove baos

s
ducational , &dministrative and Development offices zze established

193]

along with economic institutions . In the villages — most of the S.C

households are landless .Occupational diversification is . §56 ebssrved

tho Villo s
=

population ;r@%h during 1961-91 and 1971-91, the rates are

-
i

f
comparatevely low in the compact area , @ during 1961-71 it was found

higher. But the growth rates of S.C.population din/the area are seen to
be much higher in the last Twenty years, 6f course in zll the Villa-
ges these rates are found quite differXent. Seseratio of tre S.C.people
has improved during the years, thgagh- commumitly wise and village wise di-
fferentes are quite %EE@Q&E. Participation rate among the femalesis seon
very low, Sg—is the i i :

. =
The social and economie,overheads are now far-improved than

whatl was at the time of imgdependence. Sanitary and public health ameni-

nities are -

not adequate emcugh .

In chapter IV, we aze presentidy the main findings of the 2nd
point survey of S.,C.households in the compact area .0f the 133 househole
ds surveyed , there arpe altogether 752 people, the average size of the
family being 5.65 .But thes size is not addal in all the Villages and
Communities .In case of sex ratd&e, the variatioen bé%ﬁggﬁ%%be communities
is very vast and distinct - it is lowest in case of the Kaivarttas and
highest in case of the Namasudras. The sex ratio among the married and
marriageables are much better than among the unmarried minors. So among
them also a psychology to dispossess female child has developede.

In chapter v we have discussed abeut the main findings westly k
psychological Qﬁégpgiéﬁﬁtthe social status ,marriage pattern and the
customs of the S.C,people. Their social status has changed a great deal
as a result of Eﬁgg;tgn education, cultural and social uplift,economic
standing.But scme reminiscenses of the Fast\partiCUIarly among the old
guards of the society, belonging to both caste- and scheduled castes
are still prevailing . The feeling of unteuchability anc exploitation

and opprfssion in the compact area A soen absent.Gf—é%é¥§é—é§33ré%he

Contm——==4q4
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under-the impact the neo-religious arganisa%%ons. Along with horie

zantdl social mobility vertical social mobility is alsc a common occ=

urince in the compact area.

From the various questions put to different respondents it
Rony g Chonfe

is rezlised that education among them has enlightened their mental

outlook and has hglped-them elevatgnb;thein social position.They al=
TV g Aol
so feel that their 2conomic and social position has c t

lot and this Feeling if more among the more-eductted ones, O curse Bt

some _among the illiterates sgill feel that their economic and soci-

o, Osa/[:-’d
al position is—éégzglsfating. The Psychology of most of the neople

is that their social and economic pg,igions a ined

2l because of their birth, They also feel that they are most offen
. [
tregted equally .But the equal treatment is only expected mgﬁé_ﬁﬁshg
e
less educated and illiterates- nothEang«the more educated ones, The

iore educated the S,C.people are, thei i s less atta=-
ched to thﬂfr original caste and Traditions., Of course most of thehs P*L

attitudesis that there is practicdlly no difference in social status
between themselves and the higher caste people éggﬁﬁéﬁme educstional
and economic conditionsi?ttéined. But—among~the more educat=d ones
they feel , of course;differently, The-feel generally th&t , what
they should attain at inthe society is not a definite nature. Soci=-
al treatment that the uneducated and illiterates receive in the wmi-
det of the SOCletY is of course seen tao be different éﬁég\ﬁhat the
educated ones ismtreatnésu~w1th More than half of the 5,C,people
still think that untouchability sé}}l prevails, and they are of
the opinion that they are not treated equally,. But this untoucha-

ErnaA,
bility is also prevalent in b%tweegdkhe different S.,C,communities,
This form of untouchability is more acute in Village Kaihati than

in other Villages, Cont= = == = = = 5



The efforts to raise their social status through the
constitutional and legislative measures are still continuing ; but
ks G el JCs
these efforts have touched only'ﬁ4?revileged sectiong, Education is
regarded by them as the most important dfterminant of their social
and economic conditions, ,The more educated ﬁ;ﬁﬂ$g‘the S,.C.Communite

iles are seen to be imitating the life style of the higher castes and

hapes, foke = :
some of them a = h intercaste marriage ,But a large

L
section of them are beceming their own cultural and historical heri-

Tdaen /
tage of the£ast and-se they gre trying to preserve it,

In chapter Y,section II we have presented the marriage
Pattern of the S.C,people in the compact area, It is seen that the
marriage Pattern is undergoing -z changes}t is now arrang=d more by
the consent of the ﬁi‘edding Partners ratRer than by their Earentsm
At presentjmarriaga is more universal among the females than among
the males. So all types of marital status are seen among them,than
among the males, Wicdow remarriage,fﬁiﬁ%ﬁéﬁégzggaaidey—a%i are more
£ﬁ§€5¥2§2 among the males than among the females and tﬁgz‘is also
mocre so among the Namosudras than among the Hiras or the Kaivarttas,
The problem of marriage is more intense in certain Villages than in
others, Early marriage is'still prevalent among them.Of the married
girls, about seven=-tenths are married 2% the age group of 15«20 Ye-
ars , while among the married males, almocst about six=tenths were
married at the age group of 20 to 25 years ., But what is peculiar
among the female marrieds is that a significant number of them

Q§? married at age above 30 years of the different communities

thesecharacteristies are seenapplicable but with different wei-

ghtage .0f course among the Kaibarttas, no sigle person =-male or



(=6) =

female is seen married at age above 30 years, Between the Viliages
el Ay :
alse fhese characteristies are present,_exceggégy Lokhapur, So we
see thiat the changes that *auch the people of the §£atefhave also
affected the S.,C,people in the compact area in a significant way in
all respects including mgrziage, and 1nter-cas£E:ghdqélvorce Status
mobility, untouchability, housing pattern.and—almest—all, But still
a difference is persisting in between the different S.,C,communities ,
The self consciousness and socidl awareness have made them strive
hard and we can expect thit what remains in the society about scci=-
al- stigma, economic backwzrdmess, cultural and spiritudl aloofness ot
all-will gé%@ur awdy in the years to come.

Conclusion $=- So in conclusion w@ could say that the hypo=-
P i 4 s
theses we adopted t investigation is—made, have been
: . ; o Jora A
‘*ésted and found valid, The age old socizl and econcomic inhibifiions »ud
Gyk“iri& the higher castes ?nd ungrudgingb( ) but

i cq_"O‘_Y 2 8—-—&—1'__'\
hesitatingly followed by them,are seegb£§£2;jgg§%inunﬂs%§:g;d*in a

pi : d “there *g_only a reminiscences, But what

is there , is also affecting the different communities of the schedu-

led castes.

The government sponsored,constitution-based programmes
are implemented for their upliffTEhey hﬁve notzEgéa-seen tdﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%iﬁ
all of them equally . Those who are found educgtionally and econo-
mically advanced _are reaping the benefits most,Cf course in recent
times a mass confciousness among them is seeh emerging dgf.

The—9x1g1nal—statﬁshmcbi&&%y—eattﬁrnﬁef —horizental

eﬁimﬁ»1w4ﬂL4L;E_ Roub—varhe ot
< _ d £ i -Chgracter—{throfigh inter-caste
LY i S tellap plae M._., {2 dnto wida - ea gl

marriage, occupaticnal diversification, educaticnal afd cultural

0

o
v
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improvement and politicdl suzersimty. OStwive~o=,
Economic Development of the compact area has been ékhgé%gflz% k7

in—because of the educaticnal awareness and expansion, extension
of sociazl and economic mverhedds prowided te—them and-thesehave
the direct effeet—on the 5.,C people residing theres

Rec endati $= Now we are in é positicn to sse the
vital problems affecting the society of the schecduled caste comme
unities and therefore can visualise and infer what is going to ha-
ppen in them. For a speedy, proper and cohesive tfansformation of
their society we are—here reggﬁﬁéhdigg'géfdgigrggagestions for
implementation.

The suggestions are $-

1, At present a villgge with a 40% 5,C,population is ynder=
tgkén uncéer the S.C.componentfgga for—this only such Villages qdﬂﬁ@
enjoy the benefits earmarked for the S5.C,people.But such Villszges
are not agggjﬁMost cf the Villgges have less than 40% S.C,populati=-
on and therefore most cof the S5.C,people are deprived of the benefitsg
We ,therefore like—te suggest that the compact areas of the S CoVilla
ges with a 5,C,population o%mﬁc% ia—%he-ébceé%ﬁzfggiigéhe10 in unde;:JL
takingthe component plan for implementation, Thﬁ,will atleast cover
a large S.,C,populaticn. The welfare measures to be implemented,on this
basis c;gzgizertainly be more helpfal, vasf' .

2, Secondly, we are of the opinion that the policy of the
Governments- both state and central is to be implemented meore Vigo-
roasly,%%h policy should ¥6uch the most economically dewintrodden
ones first and not to be implemented as at present on political or
educational back=-ground,

3. Thirdly- for the implementation cf the welfare measures-

" officiazls and representatives on which the responsibkbility of

Conte===8 Sxptr-

the



=B

implementation rests « should as far as practicable belong to the S,C, PL&th
ecmmuaityes,

4, Fourthly, the benefits now conferred on the couples of inter-

¢aste marriage should be provided in right earnest, when such a marriage
Oy b =

is takfflg place. The é;dburha of the Village should be given the respon-

sibility of collecting imbPormation onﬁ£E§§j3$%ft and tkﬁ;i%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁ:%ﬁggziJ

on—shounld- immediately ﬁaigg;‘ This will expeéigéfgg;j:j;;ess of inter-

caste marriage =- even w1th1n the S,C fcld-ﬁegrzﬁ;éﬁ—ﬁﬁtﬁﬁ&gg;;grty'and

egsity eradicated.
5. Fifthly, education must pe spread to all both young and
¢ld; The present state of social inhititions are particularly among
the old and illiterate ones. The National literacy Mission should
take up the task of 1literacy drive among the 5.C,people with more-

V¥igour and +%eal.

6. Sixthly the Tradificnal occupations of the 5,C, communities
should be encouraged-through provisions of infra-structurzl facilities,
. : . A hals . b a

Rroviéing-raw~ materials at concession” at preees and sometimes—giwving

occupational subsidies and—lay-exemptiom. <k -

whech
7. ThBRearlofment guots resiiletea eoﬁ.he S,C,people should

be commensurat®mg with the percentage of 5,C,people wibhin the district,
The present 7% jab reservation should be limited to all #ddia and all
Assam categories, And at the district and Panchayat level=-this reservg=-
tion should be on the basis of population proportion in the respective
areas,
8, There should be better understanding, consultation and co-
Operation hé%égzﬁaﬁhe S.C, Development councils, the Pinchayats (Gaopan-
chayats, Anchalik Panchayats and Jila Parishads)

4
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Government DepartmEnt% particularly welfare Department~at all levels,

Preparation of Schemes, implementation and evaluation and monitcring,

9., The development expenditures earmarkeed for the 5.,C,
A Ve T2
people should not be direeted te—sany others-as is often seen at
present, The component plan fcr the S,C,people should include not
only micre-schemes for the development of the S.C,households agnd in-
C\)vﬁ.c
dividuals, but 40 it should include infra-structural development of

the S5.C,people dominated greas,

10, Lastly voluntary organisations organised by the differe-
nt S.Qecommunities for their development and protection from cazusation
of drag-abuse, eradication of social inhitition etc.etc, should be

M—«Bﬁ-"
encuouraged and necessary grants=ine-zid- pQ provided to them.
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