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CHAPTERS-TI

— - . — — — —

Child Labour in India : A General Obsdrvation.

fntroduction :- The Government of India and International
organisation like U.N.O. implemented various policies on
children with a view to mobilise public opinion to bring
about mental and phvsical development of children and to do
awav with the exvloitation of children. Children must be
carefully nourished and nurtured as seedling of future humal
resources so thet in future thev would be able to contribute
to the societies all round developmnent. But in Indla a large
number of children are engaged in day to dav phvsical works
for earning monev, Poverty, illeteracv, social envircnment
and socio-economic background of families are responsible
for growth of child labour, Rural-Urban migration, change of
land use pattern, maintenance problems are also some of the
possible factors leading to the growth of c¢hild labour.
According to "Asian Monitor'" every third household in India
has a working child, every fourth child in the age group of
five to fifteen vears is emploved and over twentyv percent of
the country's gross product is contributed by the childlabour.
(A.K. Kumar, 1993). Non-governmental sources put the number
of child labour between 44 million and 100 million (A.K. Kumar,
1993). Two fi“th of India's population is revorted to have
below 14 yvears. A considerable number o7 Lhem are working

from dawn to dusk in houses as maid-serverts, in hotels as



hotel bovs, in Carrages as helper, working off roads as ragpickers, '
shifting and collecting waste papers, vicking polvthene packets
and manv other waste products to sell those to earn their liveli-
hood.

~-Child lzbhour can be defined as one who earns full or part
of his/her livelihood through his engagement in an occupation or
a job on full time or part-time basis, whose age are below “orteen
as per article 24 of Tndian Constitution. Majoritv of the child
labour are engaged in some kind of economic activity as part-time
workers in order to supwnlement familwv income.

In underdeveéloped countries like India, children are
involved at early age in household works and family occupations
as a part of their training and work. Such work improves their
skills and their family income but deprives them from schooling.
Generallyv thev leave their school at their early age. Cities and
towns in Indla as well as other underdeveloved countries are marked
by _ poverty, unemployment, migration, overpopulatiosn etc. The
administrative machineries of the cities and towns have failed to
cope with the problems of child labour. The poverty continues to

remain as one of the major social problem aggravating the child

labour problem.

The child labour problems in urban areas is continiouslv

increasing because of unhvgenic conditions of works and the

nature of the work load. Tn some eases child labour are engaped



. in hazardous works endengering their lives. For example,working

in motor garage or working in a tea stall, a child labour has to
work for about 12 hours a day. Even if there 1s no accident, Just
the normal course of the hazardous work if continued for a few
years, can ruin the health of the child labour for all time to come.
This may be due to the very cramped and unhygienic place to work,

due to exposures to dangerous chemicals or other factors.

The main factors of the existence of child labour are
illiteracy and poverty. It is important to realise that the exis-
tence of such hazardous labour in cities is also linked to the
economic distress in rural areas, Many poverty striken people migrat-
ing from villages to cities accept extremely hazardous work for themselves and
their chilildren at a relatively low wage rate. When its income is
even below its subsistence needs, then it may have no option but
to agree to even such painful compromises as to send its own
children to highly hazardous work.

Child labours are forced to work in ianhuman conditions.
They are suffering from several physical ailmerts and medical facili-
ties, ¢ilvic amenities and government aids were distant dream to
them. Individualy most of the children are not recognised as labours
and when it come to the payment of wages, owners of the trades used
abused language, beat and forced them to work more and more without
any payment. The children have no hope and aspiration about their

future. They are not fully aware of constitutionsl rights and human

rights ¢



Working children are a phenomenon which is associated with
the poor countries. Every family has to earn in order to make a
minimum level of existence for the family. The works are generally
hotel labourers, garrage assistence or load carriers, construction
workers, daily labourer etc. The girl children are engaged mainly
with the work of household as maid servent. While this phenomenon
is associatedﬂﬁith ;;;éfﬁy, ité'main reasonfis the latk of education
and adequate emplovment. We agree with Devoki Jain who states "If all adult
men and weman had access to earn Income according to the minimum
wage or according to an above poverty line which gave a minimum
level of living, no parents in rural or traditional or slum India
would want to send their children to do dirty work, sometimes
dangerous work. They would invariably send them to the school (D.Jain

1890. P-10).

According to a rough estimate (Govt. of India, Ministrv of
Human Resource Development 1992) about child workers, there are 180
million working children in India as in 1981 out of which 47% are
girl child. Girl workers who suffers much more than bov workers.
Girl rag-pickers however live in the constant fear of sexual abuse
and violation. Girl children in domestic emplovment are also often
cought up equally exploitative situations espicially when they are
sexually abused by males in the family. Simon Joseph (1991) made a

general observation on the nature of work of girl ¢child on the basis

of research findings in that male children are to be ‘cound in o

o Y
=14

ations or processes where there is more likelihoos of skill formation
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while girl perform mainly unskilled, manual, low paid jobs. The
.existing industrial policy lends indirect support to the perpetuation
of child labour because thev are relatively cheaper than other adult
labour where profits are approximately higher. Women and children

are most exploited workers in Asain cities, both in industrialising

and low income countries., In Asia, urban children under age 15 are
found in debilitating forms of work that not onlv keep them in poverty
but are hazardous to life. Children in India start working in industrial
activities at ages as voung as give and it 1s estimated that one fourth
o' the national labourforce consists of children under 14 vears. Most
of them never learn to read and write, are treated as bonded rather

than salaried workers (AP report).

1.2. The Magnitude of the problem of the child labouvr in India

In a report bv PTI, more than 80 million children in the Indian
sub-continent are languishing in bondage todayv working 14 to 16 hours
in a day in inhuman, unhyvgi#enic conditions as "voiceless non-beings",
India has nearly 55 million children in bonded labour, mainly engaged
in agriculture, mining, construction, fishing, carpet weaving, fire-
works, Matches, glass moulding, bidi, gem cutting and polishing, way
side eating stall, automobile workshops, metal cuting polishing, washing
and domestlc servicg the statement said, Tn carvet industry in India,

there are near about three lakhs child labour were emploved. (PTI, 1993),



"According to National Sample Survey there were about
17 million working children out of 270 million children. Over 83%
of them were engaged in agriculture and remaining in manufacturing
processing service and repair sector, No authentic survey is available
and the government works on ad-hoc Sample Survevs. The authentic
informationrgyailablg:is frquCensps 1981, which put their nuhber
at 13.64 million™ (C.L. Kalsi, 1990). The ensus report of 1981
indicates .that out of 13,640,873 child labour below the age of 14 vears,
1,071,004 child labours are urban childlabour. In which 770,658 are
males and 300,346 are females:

Child workers in India in 1981 (0 - 14) years age group

Persons Males Females 1
Totals | 13,640,873 8,113,512 5,527,361
Rural | 12,569,869 ' 7,342,854 5,227,015
Urban | 1,071,004 770, 658 J 300, 346 ‘

Source : Census of India 191

Tahle- 1,2 helow furnishes percentage, distrihuiion of child lahour

by sex in urban and rural areas.



Percent

distribution of child labour in Urban and Rural area of

India according to Sex in 1981.

Perscors Malas Females
Rural 92.15 90.50 94.57
Urban 7.85 9.50 5043
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00
Source :- Census of India 19&1

and in urban area the percentage is 7,85. The number of ¢hild labour

in rural areas is higher than urban areas in case of both male and

female child workérs.

lakhs were children and in a population of 10000, 1L were beggars

and 6 of them were in the age group of 14 years.

In rural area the percentage is higher in cultivation works. But in

urban s~ctor, the percentage of childlabour is hirher in manufa -

turing works.

In rural area the percentage of child labour in 92.15

According to census renort, out of 7.4 lakhs begser 1.5

The numbers of child worker is higher in rural India.




Distribution of child workers (Boys and Girls) in India in 1981

by nature of trade (in percentage)

3 .| Category of work Rural Urban
-0 . Male Female Male Female ;%
1. Cultivators L3.9 36.8 6.1 | 5.3
|
2. Agriculture i 39.9 51 .6 12.2 23.2 |
R lL ,
3. Live Stock, Foresty 7.8 3.3 3.7 1.8 \
L. Mining & Qrarryin% 0.2 0.2 0.3 O
5. Manufacturing 4.9 5.9 49.1 38,2
7. Trade & Commerce 1.3 0.4 19.0 2.9 1
8. Transport &
Communication eted 0.1 0.0 3.0 Ok {
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
| 1
Source :- Census of India 1981

In India about 80% of child labours are estimated to be

from SC and ST communitv. Among the third world countries child-

lanour is highest 1n India. Desvite the hue and crv to ban or



probibit child labonur through legislation it ~enhirues %o grow

unabated reaching a figure of 17.50 mil’ion in *98L4 as against 10.7

million in 1971. (U.C. Sahoo, 1990)

~In the year 1971, the child population in Tndia 10.7 million

(i.c. 4.7% of total population and 5.9% of total labour force) child-

ern were engaged in employment out of total child workers 0.7 million

were working in urban areas and remaining 10 million (93%) were

emploved in rural areas., The following table provides the estimate of

child labour by NSSO and Census of India.

—_— —

Estimates of Number of Child workers (5-14 vears) in India by N.S.S.0._

(1977 - 78) and Census 1981,

S1. Category of NSSO estimate 1977-88

Census 1981

No. Workers

_A11 Areas:ﬁﬁural * Urban “ AllAreas “ Rural * Urban

1. Total .2,00,199 * 1,83,060° 17,139 *1,35,908 125522 * 10,38

Workers (11.6) (13.1)  (5.3) (7.6) * 19.0) (2.6)
2. Main/Maj ) ° ‘ ¥

tim;‘/ BIOT 166,203 1,51,772 14,431 L,11,67L 1,001,896 9,778

workers . (97) T (10.9) 0 (k.5)  t (6.2) (7.3) (2.5)
3 ’gf}gg;ggi{, © 33,996 131,288 . 2,708 . 24,23k 23626 . 608

Workers . (2.0) (2.2) (0.8) (1.4) = (1.7)  (0.2)
L. Total T . .

population . *

of children . ) : *

(5-1h yrs) 17,19,498 . 13,9,157 | 323 341 L 17,93,136 . 13,99,258 . 393,878

Source :- Ministry of Welfare, Govt. of India, Child in India,

A Statistical Profile, New Delhi - 1985 P LA7
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According to N.S5.S5.0. estimates the work particination rate of

child labour , in the age group of 5 - 14 years was 11.6 while the

rate was calculated at 7.6 according to the 1981 Census. The same
rate for urban areas of India was estimated at 2.6 in the 1981 Census
of the total child workers in urban areas of India 39.16% was
emploved in household and other industries, 20.04% was emploved as
cultivators and agricultural labours and 15.03% was emploved in

trade and c0mmercia1 actlvities (Govt. of India, Ministry of

Welfare 1985) '. _ _

The Sixth five vear plan documents estimated that the
childlabour in India in 1985 was 172.2 lakhs while the child labour
projection for 1995 1s 175.2 lakhs. Child workers in 1985 in
urban areas of India was estimated at 18.3 lakhs while it is
projected for 1995 at 20.7 lakhs. The data collected by N.S.S.
pointed out that the participation of children in the age group
of 10 to 14 vears was highest in 1970, "The following table provides

the age structure of child labour in India in 1970.

Labour force participation rate according to age group .

»

Labour force narticipation rate

Age Group - -
Rural Urban Total
Male Female Male Female Wale TFemale
5 - 9 303 2014' 005 ()-7 2 8 2.1
Source :- Report of the Committee of exnert on unemplowment

estimates, vlamning Commiscion 1970, Mew Delhi PLLE



It apvears that the Incidence of c¢child labour 1s more prominant
in the rural areas than in the urban areas. Moreover the
participation of male child labour is more than that of female
child labour. In combined urban and rural India, child lahour
in thé"age group 5 to 9 vears constitutes 2.8 % and 2.1 %

of labour force varticipation in male and female respectively.
Tn the age group of 10 to 14 vears, child Jlabour constitutes

28.9 % and 20.1 % of the work force in male and female respectiwe lv ,

The following table furnished the distribution of child labour

in the age group 5 to 14 vears hv the nature of work (in percentage).

Sl. Works Rural ’ Urban

e e 4 m = ——

No. Bovs Girls Poys Girls

1. Self emploved
Household workers 63 57 L6 L6

2. Regular salaried
workers 11 5 31 25

3. Non-regular

salaried workers 26 38 23 29
Total 100 100 100 100
Source : -Provisional Result of L4th Survev on Employment and

Unemplovment (19287-88) N,3,5,0.
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The Magnitude of the problem of child labour in Assam

The labour Minister of Assam Sril Dileswar Tanti informed the Assam
Assembly on 17th March, 1993 that various industries in the State
employ about 20,714 child labours of which the tea industry alone
employs 19,791 child labours although the fipgure seems to be an
underestimation. According to report with the State government,

the break up of the industries emploving child labourers are as

follows

S1. No. Trade

Number

1. Shops and estalilishwent 172
2. Engineering Industry 29
3. Plvunod Trdustry 10
L. Hotels anAd Resturaents 204
B 5. Embroidery 3
6. State pencil manufacturing 5
7. Poultrv 15
8. Transport 75
g. Agriculture 105
10. _ Brick Kiln Industry 2L5

Source : Assam Tribune March 18th, 1994 Page-8.
According to an estimate by State government, more than 50 % of the
total ponulation of Assam are below the povertv line in 1QR6&,
Inspite of the fact that efforts and heavv amounts are being spent

on various poverty eradiction and child protection programmes,vet

the vercentage of mopulation helow the novert'r line has not

decreased substéntially.
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Thus to understand the problem of child labour, the levels of living
and poverty should be taken into account.

4,.4. Salient Provisions of Constitution on Childlabour in India :-

Article 24 of the Indian Constitutign provided that 'No child below
the age of fourteen years shall be emploved to work in any factory
or mine or engaged in any other hazardous emplovment. Like wise
Article 45 (Directive principal of state policy) states that 'The
state shall endeavour to provide within a period of ten vears fom
the commencement of this constitution far free trade and compulsory
education for_all children untill the age of fourteenvears'. T he
Directive principales embodied in Article 39 (e) and (f) (1) the
health and strength of workers,memn and women and the tender age

of children are not abused. (2) Citizens are not forced by

economic necessity to enter avocations unsuited tc their age or
strength. (3) Children are given opportunities anéd facilities

to develop in a healthyv manner and in conditions of dignit and
freedom. (4) Childhood and vouth are protected against exnloita-
tion and against moral and material a}an@onment.

1.5. India's Accession to the U.N. Convention on the Rights of

the child in December 1992 :-

On 11th December, 1992 the instrument of accession bv the
Government of India to the above menlLioned convention was deposited

with the U.N.,@ecretgry Generalf



.Convention on the Right of the Child.

Article 32
(1) states recognise the right of the child to be protected

from economic exploitation and from perform’ng any work that 1s
1ikely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child's education,
or to be harmful to the child health or phvsical, mental, spiritual,

moral or social development.

(2) states shall take legislative,administrative, social

and educational measures to ensure Lhe implementation of the present
article. To this end and having regard to the relevant provisions
of other instrumental instruments, states parties shall in parti-

cular. ( U. Baxi - 1993 ).

(a) Provide for a minimum age for admission to emplovment.

(b) Provide for approvritate repgulation of the hours and
conditions of cmpliiviienb.

(c) Provide for appropriate penalties or other sanctions
to ensure the effective enforcement of the present article.

Artiecle L49.
3 .

(1) The present convention shall enter into feorce on thz thirtketh
dav following the date of denosit with the Secretarv General of

the United Nations of twentieth instrument of ratification or

accession.



A 2) For each state ratifying or acceding to the conventlion after

the deposit of the twentiaeth Instrument or ratification or accession,
the convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth dav after
denosit by such state of its instruments of ratification or acces-

sion

1.6. Acts and Policies for Prohibition and Regulation of Child

labour in India :-

The Government have announced a Hational child labour policy, This
includes stepning up the enforcerent of the childlabour {Prohibi-
tion and Regulation) Act 1926, the Factories Act 1948, the Mines
Act 1952, Emplovment of children Act 1432, Plantatior Labour Act
1951 enacted with a view to providinr- legal protection to children
in various occupations. —— The Government are also implementing
an T.7..0 programme entitled ' International Prasramme for the
Elimination of Childlabour.! The Department of Women and Child
Development are undertaking continious measures for implementation
of domestic law, as well as India's commitments under the U.N.
convention on the Rights of the child. ( J.N. Dixit, 1993).

The Government are trving to ensure that child labour
1s not exposed to the prohibited category of hazardous employment.
At the seventh SAARC summit at Dhaka in April, 1993, the Head of
the States or Governments reaffirmed their commitiment to accord

the highest priority to child survival, nrotzction and development,
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The child labour issue was not discussed at the Harare Summit.
In Vienna Conferencg the Government of India very stréngly support-

ed the relevent sections of the Vienna Declaration relating to the

Rights of child.

1.7. World Conference on Human Rights, Vienna, 1992

The Rishts of the child :-

1. The world conference reiterates the principales of'First Call

for children' and in this resnect, underline th: major national

and international gffortg, especially thosewof the United Naﬁions
fhildren's F&hd (UNICEF), fo?upromoting respect for the rights

of the child to survival, protection, development and participation,
2. Measures should bhe taken to achiave universal ratification

of the convention on the Rights of the Child by 1995 and the
universal signing of the World Summit Declaration and plan of
Action, as well as their effective Implementation. The World

conference urges. states to withdraw reservations to the convention
on the Rights of the child contrary to the objiece and purpose

of the convention or otherwise contrary of intesrnational treaty
law.

3. The World Conference urges all nations to undertake measures,
with the support of international co-operation, to achieve the
goals in the world suwmit plan of Action. The conference calls

on the states to integrate the convention on the RNights of the
child into their bational action plans. By means of fhese national
action plans and though international efforts, rarticular ntioritv

should be wnlaced to reduce infant and materpral mortality ratos,
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reduce malnutrition and illiteracy rates and to provide access
to safe drinking water and to basilc educatilon.

4. The world conference urges all states with the support of

international co-oneration, to address the acute problem of children

under sveciallvy difficult circumstances. Exvloitation and abuse

of children should be actively combatted, including by ad ressing

[

their root cause. I Tective measures are required acainst ferale
infarticide, harmful child lahour, salr of children and organs,
child Drostitupion, child pornogranhy as well az other forms

o sextua! abuse,

5. The world conference sunnorts all measures bv the ''nited
Nations and 1ts snecinlised agencies to ensure the e” ective
nrotection and pronolion of huoan oidhts of Lhe =irl crn'ld.

A. The ' orld confererce recoprnicoes the imnortsont role ol ved

by non-governmental orgmanications (MCO) in the effective imnle-
mentation of all human ri~hts instrurents and in roarticular, the
convention on the richts ol the child.,

1.8. Provision of Letv and Acts and kalicies Lor cniaila lebour in

The Government of Indic enacted .iany laws zid Acts to protect the

interect of child lobcours snd Lo ciep exploitotion rnd ebusces of

lrbows by employers. Tnese  wss ine chiliren (pledging otLeoour

Act 1333) wvhich prchibited meking of wne.. oo the work perioriicd by

the cnildren is illegal. The Govli. encouraged otuvilles (on g oveys
ano appointed g leticnel Convdittee of Cluild labour uander che ch=ir-

menchie ©F 3ri .3 Gururaliswamy. Consuloation wi th Losoe union

4



-Lig )=
to the adoption of ©nild lrbour (,vohibition and Aggulz;ion) act
198¢ and eztablishment of Centrel Advisdry Corunittee,

The Act prohibts ewploymant ol clhidluren in gix occupations
and 14 process under section 3 , but it also provides that it will
not appiy if the occunier carries out the worl with the mewers of
his family. To sup;lément the provisions or the Act, a 'iechnical
2dvisory Committee has been conciituted to identify alditicnael process
whefe child labour coilc be prohibited. On it ¢ .vice, ciild lesour
hes been furlher benned in the solling of croiwers, process using
toxic . metals of lead, mecury, chromium, benzine and slate pencils.

To further strengthen the efiorts to .rogressively eliminate
child lzpour, Nazticnal cih:ildllabour policy was cdopted in 12387. It
calls for 3 pronged strategy of legal action, devetailing other
welfare schemes énd development rrogrammes through project-sased plen
of attion, Under legal action, cmphasis wes lzid on ensorcciint oo
provisions.

The other approach was to taelke auvantag: ol schcnes ol
welizre run oyother denariments which relaote 1w foriwal ewvceiion,
health, nutrition, intcgrated chiild devclopmaene, incone and enployrient
opportunities.

&  roject-based plan of :cliva was i.aiticted in some
industries with high concentration or cinile labour, sowe 01 t.ese
industries ave ;- - - . )

l. Metch Factory oi 3ivexcshi (vemdl malud

2. Dimond policing Industry oi Surat (Gujrat)
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3. Glass factory of laridopod (Utlar kiodesh)

4. Drass industries ol Lirujabad (Utlor Pracsosh)

5. Carpet indusiries of lirjepur, Boneras (Uttar Prraeth)
6. Hand mzde ceorpet making racuory of Jamuawu and Fasisnlr,
7. State industries ol Mondsuc (Lwahya Prodosh)

8. State incuctries oi lakupur (Andra Pradesh)

. Costliest rlineral rolicing industries or Jaipur (dajasthan)

Zosout 30,000 chd léren will be covered evgrr yorr at a cost

oL . 110 miliion per year. 1n all these projects cuila lobour

Shoi

bzen poondkited.s whie programme involving setting up ol sooecial schools,

vocationsl training, suonplenentary nulrltion cne nealih cooe. 2rovision

- s}

for stipends has been made for culliren tolicn out from the -ocbidden

ciployients to conpensate luss o1 their earnings. Along with this,

voluntery organisations had becen authoriscd to wale up action oricnted

srojects tar the benctit of child labour. Over 8. 11.495

CLrorz wWasS

given to voluntary orgenisations during 1989-90.
To evalute the eifcectivencess oi the 1986 act,

ol project-based action, a task iforce was constituted witn Dr.

L-l‘i .
Singhvi as cheirman which suobmitted its report in December 19€9. The
tesk force says that the ket ol 1986 was cast in customery conventional

mould which ¢oes not cnbody mandatory provisions fo. =ducetion, trainin

health and even for the creation of a mMNational c¢hild lchour welfare

find. The advisory Board is not statutory and there is no provision
for the submission o0f its report to varliament or state legislature.

according to them, legislatiye action plan should be redically recast

P

and retormed,
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To monitor the programmes to the petter of c¢hild
‘lapour ILO is providing iunds for the gsolling up of a mechanizsm in
the Ministry of Labour to be known a: caild lebour &action and support
project (CLASP). It will enhance the policy, planuing and implementacion

v and help in monitoring on goina projecis cnd Lurther prog-

(s

C l_'.aci'

O

rammes and facilitate a more efficient use of governmental resources.

On Septemb=-r 30, 1990 over 150 nations including India
unaninously adopted a declaration and plan of action for survival,
protcction and aevelopment of child to yive a oeitter future. Lhey
adopted o rwugiﬁtjon.to w&rk fof SPéciaL profectjon of working child
and for the apolition of 1lligal chilu labour.

In 1579, child labour cell hes been formed under Labour
Ministry. The cell implements many aCts on to avolition of child
workers and other facilities to protuction andl develorment o

childrene.
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el Objectives of the Study :-

The basic objectiﬁe of the provosed study is to investigate

the socio-economic background of child labour in greater Guwahati

and its implications. To be more svecific it is propesed to

investigate,

(1) The trend of growth of child labour in the citv.

(2) The factors that are responsible for [forcing to be child labaur.

3) The tyvpes of services done by the child labour.

(4) The health and hvgenic conditdons of the child labour.

(5) FEducational background of the child lahour,

(6) The Socio—Ecbnomic background of child labour.

(7) The problems of child labour including the nature and extent
of economic and social exploitation.

(8) It is also proposed to outline some measures to stop abuses
and exploitation of child labour,

Lol Hvpothesis +

There 1s no any central hypothesis to be tested in the studv. But

certain important questions relating to the area of studv will be

answared. Some of them are

1. What is the extent of child labour T

2. Vhat are the main factors responsible for the rrowth of child

labour ?
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3. What is the nature and extent of abuses and exploitation of
child labour and their socio-economic implications.

2.3 Significance of the Studv :-

The study attempts to unearth certain important facts relating.

to the extent and nature of child labour and their exploitation.
This studv also examines the family income of the family of the
child ‘labour, Educational qualification of their family, their
housing problems, the standard of living, the educational qualifi-
cation of the child labour etc. This nrovides enough emperical
evidence to the government and local authoritlies to take apnrowvriate

steps to hit at the roof of the oroblem of child labour.

2.4 Methodology, data collection and Samnle design -

The work 1s based on both primaryv and cecorlary data. All che
available and relevant secondary sources of inTormation both
published and unpubliched are consulted. In or-der to obtain
primary data on the socilo-economic background of the child labour,
a sample Survay was conducted in grester Guwahati, the gquestionnaire
being given in the Aprendix.

The Coverage of Sample Survev in greater Guwahati as
defined by the Gauhati Minicipal Corporation. The Sample Survey

has been carried out in two stages. In the first stage, out of

34 wards, we have selected 5 wards separately for the specific trade

under studv. The selected wards consist hipghest numbers of specific

P

trade. Four specific trade have lteen identi®ied here most of the

child labowr are enra -od, They are 1) Car Gar ares 2) Tez stalls,
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Hotels and Resturents 3) Rag-nickers (waste collectors) and
) Househodd Servents.

In the second s}age, a radom sample in the selected
wards hazs been conducted to ‘eollect the desired data on child
labour. The size of the 1amnies is about 7977 of the listed 627

car gar-ages and about 5,40% of the 833 tea stall and ahout 0.40 %
of the 104570 houschelda. "Tho relevent supplimentary informztion are
cnllected from all other oroilobhle  secon oy  soucrces  like
Census report , renort of Gauhati Municipal @orporation

b]

News papers , Journals , Booklets, reports of Town and

Country Planning . Corporation and Ponulation HResearch

Centre , Gauhati Universitv.

2.5 The Area_of‘Research : Greater Qu»ahati D=

The area of research is Greater Guwahatl as defiarzi by Cauhati
Minicipal Corporation which is the nerve centre of trade and
commerce in Assam. The growth of trade and commerce and oltrer

forms of Business activities in Guwahati has a long history,

During Ahom rule, it was also a centre of trade and business
activities, "After the arrival of British the imvortance of

Guwahati increased. Manvy fold with the esgtablishment of educational

institutions and various industries and being the zatewav to

the rest of the countrv through rail and river communication.

Xfter independence fmwahati herome the certral vlace ¢f busines ,
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administration, educational activities etc. in Assam. Guwahati
is also the district head-quarter of Kamrup district and also
became the capital of Assam since 1972 after the creation of
the 8tate of Megha ava.

The citv 7s situtated on the south bank of the river
Brahmaputra at an altitude of 55 meters f-rr tha sea lovel, the
latitude and longituce heing 26°1071 45 (1) ard 92,40 (E)
respectively (Bouah, 1984). The area covered by greater Guwahati
(Area of GMC) at present 216 sq. lkm. The Gauhati Municipal
come into emistence in the vear of 18A5. In 1974 the Gauhati
Municipal Corvoration was constituted. According to 1971 Census
the population of Cuwahati was 1,23,783, As there was no Census
in Assam in 1@91, the projected population of Guwahati was
estimated to be 5,50,000. Accofding to 1991 Census, the population
of greater Guwahati was 5,84, 342 (Census of India 1693)., Since
the population increased by only 34,342 durinm 1981 to 1991,
the projected vopulation 1981 was definitely an overestimation.
The rapid urbanisation, Industrialisation and rapid growth
of population in Guwahati has resulted in opening wider avenues
of efploymeht both in organised and unorganised sectors. The
population of Guwahati has been raising rapidlv in recent vears
due mainly to the migration of povulation fvom different narts
of the state as well as country and outsiie of the countrv,

According to 1971 Census about 59.73 w.c. of total wopulation of
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Guwghati had miprated to this town while the rom-migration
pooulation constituted only 40.27 percent. The palce of origin

of the migrated population to Guwahati in terms of percentage of

total population as per 1971 Census as furnished in the following
table :-

31. No Place of origin Percentape of total Migrated
Population 1971.

1, Kamrup District 17.07
2e Qther District of Agsam 1512
3. Rest of India ‘ 16.92
& Outside India 10.62
A1l Total 59.73
Source :- Town and Country Planning Organisation, Government

of Assam. Fianl Master Plan and Zoning Regulations

for Guwahati,h 1987 .



Migration of population from Rihar (41.90% ),
West Bengal ( 12.62% ), Rajasthan ( 19.47%) Meghalaya (10.20%)
and Uttar Pradesh ( 9.62% ) constitutes the wain source of
migration from outside of Assam. Further, out of the total
migrant from outside India, about 70% came from Bangladesh
(East Pakistan) and 15.5% from Nepal. ( Town and Country

Planning Organisation, Government of Assam).

The density of population of Greater Guwahati
was 8693 per square kilometer in 1971. In 1981 Census the
projected density of population in Greater Guwahati was
6237 per square kilometer and it was 2705 in 1991, The fall
in the density is mainly due to increase in the size
Greater Guwahati from 14.24 square kilometer in 1971 to

88 square kilémeter in 1981 and to 216 sguare kilometer in
in 1991.

- There are 34 Municipal wards under greater Guwahati,

The distribution of total population and household in the

various Municipal wards is furnished in the following table.



Ward Number Number of Population Number of Household

] 11L18 1994
2 11696 1951
3 LE&1 966
L 17249 3557
5 9693 2050
é 12637 2540
7 10933 2050
8 6297 1222
9 24279 5094

10 14801 2658
11 38644 7812
12 11294 2110
13 11236 1941
14 15025 3231
15 29080 6133
16 22457 5382
17 G352 1230
18 7767 1400
19 8096 1233
20 7082 1280
21 7419 1406
22 19379 1981
23 10898 2198
2L 5788 1162
25 13824 2942
26 12289 2737
27 17418 L232
28 10878 2413
29 L0189 9552
30 10618 2548
31 — 28178 - £836
32 L5362 10764
33 38889 8718
34 : 49296 11926
TOTAL 58,43,42 12,5%,06
Source := M.I.C.U.P. State Unit — Villege/Town Primary

Census Abstru~t .. 1993,



Decadal variation of Population in (reater Cuwohati

Year Total Population Decadal Variation (Percentage)
1951 L3.615 L7.38
1961 1,00,707 130.90
1971 1,23,783 22.91
1981%* 5,50,000 344,33
1991 5,84 ,342 6.24

% Estimate for {981 is projected.
Source :- Census of India, 1981 and Census of India 1993 (Provisionah’
The decadal variation of population of Greater Guwahati is not stable,
In 1941-51 the growth rate was 47.38% and in 1951-61 it was increased
to 130.90% but in 1961-71 it had declined and the growth rate was
only 22.91%. On the other hand in the vear 1971-£1 the growth rate
of population increases by 344.33% but in 1921-91 it had declined
and the growth rate was only 6.24%. The duadel variation between
1971-81 and 1981-91 cannot be taken for granted as the projected
population of 1981 is suspected to be overestimated.
Residents af Guwahati are Perdum]nngtTy of Tndian origin

S.

Assamese and Bengali form the largest linguistic group. Manipuries,
Biharies and Maruaries are found in cluster in different localities.

Tt is observed that more than two Tiftk of the total bopulationr
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_ consists of infants and children falling in the age group 0-14
which is mainly comprises of primary and High school going
children. In the vear as per 1971 Census the child population

of Guwahati constituted 29.53% of the total population (i.e, in
absolute number the child population was 36,558) in the age
group of 0 - 14 vears. While workers (all ages) constituted 34.92%
of the total population in Guwahati in 1971, childlabour (0-14
vears age group) constituted 2.91% of total population. Vale
child worke;swconsﬁiguted 3.94% of the total male population and
female child workers constituted 1.79% of the total female
pOpulation; The total working population of the city in 1971,
child workers 1in the age group of 0 - 14 vears accounted for

3% of the total male workers 2.25% was in the age group of 0-14
vears while 16.43% of the total female workers of the city was

in the age group of 0O - 14 vears,

2.6 The Socio economic Conditions of the vpeovle of Cuwah:sti

vis a vis child worker,

The economic conditions of the people of Guwahati are
not satisfactory. A large section of the population live helow
the poverty line. Like any other city, Guwzhati also possesses a
large number of slums and childworkers. The provision of housing
and sanitation is very poor. The majority of cﬁildren from poorest
famalies are illiterate. A large number of children from poorest

famalies engaged either in household works to help their parents
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. or in other trades to earn monev. The emplovment of the people
belonging to the low income groups engaged with manual services
and other labour intensive occupations. This section of the pooulation
normally engaged in construction works, unskilled manual labours
comprising of workers in public, utilities and services, trans-
port and repair shops, production workers, garderers, waiters,

domestic servents and dav labourers etc.

A huge number of trade and construction works attracted
a large number of childlabour in recent vears. Because of increases
the number of vehicles, a huge number of garrages have been set up
since the last decade in an around Guwahati which have absorbed

a large number of child labours.

According to the Census of 1971, out of the total

population 1,23,783, there were 43,228 workers and 80,555 non-
workers in the greater Guwahati. Thus the dependency ratio
found to be 10 : 19 which virtually means that every ten earning

persons of this city are supvort 19 dependents.

2.7 Households

Out of the total household of 24,015 in the Greater
Guwahati in 1971, jglﬁB%llived in their ownwhouses while the
rest 66.,17% live in rented houses (Town and Coun:iry Planning,
1987). At present the number of residential hcusehold in Greater

Guwahati 1s 125037 according to the 1991 Census. The following
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. table provides the percentage of total household by size and

tenure status in 1971 under Guwahati Municipal Area.

Household clasified by size and Tenure status,Guwahati Municipsl

Area, 1971.

Number of persons in P.C. Distribution Household occupying

each Househeld IR own house- ~ Rented house

1 person 16,43 83.57

2 - 3 persons 19.47 80.53

L - 5 persons 28.4L7 71.53

6 or more persons 51.42 48.53

Source :- Master plan : Town and Country Planning Organisatim

1987 Page-24

2.8 Workers and Repair shops.

There is a Sizeable increase in the numbers of fast
moving vehicles in the city of Guwahati over the last decade.
Scooters and Motor bikes have beceme a popular mode of transporta-
tion, for which the number of these vehicles increases rapidly.
This has resulted in growth of workshops and repair shops in
various parts'of the city. Out of 34 wards 24 wards covered this

activity. Out of 34 wards the major 5 wards of this trade are —

ward No. - 4 (Garpandu), 11 (Dakhin Goan, Wational High way) ,



SURVEYED WARDS OF GARRAGE WORKERS

IN GREATER GUWAHATI (GMC.AREA )
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" 143 (A.T. Road, Bharalumukh to Platan Razar area), 29 (Zoo Road

to Ganeshguri). 33 (Reltola). The roads mainly with concentration
of these activities are among G.S. Road, G.N,R. Road, art of

200 Rugd_and Natdonal Yighwav. --{Demand Registration RBook of (.MeC
1693-Oh and Town and Mfourtry Planning 1987).

2.9 Hotels/Resturerts and Tea Stalls.:-

The pooulation of Guwahati has been rising rapidlv in recent vears
along with enormous srowth of trade and commerce. The increase 1in
ponulation along with trade and commerce has resulted in a chamge
in the social and economic conditions of the citv.The pgrowth of
population and trade and commerce lead to inter alia , the growth
of hotels, resturents and tea stalls. According to the demand
Refister of Gauhati Municipal Corporation, the total number of
hotels, tea stalls and Resturents are ammroximately 922. The major
wards of tea stalls are ward No. 6 (Pandu), 'ard No. 14 (Fatasil
Avbari), Ward Yo. 23 (Paltan Bazar), 'ard "o. 29 {Zoo Road, Geneshguri
area), Ward No.34 (Beltola Hatigoan Area). Out of 34 wards the data
on tea stalls are not available in 6 wards namely 18, 1G , 20, 26
and 27. Thus in case of trade and commerce the tea stall i1s one of
the major commercial business in greater Guwahati,

2.10 Households of Gawahati Citv :

The total rumber of households of greater Cuwahati is 125906.
According to primary Census Abstract 1993 the Restdential occunied

household number of greater Guvighati is 125037 in 19%91. On the
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other hand the total population of greater Guwahati according to

1093 Census report is 584342 persons. The wards which has relatively

large number of households are,namely, ward No. 34 (Hatigoan), ward

Mo, 32 (Hengrabari), ward No. 29 (Zoo Road Area), etc. The Households
engage a large number of child workers mainlv the girl child workers

as maid servent.

2.11 The Slums in Grecter Guioghati -

The ranid growth of population crentes the situation of overpopula-
tion in greater Guwahati, The slum areas also exist because the
over population of the city. Some of the child workers of the slum
areas are enyared as mainly rag-pickers, waste collector etc. In
Guwahati ten lacalities are l1dentified as having slum areas. Thevy
are (1) Marisali, (2) Athgoan, (3) Bishnupur, (4) Tokobari

(5) Rajabari, (6) Fatasil, (7) Moni-uri Basti (8) Hadyatpur (9)
Lakhtokia, (10} Kachari Basti. The total household nurbers of the
slum areas are 2476 in 1993 and total vopulation of these areas am

11371 in the year 1993 (Town and Countrv Planning).
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CHAPTER - ITI

socio-economic Background of child lahdir in Greater Guwahati.:-

The survev conduéfed iﬁ this study incorporates most of the
socio-economic characteristics of child labour in greater
Guwahati. It includes the age structure of child labour, distri-
hution of child labour by sex, relirion, languarce and caste,
other social buckground, educational background and mattern of
earnings.

- In this chapter, socio-economic background of child

labour will be dealp with and the pattern of earnings and related
issues will be discussed in the next chapter,

3.1 Ape structure of child labour in greater Guwahati :-

In our studyv, combining all four tyvpes of works, the child labour
in the age group of 12 vears constitutes above 42 'l of the total
child labour participation. The following table furr.ishes the
detailed information of age structure of child labour in all

four kinds of trades under the studv in greater Cuwahati.
v Lo



Ape stmucture of child labour in greater Guwahati by nature

of trade (in percentage).

Lge group Nature of trade

(vear) Automobile Rag- Tea Household 411
Garage - pickers stalls servant "rade
g Ladaadad 23.8() 6-{\7 s 5.67
9 —— - - L4.0OC <71
10 18.()() 38'10 13-3} ) 12-()@ 1#."'?){'
11 12.00 19.05 26,67 24.00 19,86
12 52,00 16.05 42,22 L0O.00 41 . 8L
13 14,00 - £.89 20.00 11.35
14 4.00 ——— 2.22 -——- 2«13
Total - 100.00— . 100,00 100.00 100.00 100,00

It appears that, the participation of children in the
age 12 is highest in combined all trades.This is also true in

case of the individual trades under studv except in the case of

rag-pickers. To be svmecifice the nevcorta e of chiad lavour in



the age group 12 vears engaped in parages constitutes 52 %

4hile it is h2.2 % in téﬁ stalls, 40 % in household work and
19,05 4, in rag-vicker jobs. But in case of Rag pickers the
Uarticination of child labour in the age of 10 veurs 1is the
highest. In our,§urvoyfmno_thld»labour is found bhelow the nre
of 8 vears. The lowest narticination a=e for all trade is found
to be 9 vears which is .71 % .

Tt appears from the ahove table that the narticipation
of child labour in Garage works at the age 12 vears is the
highest heing 52 % of the total child lshour ensacred in that
trade and their varticination at the are 14 vears 1s the lowest
being only 4 % . On the other hand, 18 7 childven narticinated
in Garage at their age. of 10 vears, 12% at their ape of 11 and
147 at their ace of 13 vears. No child worker was Found in the
ace group of 5 vears to 9 vears in this field.

In ease of rar pickers, out of 21 s:mpl-s ths porticipation

of children as Rag pickers at the age of 10 vears is highest.
A 38%10%. Similerly 19,05% child labour were working in

this category at the age of 11 vears to 12 vears reswectivelv.

T ‘ce . N . -
he pPercentage of participation of children as rag picker at

the age 2 vears is 23.80%.,

In cas i i i
“5€ 0F child lahour working in tea stalls, out of

45 samnles
amnles draan : i Ll i el .
© 80 unegusl distribution of particivation of
child labour in t)

18 Chitopory found in every ape group hebween
Al e
SN EaArSs to 1}l veare
vears eXcept. in the are of © vears. In this trade |
l}\(?l nart i
> art {odn: Py el et
Wion of Saddyen of Lhe age roun af 17 i Lhe bighe st



i.e. 42.22 vercent and lowest in the are rroup of 1h venrs,
fae. 2.22%.

In cese of ch&ld labour envupged in household works,
out of 25 sawples dravn from five wards, the highest number of
particination of child lahour in the household works was L0
at their are of 12, while the Tovwest pnber of participrnbs was
about 4% of child worker at the ave of Q —rorg

Trom the ahove table ("able-3.1) it 15 V' und o fha2
hishest rate participation of child labour is concentrated in

the age group 10 to 13 vears., And lowest parti-ipant rate of

child labour is found in 'he age group 5 veurs to 9 vears as well

an in the age group ol |4 years,

Taking into account all the four trmes occunation
comhined torether, the 93.62% of the child lahour helongs to the
age group 10 to 14 vears of age and ~.387 *nlow the anre of
10 veers.

3.2 Distribution of child labour in Ore-ler Cuvahati by sex

Out of 141 samnles it is found that the male child labour

constitutes about &A% of the total child labour of greater

Guwahati. Thev are enraged dominantly in the occupation like
helver in garapes, rag nickers and tea stall workers. On the

other hend, =irl child labour are dominatine the housshold work

constitutine ahout ALT of the totsl child worker erpared in

household worlk. The Tollvoing table nrovides Llhe peroentare



distribution of both male and female child labour in various

trades in greater Guwahati,

Distribution of child labour in Greater Guwahati by sex and

by nzture of Trade ( in percentape ).

Nature o Tiede
Sex —-
Automohile Rag Tea stalls Household A1l
Garape vickers workers servants trade
helrers
Male 100.00 85,71 97.78 36.00 8512
Temale - 14,29 2,22 AL 00 14.18
Trshnezhy 10C.00 100.00 100,00 10000 100,00

It arnpear from the above tahle that the particination
of girl child labour is obvionsly nil ir entcemnhile rarage and

is almost insegnificant in tea stazalls, but the’~ participation

)
is relativelv better in rag nicking inbs and trzir onlv norti-

=[]

cipation seems to bhe household wo:rlers

=
i
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. 3,3 Distribution of child Jabhour in rreater Guwahati by relipgion

The distribution of child labhour in greater Guwahati by religion
does not conform the gereral pattern of distribution of populatior.
The table given “elow indicates the population pattern

of ereater Cuwahati in 1971 by relipion.

Dovplation nattern of Cuwahati Acordine te Belision in 1977

‘
Religion Person Percertage of fotal population
A1l Religion 123,783 19,00

Hindus 107,638 6. 96

Mislims 12,312 9.95

Sikhs 1,797 140

Christians 1,308 1.06

Jains - T o612 “ 0.49

Puddhists 126 0,10
S

loures @ Census of Tndia 1G71.

It aprears from the above table thst 6,94 percent of

and 0.10% -re

nonulation was Mindn in 1971, Similerly 2,007 ape Muslis



In our gtudv 1t 1s

found thato the ehild lobour

belong to two main communities -- Hindu and Muslims. Out of
the 141 sannles the larsest percentarces of child lakour

was from Yindu community constituting 1.7 percent of the

total child labours, while Muglius ct ild lohour constitutes

. . 7 - . .
the remaining 38&.3 0 . The vercontage distribution of
child labour acrording to religion and nature o trade is

given in the following table

Distribution of child labhour in rireanter Guwahnti bv relirion

and nature of trade (in percentoce].

Nature of "rode

Felirion Cavoso has “eu stall Mousehold All

helners Pickers workers se-vant Trade
HINDUS &4 . 00 14429 66,67 28,00 61.70
MUSLIMS 36.00 85.71 33.33 12.00 38.30
SIKHS -—— —-——— - - -——-
OTHERS - - - -——- -——-
TOTAL 100.00 100.00 100.00 100,00 100,00

Tt appears from the ahove txble t' the oc¢ ation
like automohlie garages and Len stalls ! olubaon



to Hindu community constitute anproximately two-third of the
Fokal child labour working in those trades where as the child
1abour belonging to muslim community constitutes one-thirds.,
But it is interesting to note that the chill labour helonging
to mislim comunity dominates the rag-pickers jobs constituting
ahout £67% of the total child labour ensopred in that trude. Dut
in case of child lahour engaeoed in household viorks , it conforms
more or less and to thegeneral patlern of distribution of
population by relifion in greater Guwahati bewng #8% Hindu and
12% muslim child workers. This mav be due to the fact that Hindu
households prefer Mindu child lakour and Vuslih household prefer
Muslim childilabour,for the obivious cncial bindings.

3.4 Distribution of child labour azccordins te thelr Caste

The response of child labour on the question of caste is not
satisfactorv. Meny of them are irnorant of their caste or thev
are not sure of their caste. However, thev could finally indicate
their caste after the classification of defindtion of caste.
So the informations on caste mav not be hundred percent merfect
and accurate.

-The distribution of child labour according to their

caste is furnished in the folloaing tolle.



~{ Le )=

TABLE - 35

Distrihution of child labour in Grenter Cuwahati bv Caste

and nature of Trade (in percentage) .

§ Nature of trade

Caste Garage Pap-pickers Tea stalls llorsehold All

helpess worker Worker Trade
50 34,00 by 76 L&.89 40.00 35,46
ST 2.00 -—- 2422 12.00 3.55
OEC LP.O() el —_—— 8.0() 2.8’}+
OTHERS L0, 00 95. 2/ 8.7 L0 .10 58%1 5
TOTAL 100.00 100.00 100,00 190.00 100,00

It apwears from the above table trat out of child

. . i’ . .
labours working in Garage, 34% were belonss in SC categories

)

Y

7
£,

<

in 8T ahd 4% in OBC categories 6070 child workers in this

trade belongs to others categordes. In case of Rag-pickers

95.,24% of the labours belongs in other category and only 4.76%
belongs in SC category and there is non-from ST and OBC. In
case of Tea stall workers, both SC and others cateories
titute 48.297 of child labour in tea stalls respectivelv, —

6nly 2.227% of c%ild labour in this tr-de comes

» m
from ST caste
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In case of house-hold servant , 40% of the chald
labour belongs in SC category and another 40 % of child
belongs in other castes . Only 12% and & % child worker
comes from ST and OBC respeclively.

Taking into account the combined child labours
working in all the four categories of trade, it appeurs
that scheduled caste children constitutes 'nore than one-thirds
of total child labours in Guwahati (about 35 % ) while

scheduled tribe and ORC constituyte about /4 7% and 3 % of

the child labour and about 58 7% helong to o:her castes,

3.5 Mother tongue of the child lahours :-

In a cosmopolitan area like Guwahati city it is likely
that peovle belonging to different communities speaking
different languages are found to be settled. The composi-
tion of population of Guwahati as per 1971 lensus is

shown in the Table 3.5 below since the same for 1991

Census are not available



Distribution of vopulation according to language e

Mother tongue Persons Percentage of total
Pooulation
A1l lanruages 123,783 100.00
Assamese 57,071 46411
Bengalil 303,922 24 .98
Hindi 24,258 19.60
Nevali L, 036 3.26
Panjabi 1,118 0.50
Monipuri 269 0.70
Telagu 271 - 0.70
Rajasthani ) 733 | _ 0.59
Sodo 578 0.47
Valavalam o | hng ] » 0.34
Bihari LOG o 0.33
Otrers 2,499 2.02

Source :- Ce sus of Indin, 1071,
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Of the total population of Guwahati in 1971, 46,11 percent of
popt lation was As-~amese. Similerlv 24.99 ) and 19.A0 % population
were Rengali and Hindi speaking population. Put the distribution
of child lahour according to their lemguages does nol. corchorate
the composition of nonulation by larecuare 1in greater Guwahati
as per 1971 Census. Of the 141 s.mnles the lopgest nimber of

c®t to Yengali spezking,

child workers argﬁ?engali spealing. Mext
Windi sveaking child labour and then Assamese swmeaking child
lahour constitute the majority. The following table furnishes

the percentage distrabution of child labour by various trade in

sreater Cuwahati.

Nistribution of child lahour in CresterGuiichati according to

Mother tongue and bv nature of Trads (in nercantarse).

Mother tongue Oarrace Rars-nicliore Tea st: 1l

: \ "sushold All trade
Lensuare

WOk
Assamese 10.00 -— £.89 52.00 15.60
Bengali 42.00 95.24 LO.0O0 28,00 L6, 81
Hindi L8.00 L.76 LE8.89 4400 34,04
Otrers -~- -—- 2.22 1ELO0 3.55
Total 100,00 100.00 10000 1 OO.Q{“ 100.00
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In case child workers of Garage, 48 vercent of the child
labour's mother tongue is Hindi and 42 vercent of child workers
mother tongue is Bengali and only 10 % helongs to Assamese

sneaking. In case of Hag-pickers, there are no child labour

whnse mother tonfue is Assamese, Ahout 95 mercent of child labour

. . ) . ol . . .
relones to Rengnli sveaking and a nerlibie 5 % Windil speaking.,

cnealing child lahour

to Bangladeshi orizin

Tt anrears that most of the Pengali
encaged in rag picking works lelong

famalies. Of the 45 samnle dravn in case of tea stall, 46.67 %

of the child worker's mother-tongue is I'indi hile vercentage of
child labour ha¥inz Bengali and Assamese otlier toncues are 40 %
and about 7 7 resvectivelv ahd just 2 7 helong to other languacge
speaking communitv.

Of the 25 sample of household worksrs the morher tonsue
of 52 % of child workers is Assamese, 28 7 is Bengzli and 4 %
is Hindi and 10 % of tkem helongs to fr

"Amilies with other mother

languages.

3.6 Distri'ution of child labour ac:ording vo durstion of

stav in the citwv :-

The survev shows that a large number of child workers migrated

fyrom other naighbiouring arsas as weoo 2s “ror outside the state

to this cifty. The survev indicates that about 75 % 0° the child

labours are St8§-’iﬂg in the r-j_‘t.y less tlan 5 TenIrs. The duration



_of stay of the child labours in greater Guwahati is furnished

in table . 3+7.

Duration Nature of Trade
(in vears)

Garage Rag-nickers Tea stalls Household All

helpers worker workers/ Trade
Servant
less then
1 vears 4L2.00 38.10 31.11 2L .00 35.75
2 - 5 vears 26.00 L7.62 LO.CO 56.00 39.01 %
5 to 10 vrs. 14.00 L 76 13,33 _— 9.93
Arove 10 vrs.12.00 9.52 15,56 200,00 16,31
Total 160,00 100,00 100,00 100,00 100.00

Tt appears from the above table that out of 141 samples,
about 35 % of child labour s*ayv in thic area less the 1 vear

and then ene vears but less than 5 vears., Sinilarlv,onlv 10 %
of the child labour have been staving in the citv for 5 to 10
vezrs and remaining abobt 16 % of them ars gtavins in the ~itv
for more than 10 years. This gdmnieis 11 at nbhont 16 7% of thre
ahild labou?s are-actually tﬂe'residents o7 Cuwahati onlv. In

- I g o= . PR
case of child labour working in Garare, of the 50 samvle, the



duration of stay of 42 % of child labours in Guwahati is less

ot

-~

then 1 vears., 26 % of them are living 1n thils city from 1 to 5

vears, while 14 % of them are living in this citr Ffor a period

of 5 to 10 vesra and 18 % of them are living In this clty for
more than 10 vears. This indicates that ahout 82 T of child
labour working in the gorage hails from outside the city.

In case of rag-nickers, of the 21 rample the duration

~

o° stav of L7.62 o7 child rar-niclers in Cuaghati Trom 1 to 5

vears, while 32.10 % of them are living irn this city iz less then

Ry

1 vears and 9.52 7 0% child rur-nickers are 1ivine in this city

for more than 10 vears and onlv L.76 ¢ of child rag-nickers are
living in rhis city from 1 to 5 venrs,
In case of tea s'all childuwerkers, of the 45 simnle,
the duration of stav of 31.11 of themi are living in this city
ror less then 1 vears. Vhiile 40 % 0! Lhe Lea s.all child workers
are living in inis city for « period of 1 to 5 vears, and 13,33 7,
of them are living in this citv from 5 to 10 v-ars, while 15,56 7
of them are living in rreater Guwahati for -more then #0 vears.
In case of household child warkers, of the 25 sample,
the duration ¢ stav of 56 < of them are living in this citv ‘or

4

a veriod of 1 to 5 veurs. Yhile 24 0 of Nousehold obild  orkers

(servant) are living in this city Tor mo e then 10 vears,

3.7 Tlace of Pirth o child ~orkers in rreater Guwshsti

It also awpears fror tte investigation thet a largs sscodon

~

o the +hild Jarour hails from outside the state of ssam. The



following table furnishes the information on the places of

birth of child labour working in lhe various trades under study
in greater Guwahati,

Distribution of child labour in preater Guwahati according to the

Place of bhirth { ithin and outside of Assam) and bv nature of

m

rrode ( in percentore )

Nature of Trade
Place of Birth

Carare  Rag-riicters  en stialls Touschodd All
ISR Trade
Yithin Asaam Ll 00 90 & 51.11 .00 €1.7
Outside of Assam 56.00 9.52 Le,£g 3,00 38,7
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

It apnears from the above tahld that in the trade of
Garase L4 % of child labour working in garage were born in Assam
and 56 % of them were born outside of the state. In this trade
we have alreadv found that the highest number of child Tabtours

ware Dencali and Tihari and most of them misrated froe other

stutas, "ut in case of Rug-pickers, 90.4870 o them vere Lorn in

— 4 - — .
the state of Assam and G.52 5% o7 the "a —~pickers born outside of

Assam., Similerlv, 51.11 % of child vworkers working in tea stalls
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were born within Assam and 48.7%9 % of them were born in outside
the state. Inthis trade most of the child Tabmirs helone to

comﬁ%itios of Bihariand Bengali.
N

In household sector, 92 % of the child labours were
horn within the state &f Assam and only 8 % of then wnre born
outside of Assam.

The study also throws light on the percentages of child

Gistribution of cuild lapours accordaing Lo Uheair palce of Birth

(within and outside of Guwahati Area) and By nature of Trade

(in percentage)

o

Place of Birth Nature of Trade ¢
Garare Rag-vicker Tea stalls Household All
work Trade
Within the City 20.00 9.52 13.33 4.CO 13.48
Totals 107,00 100.00 100,00 100.00 100,00

N - ~F
It apnezrs from the above tahle that just 13.28 % of the

child labour were horn within greater Guwahati and 86.52 % vere

horn outside the citv. The nlace o7 Lirt hv 2 tu-e of Trade



(51 )-

indicates that 20 % of ¢child Tavour working in Gararen ware horn
within this citv and 80 % of them were born outside the city .
In case of Rag—pickers@O.hP% of Rag-pickers horn OUtsides of the

8it¥ and thev mostlv belong tr'the slum area of the city and
0.52 4 of rag-nickers were héorn within the city. Similerlw 26.67 %
of the child labour workine were horn outsicde of the ~itv and 13.33
ner~o>nt o them vere born vithin the city,area. In case of Household
child workers 96 7 of them *e;e horn outside o the citv and onlvy

4 of them were horn withih thocitw.

Iy
3.8 Last Residerce of child lYabours :-

Mort of the child lavour micrated one © - place to arother ir search
of worlks, This can be ascertained from the nlare of 1sst resddence
of the workers. In our study it apnears that a large nu her of
child lahour migr+#tes from other backward ro~ions to this Guuahati,
citv in search of hetter works and incomes. Most of families of
child morkers faced the problem of novertvy and a nurber of them are
home less.,

Of the 141 sample data drawn,27.66 % of the child labour
had last residence of within the Guwahati. On the other hand 72.34 %
of child labours had last residence outside preater GCu ghati,
"hus 72.34 9 of child workers have ~wicrated “ror other vl ces

to work in this citv,



(B )

The following table vrovides detailed data on the

pattern of migration of child lahour to Guwahati.

Distributiorof child labour according to their last Resddence in

TH Creater Guwahati bv nature of trade (in ~ercentagre).

Mature of Trade
Place of last —

Residence catrrape  Hag-pickers 'l'ea stalls Household All
~ trade
Yithin the Citv 36,00 9.52 31 .01 20,00 27.66

Outside of the
city 6L .00 90 .48 68,79 80,00 72.34

Totals 100,00 100.00 109,00 100,00 100.00

FRom the zho e table it apnears that AL%E of child labour
working in garages have migratsd to the city. Similarly 00.L# 7 of
the child workers engared in rag-nicking jobs haye also misrated to
Guwahati, while 68.89 % and 80 % of the child labour working in
tea stalls and household works have mirrated to the cityv rﬁmpec{ive]y

Educational bhackeround of the child worlers

A larce sectdon of the child labours helong to the poorer section
ofthe society and trev never had the luxurv o! =sa’ns to school,
kticle 45(Birective vnrinciple of state policv) of constitution startes

that 'The state shall endeavour Lo provide witvin a porind of ten

~ars from the commencemert of this constitution for free compul sory



education for all children untill the aje of 14 th years.
But a large sectlion of the ehild labows of grecter Guwehatd
are found to have no idea @out school or education.

The percontage of school going children of age group
¢ to 1« years in india s per 1YL Consus is turnishec pe low
tp have a general idea oi chiildren coucation.

DA UL -T2
Aje group Plzce Tolal Male Yemale
Toteal 43,72 58.11 3€.52
6 - 14 Rural 42459 55450 30.23
Uroean 70420 744606 5. 52

Source 3 Census of India, 19wl

In Zetween 1950-51 and 1%20-91, the nuunwers ol school
going children increased irom 19.2 lMillion to 99.1 million. In
1950-51 the perconcags of the students in Primary and kM.V.clasces
was 42.6% and 12.9% respecoively ana it increasad to 101 and
60.1 respectively in che year 1990-81. The percoatage of the
s.udents irow class 1 to class five in lnida gi.en beliw have an

iaes 0. notionel cuaucetionel lovel of e Lo
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Percentgge ol the students trow Clau:

the age group 6 - 11 years.

S e At e . —-— =~

Total bLudenLo {(di11 i

113 OJW) (B SRASICE)

oy
SR

1 1o cla Vo oin lndia

in

Year e e e PR
L Boys G%pls ._Ji9£i¥‘ Lovs uirlsd Total
1950-51 13,770 5H,3us 19,155 6U. U 24, 42,6
1960 =31 25,523 11,401 34,304 O 11.4 62.4%
197071 35,339 21,306 57,045 pYs N 59.1 764
198081 44,5?& 26,1127 72,685 99,0 66 2 ' 83.1
_l9ﬁ0—91 S5c,00% 21,024 ), 11e 115.3 86.0 101.0
source - fojona, Monitoring cne stalislical section, deporunent
of Baucation, inrman Rosource Development Soard, India.
selected ecaucacion: 1 stalistios 1982 - 91, wew Delll.
“ A ULE - 3.1k
Nwbers and Percentage of the students itrow cler g 1V to clas. VII1

in India under the acge group 11 - 14 years.

——

o or Total Studentgﬁiin million) Perceniage
it vicls  wetel  oys | uirls Total
1950=51 Z,L)L'vf_ 0,534 3,10 2Ue & 4. 12.%
18960 =51 5,‘74 l,:'?i)w~ o 6,?6£ﬂu 55;5-~~-11-3—-~ hén.g~ -
1070=71 9,425 3,880 13,315  45.5  20.8 34,02
1580-81 13,270 6,508 ~ 19,846 52.1  27.2  40.0
T71990-91 13, 271 T‘aff 2t ,'55'5“”“[ .2 29.1 41,

Sourcce

Humen R

Statistics. 1302-21,

~ource Development,

ENCAN

Selected eclucationa

ks liia.

1



In our study, it is tound that majority oi the child

labours are uncducated poridculor ly the cind L) labour cnyeged in

rag picking works. whe taovle 3015 provides the leovel of education

of c¢hild lebours in Guwahati. 1t appear:s theal 16,23 percent or

the child laoour had no education. 39 % oo the child lohbovrs -d
educational level upto orimery classces and 12,77 % o cnild lapour
had educetional lcvel upto l.Ve.e 2ub no child laooour wes 1o

et (R

have cducational lovel irow (Vo L Matric levels.

Pisirioution oi <udld lapour in grecor Cuvddictl according Lo

Bducational lcvel gnd by natwre o podde. (in percentage),

Hetuoe ol Grode
Leviel of educacion Carage ~ Wastd ¢l

cuoll.octor %ea. louse ALl

_ stalls hicld wreade

- - P - s o e —e . N . . - - "\'Ork
Up to npiimary 4..00 4,76 48.89 44,00 39.00
Up 1O MoV, 16,0V 4.76 GaLY 24,00 12.77
Up toMeatric R - —_— ~— g
No Education 42.00 90. 43 44,44 32.00 4&.23
Total 100.00 103,00 100.00 100.00 100.002
Lducational level by verious

Lrode woere cidld labours

are engaged it is scoen that in Garages. 42 % of th: child workers

unewucatad and 42 % o them arc educated vsrto the primary loevel

16 % of them are educated upto the M.V. level. L case of Rag-

piclere and they naver went Lo ccliccl. 90.48 % ale Uneducated |
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child workers and they mnever went to schcol, Only 4,76% of
child labours are cducated upto primsryecucation and 4.76 % of

them are studied upto M.V. education and all ol them were drop

out .

lu casce oi tea stalls, 10 is Lound that a lerge mwnber

or child labour never went Lo school, the porcentage Deing, 4de b6

Of course 48.09.0 of thon had eduecation upto primary levels fna

C.67 s hed educe.ion unto 1V level.s The totsl wwercentage of chiild

lebours enrolled in sClhioul wWos 55, 56%

bimlilerly in cese of

fousehold servants, 44% of the cluiid labour hid the cducetions

unte primery level and 24% o1 thein hed ecucation upto M. level,

All together 68% of them went to school. But 32,4 of child labour

working in lLouschold did not go to school,
Frow the goove discussion we {oune, @xCept the casz
Ci weste collector,in all cther traues in ous servey, a lagre

section of child leabours had cducstion up te primecy and about

42.23% ot c.i3ld lzoour never nad educztion et =ll.

3. 10.Causes_of droping out irom the lducstion

Majority of the child labour initizlly went two scnwol but finally
left schools without completion of studies. Foverty is the main

cause 1o bhecome child workers. 1n fact meany poosr chiliren cropout

irom schol wt ecarrn money throug!:: worldng as leibour. Secendly,

lack o1 interest to r.c:iving educetic oy chile workers as well

as of taelr perents is oac o Lie anuther main reasdh. Soluetimes

tue s cpopout truie education weciuse . mal trealment by Lheir



parents. 1The maltreatment

by the teacher to the student's is

also another causce of dropout Lron the school , amonyg the child

labours. The following table ¢ivaes the distripution oi drop-adout

child lapour in grealer Cuwchalti.

L2245

Distdibution or ciild labovr accovain to Causes oL

du

(7
(@]

P

stion in orcrter Guwahati.by bDatuce O

o]

- 3,16

aropout from

trade (in percentecge).

Causes

Lature of Trade

Larage Rayg - Ltea stall Household . Alld
helpers o doiers WOL KCr s Servants Trade

lack oI own
ilnterest

Jo. 00

RASTLY LY Lo 266 D0 2695

Due to economic

hardship Y &

Due tc maltreat-

went by parcents o

bue to meltreztiment

o T
3y LeaChiolr s

Blie b/ 71.11 C0. 09 61.70

4.76 4,14 —— 4,96
- S —-——— 1.42

Leck of own intercst
and maltreatment 2.00
by perents

Lacic of own interest =---
and economic hardship

student —_ —_—— —_— o 1.472
Total 100.00 100,00 1024 00 100, .00 100.00

-1t aLsacors from

il

child labour leit school due 1o lack

Lhe above Lablec 1hat 26.99%% of the

-~ L
e

own interest while 61.70%



of the child labour left their schcol due toec¢ononic hordship of-
the lfauilly. about 4.9%c0% ol child labow. leit their schicol due to
the treatment by their perents or lack of interest of their perents.

1.42% of child worker lelit their school boceuse ol mal treatment

by teachers. 2.137% or them lclt their school because 0i both mal-

treatment by their parents and leck of theidr own interest. 1.42%

oL ¢hiild workes le:rt Loelr school becouse of jothy lach of Lhedir

own ine:r st end ecoiomic hardshipes o, cnedr Comilics. Jut out

of this above Lercéntegye l.42%w 0: the child workers arc tound as

stucdents end genewsdlly the stuwent chilae worsers are jert-time

VWOL ICX S.

In caze of cinild labowr encecad in geraoes, mejority of

the droout chila w rlkers left their schioola boor

CanLsc 0L economlic

hardship of their racilies sud lick o ithwedr 2wm intere.nt. 52% of
the child workcr enaged in garécwen leit cclhicol due Lo poverty

wliile 3¢, of them le:it ecucation due o liclt or “heir own interess.

Similercly in case oirn chile labouwr caggged in rag-picking

works, the highest 06.67% of (hem leit school oseceuse ol economic

herdship of their families, while 28.57% ol the child rag-picker:

left their school due to leck of their own intaerest. In case o

tea stall boys, the highest 71.114 of teca stall cnild workers left
their educstion duce to the econowic herdsiiip of their faonilies

winile 15.20, 00 Lozl lert schoold duc to lachk of theip ownl interest.

In case ol child worl.rs engage as household servaut, the

nigheot 60 o tiem lelt Lhedir schiool due 1o 2wonondc Narowsnin oL



their families whiel 285 ol the houschold sc.ovant lofc tiz2ir

school due to lack oi their own interest. But ©% oi the house-

hoddchild workers are found &s stucents. Generally the student

child workers in household woerks are part-time servantis

Thus from the above discussion cnout the causes of

dropout from the educaticn, it is found that the highest percen-

teee on child worier leit their school duc wo ceononic necdships

and poverty & licelt oo thiois vwn interest to continue education.

Althouyh mesltreatwent by parents asnd tecachers are also reason
for dropout, buit very low percepntezge ol child lebour lutt

caucavion due to Lnecose £e S0IlS.

3.1 datuoe ol Prusent kesidleace -

The gcneral ccomomic conditions ol woild lalbo uwm in crodier

Suvaliati are not sctistactory. & major scecricn ol the child

labours 1live in poor houses witii v rovisions oi el.octric

lichts end wetecr o kwjority o: the child workers liveo in

garages and tea stalls. Some 01 Gorages és No sa@ndiary provision:

and no separai. aooking room. By <l large, they donot have the
basic residential amenities., Undisputedly this is lszthal to their

health and develop various deseascs.
ln Cese 0L reg-nickers they also live in unnsoenic

con icions ot lneir own rasidence. But majoriity of vnes iive in

rent:a ‘.508 in almosl slwa areas. 11 ¢ese of child

lepour

crié goa in tea stzglls , Lhe nature of there residence is alout

Like those wurking in ceragzs., Most of Llhe child workers in
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tea stalls reside in the shaoby rooms of the tea stalls. But

o

in case oi household workers a highest nunber of them live in the

house of ewployers. DBut the part-time chila labour engsged in

newse.old works reside in thedlr parcent's house.

vhe tollwoing table pwovidoes thee informastion on the

CTesidence of c¢child lebour in “reater Cuwshati.

0

Distriourion of Preuent JdosicenCe or tnald lebour in grealer

Guwahati by nature of trade (in poracnlige) .

e ture o . _ dlobure o e

_\:_L”n,;;jel'lt T ooy ) T 7 . ) N; o T T

T T S3al e Rayg-_de e ica stall Houschold All

KResliaellce = i .
helpers WOl s scrvant lrate

Rented

28,

Q0 Dl 18

11 24,00

Jdent iree 56400 9.52 BULe.G7 64,00 60, 30
rotal 100.00 100.00 103,00 102,09 100. 00
It appears rrom the above table thas €,50% of the child

lebour reside on their perents nouse
L

JElirced nouse,

in

accomaiotion jaovi

ZiN0ON. )

live in rent [rec

=TIl

[

16/0 of 4inan

PR T
[ & LI

live in

0U.83% 0of the ohi lad
ded vy
caild labour
houses whii le

theis

OWIT 10

WO M

28 % oL them

)
[

, whilz D1, 20% ol

them cesid

labour avarl rent ir-cC

Jwe chnlovess.

in garanes 56X of li.cn
l{ve in rentod nousas

Simi larely, in case oI

951
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rag-picker,majority ot tiwm lives in rented hicuses, the percent-

age being Y0,48, « Lvery Lamilies ol v ray-..ickers occuplea only

one Oor two small room for living s’ oonesally the rent of those

types ot roous iz fraw o luo/- Lo e 200/~ per omonth o tthe

conditions of il 3@ houses ove not setisicciusy. Lhere are cenerally

no provision of clectricily, water ond alicciwd gonitrry system.

This anply zoadicales thal they live o shiboay wousing conditions

lilie slum arc: S, 1n ¢foe ob chilkd labowr wol<i g 30 tiie Ceo stalls

11.11% of them lives 1 rcolted houses and Oonly 2422/ Of them resides

in their parents houses wid 86.67%4 resides lu he teo slalls dtoell

R

without poymoent o raont.

In case oL nouschold wesler 64,4 o1 them reside with

the cmployers, Lhe condicion oo thelr eccudasdation 18 COlLAL -~

i

civels better Lthean other chilo woskois. 1L is founa Lhat 244 of

household cnild workers live in rented houses. Generally they

kot

are part-time worlker and only 12% of thein live in Lheir own

houses with their porents and they o also cecognised oo part-
time workers.

3.12

working hours of child labour in gr-ater Guwahati

The majority of child workers work more than 12 hours a day

in every trade. The following tenle praovides iafornietion on the

=)

auretion of work ol <¢hild ‘aoour v ry ca, in ouws ati.



Blutelbutlion of child labour in greater Guwahati by wocking

hours per day @nd by nature of Trade. (in percentage).

) - Natur e ol drade

Hours Garzge Rag-pickers Tea otalls llouschnold &1l
hel ers WOLrii S serveants Gtrade
1 1o 5 ——— e g . 16.0U 3. 55
5 to 8 18.00 —— 2,22 €.00 S« 51
8 to 12 30000 20, 18 IR RS 11.00 43.26
tiore tnan 1Z. - 16,00 ' Q.52 Ul 32.00 P, 08

hours

Tarding into account ¢ L1 the ohitld locur working in

Guwaheti, —4.ht,e On oxn WOrk more then 12 rnics & dey while 43.0287%
oL trem w rks between & hours to 12 hours and donlsn of cnild lahour
worx between 5 hours (o 8 hours snc .01l 30554 ¢f child vorkers work

between 1 hour to 5 houwrs.
The actailed data shows that 46% oi child workers engeced
in veapgaces work no-e than 12 nours a day while 36% of ithem work

between 5 to 8 hours. In case of Rag-pickurs, 90.48% of child

workers work between & Lo 12 liurs a day while 9.52,6 of them work

more then 1. hcurs pec. day. In Case O

[ tea stalls most ¢. the child
lebour cenirally work irom 5 Ao o 10 PM. per day. Tt is found
that €6.67% oL chilil lrnour worl mara (1o 12

(o 12 hours pzr o Jday whiile
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28.89% of them work between 8 to 12 hours nd only 2.22% each of

them work betwcen 1 to L hours ond 5 to © hours reopectively. In

csse of household servant there is no definite time scheaule for

work. Some oim the child worke e work only 1 hours as parle time

Workers and some Ol ll@n work ror moLe thamn 12 hours. It is found

that 44.,; of houseiold chile woriers work bewwoen ¢ to 12 hiows

and 32% of {hen vicrk more than 12 hours whilce

16,6 0 tism viork

petween 1 to 5 iwurs end only 8y o. Lhem work votween 5 to 8

hours.



Earnings of the child labour and related issues.

The child labours usuelly earns a very low income compared to

their workloads. Most of them are exploited even without

parment

o nuv wares althouwrh Lhey are pald ol real

mres interms of

food and accomodation.

L., Eéonomic haclkground of child labours -

ore than 90 ¢ o the child latour bel ag to the most weaker

section 0f the snrietvy. Their farilvy income is extremlly low

to the relatively large nuwrber of the members of the familvy,

It is renerally observed that in a rroving cityv centre like
greater Guwahati the poor section 07 the neonles are worst
suferer. The Guwrahati citv ranks as ore 07 the “astest growth

and costliest citv in the countrv. Acturllv the noor class

of working vovulation with limited knowledge, skills and capital
resources are engaged in economic activities here levels of
income are usually very low though most of them work verv

hard, Child labonr is mostly prodict of poverty and low Lrcome

0f -the Tarmilv., Big family with lovw income to the major cause

of growth,

The “ollowing table fuirnicshes the familv earoings of

child labour of grester Muwahati indicating theirs esconomic

vell bheiner,



Distribution of child workers according to their monthly family

income by nature of trade (in percentage).

Income (in ~ lizture ol Lraue
Rupee) sarage Rag-bPickers tea stall  loouschod All
heloers ___workers servents frece

100 - 499 18. 00 12,05 31l.11 12.09 21,28
1000 - 1499 22,00 4286 ane9 1200 2553
1500 = 1999 22.00 19.0; menﬂll;7mwrw lda LU o 14.@5“
2000 = 2499 Q.O;Fn~m~;:;;p—_mwﬁwi—;j;;'— -—;.uu ~“*;j:j"
No Iﬂ;ome —_2.00 m:— - - — ' * 0.71
iotal 100.00 100.00 lOO:;gw 100.00 102,00

It acpcers from the above taile that abouc 93 4 of tne child labour
belony to families earning a montly income of less than &, 2000/,
The monthly earnings ol the fowilies o1 about 21 4 ol Lhe ¢hild

labour is less than e LU0/ —¢ while ¢ wul 51 0 oo the ci:ild leocours

belongs to the families efraninu _citween i 500/- to s 1000/- per

month. This shows thet family ncome o1 re thean 50 44 of the c¢hild

lobours is less btiien @ 1000/~ (oo monllie Shal lerly soout 25 % of
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the child lszbours bolong: to the £amilies eawning Lewwesn L. 1000/~
and f 2000/ - per months All to ctoer, the famlly income olb zbout
93 % of the child lsuvour is below R 2000/- per month which is too
low to maintain a relatively large fainily in these days of double
digit infletion rate.

the family income of 92 % cnild labour workin: in gsrazges
is less than e 2000,/= per moanti. 1talso appears Lhal the largest
percentage of child labour (303%) vworking in cereges have family
ingome betwe«n Rs. 500/- to . 9I9/- ¢ It is interesting to note that

the family income of 2 .4 of child libour working in goeraceds is nil.

ijjlarlyﬂjp_cm:o oLl dd th)ur_gngaged in rag—pi&king
works, tncz iaﬁily incane oL DSIA chiila lchour working as reg-pickers
is les. than [ 2000/- per montil. The laryesl jercentage or cnild
lepour (42.00 ,0) engaged in rag-— o ohiing works have family incowe
Letween Vs, 1000/= to R 1499Y/= whille Yhe Iowest poroentege ol then
(4675 %) working as rag-pichers hove fanily income: Lebveen e 2000/~
TO R 2499/- per nmonlh,

In cvase of child lepour working in ted stalls, tne femily
income of 98 % of child labowr is less than 182000/~ per wonth. It

also appears that the largest cach 31 % of chila lebour working in

tea slalls hove tawdly income bolween R 100/~ Lo 499/~ per month

and R, 50)/~ to . 99% e month respectively.

1o wase o chila worker chncaged In hwousehold weronrs, the
Loinily incoma of 84 % of them is leus then B 2000/- per wonih. The
lercest ercentage of child lawour (48 .4 working as houscehold 1d

mal

ser.ont nrve radly income Lotween . 508/~ to Rs. 999/- per month.



It is finally seen that out of the f[our type of werks under our study
the child lasbour engeaged in tea stalls, belong to relatively more
poores section of society es their percenteége 1is Lne highest in the

lower range of family income (below . 2000/-),

4.2 Level of Incume ..ornea by ohild lobour -

It appears from survey inat tie cnild 1z sour ecrns & very low level

oi income, compared to Liaelr tolcd hwurs of vorks. & Lloooe numoes ol

child lezour ere woriiing in verious trade witoout meney wages. The
esrning pattern or chilu lapour in dirfuerent jobs are not the same.

The percentege of child lobour earning the different incame rangeu

in greater Guwahati is iurnished in the teonle given bclow.

A JE

]

- 4.

N

Fercentege ol child lebovr ceining differcent invone range. in greater

Guwzhati by nature O& Jops..

viontnly income Naturs of ™raae
(n rupec) Garage Ragpickers ‘lee stell ousencld All
helier:s WoL laels seovants Trade
50 - 89 - - - 1¢.00 2.13
103 -~ 149 16.00 - 28,09 55.00 24,082
150 - 199 4,00 €. 10 22,22 te 00 15, ¢4
200 - 243 2.0V 23.80 15,506 10.00 12.05
250 - 2.3 - ~— 2420 — J0.70
Zeoove 390 1J. 00 8. 1V 13.33 - L3
MO d.acone Odie UV —— 17478 fa0 ) 30. 20
Lotel 100.00 107,00 10,00 104,00 10U.
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Out or 141 &iagple drawn, 1l is founa that 30,50 4 of the child

-

labour

had no oney incone. “he earnings oi the leargest nuwaber of ciild labour

(24.82 %) rances between ls. 100/- to . 149/= . It is found thec about

54 % of the ciiild labours earn les: thin 5. 300/=- a month or s. 10/~

daily while only about 13 % ol thew earm more than . 300 per nonlh,

1n case oi ciiild leoour wo. king ian Sireces as helpers,

68 % of them had mo money income. The earnings of

{ the largeu

nunbey
of cnild labeur ( 16 % } in gareges raunges between fs 100/~ 10 i5. 149/~

per month., 1t is found that abouwt 22 % of thnechild worler in yarages

earn less than W. 300/~ a month while enly about 10 % ol them earn
more then 's. 300/- per month.

Similerly, in case of child lcbour en;aged in rag-piclking

works, the highest 61.90 % «f them

earn less than R 300/~ per nontliie
vhile 38.10 % of the child rag- pPicker €arn more than R 300/- per
month. 1t is appears from this study that all child reay-pickers sre

income earners.

J

In case of the child leoour engaged in taen svalls as tea

stell boys, 17.75 % of the child lenours had no money income. The

carnings oi the largest number of child labour (28.89 ,.) renges
betwesn Rs. 100/- Lo i 119/- per menth. It is found LisiL cbout 69 %

N

of tli toe stall hoys earh less Lhan R 300/~ a month vhile only

aoout 13.33 % of them earn more thien . 300/- per month.
In case of child lebour engaged in houssgheold work ac housa-
hold servant, only 4 % of them had ne mcney incane. The carnings o1

lergest nuwnb er of child lebour (56 %X ) working as houscliold servant
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ranges between . 100/~ Lo . 149/- per month. It is found that

about 96 % of child labours carn less than . 300/- per month.

Finally it is seen that the czrnings o. coild labour

engycged in rag .icldng works is roletively betier tian the other

tpe of works. All of them eann income. 1L is also

saon than

worst paid job for child lzbour is the works in garcies where 68 4

/9

of thenm donol got money wages. 1t is also appears. that the lowest
peia job is the household works where meny oi the chiild labuurs get

loss than e 50 per menth.

4.3 Recedver ol child labour's Income -

It is also fact tnev wany ot the c¢hild lsbours oo rnot receive tha
wayes themselves from cacir enployers. In majority of the cases
their income is received by their parents. the followiag teble- 4.3
furnishes the percentege of child labours who theusclves recmive

their income as well as their inoime keing received Ly tneir perents.

L&l

It

_2.

w2

Percentc;e of receivers of child lebour's income LY no.ure o1 Irads.
vature ol “rade

Receiver

Garege helper Rag-picker: f“Tee 3tall lHouselold  All

o WOrkers  servents Trede

By chiild lavour 12,90 de D 2.22 244,00 J.93
By t.ieir parents 20.02 PRV 80.29 72200 5957
Jdo Income 6€.0) e 17.70 4.00 30450
Total 100,00

100,00 107, 20 102.00 102,00
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It is indiceated in the atove table thet the incomes of apout 60%
of the cihiilo labours are received by their parents Lrom the enploy-

ers. Only just 10% oL the child lavour receive their income thei-

selves from the employer and as stated erly 30.50% dounot receive

any money weges.

)

In caese of child laocours en.aged in garages, 12% of child

lzbour received theilr incomes by themselves znd the incoume of 2304

ot cailc labouwrs are received Ly their parents, while €88% of cnild

leicur in Gareges hirve no income fron their job.

In cese of labour engaged ia rag-picking works, it
appeasrs from the above cable tilet all reyg-piChers are wage earners.

The income of 95.24x child workers cie received by thelr parents

while only 4,76 oi child rag-picker received theéir rncoines oy
themse lves.

In case oi child workers working in tee stzll

2s tea
stell boys, the income of 80k of cnild worker:s are receivaed by

their parents end only 2.22% of cnild lepour recceived their incomes
by themselves, while 184 of child lenour in tes stalls have no

income,

In case oi household child werkers, the income of 72% of
household servants are received by their parents and only 24% of
child werkers in household work received their income by themselves

while 47 of child labeur in household work heve no income,.

4.4 Coptribution to the Lawdly incone :
A large nunber o. child labour are worlking in veiricus irade without
noney incomes. ‘1hose are eorning incomes from the different types

of joirs, et a very low level of wages compared to their total



hours of work. Out of this mcagre weces, they also contriosuted to

their family income. ‘The table given below furnishes the percentage

of child labours contrinute their incomes to their family, incomes.

—_— - == — e

Contriburion of child lavour to family income by natuse of Trade

(in percentage).

—_— e ———— e s ——

Contribution dature or Trcde - L L
Ru(éZ) Garage Rag=-piclers 1ca stald lbusehold all

P helpers _boys  Servents Trade.

50 - 99 —— ——— —_ 12.00 213

100 - 14595 14.00 —— 28.89 44,00 21.99
150 -~ 199 2.00 12.86 20. 00 8.0 14,49
200 - 249 C 2.00 19905 15. 56 &. 00 9,93
250 -~ 299 —— —_— 2.22 —_—— 0.71
Above 300 6. 00 33.33 13,33 —-_— 11,35
No contri.cution 76.00 4,70 20.00 26400 39,00
Total 100.07 100. 00 100.00 100,00 100,00

——

Out of 141 samples drown it is ioumd that cwoul 39,0 oi the child

lrbours o not contribute anytfhing to their family income. This may

ne wue to the low lerel off income earmed by them since their income

not ¢nour n for Lthemsalves. apout 11% of them contribute more than



CHILD LABOURS

QF

PERCENTAGE

DISTRIBUTION OF CHILD LABOUR IN GREATER

GUWAHATI BY CONTRIBUTION

100

30

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

pun

TO FAMILY INCOME:

50_ 100
99

CONTRIBUTION

349

T0

150 7200
N N
199 249

FAMILY INCOME

250\ Aboye
299 300

( in rupees)

NO
Contribution




-{ 72 )-

Rse 300/- per month to their family while about 50% of them
contribute less than Rs. BOO/— per month to thelr family income
in case of child labour working in automohblie o rases 76% of

them have no contvibution to the income of the family., The

highest 14% of them contributes P. 100/- to B 149 to their
familv incomes. Per month while &4 of thenm contriliiics sbove
ks 300 to their familwv incomes per month. 27 o7 them an' anotter
2% of them contriputes Bs. 150 to Ks.200 and 240 to their familv
income reanectivelv.

The income of rag-pickers is not regular or same.
The pavment or income fluctuates everv dav. It deprnds on
their collection of waste mnterials for sell,

In case of Rap-nickers L2.867 of rag-picker contrihutes
Rs.150 to Ry 199 to their family incomes per mcnth., Similerly
19.05% and 33.33% of rag-pickers contributes respectively
n

's 200 to Rs. 242 and above i, 300 to their family incores. On
the other hand 4.76% of them have no contribution to their f:mily
incomes.,

In case of tea stall bovs, 20% of child workers have
no contribution to their familv ircomes. The highest 28.89%
of c¢hiild workers in tea stalls contributes R, 100 to Rs, 149 to
their familv incomes. While arothsr 207 , 15.56%, 2.227 of
tea stall worlker contribution to their family incomes are
resnectively Re. 150 to 199, k=, 200 to 249, ks. 250 to 299 and

ahove Rs. 300.



In case of household servants, 285 of them have no
contribution to the monthly income of their families. The highest
44% of them contributes to their monthly family income bv . 100
to Bs. 149, while 12%, 8% and another &% of the household child
workers contributes Rse 50 to Rse 99, Ree 150 ©o 199 and . 200
to se 249 to their monthly incomes rﬁspecti*ely.

Thus from the above discussion we found that the
highest number of child worxers have no contribution to their
fanily incomes per month and thev spent incones an their daily
needs.

Finally, it seems that the contributions of child
rag-vickers in_the highest among all the trades. llext to rapg-
ptckers, child labour working in the tea stalls contribute
relatively more of their family income while the contribution
of child labour wg;&{ng“iﬁ garages and household wobk is very

low.

L.5. Mode of pevment in kind :-

It #s also found that child lahours are paid in kinds. To
examine the mode of payments 1in kind, we have selected three

major items or vayment i.e, ¥ree food, Free cloth and Free

residences



The tollowing table furnisihes the percentage of chila
labour geting various types of payients in kinds.

L ABLE- 45

Guwahatl according to_

Distribution of child lsbour in creater

yment in kind and by nature of trede (in jercentage).

to moae of pa
ll\ll- AL <l T l E
Kinds of o . B L ol eede
Garage Rag pickers 2ea ztalls Household &ll Trade
work

poyment.
2 4,00 6.38

Free food 14.00 ——— F 2
tree cloth : __:“—__—g__t:;i-*ww"_mi;iiw_A““_4*”-_~ _—
Free Resicent j::—_'mwarﬁ:::_“A"w“_w;;;' - ,;; ‘“ _——
Free Food and - J -
8.00 t4, 44 ——— 17.02

Resident
51.07

Free Food/Cloth/
Residents 54.00 - d8e 89 32.00

4,00 25.53

HNo payment in
24.00 100.00

Kind
- 100,00 100,02 1073.00

100.00 100,00

Total
It aprears from the above table that about 510 of child
worker. in all tredes excCept in case oL rag-pickers haeve got irees
otlis {rom the employers and 25.53.4

food, ifir-e residence and irec ¢l



of child l&shbcwr in alliredes noes not give amy.fafjljtics by the
employers. Whila shout 1774 o child vyorkes. jet the facility ot
free food and riee resicence, only anout (% of them receive only
frec¢ food which is ¢iven by the ecmnloyers.

In case or garaye, yenernlly chill vorkers resident is
attachned witi the gerage. Uhereiore the eusloyer (iveg 11 Lacili-
ties to the woriers. 54% of child workers in this trade receive all
trcilities i.e. wrec cloth, froo resident and free foods. On the
other hand ncjority of these workers haove 1o lhcone Lrowm this work
as salary. Thus the employer ¢ ive many ot them real wiaes - wstoead
of money wages. 244 of child workers cuagiced in garages do not
receive any recl weges. Only 8 ol the child labours receive the
facilitieys ot {ree {ood anda residence. Generally Liey are also
income enrners and @aiount of the income i< very low. Thus the
employer give them the facility of f£re- food and residonce except
the clotg:_l4%_giithe.chilg workers only takes their daily food
whiciy is given by the enplover, Gencrally these child labour recices
in their own aomes with thelr parents and working in tnis treade
as part-time workers,

In case of rag pickers the proplem is some-tning different.
they are scli employed. They collcets vorious waste mrterials irom
wWzy Ssideu end sellout it to other sersons or traders of waste
ospoducts. Therefore, the rag-pickers, only got the money income
irom kabadiwalas. 1o thds city, we d4ces not find an,; rag-pickers

&s bondace labourys The rag-piclers reciJoo witi thedir
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give all the incoues to their pavents. 350 the parents give them

food, cloth @nd other facilities.

1n ¢ase of tea stall chlld workers the largesl percentaye

Lk

ot workers get free tood, frec resients and free cloth by hotels

owners. Soma oi thein receive these facilitics because of job agree-

ment. But some of them takes both facilities i.e. free food,Eree

cloth and free residents with théir salary. Gencrelly, payment cof

real waoge and money wages which is given Lo the chi ld lavours depends
on the wentality of the hotel owners. about 49% of <¢hild worliers in
tea stalls have iree food, ircee residents and free cloths and 4, 44%
of them have no such :acilities, becausc they received salaries from
the hotel owners. On the other hend 44.44% have fpee foed and free

residents, because most of them earn a low level of income and only
2.224 have got only the (ree rood and nwst of them leve | with their
perents and their incomes is gdven to their _ocrents. whus the gsarentcs

give them the facilitics of residence and cloth,



CEHAPTER-VY

Case studies of child 1abours

In our survev, although we have collected 141 samples in
in the four tvnes of works where child labours are engaged.
We have collected detail social and family background of
a nunber of child labour.

In most of the cases thev have a very pathetic

social environment for which thev had to enter the labour

market. We have presented herewith four detalled cases

of child labhour their family hackground :n: o¢he sircum-

stances under which thev rad to wor- in Cuwiaati. These
four cases relate one each to automobile Garage, tea stalls,

house hoid work and Rag-picking jobh.

Case Studv- 1.,

Name Md Imdad Ali
Occupation Tea stall worker
Age : Eleven (11) vears
Religion ¢ Muslim

Community Bengali

Location

Zoo Naranp® Road
Ward i 29
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Md. Imdad Ali, aged 11 vears is a hoted boy who
has to clean tables and wash utersils. He comes from the
family of four memhers. His father died at his early arge.

His two elder brother live separately from the family since
last two vears. Now he lives withh his mother. The economic
condition of the family is not sounrnd. Mis mother is working
'in two houses as maid servant and earn only 2. 150 and he
earns Na, 100/- only from tea stall, is working hours is in
between eight to twelve hours. 5 vears ago they lived in

the district Dhubri and came to Guwahati with his mother

and two elder hrothers. Ve lives with his o ier iir a rent
free house in 2 s3lun nrea.
Case Studv -~ 2.

Name of the Child worler : MNizamnddin Fansal

Occuvation :  Machanic (Garage)
Are : Twelve (12) vears
Religion ' : Muslim
Community :  BRihari

Location of the Surveved Area : Belt.la

Ward 33

Md. Nizamuddin Hansal, aged 12 years is a machanic

who has to repair motor vehicles. He comes from the family

of two members., HMis father and mother died at his age of

five vears and the are of his younger Lrotber was onlv



1 vears at that time in the state of Bihar. After deceased

of his parents they were thrown out from their home by their
relatives., Then he and his wounger hrother lived in a Raillway
station as Zvpsv. One dav one ol their relative recruited them
and come to Guwahati citv with the relative., Now he is engaged
in a Garage as a machanic. The voung brother of the child
labour also work with him as a trainee. The salarv of the
child labour is only Rs.150/- ver month. The other fucility
like free food, free cloth and free r-sidemce is givasr to
him bv the Garage owner. The child lahour is illit=rate and
his wvounger brother was also not admitted to school. Thevw
cannot think of getting education when th=r cannot have a
caretaker from last seven vears.

Case Studv - 3.

Name e : M, Uanib Ali

Occupation Household servant

Age 13 vears
Religion : Musliim
Community ¢ Benrali
location Hatizoan
Ward v 34

Md. Hanib Ali,aged 13 vears is 3 maid servant,who

has to work everv household work at the direction of thre

owner of this house. He earns onlvy 30/~ ver month. The
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owner of the house /iwe him freefood, free residence and

free cloths. He left his school at the first dav because

his paren£é are—nét intereéted ir his studies. Because of
the poor economic condition of his parents thev does not
provide him facilities for education. 30 he left hisschool
as well as his home and engared as maid servant “or his
livelihood. He sawvs, his narents alwavs neglat him and
tourchered him as animals. He has two younger sister and tuvo

vounger brothers.He is mligrated from barv

uny, district to

Guwahati one vear hack.

Case Study - 4,

Name : Md, Mur Islam
Occunation : TMReag-picker

Age Fileven (11) vears
Religion fistim

Community 1 Henpali

Location :  Carnandu

Ward « 4

Md. Nur Tslam, aged 11 vears is a rag-picker who
nas to collect aste product from various nlaces in the

cityv and sell out it to kabadiialas. His f-ther died

1 wvear back. He has a vounrer brother name

Sumesh Ali. His

mother alwavs give mal-trestment Lo him He left his

school

aiavy Nl e

because of the mal-treatment n{ hig mother. On> J



mother drove him out from her home bhecause “he child has
no contribution to his family income. From that time he is
detouched from her mother. Now he lives as gypsv, His daily
earning from sellin- of the collected waste materials is
about Rs. 7/- to 10/- onlv. He speris his all incomes to
daily foods. Sometimes he has to go without food. He alwavs
sleevns outside a shop. He also hegs cloths for wearing

from different homes. His vounger brother whose age is now

onlv 5 vears live with his mother, His familv migrated from

Tinssukia to Guwahati one vear bhack.



Summarv of Findings and Conclusion :-

In our studv, we have investirated the socin-ceonomic problems

of child labours engared hasicalls in four fvnes of emplovments

such as helpers in automobile rerages, tea stalls workers,

rag-picker or waste collectors and oriers n household works
within greater Cuwahati, Some of Lhe lmportant highlights of

our findings from the survey avre {urnished helow

(1) Child l:bours are found to work in about £07% of

garares in creqter Guwahati while thev are Tound to have

worked in 83% of the tea stalls and 22% of the household

surveved.

(2) It is also found that about “~7 of the child labour
are male and the rest 14% are female.
(3) About 207 of the child labours helong to the age

group 10 - 12 vears.

(L) The child labours belong to only two religious
communities - Hindu and Muslims constituting about 62% and

387 resnectivelv.

(5) The largest vercentapge of chile labour (L77) are
Pengali speaking followed by 34% bv lindi srealking and
about 167 bv Assamese speaking.

(&) Avout 387 of the child labours hove micrated from

oulside the state o Assan.



(7) Avout 48% of the child labours did not have any

formal education and 39% of them had education upto nrimary

school and about 20% of them had drop out after primary

school.

(&) Abouth5% of the child labour work about 12 hours

a dav.

() About 3007 of the chdld labours do not carn any aonev

wage althouch thev are paid real warcs in terms of food,
shelter and clothe.

(10) About 55% of the child lubour enrn 2ess than H;ZSO/-
ner month. About 93 % of the child labhours belong to the
families having wonthly family incone lens thah . 2000/«
(1) In case of contribution of child to Tamily income ,
it is found that 39% of them do not contri:ute anvthing to

the familics ard the highest number of child labour contribu-

ting 22% contribute between Ds, 100]— to Rs. 1507- to their

family income.

The ravid growth of population and on the other hand
urpanisation of Cuwahati has no doubt influesnced the socio-
economir 1ife of the people living in the city., Guwahati
the canital citv of Assam ranks as one of the fastsst zrowth
and costliest city in the country. It has the vrohlq-ms of
slums, poverty an: the tvnical vnroblem of child lonour,

The child labour is the product of poverty and 111 -
teracy. The poverty continues to remain as one of the mgjor

problemscimsing social imbalance awd tension, like any other



citv the greater Gwwahati is marked by poverty, enemplovment,
child labour aﬁgmﬁigfatiohwetc} The administration of urban
development has failed to cope with the problems created by
the rapid pace of urbanisation. The benefits of development
through economic welfare wmeasur=s se m to by pass the real
victims e.c., novorty and child labour. The main causative
factors of child worker 1s the death o7 parents or earning
member of the familv, unemplovment and under emplovment, big
family with low income,illiteracy of parents and high rate
of drop out in schools,

The illiteracy among the parents of child workers in
developing countries is an importan! aspect of the social
factor for growth of c¢hild labour. The iliiterate parents
do not concern about the future of their children. Thev

induce their children to earn for the “zmily snd verv often
these children dronout of schonl hecause of economic hardship
in the familv and negligence their nrorents. In urban slums

and squatters, there is no atmosnphere for formal rducation.
Those who attend school thev dropout after a few wvears and are
usually expected to seek emplovment. %e found from our survey,
the families of child workers are verv poor and in this poor
families thev canrot afford to nrovide education of their
children. It is also indicated from this study thet children
enterning the labour market were from low literacy group in
the society, 1lliteracy and ignorance is one of the cosplicatal

social prokhlers that stards behiwd almost 317 the

rviseriss of



the poor section of the people in urban areas. These peoples
are deprived from odlferent tvpes of incentives and avenues

because of their irnorance.

The big size of family of low income grouns adds fuel
to the fire of poverty. The dependency ratio of those voor
families are verv high, We find in most cases that there are
hardlv one or two earning members of the families of child
lobours.

The migration from within ond ontatde the atale to
Cuwnhatl city 1o one of the majer causes of the problem of
child lahoure., Vi fcocund from our study that the percentage of
native child ﬁorkers is verv low. But those who are migrated
from other states or outsides 0of the citv cemstitutes a large
number of .child workers.

The wages earned bv the child workers are vervy low.
Most of them working as trainee and without a minimum wage.
Thev are ignotant about the exisﬁ&ng laws and regulations and
so the emplovers exploit them by paving low wages or without
any pavment. The child workers are emploved by the emplovers
because thev are cheapest form o” labour and also parents
want their engagement some where as thev connot maintain them
hecause of poverty,

We have found from our investigation that high rate

of population growth, wide spre=2d povertv in rural areas and



illiteracy of both child labours and their parents are the
basic caus=s of growth of child labour anrd their exploitation.
There must be three front attack on the problems of pornulation
growth, poverty and illiteracy if the problem of child labours
has to be done away. In the western countries, the prohlem of
child labour is non-oxistant hecauns of the “act thot the
problem of poverty and illeteracv in not there and all these
threa problemg are prominant anly in the under-developod
countries of Asia,Africa and South America.

It is also true that all the three problems of high
ponulation growth, povertyv and illeteracv are inter-connected
nrop}ems. One»nrohlqm gives birth to the other and therefore
all these three problems are to hammered out simultareously
in order to minimize the mnroblems of child labour. The following
steps need_sn90181 attention from the ~overmment and other

reglivant authorities to do awav with the »roblem of child

s

labours.

(1) To check the growth of population, the farmilv planning
programme with attractive incentives must reach successfullv each

and every poor families.
(2) Special efforts are needed to provids qualitv education
to the children of weaker sactions o th» =ociety. We will have

to ~ncourags children of the wealer sections to enrol themsleves

in schools., The nrohlem of educations is to be solved i we

stift the school hours, irstend educati v upto secpondary lcveld



be made free for all, with provision of free necessary facilities
for children of weaker sections of the societyv, Steps are to
be taken to motivate the parents to provide educsation to their
childern.

(3) Attention mayv a1so be drawn recarding the methods
of fighting against exploitation and abuses of child lzahour,
Mo doubt, it i1s not possible to abolished the child labour
overnight since child labours are also ircome rarners and
they contribute a major amount to theilr family income.

The only re-course besides elimination of child workers,
it is to improve the condition of work and environment which are
basic to their healthy prowth, nrotection, welfure and ultimately
ensuring their rights. The child lahours and their narents are |
to be educated about the existing laws and regulations to protect
the child labour from exploitation and abuses by the emplovers.

(4) The child lancur mostlv exist in the unorganised

sector. Government alone cannot tackle the problem in the

unorganiéed seétor as the government reles and fegulations cannot
be enforced in totality in the unorganised sesctor because of
its nature. Therefore, non-government voluntary organisations
have to play a crucial role in rackling the problem of child
labhour in the country or in the state,

(5) The government or the local authorities should take

immediate steps Lo remove the urban slums which give birth to

L¥)



a larse percentage of child labours.

(6)_wMany emplovers are also ignorant about the Pxisting
rules and ;égulaﬁiéns for ﬁf@tection of child labours. Thev
should also be educated with the laws and regulations and this
will definately reauce the level of exploitation in termé of

working hours, working conditions and the minimum wages,



QUESTIONNARTE

Subject :- Socio Tconomic Studv of Child Tabour of Greater Guwahati.

Date of Investigation

1. Household identity : Houselocation

Identitv.

2. Name of the Child Labour

3. Permanent Address

L. Age in vrs. Sex

5. Religion : Caste

6. Duration of Place of
stav in Rirth
the city

01+ Less then 1 _vears
02- less then 5 vears.
03- less then 10 vears.

O+ More thab 10 gears.

7. Nature of Present Residence

li’\]’:l'd
01 - Male
02 - TFemale

Mother Tongue

Place of
Last
Resident

M~ Owred
N2. Rented

N3~ TRent free
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&, Educational lLevel, Emplovment and Income of the family members

Sk, No. Name Age Sex Educa- Tvpe Relation Daily Monthly
tional of with inco- Income
Level empl- Child me
ovm- labour
ent.

I ]
o

>

10.

Education :

01 - Up to Primary, 02 unto M.V, 03 - Upto Matric, 0L - M-tric Passed,

05 - H.

3

{

. Passed, 06 - Graduate, 07 - P.C., 02 - Technical, Lk - others

Tvpe of Emnlovment

01 - Cultivator, 02 - Clark, 03 - Chovlidar, 04 ~ 2can. 05 « "a-e earners/

labour, L4 - Others.
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9. Tvpe of Emplovment

01 - Sweeper, 02 - Labourer, 03 - Construction Worker,

04 - Hawker, 05 ~ Domestic Shop, 06 - Bag Picker

07 - Tea Stalls, 08 - Panbidi Shop, 09 - Gracery Shop,

10 - Tailor, 11 - Carpenter, 12 - Household Worker (Servant)

13

Handimen, 14 - Factorv "orker, 15 - Machanic (Garage),
LL -~ Others.
10, NMow long do vou work in 2o day (in honrg)
01 - one to five
02 - Five to Eight
03 - BEight to Twelve
0L - More then Twelve
11. Mode of payment
01 - Dailv
02 - Veekly
03 - Monthly
11 (a). hount of Pavment ver month
RSe ceeennens
12. Mode of payment in kind :
01 ~ Free Food
02 - ¥ree Cloth
03 - Free Residence
¥, - Above A1l
13. Is there any facility given by the CGovt. to vou
(i} Yes

(ii) o



14. Medical Tacilit, by Empluyver

(i} Yes

(ii) No
15. Why did you leave vour Education

01 - Dropout due to lack of interest

- 02 —Bropout due to Economic hardship
03 - Dropout due to Mal treatment by parents
04 - Dropout due to Maltre-tment bv teachers

16. Yho receive vour income

17. What amount vou contribute mrnthlv to vour familv income

e e el deole
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